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PREFAGE 


Man y b&oks h;ree Ihxmi \vi ilte*!! on .>iul its ^people. 

The rerisoii that the nuinlier is aijaii-f incre.isi cl is due to the 
fact tliat khissia is de'velopmu iTi()i*e rapidly than any otlier 
nation, and that Sihi.‘ria is vcrv (linerent Ironi the inert, bariaai, 
dismal country c^tnventiofiallv described. d'he outward 
clianyes are nnmerons and< easily recognised bv oik' who ^ 
remembers Knssi;\,as it was under the rule ol Alexaiulei. II., 
the (irrea^ I'sai’ Liberator. Xor is it diliicnlt ilfscribe the 
altere'l conditions, and explain some ol the proe'e^'tes by which 
the translorniTition has been ellected. , 

There [fas been a yreat awakemipy of Russia. Tl>e people, 
debnj;ij.’d from acln'C' participation m politics, have*' 

dii;L:ctefl their en«-rnre*s tow.ir^ls the commercial and indiistri^il 
exploitation of then; nati\ e- lanfl. 'l'he\’ iire active, strennons, 
an <4 perscA-erino ; they h.u’e adv.wiced in civilisation as well as 
inc*reasetl their wealth a*id power, l^y territori.il expansion 
Ixnssia has taken a Iona stjadu forward towards the att.niimeiit 
(jl world supremacy, aixl bo.ists that the step is but Ijie 
beannnipa ol Her proiiress towaixl*. the re.disatioy ol her 
manifest destiiTv. • 

'I'his IS the yi-eater Knssi.i to which the attention ol, tly.' 

• 

reader is invited. J^'or obviofls-re.isons this treatise^doe,s not 
^ven pretend to present a coiiiplele picture of. sniji, an 
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immense continental empire, still less to rjive an exhaustive 
account of its resources, a fulf dc'scrij^tion of its natural 
. fpaturest or mimrte L^cpl.jnation of the home and foreign policy 
'of its ei',vcrmnent. ■ Its object is to convey :yi adequate 'dea 
of Russia’s acivance : hei' industrial proi^ress,' commercial 
prospects, tile opeiiinus prc’sented for both capital and labouh, 
the marjrets closed to doieiun enterprise. In order to 
accomplish this it has been needful to describe the pFesen> 
condition of Russif.ns as auriculturisti; and artisans in Europe 
and as colonists in Asia ; to write of the men who are creating 
wealtli. and the means thef employ, of the laws and the 
ollicials who administer them, of the aims of the Russian 
State in so far as they are revealed by what iias been already 
accomplished. Some purelv historical, lopographical, and 
statistical details have beyn •inserted, because without them 
the real indication of certain .ecorded facts might not be 
understood bv those to whom Russia is unbnown. Otherwise 
the conteiits 6f the book are the result of actual observation 
made durii/g ‘different visitj, but niaitily whilst twice crossing 
Jhe empi*re in ii^oi. 

• Instefid of merelv recoiding impressions, I h.ivv used the 
* facts collected to form a basis for suggestive commeut, and at 
tfce risk of being thought Hippanl, have prcierrcd anecdote to 
verbal description ki convening cin id(^<* of the habits and 
customs of the dilfeient classes of people witll* whonn a 
traveller comes in contact. An objection to this plan is that 
fiaim a single concrete instance one is prone,to generalise; 
ai»other, that greater pi'ominence ‘is given to unimportaiit 

I c # ' 

occurrences thtn the eirtumstances warrant ; and so a lalse 

« 

valufi is un^consciously attached totsome tritiing incident. It is 
uynecessafy to warn readers th:yt an isolated example does 
not lionsfitute a rule, and if 1 have repotted matters which 
apiiiii^ently might have been comitted with advantage, it is not 
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that I bear any olticial a ftrud^e or lack ,een‘erO'>ity, hi(t^ am 
• • .( .1 

anxious only to create, a true impression. In all 1 have^been 
•conteyit to represent wliatever came, to "mr notice," wi(fiont„ 
*exa>{oera(ion an.d, as far as possible, without bias, 

'Etje fptu'e op leussia 111 Asi;i is of far p'reater import nice 
than its prisons to the world pcnerajlv. (.)! them we all know 
already far more than of'dlie eoiintrv itself, ol its natives, its 
^reattowns, lowjt'rivers, immense fail's, \aried prodivce, and 
iTnexploited resources. • 

In the Far Fast there is a secioiis probkaii await,pin soliition. 
'File l\i,>ss;a that ('.p^’iied a i^viiulow on to I'hii'ope was ipiite 
unlike fhat winch mavle a port-hole on to the Ikieilic to allord 
e.s’ress for itself, but el(tses„with a„^n,ip tinaiiist the entranee of 
foreiuiiers and ^heir inereliandise. 

Fast of IFukal i'> I>;iissi.i's*nn»pe,|' and better half, because 
that‘land has hi eii inlliienci*!l Iroiii the West bv way of the 
cosmopolitan Far Fast. It is there tli.it Riissi.i is most |e.ihiiis 

of fort'ii/lfcTs : it is of lh.it teri iloi v Iho Ancilo-S:i.\(>iis know so 

. '• • . . . 

little. It was there; that* 1 discovgreij that FiinlisSmen, how- 

• ^ 

ever RiissophiTe thev may have shown Uiemselves, wei<t' denuah 
pnvilenes ^Tanted re.idily to forci,L;ners of any other iiaTion.ilitt, 
and \v«'e rpn»rously excluded bV Russi.i from Alanchuria—,i 
cowntr/fo whieh^ie now professes to make no claim. DeniefT 
leia.ilised access to th«;territ(»ry Centered if in disnuise, .ind was 
thiiS^precK;ded from obtaining tnform.ition from the usual 
official sources. Whethft- or not what I did succeed in 
gettina w.is wprth the froiMe of collecting my readers 
iiiust judne. 

1 am conscious that a more suc^es^ful boilk of \fercnce 
than this,is couifl be comptled on the subject of# GRisAricit 
Ri:.ssi.\, for 1 have drawn miistly from my own limired exp’eiii- 
ence, and that of pfrsons who’m 1 met. Perhaps this attempt 
fo supply information will induce other writer; to n*iake*(;tun- 
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PREFACE 


plete studies of'an 'iccessilile country and its interesting inhabi¬ 
tants of whom we oiiglit to know more, ■' 

In order to fhcifitate reference the rule, of the Britidi Wa'r 
Office a'nd Ihedekcr’s Ouide has been followed lor the hans- 
hteration 'of place names, anc' I liave further to ackno'rledge 
my indebtedness to fciissian officials and others for llie aid 
they h<i"e aflorded me,-i!i securitig information, a'nd many 
kindnc'sses extended to me during my |ourneyo. 

Au'i iioks, Crui;, 

I.ONDON, S.W. 

Dciemtkr ji, jgo2 
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'I'llK AWAKKNINC ()] RUSSIA 

ail iin.*iv,]s|ii!^f !■) (akcn ni lAihMa .iiid 

[Icdplc. It Is-coiiiiii:; to Iil liclk'vcd that tlie coiiiiliv 
and r.icc aic otlici'.llian jiuk' have l•J(•ll U'|iieseiilcd hycdiiwii- 
tioiial novelists and tra^elleri^ and that K’lisseyi pdliiies li.ive 
not been propeMv iitidefslooil liv ldieii;ii slatesmeii. 'I’here 
aie yi.iiiy K’nssias, In’l that winch is i*idsl widely known e\is|ed 
onlv III the iniapinatidii ol the rdinancisl, oi appeared as a 
distorted [netiire sfeii tliion^nh pohtKal glasses. \\’h(_'n,*dn 
fuller acqu-inilaiiery we lind ,i kiissi.i other tfiaif we e.xpeited, 
W'c are aRain apt,to suppose 'hat Russia h.is r h<iiipe,‘>l, wln'ieas 
much that iiiw^ a(ipe,irs dilleient i* dTie onl\ ^o a rhanye in 
]he point dll yiew. 

It is (liHicult to obt.un an adeqiiale iiRa ol the Khissian 
enipiri*,*Cdmpfisiny ajerritorv olRoine foit\ limes ya-.tior aie.i 
thaw halnkiiid, al! within a mie leiiee and, if iint coiieclK' 
described as one coijUilry, yt practically undivided bv .my 
^|ihyj.ical ba.i'i ir'i'. ('leoer.iphic.illy Russia-in-Ruidpe is sepalaled 
frdm*Russi,i*-in-?\sia by tliej'rni iiioiml.uiisaiid the Caspian Se.i. 
riie Ur.iK are lo;; lulls Idrnimy the backbone ol the empire, and 
h.ive pr.ictiitallv* the same e*hniate, l.iuna, ilor.i ,ind soil on lioth 
tin; eastern, and western slopes, <nid imuli of the k’ussi.i westol 
the r.niee more closely resembles ll*e Av„ilic f)l.itean»,lh.m it 
does the remaiifd^'r of Ruropi;. * 

(leolduic.illy it IS Ikuk.d—the Like and volcaniT; r.moe-;^ 
which divides Russjii, and zoidoyically it is the vallfv of the 
Irtish 111 West Siberia, h'latnesschar.icteiises the countiwe . hr , 
whether in Europe or Asia the cftntr.il /one ci^iisists of l;fisi(_ 
tpicts of forest .111(1 maish wjiicli terminate with lro/(*n wasky 
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in the mx'tic circle on tlie north, and on tin: south chaii'te to 
roiu'h prairie lands which iiierne wn'h aiid sandy plains. 
1 hoiiyliont, the climate is more intense than in Europe : in 
summer the weatlmr is hotter, and in winter colder thru at 
correspondiiyc; latitudes m the west; there is also a greater. 
r<m;4e of temperature between day and niyht. 

'J'he divisions into yoverimienl di.^triets is purely artilieial 
and arbi-rary, the result'of political expediencv at ditlerent 
periods. .A'tiioiiyh under the rule ol an absolute monarch, 
and e\'erv\\ here e()\ ( I lied bv Russians, .the. empire is peojiled 
by many d.herent races, and ii. the Ruropc.'an territory even, 
these are so many th.it to de.iote all by th .'tmetive ‘ olouriipys 
on a map is next to impossible, d'he k’ussians are predi mmant, 
but 111 many districts are q'ute oiifimmbered bv men of other 
nationalities w'lioin thev are now' alv oi bm.e. 'I’liis hetero 
ueneity of its subjects is at once the drenyth and weakness of 
the Slate at the present tiire. For msl.mce, as the Roles m the 
west and the Mongols in the east have nolhine in coiiunon as 
sons of the empire save an admitted .ille.oiapcc to their Russian 
conr|uerors, a coalition ol all non-Riissians a.ea'iiist the Slate, 
if successful, would rc'ult in ai, absolute shallermu of the 
empire into manv anta.Ltonislic fragments, k'or juactical |iur- 
'poses tile dissimilarity ol races mh.diitini' the empir'“ may be 
Ignored, and the eiihty of the State re.yarded as entirely Russian. 

It has been so sjenerally the fashion to i.enore the lirtory iif 
Russia prior to the eighteenth century, that oomparatisely ‘ew 
Iviielish jieojde know anvlhin.o concerning; the ori!;m of the 
l^ussian emjiire. 'I'he mam fads may I'e sl.itetl brietly as a 
knowledge of them will be ol use iii arrivii.a at a correct 
estimate of the prouress Riissi.i is making to-day. 

European i^iissia is an immense jilain, its centre barely four 
Imndred feet above sea-level. Fakes are |ilenlitul, anti ureat 
rivers v ith many r.imiiications How slowly by tortuous 
cliannels towards the south-easi, or the north-u'est. The land 
is risin.i; slowly ; at no very distant jtcohi.yical pcriotl it was 
subinei'^cd, and at one lime- dierhajis that of the Argonauts— 
tliere was a natural waterway between the Itlack Sea and the 
Baltic, just as now the rivers are connected by dilfereni 
lei' iuable canals. 
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Eur«pe has hceii invaded and peopted from (he East at 
various times, and of tliesc immitjiants the Shu’s for Jhe*Wiost 
part t^ok tlie direction of the ereaf \vat«r\v,iys of Russia; tliat 
*,is, \v*ent up the .rivers from tl*e soiith-e.isf to (he no*r(li-\v(,'st. 
In aciditioii fo their nomadn^ Ij.diits, internecine warfare and 
v-wrioiis other c luses led (i? tlieir thspersion’ and (he successful 
resistam^j irf earlier comei.s detcrmmed tlieir proni ess in certain 
direction.1. About.400 the Scythian blanch of t^ie Slav 
r.|ce was settled upon the bank of (he*l)on, but whs ^i.idiially 
driven north from the shores of (he 151 .ick Sea by (beck 
Colonists.^ 'I'hese^-oljinies wei’e t.iken by (ke K’oiffans, to fall 
a,4,im to.Jhe Slavs .fbiwit 300 xjio m (urn were IhriisCaside 
by Hulls, 'I’urks, ('.iKjis, IVclieneyi.ins, ,md others, In the 
fifth century the SJavs wen,' es(.ibli 4 ic’d «n (he Itmepei at Kief, 
and on (he Ilmen at Mo\'y(*i'od, where they ^iroeiessed anj 
became civilised ; in*the*seventh century (hr'y were also once 
moix'^on (he shores of the 151 ,lek Sea? The little (h.it is known 
of (hem is to (he elVect (hat they were idol.iters, hospit.ible, ,ind 
fond of fermented .liquors ; they hunted for fins, r.iised caltle 
.mil f.irmerl fiees ; lued m communities novel neif by elected or 
hereditary elder*;, and .kpipear (o^have been an’•Inolfen ive 
people much preyed upon by Asiatics m^ the south, Vil^inns m 
the north,'.Hid were unable to 1141 ee with e.ich other. .In <S62,,* 
kiirik, a Vkirie.iter prince, invaded Russia wtth Ins Norsemen, 
conqufi'ed thf Novn<,jr()d Republic and est.ibhshed his nice as 
riileV of* (he Sl.ivs. Some 0I' his followers pushed fiirthe* 
south, occupied Kief^and fitted out an expedition .le.nnst 
.Coiwtantin.f^de. It tailed ; Riink’s successor annexed Kief, 
and fn time theTCorseinen -.uhjun.ited the Drevh.ins, Sieverskis, 
Krivitches and wther Slav^lril^(_'s, and so became masters of 
Russia. « 

. • 

.It has Teen contended that 4 he A'ane^ers were Slavs, or 

^'losely akin to (hem, or were quickly ab.sorbed by tliiuTi ; Jnit 
to the contrary tht>re is indisiifit.ible evidence th.it the invaders 
were a distinct race possessing qualities peculiar to tl*e Norse.* 
men, that they introduced the n^ht of primogeniture, unpot;ed 
ln,ws similar to “ Knut’s Code were aggressive', and.suc(»c,‘*s- 
ful. IJsuaUy they married women'of their o^vn*race, and The 
dweet descendants of Rurik w«re wedded with members of tlfe# 
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reij^iiiii*^ houses of France, Hun,i;ary, (Seniiany, aiul Ivn_L;hind, 
as \\;eJl as of Sweden and Norway. 'I'lie freedom accorded to 
women and thc‘'high nosition some of them took in the stale 
wei'e quite foieiqn to Slav cnsfjjins, and as the Scandinavian 
clement died out fetnmine qi ivdeqes and intlueniL'e declined ; 
then the seclusion of women in thc'\\si,dic manner prevailei', 
and lasted until the days of Peter 1 , 

Tlie (lescendanls of Runk fonqht ayamsi eacli oilier on 
Ill. liters ol I'lreccdence .nul succession. 'Hie history ol lAissi.i 
dunny their dominion is .i sloi y of internecine slnle' .nul 
disaster, ofcw.ns ayamsl I’olcs, Swedes,.Jalluiamans, I’olovtsi 
and prcd.itory tribes on the sViiith and east.' In 122..; the l\us- 
si.ins had to make cou'mion cause witli their neiyhriourmy 
enemies to repel an inwisMii. ol the 'I'.u-tars. Xotw ithst.indiny 
this, tliev were, be,den, and Kiel.,1011. drimieen \ears later a 
second inv.ision sub|uy,ited the, next c.ipilal; \'ladimir, and 
bronyld e.istern and soielhern Russia under Monyol rule, 
lathuanians and Poles prr’sseti upon them Irom west and 
noKli-wcst, the Riissi.im could extend onlvdow.irds the nortli- 
easl. • ■ ’ 

In these tunes and with this en\ironmeiit, .Moscow yrew to 
importance. P- h.id liteii' tounderl liv ^ uri, a son ol that 
'descendant of Riirik who h.id inairied ('i\d,i, danyhler ol 
flarold II. of Fnel.ind ; but its re.d maker w.is 'Iv.ni 1 ., the 
Purser (1328 1 341), who found the poxyer ol ,>n()ney yreater 
tliaii that of the sword, whether hi dr'.iline with 'I'.irlais, or.liis 
own kith. Christi.milv h,ul been introduced into Kief Ironi 
Constantinople in and in ()<S<S the Norsemen'embraced the 
f.iith. 'The heacP of the clmich, driven to Vladimir vdieii 
Kief fell, were enticed to Mosiow by Ivaii, wlii' by his liberality 
to the Church, 111,ide its priests so much his servants Ih.it they 
hot only sulfered him to lake u|i arms with the Tartars ay.imsl 
his Ruv.rian ne'iyhboilrs, (nit e\en excommunicated a Christian 
Prince at the behest of the Mongols. It w.is a new policy ol 
.ayyrandiseinenl which Iv.ui and Ins equally unscrupuloie 
successOls pursued, and by it the Muscovite was evolved froii 
the Slav nice. “Round Moscow, subject to the Tartar yoke 
tliL'people became iiatieiit and resiyned ; born to endure bar 
f<>i'tune they could prolit by yoi'd. 'I'he princes of Mosco'' 
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their encK ^ivSnlneiK', hv corruptlyii, !iy tlic [iiii'ch;isc 
oh the 'r.ni.ir Kh.ms, liy peiiuly to 

^Jjieir Cmi 4 )ii,Jij; niiii'der .111(1 li e.ielu'rv. I’uhtu^ .iiul pei'^^evfTmu, 
^ pi'iide^it .iiid pitiless, it Is their hoiioilr to h.ive cre.ited the 
• hvin’e ueriii \vhfL'l\ bee,line Crfsit I'tiissi.i." ’ * . 

'Wrts ptihey was siieee^^sfiii • le.m l\'., '•'I'he T(,rrihle,” w.is 
iflile to vaiupioh the I ,ii t irs linally,.aiid to doiiiin.ile the wliole 
ol Riissta and extend iiis«^overeiefilv to Sihir in As^i. In the 
Jiistoi*’ (*if the “ iroiibloiis limes,' siijise(|iient to hi^ de.itli, 
tiiei (^* ai e ni.iny h.ippenniu^ .tii.iloyiriis ti^ r('cenl eW'iits in 
Cliii'.i. I lie chiirch resiiseil.ited n.ition.il leivdiii, ,iiid m the 
seventi eiilh ceiiUiiiV wilder its inniieiwe tlu* Ts.us**ir Muscovy 
.itl.iiiieit fhe./eiiitri ol po\\ *r,» ex^eiidiny their doiiimibiis so 
eiini iiioiisly, that Pet^'r 1. siici'cc'ded to .i territoi v le.ichintj 
almost from the I 5 !illic To d;e I >aci[rc,',iiitl lie eiil.irycd the limit's 
to hi it 1 1 seas. I hesL' 1 s i rs \fere the re.i I m.ikePs ol I he Riissi.y i 
n.it ion : iindei llieir jaile rel.il lOiis^w it h the w es| became j.^ener.il, 
. 111(1 i'eloi Ills were iiitrodnced i^i miorni.ible with the c.ip.icily ol 
RiiSsi.i to .ibsorb wli.it Is ne.ii est .ikm to its iiwii spirit Iroiil 
.imoiyyst llu^ inoie firoyressue n.ilioiis of the x^'csl. The C'hi'rch 
esc.iped file .”enei .d Ret orm.it loi i, bul h.id its* own levohi- 
tion.iry eh.inycs'w hjch r(♦^lllled m,lhe ie\ersioii tfi an e.ii her 
.nid more prmiitive hliiryv, which obliyns to Itie presi,ml d.iy ; 
•the “ ortTu)»lo\ dissenters ’ beiiiy termed, par idoxiodlly, file 
“Old lleheveis. I’eler the t^re.it had flo sympalhy wilh 
Miiscrnale ide.ils, an.j .illempted to yraft .i co.iise iinitalion of 
western lorms upon .i r.irer sfock. Sl.iyii.ilion ,ind corriiptiori 
were the rcsidl. I bs^‘piipiR ” were not more successful, and 
evrwijhe d.yiiiy mnovaboiis of C.itheime the Ore.il failed to 
imbue Riissi.iiis wilR tlu^ uestern spirit. Itv following Hie 
police Ol the Aid I s.irs ^il Muscovy, successive riileis have 
.idded territories to the /'iiipire, and brought ileiehboui ii^ 
pdiples under their douiniion, Init ik^ .imoiinl i^f iiistriiclion in 
.western wavs Ji.ys .illered .ippreei.ihlv the diaracle?* of, tin; 
I'iiissian people.* Xor is Itiis siirpiismy. ,\ iwee which, 
generation after Hener.ition, h.is been ruled bv loreiuners aird 
siiiwived ; which cendd submit to Xor^em.ui, .Mongol, ('.eiinaii 
and Turk, and be content under all ; which is b^' halwt cpiiiriel- 
some biit«nol warlike by nature; which is .unused to liberty 
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and hicapalilc nf individual independence, is niiahle to feel 
tile mipulses which have made the nations of western'RnYopc 
projf'i'ess 

It may have been that belief in the comhion oiit^in of man, 
and tjierefoie the stimlaritv of human nature,dec! the Icussian 
emperors to think that their- people could be'changed in 
character as in appeal anee by the importation of westeiM 
methods. They persisted : the people were passw'e; the 
change was not wrought.' There is no ntaking a silk purse 
fi'om a sow’t; lug. Exaihples, teachers, amide instruction, we e 
provuled, but theie was no real educ.ition—no real progiaiss. 

It was not until-the later halt'of the nmeleenth century that 
the iMuscovite spirit leasserh'c' itself successful', v.' After 
the so-c<illed liberation of the serfs the Slavo|ihil jiarty of 
M oscow obtained a heai'ing and folliAvers. 'riieir cry was, 
“Russia for the Russians!’’ 'Their' creed, f.uth m the 
natural abilities of the Slav peoples! In a fi\v years 
thev triumphed. 'I'lie fdreigners were gradu.dly di'iiii; sed 
from government posts, none are now directls' in the em¬ 
ploy of the Slate, and the reaction went sw) far as to forbid 
them to acquire freehold pioperly within^ tin empire. 
An luteu'estwas t.iken in the Russian language and its litera¬ 
ture; once mo.e Riissi.i progressed on the line' ol Muscovite 
ide.ils. 

Russia, a glam’ in strength, has aroused herseil Irom the 
dull leth.irgv habit had seemingly almost cdiiverled into 
h.itiire, and is now widelv awake.' ' 

For some tune Russia h.is betn pro!/-(.'ssing rapidly : e\’en 
during the last tweiitv vears the ditlerence is so great that in the 
l.irge towns the materi.il change'^ waoiight see'm to h.ive eon- 
vei ted a stagn.uit community into an enterprising, go-ahead 
race, the like of which Europe has not produced since the 
dawn of the Italian renaissance. The activity is as great ar, it 
was wifh the Ivnglish people in the days of (}ueen Elizabeth, 
though, perhaps, it is not so much a revival a* a starting to lile. 
• sThe reason for this is not diflicult to hiid : it is the result of 
the.internal policy of the State. In almi.st every department 
it is (die State which initiates, diVects, controls, and represses o’- 
suppresses. In one particuk'ir it gave its subjects a f''ee hand ; 
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those who believed in iviis^i.iA abiht\’ In be indepi’iident ijl the 
loref^nel’ inie;hl ,ii(l,iii diwelopinp llie n,i 1 iir.il resoiirce-' ol' the 
country; niipht inliodiiee new nuhistiies winch Ihe^ i;o»*'i n- 
"nient ^voiild nni sc with jirotective diitiei* on 11*111)011,itions lioni* 
,iibr<f,id. 'I'he *v.iv to 
iicqiyri.' ww.ilfh w.is ojien 
t») ,ill. Or, ,i iiKiv be, 

th.it t^e restrictions 
placed U\' the potern- 
lyent ii|)on individual 
action, first in one 
sphere, then in .yiytli^'i, 
h.ive obllMinsel ves*bci'n 
cnoiuil^ to diri’cl Hu- 
Ixiissi.in people Ikw.u (!♦. 
nuliistri.il entei prisr^. 

M.in niiist h.i’w sinnc* 
vcijy lor siiperlliions 
rnerqN', and the K’liss 
who niipht h.ivr' fikeii 
to ,irt and succeeded, 
h.is rel.ipsed on com-, 
nierce. \o kloiibl the 
, Ivnqhshfn.iii pets some 
rew ird lor Ins devotion .nj. si »o 11 looss, 

to pTifitics, ’blit wWeii 

oile considers wh.il tin- eiieipN' the .ivei.ipe in.m li illeis .iw.iv dn 

р. irtv, loc.il, .iiul Imi^'ri.il p«lilics would ,ici omplish il diieeled 
si 4 ely to ,‘dv.mcmp each mdiMdiril's business, il is 1, le.ii tint m 
the'si.' days of*r.ice .111(1 wiirlfl coni|)etilion Ihe exeirise ol Ihe 
whole of one's»polilic.il prnilypes h.is its dis.id\,nil.ipes. 'I’he 
niajordy *il K'lissi.ins .trip rehrwed ol .ill lioiible ol eoxx-rnnip 
theniselvirs and of attcmplmp.to ,eo\ern oilier people; their 
interference in domestic or lorci.pii politics is not iKNired nor 
allowed. 'I’he titi/en who fecopnises that this is a reliel can 

с. xercise preater activity m other directions. 

lake a sponpe^ Russia has absorbed ; she has not a*.suni- 
,lated. WIntever there is of Western civihs,1(1011 in ihe liiiisiaii 
is an aurietion; there is no bfend. 'I'he K’ussian is ah apt 
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iinit;itor ; Inil lu' >tops Ihcrf. His acquired knowledge docs 
not'enable him to initiate similar \v()r,k, but lie become's eoinpe- 
tenU’ver.v c]uieklv to act exacllv as lie is taiiqht, lly lumsell 
lyiiiq out on the vard did not our Admiral Crump in one short 
month ihake of KuSsian serf^ sarlois able to ittameuvie a’lleet 
int ) line aeainsi the French ? • '|'hen, what e.xcell'eiit copses of 
W'eslerii oriyinab were made in the days of the cre.it C.itheriife, 
when in art, letters, dress, depeulment, and all tbinos but 
essentials, the Russians became for a time's|uite Freud) 1 So 
prone is the Russi.m tir imitate that he is apt to mistake his 
co[iv for oriuin.il work, so much so that one may doubt 
whelher Rtsssia wll ever hnd neiself. .Of,late yeais she h,is 
tried to accumulate material'wea,Uh bv .adbpliiyu tire methods 
which ha\'i,' proved siiccesslul m the west*. She is pleaded with 
the result. In the slaiiyt o’f the dav, Russia has arrived. 

Roland, moKc than Russia, has'immethately beiielited by the 
recent industrial developments. 'I'lie cause is sntliciently 
simple, 'file Roles possessed yi eotcr practical knowledge tlian 
the Russi.ins, ,ind have established t.ictoru'S whose products 
lin l a market m itiissi.i .it reiminer.itive |irites. Rod/, is both 
the (fldliam .iild Fei'ds ol Russi.i ; \\ .irs.iw is the Hii mmyluim, 
Shelhel'l, ,('k 1 moi'e, for it fiirn ishes ,,ill the articles de Rails, 
y.il.intene ware,'and yoi'xls " m ide in ('ir'iauany'.” to which we 
are accustomed in the Rritish mai t.el. Roland is m.ikiiyu -i lnu 
bid for the trade oI' the h'.ir least ; .ilready her w.ir'es compete 
with foreign yoods in all Riissi.i and tiiberi.i West Of Fake 
fkiikal. Ro'.ind is thr' west .rn iii.inuf.ictiirmy .imir-xe of die 
yreat Russian Kmpire, and as th.it <.he wilFcontinue to proyress. 
Riisu in Rol.ind o incre.isinyiv jirospr rous, and Roles-' in 
.Austiia and (lermany seem .inxiotis to u,^.( undi'V Russi.m rule. 
'I'here is consalerabk- immiyrat'oii which the'Russi.iiis v.iiuly 
i-nde,i\'our to cluck. 

rile unp.ilatable fact to IFitish h'ree-Tr.Kk'i's must be t.ie 
successhiiat has followed the imposition of lynitective tarills in 
the 'ixussi in Ixmpire. It is soleb; to this provision of a sure 
mpidset lh;lt the industrial successes are due, and to it must 
be a,ttributed the yiowth ol towns, witlu larye and thriving 
po[Hi|.ition,s, ever mereasiny m number and we.illh. In shoiO 
the tidoption ot the principle h.is increased the lesources ol 
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to c.ovcr his wile witli sterns, hut tliat is little s.ilisl.iction to 
a 'iiiaii who eaniiot* by any inean^ obiiin lor hii'isell the , 
reiiirenibon he thiiiks his riches entitle him lo receive. HR 
position IS pathelic—»aiul ludicrous. He is as nnhappj'as his 
fellows‘who have'nreat wealth' in minerals,'or produch, ou 
their est.it'es, but are unable turyah'^e their value.’ ■ • » 

'Idle ellect of siiccessfi.il industrialism is seen to best aib'ifn- 
ta.ee 111 the better conditiou ol the tiiwns. All exInbU changes, 
and all clecidediv for thedietter. • • . 

f ' 1 « . ? 

Warsaw' has impiiTved beyond .ill e.xpectation ; its nvin 
streets are well paveil and kept, its new buildings are 
grandiose-'Wlien Jhev are not' handsoi/ie„ ;uid altogether the 
citv is bstentatioiislv jirospevous, in no' less dcg'ree, but in 
not so otlensive a m,inner as 15 erli|I. Soon \\ .iK.iw will 
be a city well worth .1’ Ifing journev to <sc‘e. The sm.iller 
towns do noh.ill share the capital s‘good fortune, but some, 
as Lodz, have siinplv stepped from ific rank of vill.iges to 
cities in two dec.ides. ' , • 

St. I’eterstuii g h.ls also benellted. 

• 'riiere is.it present keen rixalry lor cofninerci^al supremacy 
between' the* c.ipilal ,nid Moscow, and into tins struggle the 
citizens ot t'hc okler c.iph.il are Vlirowang- themselves with 
boldness and J est. I’ossiblv there is not .iclnnlly gi e.iter free- 
' dom iw Moscow than in St. I’elersburg, but it. appears that 
.Moscow is making the faster progress. If it h.is no special 
privileges, perhaps the mass of Ir.iditionp. act as*an nKV''nlive to 
‘'ellort. Idle Kmpress Anne terlncd Moscow her hanghly'little 
republic; the knowledge ol their^re.itci/iijtu|iiitv must produce 
some sense ol independence. .Moscow not »;nly lontuded 
St. Petersbnig, but would coiltnwic if it weVe swept I'tway ; 
Moscow stopped tbeTartar, au(l drove out the Poles ; Moscow 
coiu|ueied the noith, and colo.nised the east*- with such 
achievenienis lo its credit i<‘ would be surpnsnug indeed if 
the M'-iiscovite did not consider himself su|)enor to the pro¬ 
vincial. Apart from all this, •Moscow is .so advantageously 
. situated "'that as a distributing centre it must lead, and 
thizrefore its development as a manulTctiiring towai is in- 
e.vilable* * ’ 

' ddie Moscow of the literary traveller, the Moscow of which 
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,ill h.ive heard, was a superli villaj'e Iniill m a ”Teal hurry less 
^ than lufiKlrcd yeais^aao., 'I'he larur r part of that Moscow fi.is 
already disappeared. 'I'iie reniamder is ,^’oin,>; as f,i,st a 
Londofj slum before a iiewlv elected Comity C'mmcil. Wooden 
^losLliw was pickiiesque and any, hut it wa^ incoiuenient, un- 
sanitaiv, aiwl fire insurance so^'ii.-ties ohiecled to it. ' W'ooden 
iMfiscow w ill never re-appc.*i ; instead tlieiv’is a towai w ith im¬ 
mense huildinus ol white .stucco iwid teriao'otta ; ajowai ot 
siirfacaM'aiJwavs aiuK'lecti 1C ti.inis; ol priced stieets hiiyowed 
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by water and *qas compauu.^ ; ol larpc shops,* i|waeuiliceiit 
arcatles, and al^lhal *eoes to make Ti iftodeiii tijwii lit lor tile 

h.ibil.ition. of tile man ot luisiiiess. 'fhose who would see* 

• « • 

aiivthiiie ol ’the Moscow lliev haw pu lured to Iheiuselws must ^ 
lull I V ; !»ion aJI that w^H be lell ol It n)a\' bt.‘ staled m two words 
I'iia-mhu, churches. * 'I'he “ ba/aar ” ol Moscow is a thine of* 
the past; instead of ^hc dai,k, ci iimbluie, loiil, old ('loslmnoi 
Rvor, Iherc’isti mar'velloiis block ol arcades with tiers ol oeer- 
lieadKalleries. W block* cyntRimipe o\er one Ihoiisaiid shops 
and (dlices, all spick and span -is the l.ilest I'reclion in llerlm. 
(lone, foo.ps the cloth fair under the wall of tile Ritai (iorod ; 
,r;oge the Sundav morning marj^et bv tlie Siikharev liasimia, 
i^one the scrambhne isvoshchiks .ukT the'cl.imf)urupq*«<'iRlors 
of second-hand* edotiiinp. TJie Moscow ol to-day is lit by 
electricity, and is eminently proeressive and res|K'ttable. • 
bird’s-eye view fiauigthe summit of Ivan Veliki is suW a sc;ene 
to enchant the eye, but esetward and soiithw.ird llye vicw'^is 
obscured by tlie dark smoke belclied out b\* many faetTiry 
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stacks. Wood lu/d is no loi^i^cr the rule; the blue sky is 
clouded by the bl.ick smoke fiom lij^u'cous co.d, or scieeued 
bv (he oepia vajxuv;' from part-cousumcd crude petroleum. 

As Moscow, so the other towns in south and east. Kief 
flunks Moscow slow, Odessa believes Kief is f.ir from beiiptt up- 
to-date. All are modifvini^ thei" towns m accord.ince aith the 
views of litness held ;n the west. St. Petersburg and Ihe 
German,.towns in the Baltic provinces are alleiini; too, but, 
.IS fhev were of brick and stone, bmldiipi^s of the same 
m.iterial do not bnipr; about so ^i^rea^ a ch.mue. 

The changes mdic.ite uiimistakablv that Russia is not 

f 

coiuenlionallv e.istern oi\ conserv.itive ir fhiipps materi.d. 
The peo[ile are not ccpitent lO dream and let the world pass 
bv. Thev are active, ihev are strenuous. ITissiaiis are makintt 
monev, spendiipL; monev, a(hlm;4 to their resources, developing 
itlieir coimtrv ,is their means permit. Whatsis more they are 
evolvinu a people. Measured by the standards of the west, 
Russia is m.ikini; rapid prouress. The Russi.ms know this. 
'I'liey believe that their country is another America, and that I'ly 
adoptm;^ cert.un methods from the west their, country will 
,i;row in iniportance as rapidiv as the Gnited States has done. 
How far ihey are justijiet', in their belief time will show. At 
presen* we can obseyve only the workiipp' di methods and 
policies borrowed from the west bv people (vhb are not 
Americans, and who posses^ few, if any, of the characteristic 
qualities of the American people. I 
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L ess llflm Ihrfc'^encration.saiji) K'lihsiaw.is nuilc iiicdi.uval, 
aifd nuicli that, is ojij'^os'ccl’to ^iroj^rcss liiit^cis iii the 
Russia of to-dav. • . . 

There is an idea prev^dent tjiat Russia is a new couiiti y, and 
that the Slavs are«a yo*iny;.lieople. It matters noT how the idea* 
aroste It is erroneoii*;; allhon^h ,i‘eiy.'rally assumed to he line 
on the sireneth ol newspaper •assertion. The |oiirnahst is 
modern. 'I'o him a,Russia anterior to Peter tlie (ireat is as 
nntlnnkahle <in antediluvian Atlantis. lIis*Ryssia<caine to 
life sometime fitter the llrim*-an w.ir; the pres(*n<. Tsar has 
evolved it, eoiisequefitly i1 must ho mw, and somethiim like 
jynerica, yiily yompqer. The jonrn,ilisl*takes the Slav* at his . 
own valnatiun, and the Slav likes to helieve that he is’yomie, 
that his tiee aijd eouiitrv are het^iwnini; a career. 

'[he 'seologieal aee'of Riissni is of no practical importance,, 
a few ;eons, more or less, in^the aqe of a country are of little 
consec|uencu to ns living now. The Slavs are as old as, if not 
older.^han, tTie [people nriiahiiyie the west of Europe. 'I’liey 
lolloued the others west instead of leadin'; them, that is the 
dillereiice. Wlmt is mistrdren *for youth, and hui'stinj; foilh 
mt(^ lile, IS merely an old iiftm's awakening to actnity. Russia* 
with its serfs, leiidal usages, closcfl crjmmiiiiicafioi^s, and 
despotic system^if’ governmeid, was being left behind m the 
race for world snpi-emacy. Now it has entered mtr^compgti- 
tion with other Powers to secui'e material wealth, \vh»;h we o*f’ 
the twentieth century regal'd as.the eepiivalent of civilisation. 

Russia jnay be likened to an, old man begiiise'althdii^h 
wjlling, or forced by circumstances, to adopt modern nethods. 
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others are not relme|uislied. d'o ke,ep up in the rac*e the old, 
niiin is ready to nioiint the bicycle, lud lie will still carry his 
walkintt-stick aiVl we;v a ^ahai dine ; in a foot-race he will keep 
on his Jack-hoots, and cannot iiMderstand that.a yoiinj^ man wiji 
and must'run free. ^ ^ , 

In I'viissia, as' elsewlicre, it is' cnsloniary to blame the 
c;overnment, just 'as the epvernmept officials in tnrp attrihnie 
failure fo the people.'* ForeiLtn critics «,ittach “real ^ inipor- 
l.uK\’ to the form of poverniiient, and possilify, without niujer- 
slandnii^ exactK flow Russia r; Governed. It is kmown that the 
'hsar is ajj absolute monarch; it i^jalsi) pretty oeiier.dly 
known that tdissi.i has ijilinv yery democratic mstitutions, 
amongst them the village coninumes, which are supposed to he 
practically soci.ihstic.. AcKially the; yiivernuient centres in the 
'I'sar, whose (jower, theorelic.ilU’, is rmlimiled. 'I'here ranks 
next, a Council of State, founded hv Alei^ander I., composed of 
some memhers of the Imperial familv, certain Mmisters, and 
the highest dignitaries of the Court. There is a Committee ol 
ten Ministers and ceiiani Crand I tiikes, wihich constitnies the 
actual advisoi'v Prn v Council of the Rmperor i'n all matters ol 
adnnnistra^Kui which are heyoiid’diep'ompetence of the head of 
a dep irtmeiit. . Xext in'r.nlk is the Senate, fouivled by Peter 1 ., 
'and thoneh once entrusted with the direction of Slate Pohev. 
its functions at Ilia present time are restricted to tife |iromula,i- 
tion of new laws, the eiiforcehumt of the, leyal Cride, cfmlii ni.i- 
‘,1011 of titles of nobility, the deliniilation ol boniiddries <111(1 
ownership of real estate. It consists of yialit divisions, directed 
by chiefs of departments and ,tcls as a Court'ol‘ Appeaj, lor 
political offences. Civil suits, and-Cipiii’inal law.* Ouile aiCui, is 
the Holy Synod, for the direction of Church idfairs. 

For administratwe purposes the empire Is djvided into 
provinces, and pacli placed, under the rule of ,i ^(toverivir- 
(ienenjr, and Subdivided'to dilferent officials and ay.nn stib- 
dix’ided until the unit, whether of .the village coifinunie or urban 
pljstrict, i;? reached, of which last the shiivsl or elder, is the 
indiyidiufi made responsible for the niani,tenance of order in 
Ins villaile. In the tinrtv-si.x regular provincial yovernmenty 
of ‘Furopean "Ifussia the administration ■ devolves ^upon the 
rxiiisli’o, A council representing :-T-lhe nobility ; the rest of th.e 
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cnlniudiitfcd inh;ibil;uils except the pe.i'-tmV ; pe.is.iiit (k'le- 

*t<ale^ elected by district .issemblies, who nius| Ik' appiovei^Jtv 

tile (ioi’ernor. 'i'hese Councils have bi^en in^liliilcal to yivi; 

»he piiople some Quilted parlici|iation m llu* administr.Flion of 

such yecii^l concerns as ailed ,their district p.u tic^ilai Iv, as 

tlr^inacc, salutation, and eihicalion. 

'I'he law ol Russia is the luiperial,\Vill ; llfis is made know u 

’ h\' tikasi’s ^>1 proclani.ilions, winch suRse(|ueu(l\' arc embodied 

ill* the codilied kov. ActualK' a muusteiial decicc, order 111 

councfl, or ruling ol the head ol a dep.iiimeui, is accepted as 

law by IIk' olliciaK to whom such ,irc addiess*‘d. 

The W'llJ of |Ik‘ 't>s,ir is par^iH,oflgl, .d least tIu'oreticalK', for 

wherexer* there is adiniiiislralion In (*'oimcil the Ciowu is 

represeiitetl. h'or gis|aiwrc,,al Ihe IhiK’ Syuod the Rmpeior is 

represcnied bv ,1 laym.ifi, the* proi iii ator, w hocdecides whal , 

topics shall be dist*usse?l, aild without his appro\ al lii st obtained 

no ([ecree of the Svhod is valid, tin, <il Ihe meeliiiys ol 

lirban and District Councils, the loc.il yowruor is reiireseiiled, 

and has the rmhl !<* veto any decision at which the Cloiincil 

may arrive, and'lo annul all decrees that are irrey;Tilar, or treat 

of matters other*than thosig prripr riy rcley.iled to Ih^'Council. 

leach oHici.il chy lox'ink IS respousibTe his siipei lor ojlicers, 

tijey in turn to superiors, until the head ol the dcp.irtiijeiil is 

reached, whft is responsible to the Tsar. 'The oHicials are 

bound by Ihe'laws, reu;ul.ilioirs and by iusliiidions Irom 

Iheir.supc'l'iors, and thev rule tiR’ coiiiitrv. The tendency is to 

increase their power, ^uid lo*reduce Hi,it ol Ihe composite 

Coun^cils ; tilt a*cli\ ity ol 'I'owii Councils is circiimsi ribed, .uid 

since .f(S8p thi’ aiftocracy of,thi! communal villaye .uliiiiiiistr.i- 

tion has been cunsider.ibly moyliHed by Ihe appomiuieni of 

more reside^/ district iiiacistr.ites. 

li is by these me,ins that the Stgite eovcriis. . 'I'hi' ai my, llie 
** * • » >. 
iil/iiiiii r/ilio rccy/'ii, can at need enforce Ihe rule ol Ihe Clown, 

and iiiaiiv civil se*r\gints direct .'«id control the ]>roeress of Ihe 

'I's.ir's subjects. 'I'he State has also to initiate. Its policy is 

iiiodern enough in s«me [larticulars ; it knows the value of 

protecting home inriustries, and how to eiitiage succesi»fully in 

a tariff war.^ • 

,lt also leans towards Sod iksiii, by directly interfeiing witR 
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inclubtiio, Mi'd c.iirviiii; on nianiil.ictiinnfi ;i,ncl iitlicr 

nioi|iopoli(-‘>. It niav 1 h', oI conr^o, tliai the lAissian Ministei' 
of Finance I'l in.willing tliat anv lax.ihle coinmiKlitv slio,nkl la.l 
in vield'iie rei'ennc- Ivan the I'en ihle would not til'io.w the 
Mo-cow inei'chants to liade without hi- diii'ct peiiiti—ion, and 
after that wti- ,!;ivcn Ihev niu-t w ait . intil he and In-ch,incelli|)i- 
had ho:ic;ht and -old 'in t veiw market. The Russian Sl.ilc 
to-d;iv Is' almost a- |ealo» s. It ma\' he lhaj it is ineivlv disarm¬ 
ing Siicialisin hv adoptiiie as much of its p, mci|)le as it (..vn 
absorb with prolit to it-elt. 

There ..ire State railwavs and conm.Mimealions ; theie are 
the Slate fore-ts and domain'., St.ite mines, li'shei les, .ind I,inns. 
State mdiistiies iailw'a\', 'hip[mip, pi,'son, and other; and 
latest, the spiiit monopojx',, w OI ked soleiv bv the Slati', and this 
lirst ye;ir retnrmiia ,i prolit o^ lOfi .per cent, on the e.ipit.d 
'emploved. 

l'b\ji|oit.ition bv jii i\:|,te linns is repnlaled by reipiinna the 
employment of St.ite oHiei.il-. I'oi nisi.nice, m ,i iniiu thi'ie 
nuist be ail enpmeei i|n.ihlK(l In (lovermneiil de^prie, we.iniyy 
a nmforMi, bpl a.il.ined bv the owner. It e.\pl is.xvs are Used, 
another ejipei t must be r ippaye. l m' addition.' .\n inspector, 

• issist.int inspector, siipinivteiideiil ol police, policemen, doctor, 
nurses', hospil.il .md Mhir .itteiid.iiits .leeordma to the mapmi- 
tude of the nndert.ikina, must be enp.iped bv tin,'iuvner, ihoiiph 
all an.' ('tovernmeiit emploves. Sir.inyesI ol nil, Hv pi n ate 
linns ni.iv li.ixe to pioiidi- the s.ilaii’, oi part ol the s.il.iry, ol 
the loi ,il I list ice. I It some nisl.iiices the s.il.n les ai e p.nd to the 
St.ite, and the ollu i.il is s.il.n ii'd bv the Slate .iceoi,diiiy; to r.ink 
and semonty. 

d ins pi inciple extends \ ei v l.ii ; llii-'ordinal v urban honse- 
liolders must enwape polu emeu w ho, lor bn .tehes ol by-l.iw's, 
'are snminoiied .iiid lined willioni relereiiee to the liouseholder, 
whosi^ servanvs thevaie*.' In fail, Russia seems |(‘ be workid 
entnely Iw people who we.ir Uie (iovernfiu'nl miilonn. All 
tUese olkci.ils, from the humble dvormk to the head enp;nieei, 
have a* <iovernmeiit i|iialihealion, but ^olten little pr.iclieal 
e.x'penence of the work rei|niied of them. ddi.it e.xpenenee 
iIk-V ob'lain at the cost ot„tlieii' emiiloyers. l-’oreipn linns in 
tiiismess in Russia I.ike these men jnst as wh.ilmt; e.iptains will 
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take a cx’i tilicatfd mate iK'cansc tin,' Hoard of#'!', ado i c^iil.ituais 
•ictiiiirc tlioin lo do s(f, And'in addition have tlu-ir own picked 
men to do the .ictii.il, practical work. 'I'he luiijiher of ''c]iia*li- 
Ijed ” men is increasing, and the splierc of llieir aclivitv^widen- 

Evefy (racier nuisl take lyat n licence, every one l;>e employs 
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must he licensed ; to t.iJcc out a wrone licence is to risk a heavy 
line. All the limits of sublimed socialism arc evident, and the 
division of lalro'.ir car-rie'l to ridiculous extremes. A licensed 
e1erk*may ncX receive mmievy.even though it he hut a few 
copecks to put rieht oiif of ifis own errors of I'pauriiin, for the 
man who is licensed for or.v (hi’ne m.iy not attempt another. 
In the higher stages, if a corporation has the riclit to mine (fold 
at a certain ]ilace, and aKo discovc’rs einpptir, it’ i»iay no^^mine 
tl.A- copper—so n»(hmc is said of the find, and "ood ore i^oes 
on to the Iieap of talhni^s. That is the economical cxl^Joitaticyl 
of the natural resources of the country under State dire-ition. 

'Fhe vill.iee commune winch e.xisted in different forms from 
tinfe immemorial h.is inclined the Russian jiea.sant iowarcR 
socialism. An individual, msteacUiJ/ dityiiig to achieve, some-^ 
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thiii!^' lOi' liimsdt forms an aitcl, or association. 'I'lic artel 
tlctcrinines tile char.i^cs to he made, oto Vtaites to he aceepted, 
.u.Li receives the money, wliicli the members share. Hotel 
w.liters pool their tips, laboni ers the prices paid tor dilferent 
jpb^., messengers the allowed tax. In striets, ol’lices, wai''- 
houses, shops, factories, railway stations, and the Sta.U Cus¬ 
toms the .irtelshehik is,found. The one ady.mt.iue is Ih.it his 
artel oiiaranlees not his eompetooce but his hoiuslv, in so 
far a'; it makes ooiid .ill losses oeeasioned by Ins fraud or 
iieLtlioence. , 

rile mdivKlii.il h.is lew ojiporlunities lor distinonishmo 
hiiuselt outside die (lovernmeiit seiviei.'. , l.ii the si'iviee there 
Is sometimes meompeleiier, sometimes dishonesty, .md always 
mtiisiie. 'I'he sery.mt who is diseoverpd in .my irreaiil.irity is 
either tr.uislei red to a dist^.uil po^-t, or reseyiis IIk- seiwiei-. If 
he h.is been popiil.ir with his subordm.iles, ,ind has been siiHi- 
eieiilly iiKlusIrioiis to learn how deji.ii tmeiils aie m.mayed, he 
commences m -ome business on his ow n account and siwceeds. 
Other [leople benelit, .md the (lovei iiiiieiit is m some nie.isnre 
compeiis.ited for its loss of ,i yood serv.iiii, oi the depretlalions 
ol ,1 bad <,)np. 

These Ihiiiys are .ill eyideiiee nl .lye, not ol )i)iilh. 'I'he 
youip^ conmtunity li,is itself with ,i Ooieriimeiit suited to ils 
needsf and the sysU-m of eovciimieiil beeoims iinore iiilric.de 
as the commmiity yrows, ,ii,id soeietv becomes more complex. 
The autocr.it .ictiiiy Ihroiiyh subordm..tes and diieetmy eveiy 
tiction, Is the outcome of a s\stem .is old .is the Chinese 
Civilisation, and is esseiiti.illy e.islern I'.ilher than western ,uid 
modem. 1 

In Iv’ussi.i it IS not easy to determine what ev.icllv nitiy be 
done with impunity. In some respects life there is like Ih.it m 
the old Cerm.in town where it is well to note the hour before 
one sneezes,,since whoever mdulyes at certain limes is mOlcted 
in a line of one thaler. 'Hie Muscovite i.nu|ik, who d.ired ,lo 
wipe his nose on a liandkerchief which bore the Tsai’s ['oi trail, 
found himself in ;i se;i of troubles. Ample l.itiliide is allowed 
ifi the way of personal abuse, but one ifitiy not ctill another a 
•fool—there is a Scriptural injunction ayamst that, and d is 
consequently a legal olfence too. A “ vint’’ pl.iyir called his 
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partner a fool for needlessly ti iimpnyr; tlieir jr»ck. d'lie ofle-ncjed 
man brought liis acci^(?r hf-fore the c'oiirt. 'The culprit pleaded 
ITj-ovocation and, knowing that the jnd,r;e* w^tnld be* a pas- 
iionate»follo\ver of the national t^aine, explained the irudter in 
iSetail. The jydj|e became int<.'rested ; not excited as the'paT- 
.ticulai^ of ^he play were idven." “ 1 took the trick with my 
cpiecn, and instead of throwini; a\v.ty,*my p;irtner jilayed the 
kiiij^l” slioiited the abushr. “ d'lie.fool I ” said tlm- judge, 
‘T'^l>-hc»mUnext «ase.” • 

•Tliere are miscarriages»ol justice m evei \«country. Russia 
is no exception to thej nie, but in sonu instances thy methods 
of oftieialdfiin ari? [feei’iliar to the. country a'td race. I lere is 
an ilhisti,ative instance ; * ’ ’ , 

“ Jilarfa Ivanovr.'.i was a hantl in a tobacco faetorv where 

• • •* * * * 

Ivan Petrovich is loreinan ; Pan seduces IM.irfa ; deserts 
her ; subsequently iiy .i low beer-shop the two meet, the* 
woman npbr.iidst the man ; iu>, ejn aged, jnishes her away ; 
a»knife is in his hand, wilh it she is wounded ; two d.iys 

afterwards she dies ; Ivan is arrested and sent to trial. All 

* 

this is conmionplace ; there is nothing th?it .makes Kiissi.i 
ijidispensalde to the stor.y. Ifnt note the sc'qfvel. Some 
ofticials, anxioi.*^ for’a case i^ai^ist the keejier of the 
beer-shoji,'deemed this the oppe^ttmity to m.iRe one.. 
Mattcrsi’were so represented to the frecinenters‘ of the 
hot;se who were present, tJiat they admitted a senflle 
then took place ;• l)v leading tpiestions Iv.in w.ts catisetl, 
to indicate that there was a general light, in the course 

% • Of 

of whiyih.the woman was hurt. Result: Ivan is set at 
’liberty, tuul. the keeper of, the beer-shop is lind live hun¬ 
dred roubles for •having permitted a disturbance on his 
premises." , * 

Any ordinary pi-rson who endeavours to thw.iit the holdeiA 
of office i^i quickly worsted ; by experience the'generaj,public 
fias learned tha^ it is best not to meddle \vi(h the methods 
of oflicialdom. Hence the apathy to the common wtlfare, and 
the triumph of the corrupt ofticial. Late one nitwit three 
well-to-do Moscow citizens were walking along the Sretenka 
\Mien they saw one of their townsmen in a state o'f helpk'ss 
intoxicatidn being sliamefully ill-treated and dcs]'oilc»d ^ot his 
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Lj.iiineiiK bv a (R'oniik—a crcalurc of the poliee. l''iiuhiiL; 
leiiioii^ti.inee ol iio'awiil, tiiev soneht (‘In.- aid of a ,1401 aidvoi, a. 
piihcePiaii of luLiK'! eradc, and uislied tlie olfendine dvoiiid'; 
taken into eiistodv. 'This the polieeman refused to d,h unless 
thev would aeeoinpanv him tit Ihe chastok a'lul lay their plaii^t 
personallv belore the chief 'there. To this tluw' consented. 
'I'hev h.id to lem.tm i.u the police-st.ition all ni^ht, and qiiite 
late tliq nevt d.iv their evidence ■ w.is t.iki-n .ind <hev were, 
pernutted to qo to their homes. Some "d.n’s later‘'tlv.'V were 
siumuonei' to attend at the ch.ot.ok, and kept waitiijp lone 
in the .mte-room. W hen the chief s.iw them he s.nd thev 
appe.ired''ti) be the aeqre-'^ois. l)id thev mt-'t Ix-heve it.-' 1 k- 

would call the acrin(.‘d's \\<tno^'.»'s who h.id alre.iiK lecijenised 
them in the .mte-ioom. One .ifter another ,i number of 
sti-.iiipers to them teslil'ied to a i|mt(- diitvient stoiw. Were 
,thev coiumccd now? Xot ndhlie le.ist ; but thev e\pressi’(l 
their s.itnt.iction, were quite pr.iteful th.it thev were allowial 
to po tree and tint the' rase could lx- drop[ied without a 
“'C.mdalons eeposure ” ol theiiisehes ! 

If oiu- ot the public does pet a temporal \ .'uh'.int.ipe over an 
oIIk nl, It Is .i^eiiei,illV obt.lined ulu 1,insi loiisly. .An r-rslw h 1 le 
chief ol polire in a pre it town, he iritin that .it .1 r'citam taxeni 
the keeper wa*. in the,habit of t.ikmp e\'r-n the clothes of Ins 
custoiuers in p.iwn, deteimnu'd liiniselt to nisestiuate tilts 
alleged breach ot the law. lie dispiiised himself with wi.p, 
beard, and p.mit, and 111 pr-as.uit's o.ifb went to the t.ivern. 

' Soon, pi eteiidinu to ha\ e di link awtu' all Ins iiionev, he oll'err-d 
Ills sherpskm (ii.it as seruritv Vn e.xcl'tanpe tor \odk.i. 'I’lie 
attendant referred to the propnetiii, who came, j^lei.'ullv 
I 11 bill lip his hands, lor he had .il re.ttl v 1 er opnised h is customer. 
"Xot needliil, I assure 'l our sR\c,ellenr v ! Come when you 
Jike, and dimk just wh.il \ou like ; 1 will fiiisl you,” he said m 
all pood faith,^lor it did not seem to him ,it all mipr-ib.ible ’tint 
an 0111^*101, a noble by birth and ol ex.illed st.iUoii, should resoi-t 
to ,i low taxeiii to indiilpe m .1 stv drnikmp luiul. 

• ♦ lolei^ation of Ollier |)ersoiis' belief is characleristic of the 
prr»ient :ipe m Wesleiii t'airope, but the orthodox Church 
la k’ussia* does not coimteiiance lemlv m dealmp with heretics. 
Only last .iiitmim there wer^ riols .it I’avlovka hec.viise of the 
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pcrse(;uli()ii of (lie heterodox by (lie CluirUi^ A strong c.tprdeb- 
■ Sion of opinion \va;*;il*so evoked by the iitleranees of a ,Mr. 
Stakhovieh at a Conttress of tlie Home Alissiims held ‘it Orel. 
«Mr. ^^irtihovieh was the oHieial^ represenlatiie of (he Govern- 
ilient for (he Yobihtv, and the sub|(.'e( bolore (he Conoioss’ w.G 
thi^ method of liyhtin^ diss»nt in the Province ol Orfl. 

Mr. Slakho\-ieh, had the teiiKiilv lo*1110x0.that the Conyrc^s 
should peY.tioii for the aboritioii of lh«'*pmnshmen( alfliched to 
“.olleiK*r's and crimes ” a,r;amsl i chyion. * * 

‘Antony other (hmys hc'rel.iled an meideirt in the district 01 
Trnbchevsk, in (In- ndYernment ol Orel, where, with ,the know¬ 
ledge and *appi (iT'.ri ol the pi u«.t and the loe.il aiuhoiiiies 
pel sons .suspected of, beiiiy* hinndists were impnsoiu il in 

the elniixh. .A t.ible •roxered xvith .a clean cloth xvas then 

• • • * - 

bronyht in, and on it wyis pta^ed ati ikon ol (he X'linm Mary. 
The prisoners wr*re le»l scpaiately to the t.ible tind oideied to* 
kiss the picture. II they 1 eliiw (1 •tln.y xxere (hiashed. d'hosc 
xx'hosc* faith w.is weak al once l eturned to orlhodo.w; but there 
xvere others x\ lio'-e Jhi ashiny had to be repeated lour tunes. 
Tins, it w.is st.ik-d, happened some eiylileen yc’.ir,-. .lyo.* 

Char.ieterishc of (he*feelinos aiul in.inner of tllofiyht ol the 
piiests IS the aiisxxei* xvhic*h Mr. St,rtdii*vich received Irom one 
to whom he said, “Yon st.ited there* xvere lormeil^- lorlv 
Stnndist faiwilies m this district, and that npw there ,ne only 
four. Xyiiat has become of the* others f’’ "Oh,” xx.is the 

ansxxer, ‘‘they h.ive Iteen dep.orted by ti'e yi.ice of Hod to 
Sibei la and (he Trans-C.ispi.iij district.” 

It Is (riye th.it (oler.ition was proclaimed in 1.SS3 ; but 
*e.xceii<ion xvits made m Hie law lor cert.iin secis xvhose tenets 
are danyerous to life, ^)r treasonable to the St.ite. I hese are 
cl.issed as “ esne>ei.illy obiiTxioiis ” sects, and, by Ku'Si.iii leyis- 
latiye [irocednre, (he number of sects which^caii be bronyin 
under (his* headiny is liable to be ifddeol to .tt any bx 

* Ministerial Cifcn'lars.” 'riieje are secret documents sent ti 
yoverniny ollicials, and practically insti nct them how to niter 
pret the law. So secret are these “ Circulars,” th.it*it is no 
infrei|ueiit for them to be sent round, by a (rusted olhcial hanc 
for the recipients merely to read (lyn.l siyn their i>,lines as havnii 
ri,‘ad), no sanyle copy liemy allowed to remain 111 the K.iiids v 




Inin-, (i| ()i It I .il;< (I 1111II i( r 1 u ( 11 i.il 'lull .11111 'I u ' I 11111 u;'' ,irr i u it, 

■ mil c.mnnt In . tui tin l.iw ‘it tin Liml u 'i i ,ili<l mi, .iiiil wliu- 

\ n ", l \ Ni- I LI 1 I ' I I 111 11 .11 \ 11 I 11 I ' .1 t I ,l< i III rl .111(1 II11 w I II 111Ill 
liillrt.,! 

.\ liK'.llIlL liilu;lli' I-' lll.ilv t'l LU t It' liwilir llltil 11 I mi'll.'. 
I ;l fi il r (111 A 11 I 11 II -I II111 1 II I 'a I l.l\ .1 || II 1 /r.l |i Ills I 111 11, i'( LtLtlll.L; I III 
hell.lit lit St. Xlllliil.l', .lliillslll tliilll III' sllllllllcls .1 (llO\\s\ 
'll! ip-kci'l II'I wliii Ii'i'iitiil till' liilri II 1 nil, 1 - uilli Ills lest. 
“ .\ \\ .IV 1111 !i till it I K'l , .ui. ,1 \ I ' lie ( ,il In I li.uk. “ , \ t tills iin- 

l•.ltlll\ liiiiir 'iiiir pill 1(1 s.iiiil 'Iri'i let 1 1 riie sistci w.is liiiil k.v 
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(his lc;vi(v ; ednsulcriiiL; il ;in aspersion uyodi (he cliaiMclijr^of 
tile saint who is reiKtw'iied tor his w.itehfiilness, slie i eportecl 
the words. 'I'he man was hrinieht before file ,lUlhoritfes and 
lienteijcx-d to a term of detention in the ehastok aiul a^ehurcli 
[Teiiance. • . • • 

^TIh' penance is a livinp.institution, not onK’ as reliuioiis 
discipline, but the tittintf aecompaniirtewt to ;j leual punishment 

for eeitain ollenees. It is :?aid that ()n'#e a Ih itish suNeet who 

« • 

htd cohmiitted stune trilhnu misdeme.fiioiir, w.is ordfia'd ,i 
peiTanee and sent to (Ik* nearest Anyliean chureli. W’li.it 
happened (here need got be statid here lest lli,L;h and Low 
Church partisans Th^pule as to its# leijalitv. Uet it sulliee (h,i( 
all parties were satislied. « • . ^ 

The Russian Clnirelr is very lori^ixinr;, cniite C.itholie, and 
ubsoliilclN' iiuliscriniiiiiilu iii*i‘uiulci«iu^ ;iul .iiul sui'viuu to those 
of its nu'inbers who .ne ii.' need, but it has its tfii k pl.u'es and* 
in proiiortion as its lyspoiisi liilil les become piwater and niou' 
.isenentllv apparent so do its shortcomuips ineiease. A h'W 
years ap;o, a number ol ICissianduly el.isserl in I'asspoii and 
I'olice-book as <)l the K’ussian Orthodox l''ailh," \\ ith r iwtilieates 
proving Iheir l•e,^ 4 ular attend.yiee at the Comimiinyn nf (he 
Church, were tiled .fnd eonvieted (*l Uolduiy iKotheii iites in 
seeri't, inelndinu tlie ollermr; dI ,i liiint.m \ielmi to perils ,\'ho 
wen- older in' the Lind by m.inv eentuiies (h.in the relfeion of 
Christ. riic l.iw Ilf Russia, (Ik' St.ite, compelled cei l.iin 
rehpioiis obsery.inees, 'mil these he.ithens duly obeyed it, but, 
kept up the f.ulh (hey jueferryd side by side with their Church 
attendanee. . 

* f’.ri'amsiif is, not e.xtfuct iii lyiiropean Riissi.i, and is not 
eonhned to isol.iled districts in those' ICislern I’royinces which 
c.une under Russian pioteetidii subsec|uent to the Rhisso- 
rurjosh War. 

In m.inV ix.ies (he khissj.in St.ifc- is'^enejous V) (he pgior and 
tflheted. Aeeitrd'inp to the^ sterner code nl (he west the 
Russian is too p1iil.inthri)[iic, pixinp rehel so oltew and, so 
\ ai iouslyas (o eiieoiir.ipe indipence. h'ree hospitaO sc hools,* 
pl.iyprounds, orplrmapes, hbr,tries, almshouse^, and the hke'are 
found ,ill oyer K’lissia .ind Sibe^aa. The wuillhy* .ire lAo 
pgnerinis. On a public liohd.iy (he people pet not oiily paries 
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thro\vn open, Im* arc ciiln (aiiied with an onlilnoi' tlicatrc, 
acrobatic pci lorin.inccs, fncwork.s, Irca 'wiipes and ridro, and 
tlK 1 e u muMC c\ ci'>. \vlicrc. Tlicrc arc .is.sociations for almost 
c\'(.I'S’r;ood work, mcnidnpi; a sociciv lor imconrai^inri iitlilclic, 
CjUncs. Children are praved, a'lul almost paid, to play loolhall 
and tennis in sninmer ; not a \illar;e but has its s\\m,r;s and 
eiant's strides ; and, out in Siberia, toboa^.m slides, sprin.rt- 
boards, ser'saws, and walking-poles ,a'e also a,ms .il, and may be 
Used by .ill, liee. Il lhi'\iiimr; kiissian does not l’iow 'uallh\', 
yiaoron^ and strong;, it is not lioni kick ol iipporliiiuty to 
ext'iaise himself, but beeaiisi,' h.ibil is too sliona willi Ins 
p.irent^. ' , 

Il Is said K’lissian ^Inhliefi faimol pla\'. Some are not 

• illowed to do so ; but all e.ni. .md ino-J do, pla\ as heailiK .is 

do haia] ish or .in \ o lifer i injdi eii. .•’riiV liisf check is when 1 lu- 
i'inid ,e;ocs lo*si.liool ,ind i onuii, n^a-s ^loo c.ii K- to we.ir ,i 
nniloim .md teci iN u spon-vbihlies. ()ii,cc in the imiloim the 
Riissi.in Is III It loi (War. 'the nnu ci sii\ p.irb si ici ecds that ot 
the school, and the pi.idu.ilc must lontiinie wi.iiiiil; .i decor.i 
tio.I or (locket iiylil he .aocs to his l.isl sK'cp, ,(,nd in his still, 
closed 1 1 ,111^1 I.S pi, iced “the p.issp.a t t'i Si. X icl ivkis, ’ w h ndi the 
(>rthodo\ h,i\e buried ryllytlK'in. • • 

It i'.«to the foiilh o^ K’lissi.i ih.it one looks nfr induoitioiis ol 
any (.'h.wipe. I'he nnirii'siK s| iidcnts i \ ei \'w hcrc'jii e assiimeil 

to lie r.itliei .ihe.i 1 thin .ibic.isl ol the tendciuies ol the d.ixa 

** • ' 

and the I'Jiissi.m st mlei 1 1 Is 1 lo I \ception To the i iile, 'I'he hie 

♦ , I • • 

Is pioh.ilily imii|iic, |oi tluac is no lommon .issot i.itioii ol 
students ,it all. 'I’iic nni\cisi|ies ,ne ni(*iel\' .in .iimrei;,ilion ol 
cl.iss-rooiiis ,ind lei I in edi.ills, 'I’he tndeiils l.ik.iie; .i conise 
hie m the town with ihcii p.irenis I'r rel dues ,md ,irc co.iched 
.it home. 'I'liose wh ) iiiiisl h\( in I xlpinps t.ike .ip.iiimcnis in 
.1 Inrnished hoti I, or bo.nd in ,i pio.it- l.imiK. '.\o hotel or 
house m.iy beioi'ne .i ceiVre lor sindenis ; noi ni,i\' .niy rc'l.ni- 
r.mt, t.h'ei n, or I o/( r .ih I loi Ihein spcci.illy.■ 'I the iinicci sil\ 
students slionid resoi | thei c Ih.il pl.ii e is ,it i I'm e closed. The 
siiident m.iv know, ,it le.isl by sialii, those who I,ike the s.inie 
coirtse and .itlend the s.une lecinies .is hinisell, but he c.innot 
liKike aci (■ii.nnIaiK, es e.isil\', ,md Iheii is no possibility ol .i cl.iss 
becomm,a so closely knit by lomnion lies .is to .n t like .i hvnia 
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ortjanism. Every class-room has its inspcct(jc. If Uic stutlcnts 
'between lectures tallf "witli each other, oi’, meetmi; in (lie 
CQrridors or entrance by ch.nice, stop to con^ci-^e, the iiupei^nir 
;it once4ntei feres and separates them. l!ile at tlie universities 
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IS unutlcr;ilily chil!. All wear iiiulonnsj air are shunned as 
students, d'lie latest sflieme is to build hostels, ostr'iisibly that 
tfiere may be some such couiinon life and unison as exists at* 
other universities, but flic stiufents believe that the hostels will 
♦itrik^'^at sueb few liberti(;S as remain to them. 'I’lie students 
who 'do not board witii the^r parents or responsible relations 
will be housed iiTthese hosb-'ls, where insjiectors will h.ive them 
completely ^it their merev aiul prevent association, and not 
allow them»a moment unwatched•■ind-untended.. 

• The uuneral .altitude of the university student is flue of 
antagonism to the<5overninenf. He h.ites the armj^as beiiyy 
the apotheosis of brute force ; army ollicers have eiyial con^« 
tempt for the studeifls. Sent into the aimy.is a disciplinnry 
im-asiire, the recalcitrant student is committed to the* ereatenl 
misery ; Ik? is also just where he is not wanted, and where most 
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harmful. The soldiers uiulerst.uul him if the oflieers clo not. 
It is with them th.it lie h.is to .issoeiate.'und he ean inthience' 
tliEm. . The dam,vr was perceived ,md the remedv at once 
applied. The miiver'ilv students .lie reermted trom alt- classes, 
.-y cert.nil amount of le.irmip'^ Trees one froifl ipilitarv service, 
and it is n,nlit.irv service the Knssi.ip pe.is.nit is most .inxioiis to 
avoid. The pe.is.nit student, when he .i^ets hack to Ins own 
vill.iL^e, ;n.ikes the army^ less popni.ir theie. The petty tr.ider 
and tk'C well-to-do pe.is.nit h.ive equal coi'teuipt for'the army ; 
the petty ofticei-, ,qet less as w.iqes th.in thev themsel\,es ’c.ni 
m.ike e.isilv. Thev me.isnre Ins litness hy the money he 
receives, think hhn a fool to work loi'* so httle, nnd do not 

I 

hesit.ite to express their,oprnioli.* Mverv ve.n the .iriiiy liecomes 

more nnpopnl.ir with the masses. . 

It is to .1 (lovei imient posit<(‘in 'of s’lme kind th.it the 

K'dnc.ited Russian turns, ,md witfi tin;coijditiops th.it oht.im the 

(loverimient does secure tiu' best t.ilent the coimtiv prodiiees, 

for only .i tew and not the m.i|oril\ atlem[it to ni.ike tluii' ow n 

wav in the woild—wimh is not the s.ime .is m.ikiiiy one's w.iv 

to eimimnce in the Serxiees. , . 

The l^<iusi,in nmversitv stiiijents,. who ,ire. not liyiiio 

situations imder the (lo^veiiinient or’I.iknm' the medic.il decree, 

direct kheir .itlention t4) science, ,nid p.ii ticnl.ii h to the applied 

science*-, with .i \iewto eiiy.iymy m sdine indnsjrril piiisinl. 

Ik’ili.ips thnuiL^li comiikue j\ill e<inie .i- yie.it, nr yre.iti’r, lu'c- 

doin, in othei m.itlers .ilteclny^ the piihltc well.ire. It seems .it 
# • . * 

Li-I to he ree oyni-ed hv the St.ite th.it it eomnierce is to siu ceed 

it must not he U tteied willi ilhnnt.ihle lesli it liniis.^ When tree 
eomnierce and industrv sh.ill have he^otteii ,i Iniowletlyiv't llu 
ohhnatioiis lihertv conlers it is niiK* re.isni.iliie to suppose th.il 
there will he ^encr.il icl.ix.ition'of t^.ile conlinj. 
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TfiK NI'.W AMERICA 

^T^HE Rilssia of ty-(fayisol’tcii Icniicd the’* Nc\v*Amcrica.” 

'['lie lEissians tliemseKAs*.so' Rivard it; but when one 
wishes to lindewict points of R'seniblmce, one is told that the 
portion of the Russian KinpRe whidi is most hke the Eniled 
States IS the induiStnal.and aencnltnr.d region in*south-easl ol 
Knro^iean lAissia. Travellers say that Jhis country is nuieh the 
same a'l the “middle Stales ’’ ; but, tor the Ihissians there the 
“New Anieriea ” is the distant lands towards sunrise ; incentral 
Siberia it is sa<d4o be beyond Ihiikal, and thosi’ there Kiy that 
the “ New Anieiae.i ” is Mancluv'ia. • •, 

IRissia is prcsuintd to* rival AmeiiC.i in extent, natural 
wealtii, and, reeeiitlv, in produelivcnesst In the soiRli-east 
there is yrowji belter wheat than that ol Dobrudse'lia, a'whe.it 
that eipr^ls, il it does not surpas^» the best nl the Red K’lvei 
country. 'I'lic wheat hell is an immense tr.iet, but it can lu 
extended almost indelinilelv, and il is said the kind to lx 
bruuylit undur cnllivalion south-east ol Samara is even bettei 
than any yet ^owji. ' , 

Il is on the “black miil,” and iiincli of the black-soil countr' 
remains to be opened up b)'*raiK?ays and pioneer settlers. 'I'lii 
thicl^ness va'ries from two inches to more than six feel, am 
where it is \hickesl it is not likely cvhr fo.beccxiie exhaustec 
provided that it^s farmed in a sensible manner. Up to th 
present the land has been cultivated in primitive fashion ; tli 
rotation of crops is not attempted, manures and top-dressiiifi 
are iinnsed, the remedy practised is to allow Ihe land to 1i 
fallow. In the production of wheat and other vereafs Rus\ 
m;jv yet rival America. 
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The next natii'-.il procluet of iinporlaiiee is tiiuher ; of this 
tliere is in i'iiissia .md Sihciia an .qrparently inexhaiislihle 
suppK;. It is pot ^o larqe a^ Aiiieiiean tiinher ; much of it is 
at pre-Mail macccssihlL% aiul the science ol lorcslry e neitlic' 
muUa'stootl nor xalued. Much of the forest i^ h'lcli, and hircii- 
wood mahrs the be^t p.ipcr-pnlp. 'This i^ an indiistiA whieil 
IS in its inlanc}' ; it m<is( yrow ; and there is more tlian one 
fortmie^in it for tile iiy.hl people. ' 

It IS in the peliolemn mdistix tint l\ is^i.i inosl rioselv 
ri\als the f'mtrs.l Sl.itr-s ol .Xineiic.i. In icXijo the I’> dm oil 
lielil prodiK'ed o\'er .t thoiisaiul million impi'inl y.illons ol 
r'lude pelroknm, some 15..per cent, i'ess' 'di.m the .XiiK'iican 
output. In iS()o the jirodiK e'ti om li.iLn Ind mere.ised to 
211)7 million yalloin. Ol some 15 per ceiil.inoie tli.in tint ol 
.\mei KM III the s.im;' \ e.ir. . 

I SoiiK’ tweiit\' tl;oii-..uid h.iials .ne eiiiploM'd in the I!,dm 
Oil distiict. bill ol tin se lema llrin live llioiie.nid .ue diiecih' 
mi;,i:;ed in oeltmy oil, leliimiq il, and lie.ilmy the In- 
prodiicts. Ia'ss than li.ill this niimbei is Riissi.m ; I'eisi.nis, 
T.irl.n s ^nul .\i iiiem.nis loi 111 Ihe bulk. The iii’sl ilK-d l.ibonrn 
lecenes lioin tliiiU to liltv slnllnm- ,i month .is w.iees; lillv 
shillings Is the .0ei aye pa.t ol stokeVs, oi'ei s, s|ill-nien .iiul 1 e- 
eeivers, ; I ikk Inn u s y^et Ironi foiii |o si\ poimds ,i month, and 
enymeers Iroin li\e to riylit. I'll'' rliiel eiiymeeis, tlu'inists 
and mainyi-rs .111- toi eiyiiers, u e eiv my hiyli s.d.n leo. 

Ihe li.dsii held is not \eiv exIeiisiM', .md ,il Ihe piesent 
r.ile ol production miisl willim ,i lew \e.iis be exlniisled. 
Iheie ai e no\\ soime itio hi ills (iiy.tyed m the, mdiislis, ol 
whom oni\' lhirt\'-lhi ee comineiKei' opeiMlioiis belore. i Spo, 
whilst npw.irds ol 'i\|\' h,i\e been nst.ddished snnc iSijS. 
I.arye pi olits have been nnde Ilu ' M11 /osll C'omp.mv Ins paid 
a dixidend of 70 per cent., Ihe C'aspi.m Conip.iiu 41; |)er emit., 
Ihe Halm b'lunjnny 38,per eenl., and Ihe Schib.nell, 2S per 
cent. 

IhepiKep.nd to Ihe yovernmeiit lor le.ism ol Sl.ilr'oil-knid 
has axerayed reiintlx' 0.22 ol .1 peiiiix per impel nl y.dlon 
r.nscd, thonyh .is min h ,is 0.52 li.is been paid, and o.tih xxas 
OIK e otieri'd. I lie ax i r.iye prodnt 1 1 x xmess ol the xxells is 
dinmiishmy e.ich xeai, ,uid Ihe .ixei.iye deplh ineuMsmy ; there 
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are fewer fountains ; at liieher levels than 1^90 feet no foiin- 
,tains iTave been strnci:, and only one at a'.nreatci' deptli than 
i()ito feet. • . •* 

I’ro^^icclinn on land at anv eonsiderahle dislanee fioin the 
kaown held lias lit‘en nnsnceesshil, and hoi in^s to the deptli 0/ 
2000 tuet h;p.’e proved barren. I wdications of the e.^istencr’of 
naifhtha deposits have been found in otl^er parts of Rnssi.i and 
Sibei ia, bi*t so t.ir nolhiipe i*e.n lv so ric|j as the Baku l^eld has 
been slryck. 'riie.lnflits of this area are nyw praelically kgown, 
and* the linns most larneK; inlerested, bv the, eoiistrnetion of 
reservoirs and relinerics, are able to meet the competition of 
smaller [iroj^knetor'* ,*iu!* lessees, or,to take thr whok,' of their 
crude prodfict, and s*o control .(hf supply, just .is throneli (heir 
agencies and local storey they .ire able to command the Russian 
hoiiK' markets. * ' *. ,* * 

It IS jnetly generallv knowiklh.it the Stand,iriM)il Trust of 
Americ.i h.is tried repe.ilediv to latinire an interest in the 
Riissiag oil hekis ; it is not so geiienillv Imown th.it .it the 
present time a combmilion is in existence (or securing .1 
monopoly by jinrch.i^iiig claims .iiid properties,Jiy acquiring a 
controlling interest in others and slarying out .rec.ilcili.int 
owners. 'I'lie work is J)em,L*doiie yer^' nnosteiit.ilionsly through 
a London Bank, .1 corpor.ition winch }J[r. Rockefeller,could 
bfty up or control—though there is no re.ison to suppose that 
he has any such intention. Xor js it hkelylh.it the trust is 
being formed witli thf; connii'.ince of the Rnssi.in (loycrii 
ment* for its policy is opposed to the creation ot private 
monopolies. • * 

• Sftine veaws .igo, when the output was much less thai 
at present and the meth.od okstorage and distrilmtion primitiye, 
a jew linn interested in tlje iiKlnstry attempted to make a 
corner in ml. Ikirrels and tank waggons atlorded the only 
means of conveying the oil to Bs(nn\, the^polt,of shipment, 
aiid this linn gratlnally got the whole of the ayailable rolling 
stock of the raihv.ay loaded w’ith its oil, and then,, instcsid 
of taking delivery, elected to pay demurrage on the wa,grains, as' 
entitled to do by the rtgnlations. There was a shortage in the 
raix'ket ; prices rose ; other companies were iinabk-* to get 
their oil taken from B.ikn. The raiTway authorities telegraphed^ 
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to St. 1 Vtcislnirj;^ I'or in^truction.s, ruul olit.lined an immediate 
atiiiwer to the elTeet that if tlie eonM^i^iiees did not lake (ieliveiy 
vAhiii twentv-fo’ir hours the tanks were to be em])tied on 
to tlie line and reli.Tiied to H.ikii, and so tlie |ew i,'orner in 
petroleum was broken, and it is probable that anv snliseipicit 
_.itlempt to raise price-' .irlirickilly will call lor simiktr inte. lerence 
on the part of the State. 

The tioverninenl recognises th.it cheap fuel ds ol vil.il 
import,nice to the inannl.icInrmL; mdiVstries, .iiui ol recent 
veais—since i8S8 [i.irticnl.nlv, bv the h'oicst I’resei\ation !,aw 
has leslricled even the Riissi.m Ireeholder Irom destrovim,' 

“ protective ” w ..lods which seiwe .i^.iibst the cncro.ichmeiit ol 
riveis, tlrv tr.icts, tvc., ,md in si me other inst.inccs rei|mre him 
to h.ive government permissinn to fell.timber. 

Kiissi.i produces fibi I'lii l w el vc jinllfon Ions ol co.d a ve.ir, and 
the r.ulw.iys .done consume some Ihi’ee ,md .i h.ill million Ions 
of mmei.il fuel .ind ten ,ind ,i h.iif million cubic v.ndsof wood. 
The production ol pio-’non .nnoniils to two and thiei i|n,n ler 
million toils ,md (. onId be l.n pi h' iiii i e.ised but lor the rcsli ii - 
tioiis pl.icid upon till' coiisiunplion ol wdod fncL m comieclion 
with the “ pos'i-ssion ” lion workj le.ised Ijom the t'lowil. 

riicse l.’ist .ire mosllv m the celi»bi .iterl I'l.il district, .md a 

# • 

coninjis^ion fit e.xpe^ts ,i(ipomted by the .Minister ol ^'m.mce 
to nuestipate till- c.uises ol the slow de\elo|^inient of flic 
iron mdnstrv iiT th.it icpnm, upoited m iSpo, alliibiitinn the 
stapn.ition to .ibsi nce of he.ilthv i.omp^tition, the imposition of 
troublesome restintions, .idheleiice to lonime, and .mliipi.ited 
methods of ti.iiispoii. * • 

In shoil, the propiietors and le-jsees ol limits do iiof w.i.it 
iiew-coniers m the iiidnsliw, amt the,povei imieiil would not 
le.ise forest kind for liiel to ;«iy p|)ssible rn'ils ol the exisimp 
lessees and miners, even tlionph its loicsis ai e niltiiip wheie 
they si,mil ! d'lieii Ihi^re are vex.itioiis rcsti ictinn», due lo the 
l.nid*not h.ivmi; been yet allotted since the eui.mcip.ilioii of iVie 
sel ls 111^1861, so that the semi-ffmdal tennre'is still m force. Xot 
• knowiiy' how the land will be divided, and wh.it iKirtions will 
tall to their share, landowners do not Are to improve and e.\- 
^iloit l.i*ids which may be taken from them. Some of the l!lnd 
is leased from Ikishkir tnbtis, who reserve the ripht of IlsliiiiL' 
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111 the lakes, witli (he nehl (if way llierelo, and this icaih i,, 
giiarrei; and regular pitched battles not •onuluen e to’tU 
development of inchislry. 

^'Theeommittec staled that the ore to be woilad anumnU* 
to^soinf two thousand four luiiKUed inilhon tons, and lltal the 
“ Magn4tnaia.(fora” not yet explored, is the lai-.sfiiiass'ol* 
mag*lietite ever seen, and inilst ainoiiid to several million Ions. 

^There is m* scarcity of ore nj the Urals, 1 ml Ihf output de|ii uds 
upon the feiel avajlakle, and the repot* stales that life toitv 
initigin acres of forest allotted to the Unil mdiistry alhwv ol 
over four million tons of pig iron being pioduced aiiiiiiallv loi 
ni.iny years .to cogi;-. : The .icliial output less Ijiaii Ihiei' 
(.piarters of a million Bins, out ol t.n.i al loi the kiissiaii Uiiipiie 
of two an'l three iiiiartcT^nullioiis. * 

'I'he great coal and n.-on.-lield is»nf like south, the Donel/ 
region, where 1,332,651) tftns ol ^u.g iron weie pimjiieed in iNop. 
This region developetT rpiiekly bee.uise IlieiX' wiie so lew 
restri(«tions and prohibitions issued b)*vaiious anthoi dies, and 
bectuisc all, from the govei nment oflieials to the peasants, weie 
ready to aid and enefturage mining there. 

In the metal industry the works ol the Kiighsh New h’lissia 
Company tire tin etis^' lirgt. *l'he mines aie in the’Kheison 
(iovernment, about seventydive miles fi’om the port ol ^Maini- 
p»il, on the Sea of Azov, 'i'he works were started so lo,ng .igo 
as 186(3, hy Mr. John Hughes, of Dowl.iis, anddiave now grown 
into a t(^wn with a paipulation oT over 25,000. It is named 
Usofti, after the founder, and’is in every way a model settle-' 
ment. The company ei»iploys%onie 15,000 hands, and is by far 
Uie krgest iryn producer in Icussia, though, in point ol capital, 
it is ilinth down* the hst of»ir()n eonipanies. A years oiilpiit 
comprises 2(35,055 tons of {dg ii'kin, 120,000 tons ol steel i.nls, 
20,000 tons, of rntinufactured iron, 150,000 tons of steel, lliree 
qutii'lers ol a million tons of (joal,.^aiKl ten. million bricks, 
Resides lime, flyx,. manganese, ;uid the I’ke. the ciwip.my 
provides a hospital and dispelistiry, whose inainteii.ince costs 
nearly ^10,000 a year. Schools for 1000 children nun ot'w, 
a year, and* in addition there are clubs, baths, *.0- 
operative supply stores, waterworks, drainage and saiutiu} worjjs 
—in short, this English company in Russia is abreast ol flie 
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best Aincric.'iii coiiipunics in iiKUiy tilings, after year it 

hicVeased its clivideiul until it reaelied 20 per eenl. ; about ,a 
ryjcade ayo it p;vd 30 per ci'iit. ; in 1S94 in addition to a c,ash 
dividend of 23 per cent., each share was doubled, hnd since 
tlien ’dividends of 15 per cefit., 20 (ler cen^., and 25 per cu-nt. 
have bden.paid. No compa.'iies in Ihe s.nne inchrrtry hstve done 
belter, but in l^ussm .several h.ive done exceedingly V\'ell, 
compared with similar undertakiiyys in other countries. 

Afr. |ohn Huniies was formeiiv a cofitrijctor to’ t[K‘ Rritish 
(hn'crnment aiul a man irf untiianu eneryy and indomitable 
pluck. His business characteristics, as well as R’lissian methods, 
arc' shown in the following anecdote*wkieh I lirjard from his 

1 . . t 

own lips. W'hen the Triuns-Canpi.m railway was Heiny; built he 
made a ureat c|nantitv of rails, knoryhiy that sooner or kiter 

thev would be nef-de'd.’ One dav* an fil'hcial of the War 

« • 

Department 4irrived at Dso\'a‘and nltimalelv left an order for 
some millions of jioods of r.nis to be deln’ered within a fort¬ 
night. s\t once rails wf'ie loaded up intcc trucks and the’trat'Hc 
m.inaner of the line communicated with as to the conveyance 
of the' matei iai to the port. He raised 'the iisu.il objections. 
The notice was too short. , 

“ It w as but Yesterday^ you wei c* aski 143 me for trallic, ’ said 
Mr- U'iRhes.’ 

“ liut then, when the tr.nn nets to Mariupol, there will be (lo 
labourers to iinfoad it." 

“ 1 am sendinn niv own men to do ^hat.” 

“ .Ah—then there will be* no ship at the port tir' take 
lehvery." 

“Yes theie will, for I have wired to Constajitm('pk‘*cliar- 
erinn some linylish ships ; thev ar? on t,he w ay, and must'not be 
<cpt waitnin for caruo by von*’’ , * 

“Any w.iv I cannot lake the rails.” • 

“ Any wa\'j von won’^t, vini mean. I am ftomn to net them 
here'fdl the same. At three o’clock this, afternoon the liiitst 
ram wiM be at the sidmn rcady’for you to hike on.” 

“ I shall have no locomotive free.” 

* 

.“ I h.ivetwo—either of them can take’the Irain on, and sc;// 

, you have nothiiin to do it with.” • 

“ The line will by blocked,” persisted the superintendent. 



IMl': N1*:W AMKRICA 


3 .^ 


“ But inv cui'iiK's arc laiuci' and >tioiu'cr than anvlhills'viui 
have ; inv train ol lails will In- luavior than anvthma vnn can 
iipposc to it, and it one of \oni' trains is in tiic ^v.iv, mine wnl 

stiai^^it on and pnsli il haek to Maini|iol and if luai’ssaiv, 
oi» into tlic se^. 'll \mI 1 he tliefi'at thiee o’eloel;. Beieady 
fl.)r it.” • * 

At tliree o'clock it was theie - and it '*'ent on. 

, I'lie le\til(.' indiisti les .u e*lirml\ esl.d-jisluil in K’lissi i, |,od/ 
in J’ol.md Has proUihTY lienehtr'd more th.ni any one tow'r, lint 
St. I^'tei shiiro, Moseo\y aiuLlln'old towns of NJiisc-ovv, siieh .is 
X'kidiipir, Kolomna, Kosirom.i and I'ylu h, ha\e sh.ired in the 
prolll.ihle and tlirwi na’ll ade. I.oj/ .it the elid ol (he eis^ht 
la nth cenliiTv w.is hiil .i village *w iHi l^ss Ih.in two liiindied 
inliahitanls ; in 1.S40 it iiad jo,000, in 1 Slio, Oo.ooo, .iiid ,il the 
presen 1 time lias soilie 1*4,ofi*), one Jii 111 .done emphw 11114 
yooo li.inds in copon sjiinnm4,*.ind p.1)1114 dividends of .ihoni 
10 per cent, on .1 e.yntal ol ,i million steilma. These .iie 
niodeC.de prolits 111 eonipai ison wilfi some deil.ned. I'oi 
mst.ince, m ihiin the sli.iieliolders in llie Sohmsk\' Mill .il 
\’l.ldimir, u ill; .1 c.ip*l,il ol / itio.ooo, divided some /,t-to,o()o 
accrued prolits, ;qn.il to 4 di\ ;dend of joo pei eenl.,j;il wliuli 
ne.n ly one li.ilf had hwn iiftide in IlniCiyienI ve.ir. I)i\idends 
between 15 and 50 |)er cent. Ii.i\e n*it been iiiu oitimoi 1. 
Proh.ihiv the best iiist.ince of the wav c.ipil.il beiielits bv the 
IMissisui method of protection, is iploided bv .1 i osmopohl.in 
coni[iaiiy liavin4 mills 1*1 I-'aipkind .nid Rnssi.i, pi .iclic.div under 
the same direction and control. 'Idle Banc.ishire mill had dilli- 
cnltv 111 payig4 4 per caTit., amf never e.xceeded live, for .1 teim 
(biriifa whicli* the Russian mill^ made never less than 50 per 
cent, and often much more.* 

The \va4es p.'pd are very low*. In a I.ir4e mill in ceiilr.il 
IMissia the ht'st-paid forewoman received onivihiil)' sin eopeeks 
for a day of* 11lionrs, rarnina tlK-refiire .ipoiif^s. tu/. .^weel;. 
The mill hands r*CL'ived less than <ji/. .1 day. 

Tile iiidnstnes iTe.xt in import.nice fiom the poinl oiview of 
progress are animal products, food-stnifs, glass, poieei.1111 aii<r 
pottery, chemicals anti p.iper. In ,dl these huge jirolits hate 
betm made. In most there is constant e.x|ians)oi; of liTisnies^; 
and, jrrimarily to serve these staple inchislries, theie has, been a. 
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coij'L^poiulmu; vicioasc of minor, colhitciMl, manufactnrm” 
trades. Sm.ill traders, maiuifactureis, and adventurcis in leiita- 
iive fashion ^ire* not eneonr.i^etl ; file l.irr;er and holder.the 
iindertahiD” the j.;reater its chances ol success in |,1ie “ Xpw 
•.Vmei'ica.” Not all succeed.* In every cl.i^s tju're are"failu4es, 
but in coiisidei 111” the pos.-^ihihint's of .i country* thes» may he 
Ignored. It is siillicu.-iit to know that, with aver.i^e fortune .md 
”ood wi.mayemeiil, l.u'^e prolits ate oht.iiiiahle. » 

fn its e.iyerness.to tr.ide with (hear Ifiitain, Kiivia pi,ices 
p.irticular sti es-, upon its productum of cereals and food-«tulls, 

• iiul .itteiitioii is called to its immense reserves of raw nialei lal. 

I he \‘\porls ol \e”i.'l.i,hle products,'atid even of muier.il 
products, do not m.iU- .ni .Anteric.i. (Ineii .ihiilid.inl iialiiral 
lesoiirces and the ine.uis to exploit lliem, then industries w ill 
U'siilt, .iiul It Is m'dustii.il .Xnii.-lic.'i that, Riissi.i .iltempts to 
ri\,il. 

It experts to .itt.iin the uid hv .idopjiii” the s.uiie method ol 
I lyid Protection. I he develo[iment ol K’lissi.m mdu-ttries is 
roiisuhnd to he s,iti-,|.ictor\-. (hi.ii anlei-d ,i m.ukel, lhe\’ ha\e 
r;io\\ij imdi.-i the uilhiencr ol Piotection, some, 11 iii easiii,” lor-, 
some Ijjur, ,md sonu' tliree-lpid, i,n a dec.iile. 'I'he m,i|ority 
h.ive jUst about douiyed,lhe turinh'ei iw the same U-rm. 'The 
a”yr*-” ite prowth durm,” the i|uitK|uemual period of iSij_> 
rr.is tour times more rapid than tin- precediii” h\'e ve.iis, which 
itsell was six limes more, r.ipid th.m (he mcia.ise dm in” Ihe 
preCKlin,” ten yeais. In Ihe words of. (he .Minister ol l'’m.uice, 
‘‘the pro,”res^ 111 our m.iniilacturm” indiislius provr-s‘cle.ii ly 
that the police of proti-ction has ,”iv*en excc-llent results." In 
lact, the development ol mdijstries has been so r.ipid that the 
production ol raw materitii, coal*and iron, h.is been imei|u.d to 
the demand, and has to be I'net bv im[iorts'noni loreittn coun¬ 
tries, althoti”h immense stores of both he iinworf;ed at home. 

^(^)ne povi't alj wlip wimid become interested in Riissi.ui 
enterprises must remember Russia is a de.-rjiotic country, and 
there n- a direct, variable l.ix upon Ir.idc" and industries. In 
iHMy Jhis direct impost yielded nearly twenty-nine million 
roubles ; it increased durin,” the next fen years at an avera.tte 
.rate o' ahojit two million loubles per annum, which maybe 
t,dven,,is a f.iir, reasonable increase considermtt the j^rowfh of 
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th*e nuliHlncs. 'I’liiis, m i 3 () 8 , over f()rty-eir;lit millio:i roubles 
were (k’rived I'V direcl t.ix.ilion ol the trade'f and iiKlusliae' (ff 
Ru-^sia ; in i the'.uin .leliially receivr'd \v,is over sixtv-on*' 
miflioii iiouble>, an iiiei ease in one year <iearl\* ennal lo the 
aggree;fte inei ease, ol (he ten p^■e\■lon^ ye.irs, .incl itself* some 
seven nyllion.s i*i excess ol the Hnijyet estimatix In I'l^oo the 
direct lax was expected lo yield lilty-miie millions, and for 1901 
the estimate is (12,701,500 imiihles. If, theit’fore, trade has 
doubled its,lii: no\'er rliirme the [last det.M(lc, Ihe direct'impost 
has* Ijkewise doubled m I he same Ir'i m. Ag.iin, without warn¬ 
ing, an extra niiporl duty ot one rouble pm- pood ol k* dc was 
placed upon raw cyljoR, wilhoiil diawbacks for exislmg con¬ 
tracts. S[)n>ners weia'ayhasl, byl , siiyh 1-. Ihe law of tlie “ New 
Amerira.”' It is milikolv dial K’lissia, as 1 e|iia‘senled bv the 
Minisliw of I''mance,,h,is ,uny,wish to ciTpirU', much less kill, Ihe 
geese which lav golden, l.pxable *gys. 11 is within 4 lu' .Minisler’s 
discretion to lew sneh ‘.ixcs, as, m ins opinion, Ihe mdiisiries 
can alUu'd to pav. I'he heavy inerease*ol 1X99, upon a lalling 
demand, has had the clkct of ciipphng certain indusIrKs, not¬ 
ably textiles, bill the best ot Ihew managr'd lo pay (li\idends, 
say 6 instead ”of 10 pei' cent, winch would be con'sidered 
good 111 Ihe countries ol \\ i^sler‘11 hairope. i\n .iverage assess¬ 
ment IS sure lo press hardly upon some mdnstry ;«'lhus it is that 
those manufacluring concerns which siiiwive are those .which 
have br'cii, and ai e, making the l.irgesl prolit ofi a sm.dl capil.d 
and turnover. To be s*iccessful in’llie “ New America” there 
imist'be ample ni.irgm ; it is suicid.il lo atlemiit either lo cut 
prices or lo meet conipetilion. •’ 

, Tlie apparent success of industrial Russia, therefore, is 
whollv depeiidenf upon the mai Rel being reserved by arlilicial 
means and a monopoly conferred,upon home products. Kdissia 
has not a surplus iif maniifactiired goods for export, nor with the 
presefit tax.i.tion could she sell at a^rrofil in a froe market, even 
if the bulk ol tlH'jri odiice were sold m Ihe protected m.ifUet at 
present high prices^ In a woi*l, the competition of^Ihissian 
manufacturers .ibroad is not lo be feared at present. l-'or one- 
thing, there is re.uly a^pnitccted market in l-iiissia and the EaiT 
foli all that the “New America” is capable ol pri.'ducing, 
Russia and Siberia are hungering for goods, for'machinery of 
« * * 
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all kiiuls, and opccially for niachiiK-rv to make inaclimcs. 'I'lic 
railways loqnirc more rolling slock, and developmenl'of new 
territories is hind 'red because the fiscal policy reqniies that the 
things so b.idly needed nuisl he made within the Kmpiie. 
Russifi exports wheat. It would be prefeiable to export Hour, 
and mills of the l.itest type ire beinp; erected all over the best 
whe.il-pi oducmy are.i ; there is, and lone will be, rooir. for 
m.my more. i'feapme-miichme'-, harvesters, thr"shers, .md 
a_ericnltur.1l implements _e,^.in.|',illy are iir _eia.,it den'.,uid. As .1 
Chic.peo drummer in S.unar.i informed me, the coiintr'’ Is a 
“ solt sn.ip " tor the linns doiipe business .md havme stocks 
there, 'fo him it w is a revi'l.ition tli.d^tlm users .md consumers 
hunted .iboiit lor the seUc r ., nisie.id ot w.iiline dor the lu-w 
eoods to be broiiyht to their notice bv tr.i\elhi|e 'letaits. A 
tirin only recently r.ie.lefiie m business lies sold \(>j harveslei s 
111 Western Siberi.i m .1 siiiele se.isOii. Should the 1 .11 ill wai 
bcdweeii Ktissi.i ,ui<l the t'nited St.ites (.'0111111110, Hiilish yiiods 
ouf'lit to l.ike till.’ pl.lci’ of the .XiiK'i ic.m-m.ide ma. hmes, 
au.iiiist which there is now .1 dillerenli.it(,'d 1.11 ill. .M.mv other 
doods also could be supplied, for tin. “ Xew Anieiic.i" is 
hiim'rv—verv Imnyi v. 

It is ill the south-east ol K'lissi i th.it improved methods of 
auricnltiire a. e soonest .idopted. The pe.is.uits of the west and 
midd'e districts seem conti nt to 5.^0 on m the old metlicient 
way; when bv'h.ird di iidyerv they fail to make .1 luiiiu, they 
imurate e.ist, and theie continue their simple iiiclliods until the 
force of example compels them to ch.iipuc. Theie is no con- 
seiwatisin in Siberi.i outside (ftlicial Circles, but m Riissi.i the 
old methods ,ire cliiipu to with siirpiisiny tcn.icitv. Tbi-ie is 
lack of education, inability to ad.ipt iiianner's and methods to 
chaii,a(_'d r ii cnmstances, a .uiircnu- bchel m, and .ibsolnte 
rch.mce upon, the centr.il (uwei nment for e\ervthm,y. 

In the “ Xvw Ameiic.i” there is no mili.itne ; .ill h.is to be 
broiiuht 111 from the outside, (lueii the ide.i, shown tin- w.iy, 
helpecbto a fair start, the Russian can ”(> ahe.id with f.icihty. 
The teacher is deh,t;hted ; more apt ]nipils never were fomid. 
All j^oes well until the machinery we.irs, or some little thine 
uoes wron|4 : then fliinus are at a standstill until outside help 
has been brouj^ht in to rij^hl them. If the s.uiie .iccident 
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occurs•I'roiii the same cause a second time, the Russian will lx.“ 
able to rii^lit matters ; but if it is from a siyiilar c.uise he«4> 
nonplussed. As a parrot speaks by rote witJiout itnderstandin)4, 
soothe Russian \voi;kman does hiitask mechanically, aiKl> with- 
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out comprehending;, or atlemptin;; to compr(!lieiul, the why 
and the w’herelore of the dillei'eiit*parts of the more or less 
COmpTicatcd tools he has to tentl daily, lie r'an do what he 
has done before, lint m the simi^lest thmy's he seems unable to 
ti'iicelhe cause from the effect, or to remedy a tnllms- defect in 
a rouj'h-and-read)^ but elfectiml w.iy. 

An experienced workimui is,a treasure, but rexperieneed 
workmen are.scarce, since tlie hands for the most part merely 
take to lactgry work in the interv.ds of auricidtiiral employ 
ment. Ihey are rmr;raiits, it not nomads, yjdinu ui sumnWr to 
their villat;es to tilj the coimiAine’s lioldmu, and re^iirmnj;, 
sometimes, to tlie mills tor the winter. .Such changes become, 
so annoyint; and expeixaye that factory managers endea'voui t« 
employ only re\i;ular workers. Of these there ai e not. many,, 
and, thouuh the indiyidu.il workman may be re.idy to stay on’ 
he Cannot do so if required for military seryice, if_ his ‘yillaue * 
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coniniunc will not .i^rcc to Ills ahsciici', or it llio police’(ledini 
t'T renew liis passport. In the enea^enienl o' hands the Riissiai 
eniplover has'do co.itorin to coiuhtions far more onei-oiis thai 
anv chemanded by a trades ii.iion in (Ire.ildlrit.iiii. fledcec 
round With l.iws that take a\vav the essence of ail fiee e.oiitract 
employers and emploved are Ireipii'iitlv unable to aLfi ec oi 
minoi' [loints, an'd are not tree to y.ive and take to their miitiia 
advant.pee, Savs the employei', “'I'lu' State safei^iards voni 
interests ; I eonform to the law ; I will do nothin,i; m;>re.' 
S.iv the wan kers ; “ The eoiuhtKills are too oikmuus ; we eaiinol 
■ liter the law ; we e.m eraisi' to uoi k, ajid.we will." 

S 

With the complete code ol t.ietoi \' reonlatio.is, with the 
('io\'ei imieiit msp^'clois, ihe lesideiit irspoiisibh- maiiae;er, and 
the host ol oIlKeis wlios,, Iiiisukss it is to adpist the lel.itioiis 
ot w Ol keis as id iiiastei s, siieii a 'ih i ne; as ,i s(i ike e. in not occur - - 
that is, theoretic,illv it c.innot. II il does it is ,i misdcnie.monr, 
and the peii.illv is lixcai b\ ihi' code. .\ll the same, the work¬ 
men scheme. In one mill .ill went .m iisu.il to then |ikici's, but 
refused to do ,m\' woik. .\rcoidm,n to code thev h.id not 
struck, they h id not lelt tluar work, or biokeii then .lyreeuieiits, 

• iiid committed nn ollence m the eve ol die l.iw. Il iieveithe- 
Icss I'eipiired the mteilerence ol Ihe ('olice .ind the piopin- 
tpiitv.ot ,'i body ol C'os^.u ks in | the mill emptied, 'l■'he 
hands wiaa- .ill disch.i|Oed, ,ind .i lii^h lot en,s.i,e;i'd. The point 
ol dispute w.is I he old I ompl.iml ol the hoiim ol l.iboiii ; the 
h.tnds I hoi I ah I Ihe i ee;iil,il ioi i ideven and ,1 h.ill hoiii s loo ini ii, h. 
Some ot the iiiiphweis thought sm too, but m the “.\ew 
Amei ic.i ,ill must be m .iiaord In lore ,m\ cjianeie cm he 
ellected. 

1 ’llVsic.illy K’lissi.i m.iv r'semble .Xmeiie.i, it m.iy h.i\a' .i 
similar climate and ei|ii.il n.iliir.il .idwiiil.iacs, b'jl unless the 
kiissi.m people pos.,ess cei t.mi ipi.ililics Ihe ,\mei u .ms'h.ive, 
they Sull not make .mv “ .\ew ,\mei ic.i of .iiiyp.iil of the 
I'hnpire The (hllciciicr- is iimneiise. In Ijie riiiled Sl.iles ol 
.America the Stale is Ihe seiv.inl of Ihe public ; in h’lissi.i every 
iiKlividiial Is a sei \',iiil of Ihe Slate. In .\mei ic.i a number of 
individuals combine for a ceii.iin pin pose, achiiwe their purpose, 
and Ihe St.ite eonliiins or lea.ihscs then .kIioii. In K’lissi.i it is 
the Slide licit mill,ites, the Sl.ile that ar hie\ cs. and llu. 
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thiit l(i<)ks to the public for approbation. It,is the State that 
leads, aiiides, and puslies the public in the way it intends tlRy 
sh<ould take. • ^ *• 

• 'I'he »itate is not only the Greatest la'iidowner, but is the 
giVatest trader and the gre.itest rfiilwav contractor in the'wia kh 
It works over 20,000 miles oj rail\\*ay, and besides adnpmsterinn 
the various manufacturing and other departments ineidimt to 
governing?! modern Slate, it is more or C'ss directlv responsible 
foy every enterprise' undertaken williin its. territories. It,regu¬ 
late? the hours of labour, a.-id e\'en adjusts th^' sc.lie of w.iges ; 
by altering imposts it ^affects the iirices of commoditii's .md 
manufactured gi'oSst^ So far-reaeijmg is theliand of the Sl.ite 
that there seems little for Iheiiu'hvfdiml to do apart Irom it ; 
consecpiently nearly all •the best men are in the emplov ol the 
■State. In one woi'd, the K'ijssian iitati' fs a giganiK' “tiiisl,” 
endea\()urmg to eegiil^ite its ndillitiidinoiis bnsint-ssvs m .1 wa\' 
that will return the largest profit, llow it is gi.ipphng with 
various social problems, and in what manner its action is .ilb’i'l- 
ing the interi'sis of dillerent classes of sub|ect tlu' sludi-nt ol 
sociology mav know. It is enough that its nu-thods .iia- 
different from those of llu' .‘\nu'ric,m K’epublic, and be.ir no 
close rest'inbl.mci' to»any ("if the me4ns,empl()ved by fail opi'.in 
States to acliR've pre-i'inineiu-i'. 
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TflE FREE PEASANTS AND THE RUSSIAN PEOPI.E 

‘ I 

I ''HIS Russian aj’ncuhuristhccomin,'^ tairly well known 
as an immigrant in the far West; he is known in 
other ways because novelists havi'-ide’ahsecl linn, .i;^itators have 
iihide public his wretchedness; and educated Russians have 
made studies of liis person,dity and his qualities. I’opukiiiv 
he Is supposed to re[iresent the tv[UcMl ISiissi.m. 'Pile pcMsants 
are the people of Russi.i. Of the peas,nits the o|itimislic expect 
developments which will m,ikc ISussia even greater tli,m it is, 
,md help tlie Skiv r.ice to success m the wurld-strii^qn|e for 
supremacy. Even the Church ,md the (lovcinmeiit h,ive 
respecl for th(* pcMsanJ power, ,md both priests .and ollicrils ,irc 
cMrefukto avoid sitiritioiis where thev wmild be m a position (»f 
antagonism to it? 

Tlie emancipation of the sells w,is*one thmn ; [irovidiipi.; 
'the freed serfs with tlie wherewithal to live another. The 
principle followed is tint of tTie Irisfi Land Acts, the chief 
(hllerences bemn, that in Russia, m iie,uly all cases, the VaD 
were m.ide a party to the ch,!nj.;e independently o*f any 
expressed desire on their part.* 'Phi; values were determined by 
special commissions, before which thee.x-seifsof (urvaleowneis 
rarely a[)pe,ire(J,*and in t[ie case of the serfs, or peasunts, of the 
St.ite,*11ad no ri;.iht to do so. In Russia the-Lindloids were p.iid 
by mterq[st-be.irmj^ ;^overnmenf bonds, .incf the pcMsants did 
•ixit acaptne the land. 

•The [)e,isant lem.iins poor, dull, stiifud, imetlucatcd, un- 
lUstrncted, and i;.^norant of the power he [lossesses. Ife 
remamsjhe same slave ol his surronndm|.;s ,m(l conditions as 
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in old.Miiscovy ; it tlic aspect of otliers towards Imn that has 
•changed. * •' 

. Less than three generations ago tlie toii^ilry was quAe 
Biediievgl in regard to the peasantry, ancl its authorities du n 
defended shivc*ry.‘beeaiise “ tlie‘general state of tlic laws'iu.,ke». 
it neeessary'lhat the peasants shfiuld never of tlieir.own free 
will r|uit their village eoinnuines, and hw this reason a hhera- 
tion of the' peasants, Midi a*; exists in fjweign countries eaniiot 
be, effe(»te(l.'' 'I'lw; geneial state of tliv' pe.isant, however, 
neefssitated some action upon the part of the ilovernuient, and 
in the year loOi serfage was abolished by older of the 'INir. 
Another form of stR.eiA’ was estaU'shed m its place. Kngl.uul 
p.iid milLions to its eolomsis*to‘ sd. free their slaves, ui lad 
purchased their freedom. 1 he ktissiipi Stale ineiely paid to 
the huidlords .i sunree|iial todlie c.ipit.ilisation of the dues the 
landlords had e.vtorte^l, and ehargeil the sum,*plus mieresi, < 
amoi tisatioii ,md eost*)f colledion, tojlie pe.isaiits. 

rfitf Russian sel l w.is att.idled to the l.iiul, osteiisilily th.it he 
might be av.iilable ^o render mihl.uv service. 'I'he Russi.in 
peasant who leaves the vill.ige eommime w ilhoiit periiuksion to¬ 
il. ly IS .irrested,•lined, imfirisoued, .ind sent b.iek to !*is native 
place. 'I’he ii.issport»is a s’lirviv .il fi »in»sl,iv e-holding cl.ivs. 

The Russian sell contended that he Aiuld not p.iv the dues 
the landlord dem.inded, bec.uise the land oeeupied ilid not 
yield eiiiyigh. hhe Russian pe.isawt h.is to pay incre.ised dues 
on I^urI impoverished •by b.id J.irnimg, and gets into arrr'.irs 
with Ills taxes, lor he is iiidivicju.illv li.ible lor the amoiiiil due 
it his commune is in del.iult. 

* 'l*lie State svrfs used to p.iy a poll-la.x and dues ; the 
peas.lilts on the Crown lanSs conliiuied to do so until iMSti, 
since when they pay .i siiml-qu.il to both di.u ges, though it is 
not 4.'rmed a t.ix, only a “ land redemption [Kivjiieiit. 

The seneme was ai r.mged bdwei?n the (uAei iiineyj .uid 
the hmd-owners* ill many c.is^'s the pe.isants theneelves weie 
not even consultefl ; .iiul m some c.ises the Ir i iiis vv%ie li.xeil 
without consiilei .ition ol the p.tying c.ip.icity ot the* pe.is.in 
occiuncrs, and consequently h.ive h.id to be alteied since. 

'The last is the most rein.ii kable and miport-nt leatuie nr 
the tr.iiisler. Neither the iiulividiial pe.is.mt nor the co*uiminei 
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pos'V'ssc', the 1.111(1 •I'^Mijiiccl, but only an inherit.ibic iiriif|-|icl 
—hint w, the common nnht to cultiv.ite it. Neither pe.isant 
nor commune,e.Ill relnupiish this riylit or (lis|)ose of it. 'I'hev 
m.iN not sell the laiul, or forfeit it, or be rid of it in uiiy wa;. 
d'hc free.d serfs h.ive no option but to complete the scheme ol 
redemption, by p.iyinn the .n'nmal levies, fi om which the St.ite 
deriws a yearly income of .ibout So million roubles in respect 
ot 337 r.iillion acres. • , 

In m.mv c.ises the position of the pe.is.mt is hoiiele*,s ; hy is 
born to ,i hent.iye ot debt, .ind saddled with an incnlnis iioin 
which he can tree In nisei I bv eniiyr.ilmy but in no olliei m.innei. 

.No serf without the coii’ciit ol Ins I'.iiydloi d could le.ii n an\' 
.lit, h.mdicr.ift, or tr.vle.'or d'e.il in jiis own coni, iir otiua 
prodiKc ol the l.iiid .ii.id his l.iboui.’ ,\t pieseiil die pe.is.mt 
c.innot, w ithout the .isseiit' ot In-"'conimiihe, woi k foi w.i,yes. 
' l-Voni the w.i.ycs ol pr.is.inls piiiniltvd to woik ill miius, 
l.iclories, and iikIusIimI^ wmks, a p.u t ni.i\ be deducted .md 
ivud to the (ioveiiiiiieiit on .iceiuuit ol then coinmiifie's in¬ 
debtedness under the l.ind-u demption scheme. 

Tin* m.i.MUiuiii deduction winch m.iv be m.»de iiiidei this 
head, Is *11 .mioiinl not e\ceedii.'y out-third o|»lhe lol.il w.iyes, 
it .1 sinyle m.in, ,nid oue l•>lllth it ni.iiiuM, oi s.iddh-d with the 
siippi it t ol I el.itir es. • 

WTleii the peas,Ill's h.(\e bi en lin.ible to p,i\ llie l.ixes llu le 
li.ive been remissions, ,nid ui i.S.Si theie w.is ,i re-.ii i.mycaueiil 
, of tei ms \( ith the loi nr r s, rl-in\ nei s, hut the l.n I u-ni.iiiis ih.il 
the pe.is.uits ale not beltei my JIk ills, |\es ; the i < aidilioiis ,u e 
such as pretiude the (re.itnn ol we.ilth bv the. people, ,ind, 
deprixe them ol hope ,uid Uy il i li i.il i ,ispii ^il loiis. {n 
.Mr. I’lilive. the new .Mniisiei ol trie Intel loi, proposes to lemil 
p.ismeiils 111 .nil.II to the e\t(*nl (4 i to iiiilliwii loiibk-s, ,ind to 
restrict the mdividiril’s h.ibihic on .utoiinl ol his* i omnjinii s 
indel^^edness,* . •' * • 

The St.ite h.is .illeiiipled to ^inielior.ite Ihi- hit ol the |H'.is,nil, 
.ip.ii I ti fftn the ab.ileiiieiil .md I emission ol t.'ixes, l■■ol nisi,nice, 
111 Ip ha-*] H-en yi\'en to en.ible pe.isanis to miyr.ile Irom (on- 
yesled disli K ts ; (ill.iye iiidilslries h.U’e been la ic oiii ,iyed .i i id 
T»\ ived ; Ihei (• Is ,i yi e.ilei lieedoin in the ni.illei o| .iciepimy 
^ m]>fo\<iient Irom oniside disli icts. 
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VsUTIk' vill.ij^i' .iiti'.ins .lie tonsulcu'ii ti> he mure .ihle ili.ui 
those of tile low in', .uul liiul emplovmeat m ,ill tlie l.aj^e I'llii '.. 
P&ld l.iboai IS ,iNo mull I l.ikr a. ,incl ^;.iar;h ol I'e.i'.iat woiiiea 
in»y lx* seen weeding llie m.a lo tti.;.a (leas la the aei;;hhoni liood 
of the c.ipil.js. I'oo ollr'ii l.ihout ol tills kind Is eoilti .leled'lor 
by« aiiddleai.ia, who .uU'.iikos the i.alw,iy l.iies, feeds, .aid 
$Onielanes,|(idoi-, Ills o.uil; ol l.ihoareis ,aid, ol loaisc, i>.i\s 
them .1 lowei w.i^e lima he lereaes loeihea hue. 

.•*[he pe.is.ait ai.iv live ai da I .aid si|a.il((i, .il (11 l.im se.isniis 
he m.iv he m .u la.il w.ait. hat oidni.a il\ la ( .aiiiol he le^.aded 
as a p.aipel, or, m |l\,e I',.IU aeies'.au-s ol hie, e\ea |'ool, ()iue 
a lalx an .io»|,il.ii (lola ihe W(,s| tiied lo p(isii,id,' ,1 huloiv 
hand to Teilei.ile l.ihom* .Is h.id heeii ,u 1 ae\ed ai Ihe West, .aid 
SO oht.iai hiohei \i.ir;es .aid shoilii* hi.mis, Ihe Kiissi.ai 
thoujild till shoitei hoars m'd .helti'i p.i\ i \( i lli al ; he wished 
to hf.ir laoi e of Pie ll*i|laa.ili wolkeis ai lliewis) m| h'.aioj'e 
and asked how nauli Laid e.ith wojIoi h.id. The .n^il.iloi 
anawiled lh.it m l'hlL;l.atd ihi woikiis did aol po'.ess I,aid. 

Tile a how doi s hi •hs d las i . .w s i" .i-ki d the K’a -si.ai. “ lie 
has no lowo’ to trill,' .idaiaiid the .i^it.iloi. ‘‘No lows! 
Pshaw ! S’oa’ll*l'e lelim^ an hV' h.is no hoi'i ai 'I 1 

Kvei V I'e.is.a I in K’assn .aid Sihi’ii.f h.is .1 hiji'C m di.aijdil 
anim.il ol siiiiir kind. la Ihe d.u'- I'.ipii 1, .1 h'l ol th'e heiie- 
fact lolls 111.nil hs .1 loi .il plal.iatla opn si n lel;,, show la^; Ihe 11 ■ 
Ue( "i.aiTed. Ileie .a*' two iti ins'; ".A. M., widow, .ipi d || ; 
One* hov, .i,Hid I’; h.l\i notlaa;; ; pnen, 10 nmhles. Ir. K., 
widow, -irird ’ll) ; one,hov, .i^.;ed 11 ; do aol pnssi ., iieii ,1 
^oi>e : rjivi a, 40 loahles.' 

A point IS af.ide of the ijn',f|'aess of l.ihoia ai K’li'Si.i. | he 
.Waj^es .lie oae-telitli of those (iirient m the railed St.lies 
of Amei le.i. hat'it is loi l.ihoiii of low i llu leiii v. I he K’assi.iii 
thas’iiol the stiea4!lh to woi k as Kiiri ijie.ia h^is to woik. lie 
has not Ihe s.uin 'liimiliis, aoi ddes In- deV 1 ve llyi s.uiie 
ffwaid. Wh.it the Kassi.m jiossesses in .iiiiaoidm.ilederjree 
lis Ihe p.issive i|a.ihlv of eadar.iaee. He is hip;, he is sttoim, 
;bul he resemhles llu- hlaek popl.ii r.ither than llie*o.ik. ^lle 
'"has neither leiseiu-ss nor vit.ihly. la a hllle-re.id novel one of 
the eli.ir.ieleis savs thal '‘inor.ils ,ire all .1 ni.iltef of diet ; if ifira 
tlnderfeed you p;el crime, it you overfeed \ou he;*et • viei* ' 
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Physical cjiiality i,.cvcii inorc .i ejiicstion of diet, and tlie Ihissian 
peasant is wliat he is hecausi* lie does not feed rationally. 'I'he 
staple foods are sour black-bread and salt, sour cabbaj^e soup, 
milk curds, and salted llsh. A moment’s consideiatic.ii of the 
chemistry of th.it diet indicates what is wronu with the I'tussian 
peasant. 

'I'he low efticiency of the labourer makes his work costly, 
and its cost is increi.sed by the number of non-pi'oduein;.^ 
items—ofhcials—with which he must be surrounded when at 
work. In adchti m to the civil ofliei.ils, the elerwy. the army 
and n.ivy have to be supported by pecs.int l.ibonr, directly or 
indirectiv. 

After the lapse of another seven veers the land allotted the 
peasant communes should become theirs, as the laiid-i edemp- 
tion ]iayments oujilit bv ih.it tii’iie to have been comjileted. 
Doubtless the .irrears will necessitate the eontinuance of the 
pavments for a further torm, ;ind even wiieii there is no more 
pay.ible under this head the State will in all probability impose 
additional ta.xes, so there will be no ,i;re,it immedi.ite change in 
the conchtion ol the peasants at th.it year of jubilee. 

'rweidv veals is a period too short lor any noticeable 
eh,m,L;e in the people ti.emielves, but mention may be made of 
a lew innovations which indicate a possible alteration miiopular 
habits ;ind customs. 

In the I'tussiaof to-dav the people are iwake. 'I'he'Clovern- 
inent departments ;irc not able to cope wit'i the biisi.’iess 
brouj^ht them ; they do not work at hi<_di pressure. 'I'he higher 
ollici.ils know little or nothinj.; of the business the public are 
an.xious to transact, but have no opiiortunily of ^.jetline; through. 

Congestion [lervatles all departments, especi.illv those rele- 
t^ated to the transaction of direct business with the public, as 
the Post Office, Police, and Customs. 

I'he c.ipiial., St. Petersbnr;4 and .Moscow, have each but 
(/lie man selling stamps at the chief J'ost Ollice ; he closes his 
drawer at two in the day, and is not able to reckon without 
the assist:..ice ol a countmj^-board ! 'I'here ;ire :i half-dozen or 
so branch ollices, but at these stamjis are ;is scarce as postal 
otclers are at III; huckster-]'iostm:ister's shop in ;i Welsh x'lllaoe. 
.Aj oin* bi'.inch Post Ollice in Moscow, the leller-bo.x w;is filled 
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tcJ ovei llowinj^—.1 clo/cn k'llLTS prc)|cctc(l Irom tlic slit. 1 took 
|ny letfcrs insidi.', where the clerk in eh.iree declined to at'cr’pl 
them. I explained the matter. “ h'nul a Rdter-hox which, is 
not full,'’ s.ud lu'. “'I'll.it will be diirK'nll," s;fid I. “'Then 
wait uiltri one is emptied to-morrow,’’ he returned. » 

The politeman on point duty, to direct .ind control "the 
traffic, h.is been introdneefl fioni the west. It is often .1 
sinecure pi*>st, but the emp[ovment ol the em-odovoi m tins 
capacity htis done n«ieh to weaken the b.irriei s that* existral 
betx'^'en the actual rulers .uul the ijorerned. On my lirsi 
Jtfisit to Rnssi.i it was consideri-d quite improper to be sci-n 
askinif anvihm” of, a. pulicem.in, and I w.is .iKvays in hot w.ilei 
with my aci^naintance, becansi^l would nisist upon asking; the 
whereabo'uls of ,i certatn house or clnnvli fioin tin,' m.in most 
likely to know. 'I'Ue qorodnioi IS mAv * t.ilkme liiiuer-posl, 
made use of by all elassi’s. .\» conti oiler ol tiallie he is not a 
conspicuous success, !.,hnei.illy .1 ‘lelnue’ in the ro.idw.iy would 
do as»\yell, .ind if in ordei 111,4 lieayy li ;flhe mio a side slu'et one 
ever listens to the remonstrance of the driver. In- almost in¬ 
variably "ixes w.iy to Ihe superior Ionic and delermni.ilion of 
the ummiformed mujik. ^ 

This is merely .injindiealion of Ih.e woikin.i; ol tli’e nener.il 
principle of ,ivoidui,4 ilisturbanees, lo which .illusion has been 
raade. The mii|ik is the leader of perhaps ,i Ion,4 hue oj c.irts, 
each second vehicle h,iyui,4 .1 driver. The lii'H 111. in persists ; il 
he is uns'nccessful the second comes to his support w ith further 
arglfment, then the third, and so others, until the group alt.iins 
such proportions th.it sthe cotilroller of Ihe traU'ic yields his 
^aoiiit rather th.ui provoke wli.it might prox e to be .1 sei ions dis¬ 
turbance. In Russi.in Iowa*! tTiere is ordin.irily little exhibilion 
of physic.il lorce by the laiRrs over the ruled. 'I'lie iiolice wall 
remove thu inc.'ipably intoxicated from the public boulevard 
witH as ,gri,-al care and tendernes', as t.he London police reserve 
for cases of accjdi.nt. ’ •• 

. Thi 'oughoui l<4issi,i the ]iuhlic, that is the civih.ins^ side wath 
their own members in all conflicts with authority, and m,ij 
thronged thoroughtiire Ihe least disturbance may devijop 
quickly into a riot which will need lo be repressed by mounted 
gendarmes or the military. The Russian is of *i very excitiflik 
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tcnijXT.'uncnt, and whenever (here is a show of feehne, iKylli 
suks Iiecoine jiioVe in earnest than the circumstances \farrant. 
^ 5 lit foi' the piaijjeworthy foi'bearance of the luimiile officials 
entrusted witlt the ivaintenance of the peace, conflicts between 
the pohee and the public -wonld lie much more freefnent aiul 
'still more liercelv contested. If the people are in,the mood to 
resent interference, it issnflicieiit that they are opposed bys mie 
repi'esentative of authority for' such trouble to entire as will 
make both sides rey,ret (hat a tr'itlini^ poiiit was coritested. In 
shori there appears to he in Rirssia not an orermisrjd, l^ni a 
natural opiiositrtm to the representatives of Government, and 
the most rnsiGnilicant and nnsuspectejl (ic^urrence may serve 
for' its manifestation. * 

'I'here is not the rlyid r'epr'cssion fhat obtained years riGo. 
The voice of the disi,id(*nt is he.ird ptoelannirrc; hnrdly, and he 
rs rrot molested. A street tr ar,rT is detairred an unr'easonable 
trrne at a [lassirr^-place. The passenyjers ?lo not take irrto 
consideratron drat sorms accident rnav ha*\'e prevented the-other 
car fr'om ar r rvinG to tune at the poirrt. They clanronr- for the 
r etnr'u of their' far e, or insist th.il the car shall jir'oeeed on its 
lorrr iiev*; dn’v stamp, bi'at on the sheet-iron advertrsement panels 
with strc'ks, and appeal to the pftlice ; he, fearine a disturbance 
near his point, simply fii’dl‘i's the dr iver' of the car to pr'oceed, 
and from that moment, until rt arrives at its destination, the 
passengers do ni^l allow the man to stop anywhere a minute. 

A lone eprene of citizen'? is w'aitinp t>n the Palace*(.}iray, St. 
Petersbur'g, in turn for' the steamers fo’the islands. An (Mficer 
of high r'ank dr'r\'es up, drsr'e_:»ards tUe waiters, ignores the 
poheemen keejiing them in their relative p'ositions, ancl 
instead of falling into place* at, the end (A the line, goes 
on to the boat before all the others—but he is loudly hissed. 
An otlicer remonstrates with the conductor df a i^treet car for' 
lack of coni'terjy towar'ds ope of his passenger's ^ a peasant 
passu'^'er tells'him*to m*ind his own business and to give order's 
to his s^rldier's, not to tram cwnductors, or citizens, who are 
free men. These are signs of the times ; indications of the 
gr'pwing*mdependence of the Pussian peasant. 

At the same time the gulf between ruler and subject Ijas 
"lieen bridged,* On the occasions of the Tsar's oflicial visit to 
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Afoscow, at one point there was nothing between his Imperial 
itiajesty and a Moscow crowd but the single rope that marked 
tin; route of the procession. Again, when tii'cnty years ago a 
peasant durst scarcely look at a Royal Palace, aiTd loitering in 
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its vicinify was almost :» crime, now'artisans and peasants arc all 
freely admiticd to view the Stale apartments. 1 witnessed, 
with some amusemeint, the 'wanderings of some pilyiims 
Jhro*pyh the Imperial 'J'leasiiry in Moscow. They were so 
superstitions th;ft they cros^^'d "themselves reverenlly before a 
suit of armour on the stairs^ yet were treated by all the otlicials 
as politely ys Ihe best read student seeking information on a 
special suljjecl, and in the Royal J'alaces saw as much as any 
other visitor. ^n}>land is a democra’tic co'untry, but iUi* j^ang 
of hop-pickers wyre allowed <o view the Slate aparj,ments in 
Buckingham Palace, and by influential intercession obtained 
access, they would scarcely be made so welcome a*s peasant 
inlgrims are in Moscow. 

A eiuality the modern Russian lacks is appi'eciation of tire 
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picturesque. I ^tuok a Russian to tlic Sparrow Hills. He liad 
Hee'd all liis life in Moscow, but had never been there before. 

1 pointed out tin- beauties of that inaunihcent prospect, which 
even the ti'ou'oled Napoleon found time to admire. He was not 
interested in the least. At last he caught si,old of a red-brick 
chimney stack, which seejiied f.imiiiar. A feverish olance 
thr<)u,i4h the .i^l.iss conUrmed him. “ It is oui' factory^ see, 
see !” he called in rjiiite childis.h .ijlee. He was quite happy 
then ; and throu,oh the ,olasses he kept Ipokmo at jlie slack, 
and told me that he enjoyed the \'iew very much, and .I'liild 
come .i,qain. .‘\nother voun,q Russian, a Hniversitv oraduate, 
when out at Kuntse\d, in re,e;ai(lin,o a turn svivan vista which 
w.ts ipiile spoiled by the presence of a circular shed with an 
iron siiiokc-st ick, told me that lu' thou,old this u,c;Iy buildiipr; 
“added to tin- views.” XVood coveu'd lull and dale, a olimpsi; 
of rivei', a held of oopRai .qr.an, these were mdhiipo. What 
made the picture for him was the brick-kihi. Yet he was an 
educated man, wide-refid and Iravi-Iled. 

The mcmori.ils of the p.ist do not appeal to the Riissi.m 
bec'aiise of their IxMiitv, oi' then' (.iiiandness, only because of 
their I'clioioiis or hisloi ical associatiijns. Moscow still possesses 
some of the most interestiipo mommieiits ol the infancy of a 
j;reat nation* but t^e modein uv/qr/s/, industrialism, has no 
use fyr mere ir.emorials of the past. When the career oT a 
penny ’bus is ifiomentarilv inipetled bv some antiipie obstruc¬ 
tion, hki', s.iv 'I'emple Har, then dowaiVomes Temple Bar ! A 
plaoue on all who would clo“ pro,“ress ! Nowadays what is 
wanted is space and freedom Tor all—so that the penny 'buses 
may crowd upon and hinder^each other. Moscow' is rich in 
old buildm“s that bulk larj4elv*~the Kremlin collection for 
instance. They are in no sense Ijie outcome of indtistrialism, 
are quite out of keeping with the spirit of the prc^teid a^e, and 
sooner or laK-r may Be itonsidered to impede* the natural 
pro<JiYss of the city—some may have to j.;o,.but it is unlikely 
that ev*n then the Redeemei-'CJate of the* Kremlin will serve 
•as the entrance lodj^e to the private domain of some foreign 
Gewer at I^a/.oomovski or Ostankina. 

Industrialism has not yet taught the Russian that “Time is 
money.” Everywhere dilatoriness is the rule ; despatch the 
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exception. In no thing is this natural trait sy plain ,as in tlie 
arrangements for travelling. The trams are slow : there are'no't 
enough of them : the accommodation upon •them and at tlie 
st^ition is^excellent m its way but there is ovVrcrowdmg in both, 
everyvviiere the congestion is chronic. Some lines are fi little 
worse than (Jthers, but all are b;w:l. To obtain a numbered 
reserved seat it is necessary to book days in advance; river 
.steamers so»netimes are bool*ed “full ’’ weeks ahead. It is of 
no use tr^in|r to puiylntse .1 ticket at a ra'ilway terminus, it ipust 
be \(»ight beforehand at an agency—where a fee is charged— 
and there the tpieue of would-be buyers is so long th.it it is 
best to hire a perse*n*to •n.ike the yurchase. Passengers, who 
liave not a^nfimbered seat in tl*; tr.iin, must go to the station 
long before the train is it;idy to receive passengers. There they 
must engage the services eff a porter ^vho, a?; soon as the doois 
are unlocked, will ^strugnle with^other porters, to get a vacant 
place for his employer.^ First-class ixissengers go second-class 
rather lljan not go at all ; often woultl-be travellers are left 
behind for the next train owing to lack of room, and this is not 
on special occasions, but every day. Week in and week out it 
is a “ b.ink holitlyiy railwj^y rush for the ordinary p.issenger. 

Fxti a coaches ? “ ifjot without an lyrd^r from headt[uarters.’’ 

“ No room i Well, there's another tr.un tii-mornAv.” 

‘The Koursk railway station of Moscow is a building of 
which Russia is proud. Its gre.it si/e is its iiFist remarkable 
feature, if possesses tlic'usual clock’tower, the plain fayade, the 
long low wings. Hence starts the woiid-t.imoiis Siberian 
express twice a week, aiuf the accommodation at the disposal 
of.pas«engers is greater than furnished at any London terminus, 
whilst piob.ibly tlfe number (rf persons accommodated daily is 
f.ir less th.m the hourly arrivals at any station of the Central 
London Railway. 'The station is replete with unexpected con- 
x’eiiiences, but the booking otiices awe iji obwiirC corners and 
imdiscoverable wiihoiit a guide. There is a imigmlicent luosic 
for an absent b.inktii' ; one, equilly imposing, labelletl Inter¬ 
preter,’’ 1 found tenaiitless. Huffets were everywhere con-* 
spicuous, but not so time-tables or railway maps. At English 
statfons theie is a misnamed “Inquiry Oltice,’’ where'^one 
obtains answers. In this station the authoi itie.s,'with almost 
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pedantic regard for precision, pi'ovide what they Rnn an 
Information Bnrean.” If fortunate to lind it occupied, th.e 
only answer obtainable to iiuiniries is the laconic “ Ne-znau3n ” 
(“Don’t know") so common in Moscow. Whilst there; I 
noticed a tronji of poor children conducted bv an elderly lady 
and a young girl, they were going down into Ihe connh'y—for 
Moscow has an ee|nivalent to the London Fi'csh Air Fund— 
and t,lieir immediate re<.|nirement was the whereabonis of th'- 
ollice for the sale ol tickets at l ednce'c'l r des. 'I'liey tramped 
about that statin, all of them hea\ ily laden with bundles;' and 
encumbered with a pet dog, a go-carl, and bulky toys, but the 
only answer gi\en in n\y' hearing’w.tsXe-znaiou.” No 
matter where I went,I shortly'heard ||ie hurried patter of many 
little feet ; the almost breathless la-petition of the same hastily 
spoken phnise, ineVitably the answel' “ Xt--znaion.’’ Of course, 
things are much better ,ii ranged in thiscountiy; tin nigh, possibly, 
the same sort of thing in.iy h.ippi n any. day at \Valerloo. 

On an ayerage one tiain arrives at or departs f.'om New 
Street Station, Birmingham, every minute of tiu' twenty four 
hours’ d.iy, but the whole of tlie refreshment rooms there would 
not accommodate one tr.nn-liiad ok[.assengevs ; inoreox'cr, they 
are often empty. I n,tlu; Russi.in statious tiu'refreshment rooms 
are more colmnodiikus ; are always occupied, anti appear to be 
still neg.irded .is c.irayaiisyi <ii. h'roin wh.il I saw of an ivafs at 
the railway st.rtions I conehided tli.it the ordin.ir^’ intending 
passenger, mste.id of going to catch ;*ny panicnlar train, packs 
n ]3 his things, and, as soon as read\-, goes oil to the station 
tpiite regartlless of the hour, and dep’irts by Ihe, Hi st train that 
starts for his destination. l,lold this to a Russian fi leifd, who 
said it was correct but tor one |tarlKul,ir : when Ihe intending 
passenger has p.icked up his things, he sits down among them 
for half an hour or more to compose himself aft?r the liiistle of 
getting ready, piaor to;selltng out for the railwa\» station. My 
friend may have been joking, but the leiswrely wa}- in which 
Russii'cii people travel is refreshing. On the day of my depar¬ 
ture I psked my friend, “ What lime must I start from here to 
■catch Ihe courier on the Nikolai to-mgfit, Vassi V “ ll'sallthe 
same what.time you start, (lo now; go in an hour; go at 
si.y o’clock, or seven o’clock even, is early enough.’’ 



CHAPTER y. 

« • 

THE GREAT SIBERIAN RAII^WAY 

T here is a.*; f)l(f* Russian [■yovcrb that “the nearer the 
TsaV the ftreater the d,*n<ter/’ and from the old davs of 
tlie Tsars of Muscovy f^ussia has been regarded by its inhabi¬ 
tants as a country k'om tvhich to esca'pe.* In the middle ai^es 
fimitives from Russia were cofnmon on the west frontier, and 
were frequently passed without hindrance thioii^h countries at 
war wEh the Russians, In like maniTr some went east, espe¬ 
cially after Yermak had shown the way. It is said that the Slav 

has a tendency to turn towards the east, but this is po\l hoc, 

• . * 

pivplcr hoc, to, account,for the absoiqition of Siberia. The 
reasons for the coRmisation of Siberia will be stated later, 
here it is intended to show only how^ cominKnications were 
extended. 

First, as to the direction. The route taken by Yermak and 
his successors in the ^oiiipiest of Siberia formed the highway 
into Asia, at first a track between the stockaded advance post'*. 
As earlv asjboi there Vere yemshchiks at 'fiiimen, and in 1710 
' thc'.e pi^tillions there nmiibered, with their families, over 7000 ; 
live years filer If: post roifle extended riqht across Asia to the 
shores of Okhotsk on the Racilic, and soon afterwards the roads 
in western Siberia were widened to 21 ft. to .iccommodate the 
increasiiijit h‘‘hlR’. • 

The natural waterways, the real roads of Russia aiuHsiberia, 
were next requisitioned to dcVelop the communications, and it 
was proposed to connect the great rivers by c.inals, of wlijcji 
the Ob-Yenesei is*the practical rcMilt. As early as 1843 a 
steamer was placed upon the Ob, only one year later than the 
jirst appearance of ste.im navigation on the Volga. In r846 
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tlic ,stcamsliip i’aiistinilinopli' entered tlie Aimir frciin tlie 
Pacific, and in 1854 Mniaviev started in his steamer Ar<<iiii to' 
naviffate tlie Sjiilk'a and upper Amur. 

The successes of Mur.iviev in the Far East 'Aere ,foll'^'‘''cd 
bv main proposals for the consli'uction of railways. In 1857 
an Enalishm.in, Dull, wished to 4'onstruct a horse tramway 
from the terminus of the Moscow Railway at Xijni-Nov^orod 
to a po-t on the P.ichic ; and an Anui ic.m, Collins, a short 
raihwiv from Irkutsk to Chila, and so co.inect the-western 
system of waterways with the Amur route to the Far Ei.st. 
This Litter pro|ect was favoured In Mui.aviev, and all the money 
w.is to be raised for the construction locally, but the Ciovern- 
ment rejected the sch.eme. In 1858, Morrison, Horn, and 
Sleiah proposed to join Moscow with a Pacilic port, and cairy 
out the work of railway c instrnciioii without any peenniary 
' assistance from the State, but the concessions ihev asked were 
considered too onerous, and the offer was declmeil. 

Xothiiiu was done actually nnlil 1875, when the necessities 
of the miniiie population 111 the Xorth Ural district determined 
• the State to construct the Perni-Tuimeii R.ulw.iv as a possible 
link ill a lians-Siberian railwav juid an imnieikatc comieclion 
for the b.isins of the Rivers.\’ol,4a and Ob i the line was linished 
in 1884 only. 

In 1880 Ostrovski, a Russian engineer, pointed out that 'a 
Tr.iiis-Sibenan line running over the Isliini steppe would be 
,cheaper to construct than one followijif< the old post road 
route north ; would open up neyy country not served by navij^- 
able 1 ivei s, and not re(.|uire so lone; a link .is the l\rm railway, 
to connect it with the Russi.ni lines. He did not siu/ur'st a* 

... C . .'s.S 

1 rans-Asian lailway, but thiee sections to connect the navig¬ 
able livers and establish coinimmicittion bi'tweyn the Volina and 
Paikal. 'Hie through route could follow, ,nid as Ira'ced out liy 
him is^that actually lakenlby the railway in the zoni! of nia.xi- 
nuim population and of the “ black-earth liom the Volga to the 
Yenisei.” • 

Other rprojects were picsented by governors of provinces 
and private persons, but the State was not quick to act, and in 
i<Sqi had jjot 111,' further than a tentative e.xtension of the Zlato- 
ujjt-Muis .mineral railway to Chehabinsk. The official recog- 
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iiiriorT^of llu‘'J'rans Asian line may be said to rlatefrom an order 
•of (he Emperor Alexander III. made on Marcli 17, iH'ji, to the 
Tiarevicli, to declare upon landing at Vladi\^)stok from Japan, 
that an Imperial command had been eiven to build a con¬ 
tinuous line of railway across Siberia, and to himself tfirn the 
liisl sod of (his railway on (he Essuri section of the line which 
“is'to he carried out at the cost of the fjtate. ^'our participa- 

, tion in the»aehievement of this woik will be a testimonv to my 

. • c . 

ai'dent desire to liu'ilifate communication between Siberia and 
th ^.*(her countries.of the Empiie, and to m.inifest mv extreme 
anxiety to secuie the peaceful prosperitv of the country.’' 

'I'he inau,r;urati')n*criemonv eoyimenemy the \i(irk was pei- 
formed on'May ip, iMpi, bv l*is Imperial Majestr- Nicholas II. 
.it I’erwiva Rechka, a Je'c versts from (he (hilden lloiai at 
\'l,i(h\'oslok. • * ' • 

The 'IV,uis-C,_ispian piecedl'd the Tr.ms-Siberi.in K’.ulw.iv, 
and that r.iilwav, and, indeed, ne.irlv all Russian lines in Asia, 
have ti«en viewed as strate.yic, i.c., builf with .1 viiov to the rapid 
mobilisation ol troops on (he dilferent Irontiers of the hhnpire. 
This is the Ivnyiish, or, rather, (he An,”lo-lndian view. All 
Russ'an lines sg-ve a mililarv purpose. In the Russian Empire, 
as 111 derm,my and hTsinee, it is State pglicv to u.irrison districts 
with troops raised in some far distant, part of* the country; 
those from (he east uo to (he west, those from the north, to the 
south, and uarrisons are not allowed to rematn in one district 
lonv enou.i^h to becomf' part and parcel of the locality. There 
is constant movement, and these fre<,|uent chanjfes of station* 
are f.icilitated by r.iilwifys, whether they are strateuic oi' com- 
*nerffial. The Siberian lines were intended to open up the 
country ; that was their priifi.iry purpose. 

From (he i^rcxit haste wjth which (he work has been prose¬ 
cuted since*the (Jhino-j.ipanese War, it also cannot he doubted 
(hat .i^reit military importance is ;»ttacked to the value of com¬ 
plete railw ly comnumication between east and west. •* 

1 he next point of import,ilice is the material vaKie of the 
line. 

• * 

Much nonsense has been written respecting the “drt'at 
Siberian Railways.” The lines have been over-praised ; (hey 
have been ruthlessly condemned. There are 'poor section's ; 
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noijc js either veiV g(X)d or very b:id ; some are much better 
than others. Altogether, it is just a light railway—iiotliing 
more. The gauge is I've feet ; tlie rails weigh from forty-two to 
forty-eight pounds the yard ; they are too light for llie heavy 
engines and rolling stock of the State railways. They ought to 
be seventy-four pounds to tlie'yard i\s was specitied, and used 
(jn tile eastern sections.- Some, instead of being hard rail-steel, 
are soft, .nd the weight "f a lieavy train passing stgiins them 
beyond the point of elasticitv and tliev do not recover, but 
remain sunk between the sleepers. On one curve, it is 5 a d 
tliat a certain rail is ci uslied everv time dhe “e.xpress” passes, 
the buckling of the web of tiit' rail lenders it useless^ and it has 
to be reiilaced bv a new one each’ time, jh,it is, four rails each 
week. Oenerallv, the raijs are just ableHo sustain the weight at 
slow speeds, and no more. " 

• The embankments are loo narrow, and »too steep, the 
cuttings the same, the sleepers too soft and too thin. As a 
narrow-gauge r.iilw.iv little fault would have been found, but its 
staunchest champions admit that it is inferior to the average 
•r.ulways *11 Kurope.in Russia. There are sections which ought 
to be perfect, according to theory, TlTat is to *iv, that bv the 
engineering te.xt-books the •mbankmeiits ;fle at the riglit angle, 
the sleepers are close 1-nough together, and the rails strong 
enough *to carry Uie weight. Everything has been accurately 
calculated ; but everything, too, has beenjnacle just as ^^['lecille^l 
iji the calculated miniumugand no margwi allowed for possdde 
dilterences of soil and material. , Consequently there are, and 
always will be, subsidences of the tiack, falls of Iodise earth in 
the cuttings, and spreading of the rails ; lherefo],e delays to*the • 
traffic which even the proposed re-fiallasting of the track with 
broken stone will not prevent. • 

The speed of the trains can never be great. bJliort ti^iins 
with a light load like the Siberian Express may l1b able to 
average twenty miles an hour; tjie heavier,'(adinary trains do 
not often exceed twelve miles the hour, whilst* the heavy goods 
trains rum()le along like traction engines on a country road. 
The express is the safest train by which *to travel; the long 
freight trams bring down the falls of earth and cause subsidences 
of, the track, and so themselves sometimes come to grief. The; 




llu-Wc-ilcin Siberian 1111111 llu'Ibals to ()!), Ilu-Ceiitial Siberian 
ti’oni Ob to Irkutsk, the 'rrans-^kiikalian troni li kiilsk to the 
Manchuriaii Ijontier, 111* kkisteiii Chinese .leiiiss Manehuria, 
Iheli^suri fioiii l’o”ranielinava. to X’ladivostok. 'i'o make a 
thi()iiu|i route these Iia\e yet’lobe eonnected by the Cii-cuin- 
Haikal line rouiuHhe soufheTn shores of the lake. 

Tile totat length of the railway from SI. 1 ‘etersbiuu •*) 
Vladivostok*\v,is estimated it somethin* le-.s thali 10,000 versts 
and the eosi of the •j'loi lions to be construeted in order tTTjoin 
the East with the existinu |-,hlway system of Russia at ftve hun¬ 
dred million loiibles. By taking the southern route ,throu<<h* . 
Manchuria, the railwaV ou.Lfhl to be about a thousand versts 
shArler, but actu.illy the distance to Vladivostok will be 8637 
versts, or about 5700 miles, and the money already spent, or in 
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course of Iviiit; spent on (he lailwav willi its Imincli to Port 
Artliur, is a tlionsand million roubles oi' over one liuiKirecI 
millions steiima. 

There is one short branch line of forty-eieht miles fi'om 
Taioa Junction to 'I'omsk, the capital of Siberia, and others are 
pi'ojected, but there will not.be anv other development north of 
the trunk line tor yeaj s, notwithstanding the claims put for'w.ird 
bv the inhabitants of the Tobolsk' province lor a iviilwav con- 
timiine the Kkalerinbiiri.^-Tnimen hue Tv-wav of ‘Ishmni and 
Tiukalinsk to Omsk through an aericnitural district,’ tliiis 
makino a larce loop, eventually to be imiled bv the i'erm- 
Kotlas railwav with the l\i,issian railwnvs, and so ^ive another, 
more northern, route Irom the tJapital to Siberia. 'Other pi,ms 
are of areatei import.nice ; the aoiscul nr.il districts south of 
the r.niw.iy are richer thai[ those to the north, but first, br.mches 
will be run to the .yoldH^.lds. In a \’erv short time the most 
import.mt branch, that through Mongolia tow.irds Pekin, will 
be com[rleted ; loiiLf before its coin|'iletion it will h.u c'inte'- 
cepted the car.ivan Ir.icks ,ind devi.ited the fr.illic in tea from 
the old ro.idand rive r routes to Miiscovv. Other br.mches w ill 
reach tlie mineral regions of the’ PppeiA'enesei, the \’itim eold- 
helds, and tap the ealh^y ol the Zeva. A, br.mch line is w.mled 
between sonifc port oji the Se.i of Okhotsk .md ^'aklllsk, and it 
IS eveij sueeested that a line shall run to the tar north-east and 
connect with liie American r.iiluavs bv a line to be built 
thr('ii”h Al.isk'a to Cape Xome. * 

Pefore lone many crudities of the cMsIine Iriink line will 
have been improved. It will not be‘lu-cessai y fur the loco¬ 
motives to take leserves ol water in tubs on trucks; or lor d 
to be pumped a hall-mile, or mofe, to tanks the line will be 
properly ballasted ; there will not, be falls of earth down the 
b.mks eveiy time a tram passes; with the settlement and subse- 
e|uent drainafTc' of the liind.s^adjacent tc) the railways the subsi¬ 
dence.. caused by flood water will cease. 

State railways may be e.\pe6ted to cost,more than private 
imdertakhies, but then the work should be better done. Work 
of the best class is not conspicuous on the'Siberian railways, but 
Americans, who remember the completion of the Union Pacific 
line, say tliat the tiack is no worse than the lu st put down in the 
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limU'cl^ States, and that is the 
hiitlicst praise I heaid fi'oin experts 
competent to form a just oimiion. 

On the oilier side Russians ,ire 

• * 

not slow to recount instances ol 
lolilierv m Tonncction with tlK'« 
consirnction ol the railway, ol 
which the •most Il.is4raiit instance 
perhaps ,is lliat oU tht' contractor 
w h 1 •made Ins embankment of 
sno\^ insir'ad of e.irth, so that 
when tile thaw caiiTe,‘liv whicii, 
time he had lier n paid, Ihelitick 
subsided lour feel ihrouctiioiit llie 
length of l;is sectionr 

A,Wain, llu* wliole |irinciple*ol 
i.iilw.iN' biiildinn Is prniiilwc and 
costhe . I''()r die orealer part of 
its length the track inns across 
praclicallv le\el oidniicl, and the 
bank Is raised ii\-di,no|iin. a ditch 
corresponding in depth and width 
to tile einl'ankmeiil. When a 
ciitlmn has to be made, the earth 
Iherelrom is piled on liolh sitles of 
the banks, and not ns*'d to m ike 

tile embankmcnls. In tact such 

• 

tools as excavators and lip- 
wactj^ins do not a|ipear to h;|,ve 
been used at all, nor are* they 
employed in the consirnction of 
the leastern A'liinese railway. 

It is ai» all-I\iissiaiI line, an(^ 
if it has cost mucli more to con¬ 
struct than would* have been the 
case had the work been f^iven to 
foreign contractors, llic Russians 
Iiifve jiained what they needed 
badly, practical experience in 
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c.ii rymt^ iliioTiyli cnyiiicci in” work ot llu.' lii>( order. In lliR w;iy, 
it-iirno olliei', flic Sl.dc benefits, Init tlie value of llie indo idual 
e.xperience is to smiie extent lost to the St.ite, OW 11115 to the t.^ct 
that the eontiiuVition ot the work ot eo\'i rine the Ivasl with a net- 




m 




T' fA ' 

u':;| 




I' \ I, 11 H'. \ I <jS I Ikl (,l;i A r SIKIia\N R Ml.W w 


work of liiKs is entrusted to new li.ijids. Inste.id ot r'lnploN'iny 
tile men who have Gained their experience at the •cost of the 
State, tliir-e ihav ene,n_r^.(] with few exceptions, vouno 

enyjiiiiffIS tresh Iromtlie technical colleges. .Outlie other hand, 
it must Ik- allowed that the railVav presente;d no very serious 
j.-iinineerin }5 ditlicnlties ; severe winter weather was the most 
trikuhlesome element. Xowhere has the' line a lontr tunnel 
completed, or a bridge like th.it over tlie Kishta or the Forth; 
when it is not running on a dead level, it winds like a serpent 
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(ir a nioyiitain riilwav oxor lull passes, and tli^e few euttmes 
tliKoneli I'oek would be tiilles foi'flu engineers of sueli a Idle' 
as tiu.' Cainbnan railway, d'lie 'I'r.ms-Siherian •r.iilw.o’ is i^ie.il 
onlv 111 its length, and by re.ison of the piir|ioses if is intended 
do serve. • 

'rile (rains bn the Siberi.in lines, are all erowded. In the 
express (r.iins are travellers doin<^ the tour roniul (he world, 
(Wlieials .poiiftt; to rhst.int pi sts, the wives and ehildren of 

ollicers st.iiioned in .M.ilieluii la, a lew eoinnierei.ils, and some 

% 

experts^)!' savants. 'I’lieil there is tIu' post Ir.nn e.ieli d.iv. 'I'liis 
t.ikes, i>iv the first el.iss olliei.ils, eoiiimi'i erils, and traders 
workiny from town (ti town ; seei.uul elass : the we.ilthier 
.irtis.ins and (I'ldeis miyratmy to\».irds (he sunrise ; (bird el.iss : 
Iree immiyr.nits .iiid setlkvs. Anolher tr.un ol seeond, third, 
and lonrth el.iss passunyer'and yoods w.iyyons eonvevs the 
otiieers oj Ihe imimyr.ilioii dep,fitment, free .ind St.ite-aided 
settlers. 'I'liere ,ire speri.il (r.ims lor the niiht.irv, poliee, ,ind 
eonviets, tor yoods .iiid r.iilw.iv constriietfon m.iterial. 

On all tr.iins there is yre.iter eomloit th.in one e.xpeels to 
Inid ; e\'en Ihe tlnrd-el.iss p.issenyers h.iw .i pl.iee lor their 
beddmy, and the fjuiilh li.ivv bro.id, roiiyli beiiehes ,ind sheh'es 
which serve (he same purpose. 'The tr.im^ ,ire k-’pt cli.ni, the 
serviee is yood ; in short the workmy st.ilt of Ihe lisie .ire eoni- 
petent men ellieieiitlv directed and controlled, .iiid tr,ivi.;|hny 
by ti.ini 111 Siberi.i is more eomloii.ible than it is*m K’nssi.i. 

The Siberi.in is a pioiifeer r.iilw.iv ; it c.nmot h.ive .inv l.irye 
tr.iltic until the eonntry it tr.ivei'ses becomes more sidlled. It 
has no loop lines nor br.mVh lines of import.inee ; it does not 
cofiipetV with till' river w.ins, nor is it l.iryelv served by (hem ; 
iieitiu'r li.is it diverted aiw • consider,ibh' tr.illie, e.xei'ptmy 
]ierh,ips the ti.ide m Eiiro[ieaii. sea-borne yoods (o Krasiioy.iisk 
by the dise.irdeil K.ira sea route, ,ind a sh.ire ol (he car.iv.m 
tr.ide from 'I'wrkestan. 

Comp,lied with Knylish and leurope.in r.iilwavs, and fVen 
with the St.itc lines i.'i I'tiissi.i, the (rallic is nuniericalK’imim- 
portant. Exchidmy the military, the passenyers lunnlured 
66,000 in oSpS, and in t.Sijp only 56,000 ; in ipoo owniy to (ho 
distilrbed state of iM.inchtiria, the number inereased both wavs. 
People led and subsequently returned to E.istern 'Siberi.i. In’ 
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H) )i tlio III 11)111,” ti.inicciiminiSliocl. 'I’lic ,”o(kIs ti.iIlK- .imoiiimtl 
<o t;<S4,ooo (oii> 111 uS()S, ,111(1 631),000 tons in i8(|<). Ilic.s^ioss 
roaiiits ;ivcni”(.'«k-^s lii.in (.'700 per inik- per .inniiin. It is, 
therefore, ridU'ulon's to contend th.it a doiihle track is neces- 
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sarv., The Rerin-'ruinieii line, the only otlier railway in Siheri.i, 
IS alsi) single hack, Init it c,lines over a million passengers 
vearlv, and its,eross receipts are over £tooo per mile per aniiimi. 

It must he reiuemlu'ied that the trunk line is t.ir fioni heinr; 
a commercial success, and is*even Worked at a loss. Taking 
the actual cost of the sections opened at jMo million r.iuhles 
only, the interest on the honds* reiiuires yV] million rouhles 
anniiallv. 'I'he actual receiirts for i.Siji) were a little over 
17 niilhons, and the workiii” (.xpeiises pist undc>;' 20 millions. 
Wlien the line is completed the workin,L; e.\penses/)f the whole 
route from Chehabmsk to Vladivostok and Dainvwill be not 
less thaei live million pounds sierhn,” a vear, and for many years 
there must be a delicit of receipts to cover even \vork1nj4 e.xpeiises. 

, If the passeipcer fares are low, the fif/ods freij^hts are hif’h, 
vet return only 15 copeeks per pood of 36 lbs. conveyed. Of 
lie 200 million poods carried, only about one-lifth was ,i3eiuiine 
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coininer^ual frcij^lit, the balance lieinn i-aiKviijY and military 
material and ^ooeb conveyed for the Government account. 'In' 
190J, as twice previously, the line has been chKed for a period 
to all coiymercial traftic, bemu icqnired foi' Government pur¬ 
poses exclusively, and this when, mste.ul ol 40 million',, af least 
600 million pbods of Gviniine coiKiuerci.il Goods should be 
t.iken each year in order to pav the workiiiG pxpenses and interest 
«n the caintifl covered by Govei-nment bonds. 

'1 he railway is shilRd by '4,7-11 persons, ,uid the ol'licial 
return ^qives the rolliuG stock as; ycji locomotives, 548 p;is- 
seiiGer .xid 7743 Goods waGGims, 33 mail-vans, &c., but the 
uumber of each has be'en* increased liv recent lai Ge additions ; 
thoiiGli it isjimted that on the sto»k-takiipG visits of the inspector, 
by alteriiiG with white p.unt the numbers on the trucks and 
seiidinG them on .ihe.itl, wliilst the iii'^rector is detained, iminv 
have been counted twice oroltent-r. 

'I'he Siberia opened u|i to Russians by the railway is a land 
of much promise; it is not the Kldorado some picture it, nor is 
it the desolate waste Siberia is qvnerally considered. Nowhere 
throiiGhoiit its whole leipGih does it cross or approach barren 
kind. The Siberij of the r.iilway, possibly the pick of the v.ist 
reGions in Kussi.in Asi,i, is just jikiin^ciynmonplace connin’, 
such as one expects to lind in any qre.it Ifrilish coNmv, and its 
like can be found far to north and south of the actu.il ,tract 
traversed. R must be admitted that the country di’ies impress the 
beholder l.ivoiir.iblv. 'blje ne.it railw.iv settlements, composed 
of kirqe immi_Granl homes, schools, picturesque churches— 
built out ot tjie Alcx.iiu'er 111 . memorial fund—substantial 
aiul cornmodioiis dwelhiiGs, the mjlls, stores and station build- 
iipGs are not properly represent.*tive of Siberia, but of the new 
better tree colonies the Russvm Slate is doiiiG its utmost to 
nlant all over'the fertile reeions of northern Asia. In time 
idler railways will be w.inled, but .it’preseni Siberia wants men 
ind it w,lilts those men b.idiv. 



- CHAPTER yi 

'PHE OVERLAND ROUTE TO THE EAR EAyP 

« / 

O F all claims made lor Hie OVeal vSiheriaii railway the 
strongest is Jliat ii allTirds an overland rmile to the Far 
EFist. It may not he a better nnitef a safer, or even a quicker 
wav, but as an arternative to the sea ilmte it commands the 
attention of travelleis and is ?if world-wide interest. 

Some consideration therefore must be t/iven to the Trans- 
European and Trans-Asian lines as constitulme a‘means of 
direct communication between China or Japan and Western 
Europe, and this irom the points of view of the hurryin.q' 
busmi’ss man and the leisurejv tourist. In,what time can the 
journey be done, at *vli,it cost, and wViat is there on the way 
worth stopping to examine, Further, the journey must be 
con^ide|■ed with the present conditions, and with such modili- 

cations as wilf result Irom the connection of the (lifferenl lines 

• • 

and the instilulion ol a throiii^h service. 

The tourist will appreci^ite a few hints. The best season 
for the joiirnev is Siptember ; the n*exl-best mynth lime. 'I'lie 
direct route is by Fhishigu to Berlin, then on by’wav* of 
Warsiw and Smolensk to Moscow, whence the Siberian e.xpress 
runs through to Irkutsk. If li is not dpsired to break the 
journey uimece'-sarilv, Eondon must be left by*the np^ht train 
on Sundav, or \Vednlsdat', preferably with a thnuieh ticket to 
Moscow and baeqaqe remstered to that' town. It is an imin- 
terestme journey Irom Fludnnjf to lEflin, as all who have 
madect know well, but the traveller has before him thirty such 
' wearisome days. A fairly ^qood restaurant car is on the train 
^ from Colojiue, and oi this the passenger should take advantai^e 
eastpf Oberhausen. 'Hie (rain should be left at the Zoologis- 
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cher G;*rtcn station of tlic Stadt-l^alin in Berlin and, if the next 
train on is taken, a drive across Warsaw can be avoidecf. 
Refreslnnents are served on tins train, but,fliere_ is no restau¬ 
rant car.. The frontier is reached at 1.30 A.ll. ; the train 
starts on an hour and half later, and arrives at Warsaw af 8 A.M., 
'file sleepin,tt*carriaL;es aic tl^en attached to a short Irain which 
runs by the loop line across the Vistula to the Brest station, 
and from fhis line there i.,'a yood viyxy of the forlilieatioiis 
defendinii; the capftal'of old Bol.ind. Bassenaers iniisl then 
chaipij- trains, as on the Ifrest-Moscow line the .y'aipae is the 
I'tlissial^ Standard, live Tet, instead of llu' Kurope.in yaiiae 4.8. 
Bresl-fatovsk, one of tlie most important fortresses in the 
(iovernment of Poland, is reached at two o clock i he line, 
after crossing the now .partly drained swamps of the Afinsk, 
enters forest which •is similar to Ihw' Taiaa ol central Siberia. 
\'ears ayo, when there,was btiT one line, the journey through - 
the section was primitive and unuitcrestmc;. P.isseipaers turned 
out abo'.ii seven in the 11101111114 and washed themselves on the 
platform in basins provided bv the pe.is.inl women who came 
there with their ewers of water ; now, .ilthoiiah the service is 
much acceh'rah.'d, it is possjble that the train arrivme at 
Stolbtsi on the eve tif a Saint's d^y, sWill be (let,lined there 
whilst the conductors and other ol'lici.ils attend seiA'icc at a 
chapel on the platform. Most intercstine are the peasants of 
White Russia, in undyed clothes .iiid bast shoes, seen at the 
stations. * 

Moscow is reached at 2.43 I’.VI. and a drix'e must be ni.ule 
to the K'oiirsjr station, from which the train will depart the same 
tveiiTiie at (j.33 t'.M. , 

'fhroiieh tickets must be*obtaincd in advance to avoid del,iv 
and at present are not issue^l bevond Irkutsk. 'I'here are seven 
trains worktne the service, of wInch live are of the usual type 
run bv tholnlernatioiial S]ee|iiiie-»Car,’Coniiianv, the two others 
—the iirst and second Siberian trains, each of wliUfi cost 
;4[2,ooo—are thc‘»hixiiriously litted expresses made Snown bv 
the Paris Exhibition of i()oo. 'fhese two last spe*'i,il train;* 
consist of live carri.fces. Next to the locomotive, a bao^tice 
afid service watfcon ; then, the restaurant car^and oflices ; 4 
second-class carriage ; the lirst-cLiss saloon ; a secomj-class 
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carriage, conihi(iecl with an observation car. All are connected 
U'itn covered gangways ; and are provided with vestilinles and 
double windows 'and doors. 

In tile centre of the lirst-class car there is a small saloon, 
with t'.ible, lounge, comfortable arm-chairs and the usual cross¬ 
seats. At each end are jL'ompartiuents for two and four 
passengers shut off from the gangway by curtains, whilst other 
coupes for two and four persons respectively have doors. 
Hotji lu st and second’class berths are vainally well lilted, the 
upholstery covered with the best leather, and the seats c inver¬ 
tible into beds by raising the backs and using the Ivviding, 
pillows and coverlets provided. Kxcirpt* on the trains which 
have the observation car first# class, there is litfle to choose 
between lust and second class, as,ill tIjTi additional accommoda¬ 
tion provided is at the disjiosal of evfry passenger. 

The restaurant car has t.iWes of* different sizes to accom¬ 
modate a person travelling alone, or ,i party of six ; meals ,ire 
served from 8 A.M. Uf 10 I'.M. local time, inclndingji liiblc- 
d'linfc dinner of four courses for a rouble and a quarter, or less 
than three shillings. The fare varies in i.|uality ; the (//i/and 
kitchen stall of one train being superior to others, but that of 
only one train was noticeably inferior la,st year. In the saloon 
of the restaiipant there are a piano and sheets of music ; a 
hbrarv; of a couple of hundred books, including French, 
German and Etiglish books on Russia, Siberia and the Far 
East ; Russian liction and periodifal literature.* Chess, 
draughts and other table games are provided ; cards may be 
played until li I’.M., and each T;ompai«;ment has a detachable, 
convertible card-and dinmg-table, with a pillar-standard el zetru' 
lamp which is hung np out of tl#e way by day. 'I'he bath — 
hot or cold—costs three roubles ^ a charge is made for the 
home-trainer on which the cyclist may pedal, and the “exer¬ 
ciser” for thosti who do.not,wish their body mnsekis to rest. 

AGavatory is converted into a dark room titled with ruby 
electric kimp, for the benefit iff phot()grap[iers, who may also 
.have the^ Use of a cabinet of trays, me.isures, lixing-baths, and 
oUier apparatus free of charge. . 

Ihe heating apparatus is elticient, and under complete con- 
tiAil by regukitors in each C(.)mpartment. Thermometers are 
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lixccl iusicle each car and otliers outMcle. Tiic^Ncntilation it nul 
so tlioroiij^h, hilt in sninnier tlie temperatyie is reduced by 
acknittiiiff a down draught of cool airfroin«the ice boxes carried 
on the roof ol tlie dining-car and o\-er tlie lirst-class saloon. 
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d'lie liftings of all the cars are excelleflt, flic metaUwork electro¬ 
plated, and the panelling of the choicest veneers; in short, the 
trains are such as tlie public in other countiiies has not the 
privilege af using, being, in most respects e<.[ual to the special 
trains reserved in westetn ICurope for the sole use of Royalty. 
Everything that can rea.'^)nably«'oe expected is found in these 
trainSjand the critic will search in vain for faults. 

Die service .is good ; a,ben in each eoiiipartnient will 
suniinon a waiter from the restaurant, or bring one of tlie car 
attendants. Inackhtion there is a master-of-the-tr.iin, an ollicial 
of slatjon-uiaster’s rank, to supervise the stalf of ;i.ltendants and 
cleaners, the'guards, conductors, and cfintrolfers, and keup, the 
running up to the sclieduled tiu*e. * 

There are lew hotels in Russia, and none in Siberia, where 
the foreign liaveller wi^l be so comfortable as upon the Sibcriaji 
express ; and the pity is that at present the accommodation 
is not available beyond IrkiiEk, a seven days' Journey from 
Moscow. ' ‘ 
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Riujsk is rcaLhcd bv breakfast-tinic the hist luoniin”. 
the nii^ht the train lias passed d'lila, the lhi nimr;hii"> <'f 
Russia, and aone tlii'iiieh some of tile best aj^neiiltiiral distnets 
of (heat Russia. Some straw-thatehed and poor-lookine 
vill'iLtes may be iiotieed, but the hue is neaiaiiy the steppe 
region, and now most coiispi’eiioiis are the hurdle-leiices whieh 
serve as snow screens and run par.ilh-l to the line all across the 
stcp)ies. l’eii/,i, a centre of camel'cloth weaving, i-t reached at 
nialKfall, and in the small hoiiis the Vol.J^a is cross'd by a 
bridge 1520 v.irds lone. '' 

Sam.ir.i, the centre ol the yi-ijn dn'' icl, is reached at halt- 
past SIX, and from here to the westei'Ii slopes ot the [ ral is 
excellent yrain l.iiid, and pr.ni le! W'opdeii w indmills v.iry the 
luonotonv ot the w ide pi.mis. .At the stations, Mordv.i peasants 
and Rashkir nr.iziers .nid irom.ids will be easily distmijuishatih 
from the Russian settlers ,ind ('mniaii colonists. Rye is the 
principal crop niown, ]uit there is yood wheat-land, and the 
country is developing rapidly. 

Possibly a cloud of dust on the steppe will be appro,idled 

close enough for the p.isseiyyeis to see th.it it is produced by 

immeiisV herds of c.ittle beiny (^ iveii to fresh p.istiires. Beyond 

Samara, the kind is niift-e )*,irk-hke, the pkTin broken with round- 

topped Inks, the ridyes wooded with birch and clumps of l.iri;e 

trees. * lii die cutlmys the “ black soil ” will be seen to extend 

to a depth of three feet, lyina on sand .ind linn-stone. In this 

district there ,ire in.inv “ funnels” formed bv subsidence ol the 

surf,ice earth. 'I'he strat.i ot tli*- Peimian lorni.itioii abound m 

* . . . 
e.ivities, and atter the sprmy'tloods there is otteii a siiikme ol 

the surf.ice, somelnnes hurviii;* a ^rlouehm.in a.nd Ins teaii'l. .\ 

l,iiy;e liiiiiiel is ne.ir the line, close to A'oronki ; it measures 

thirty yards .icross .ind is .iboiil seleiity feet (Jeep at its centre. 

The hills h.ive c.ives, in.iin superposed and connecU'd bv 

oiille^es. . * 

Soiii^' of the yillaucs are thajehed, othei’s ,ire \’ery str.inelnie 
ainonji clumps of trees with shnif^le roofs. ■ The population is 
very niix'ed. 'I'liere arc the Mordva and Cheiemys, of !''innish 
race ; Cliiivashes, inoiint.iin .ind plain B.ishkirs ol Tartar stock, 
hvine apart and f.irmuye in (lilfereni fashions. Some arc slill 
• noiiMch, at least 111 summer, and crowd the stations ollerina 
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fresli and boiled milk, curds and kumys to the passenuei s.’d'l-.e 
ploue|iin« IS done by some with one small livrse, by others with 
thfee yoke of oxen : the milch cows are Generally tethered. 

From Kiiiel the ascent of the Ural Highlands bej;ms by 
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easy Gradients ; these do not* exceed o.oi as far as Ufa, where 
the mwmitainoiis region 's enterecL T|ie line winds throu,^h 
hill passi’s, oTten alone small stream iTmonifst scenery r«call- 
ine in some places that of the Wiesh borderland, in oth«is that 
of Luxemburg. Tlfis section is p.issed in the night, and the 
ti.iveller will see nothing of (po gold and iron mining centres, 
or the small manufacturing towns of the Urals, until reaching 
Viazovaya about 7.30 .a.M. local time. The schedtiled time for* 
the run of 120 miles from Ufa is six and a half hours by ’the 
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expi\ss ;uk1 cii^lit'and a lialf hv ordinary trains ; over soi.nc sec¬ 
tions havinn a ei'adicnt of onlv 0.0085 tlic trains arc scheduled 
to run less than 12^ miles in the hour. A lew versts frOin 
Zlato-iist, reached before midday local time, is a short tunnel 
through a chalk formation. 'I'his is prohalilv the lirst tunnel 
passed, not only in Russia, b'nt in the whole run through from 
Flushing, nearly 30oo niiles away, and there is no other until 
Irkutski is parsed, 2000 miles further on. The absence of 
tiinnt'ls is due to the flatness of the countrv traversed,'and the 
principle of railway construction, which is dilferent to that 
followed in England. Where British 'Jiigineers would drive a 
line straight, make a cutting, r.iise an embankment, or bore a 
tunnel, Russian engineers m.dre a r.iilwav which by easy grades 
and many tortuous windings will pass'over or round obstacles, 
and sink by the same circiimvolulions to ttie level of the great 
plains. 

.^boiit twelve miles yast of Zlato-ust, near Frjumka st.dion, 
the line attains its greatest elevation, and bv sharp cur\ es almost 
z'gzags to the top ol the ridge, ciossing itself and forming 
irregular loops, some of the curves ha\'ing a ma.xiir.uin radius 
of only 350 yards. On a simdl stone pyramid by the line, 
Europe is engraved oh the west face, and Asia on the east, then 
the line runs down through Syroslan and Mias to Chehfibinsk, 
which'is reacheij shortly after five o'clock local time. 

The valley of the t'rals, and the .Ale.xander peak, 3500 feet, 
are picturesiiue but in no sense graixl or imignilicent. The 
most characteristic view is lieai Kropachevo, passed about 
6 P.M. ; the most beautiliiilv situated town, Zlalo-usl, named 
afti'r St. John Chrysostom to •whom Mosolov, a Moscow met- 
chant, the founder ol the town, erected a church in 1754. 
The iron works now belong to the Slate ; the l.irger ones at 
Viazovaya, and others in the vicinity, to the He1oselski.-Helo- 
z.erskj, hiinily. . • * 

'liie^ hills are well woodet^ with lir, pine, spruce, birch, 
lintes and oaks; bears are plentiful. On* the eastern slopes 
the oaid disappears ; the black earth is found only in the 
valleys, and there the veget.ition is rich. Away from the 
mount.mis tke layer is thin, allording e.xcellent pasture, which 
furKiev to the south-east becomes |irairie, the steppes merging 
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with *;mdy desert insutlicieiitly w;i(ei'ed afid abouiidiujf .in 
salt and Iritter lakes fast disappeaiinrj. T[ie lake ecUes are 
ertvered with reeds, and around the ed^s^es* salt-wort {siiliscorni)i 
lu'rhai\ti) «ro\vs in profusion. , 

Cheliabinsk, the terininus of the West-Sibei ian Ixaihvspy it; 
the^lirst Silierian town reached, aiul is a junction for the line to 
Ekaterinburu which connects with 'I'ruineii and the River 
d'obol, the*hcart of old Siberia. It WHS founded in i^)5h and 
named •after the*H.iskir, Chchab, fi'oni whom the laiuf was 
act|UiTed. It was attacked by Piio.uhev’s followers, hut lias 
no other historical assifciatioiis, and few antiquities. Althoilf^h 
there is .qa^od stone in abundance near, tlv houses are of 
wood, the roads umiiade and unpaved.* Theieisan imiiiensc 
.oranary, some larqe .qi’qin mills, and a distillery. The fairs 
in May and October ary lar.qfely atfended ; some 80,000 sheep 
are slaughtered annually, <uid the tanneries ,ind tallow works 
complete the indusliies of the town, \Wiich is of Greatest im- 
portane'e as the reoisterini; centre for Siberian immigrants, for 
whose acconimodation liuoe barracks, hospitals and stoi'cs have 
been erected. In early summer the station and town are' 
ihronoed with |iyMsants Iroiii iHverv part of European’ Russia, 

but there is no hotel accouiniodatioi» fiif tourists. 

» 

1 he lirst section of the line in Siberia skirts the Khirjfis, 
Ishiin, and Baraba steppes, and the country isjiot at all like the 
Siberia ot convention. 

The intention of the'jirojectors of the railway beiiifr to open# 
up new country, the lim^does i».it follow the old post road tor 
any eainsiderable (list,nice. It does not run from town to town 
—even d'omsk, tjie capital of^SiReria, is served only by a branch 
line some forty-ei,i;hl miles lone ^and therefore as a tourist 
route it is dis.ippihntinj^. There is plenty of interest to see in 
Silieri i, but not from the raiKvaea Eor the foljowinjs reason. 
Central Asi!i, from the th als to * I.ak'e Baikal, is a sljallow 
basin erooved with'old waterways. Alonj^ these waterways, 
but above the prese'nt level of floodwater from e.\istine streams, 
the line proceeds uniformly. Eor thousands of mileif the pas- * 
seiifier’s view is restricted to a portion of a particular valley. 
There is no wide expanse of open country, ‘no bird’s-eye * 
glimpse of Siberia from the top of an elevated plateau im' rfdge.* 
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Tlic Silicri.ii) is a railway in a Ion”, wide clildi, and (In' liiie 
blinks I'roni w.ityished to watei^lu-d (lirou,”h shallow euttinos 
which shut off I'l'oMi tin.' passcn”cr in the oliscrv.itioii rai 
all views rweept the dre.iiw periiianeiil w.iv with its scanty 
horrlerland of forest ele,iiin”s and railw.iv scllk'inents. 

'I'lie soil IS saiuK’, oi'marshV where tiu' siih-soil is elavey ; 
the \ e,!4etalion diminutive, for the forest land has been converted 
into ste^ipe, and wh.it pyowth there is consists ol yoiiii” birch, 
dw.icl-chcrrv ,md willow wood. 'I'hcre arc'sh.illow pools and 
lakes hist drvin” tip, and shiepish rners m |iroccss nl coiner- 
sion to l.ikes. 'I'hcre is sprmp-snwn whi'.il, but the coiinirv is 
ci\’cn chieflv to slock-r.iisiii”, .ind some excellent pasliir.ipe will 
be noticed in p,itches- the partS of the old river beds co\ ei ed 
bv the Hood water m sprmp. 

'rinre .ire vill.ipis and towns on the rohte, but as it was not 
for them the line w.is constructed the stations .ire so l.ir dist.int 
tint it seems ,i moekei to mine them after the settlements. I n 
t.ict, the stations like the sidings ,iie made at repiil.ir mterv.iK, 
,md the propuK|uitv of ,i town .ippe.irs to be accident,il. Where, 
as at Petr(ipa\io\sk, the r.iilw.iv necessarilv skirts the town, the 
station is pi.iced, not .it the lUMresl coiuem.-nt pi.ice to tlu' 
town itselt, but ,it ,i point some m lies ",iw.i\, from which the 
town can sc.ircelv be seen. 'I'his appe.ii's to be wilful not 
aecide'ntal. the ob|ect apparentlc’ beiii” to iiin a line throiinh 
unsettled countiv, with st.itions all alike, to .icci.iinmodate 
immigrants. lA-pairin”shops, engine .ind wappoii works, oltices 
and other necess.irv est.ibhshni'-nts, ,ire st.itioned ,it the points 
most coiu’enient toi the railwiw, not bec.uise the.spot is near a 
town or river, ne.ir co.il or iron. Old Siberia, existinn Si'beria, 
has been disregarded. EvidentK’ it is expected that tlm line will 
make the country, and the new settlements >\ ill be on virgin 
soil, apart from thosr' sections of the country .ilre.klv inh.ibited. 

At present the most pictnresi|iK' ob|ects are the many small 
windmills, and the people. At a railway crossiiiTt the puard 
may be a I^nssian soldier in uniform, hoklii.j,' in one hand his 
ritle with bayonet I'lxed, m the other the wreen signal Haw ; Jiere 
and there may be seen women labourers ball.istm^ the track 
\vith stone. ,At the sidinys settlers—the relatives of railway 
hibcxirers will oiler for sale milk, bread, and f.irm-prodiice ; 
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JFislil-wr, Ruliiuik, Kliirj^is, ,iiul iu)ina(l i;r;i*K'is icllini^ about 
the line .nul stalions regard tlie bain and its occupants 
witli stoical indillci cncc and betrav no s'^an*ploin of cni iositv, 
Knj^aii, as its name implies, marks llic site ol an enormous 
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barrow pf winch no vcstict' rcmanis. Tlie <rislrict is not with¬ 
out ai clncoloj^ical interest, but tiic memorials ol anlK|nity havr' 
not been identified and littl^; is known of the people who 
occupied the coimtrv betore the d'ai l.u' inroads. At pi eseiit the 
' rc.yioM IS peopled cincllv bv tlie descendants ol llu’ hordes of 
.Asiatics who 111 mcdiieval da\s so treqneiitly invaded leiissia.uKl 
Kill ope, to retiu'ii hevond the t'r.ils belore superior lorce, or to 
c.irrv .iwav the spoils laaincd. 

At Pelropavlovsk then, is ah 0UI car.^vaiiserai and barter 
court, where formbrlv much of the tr.ide between cast a*id west 
was transacted. •The town li.is not now the comnierei.d impor¬ 
tance it h.id, blit does a thrii'iiiT; trade in aiiimiW product 
From here to Oh tl’e line rims close to the old soutlierii fron¬ 
tier of tlie lAissian empire now e.xteiided to yie Pamirs somj_i 
1200 miles further south. 
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Oiiisk is Icadiccl the c'vcninj4 after leaving Clic'liahinsk, the 
distance of 493 miles beinj^ accomplished by the express, 
averae;m!4 less tliaii twenty miles an hour, in twenty-liye and a 
lialf hours, and hy the post train in thirty hours. The town is 
pn the'opposite b.mk of the river, which joins the Irtish at this 
point. It is a eood tradnye-feiitre jind w.is formerly a point of 
strateLtic importance :ijid the capital of Siberia, but now is the 
chief acj^ininistratiye town of the vSfe|ipe country, and has laree 
rail\\„ay workshops. 'I'lie' oltl .ijate is the sfile object of anti¬ 
quarian interest, but the eliurch h,is a banner of VermaK, and 
the old court prison was immortalised by Dostoievski as Hr- 
“ Dead House" in which he screed ton!' years haul labour with 
the poet Durov. , 

The niuht run is through swampy ctuintry where in summer 
insect pests are very annoyhiR. Kainsk, a third-class station on 
the old post road, is reached in* the e.irlv morning ; the lakes 
in the \ieinity swarm with lish—pike, carp, bream and perch 
principally—and from one lake, Chany, twelve to sixteen tons 
ai'c taken yearly. Much of the water is brackish and iinwhole- 
,some. The country is level, broken by birch copses, swampy 
and uninteresting. 'Hie old liieli ro.id from ^luseovy to the 
Far East, alonj^ w Inch* eo^ivicts and exiles inarched on their 
lonu journey lu^rth, and the old travellei s made their visits to 
Pekin, crosses the railway at Chuhin,and frequently afterwards. 
Ob, the terminus of the section, is re.iehed about c.30 I’.M. 
'I’he Ob is an Important tradinj^ and distributing route, agricul¬ 
tural immigrants are flocking the Ihirnaul-Hiisk distiicts 
south, and the river has canal comnuimcation witK the Yenisei 
and over 15,000 versts of navig;»ble inland watei^ways. 

The next section, the Central Siberian, comprises woodlands, 
the immense or virgin forest, with whicRso much of the 

temperate region is coveied. It is hilly ; low spurs (if the Altai 
run almost to the rijilwa)> anef the tram makes slowef progress. 

1 he speed is fourteen miles an hour over soi'ne sections, seven¬ 
teen over others, and this exclusive of all stoppages. Taiga 
station, tho junction for Tomsk, the Siberian capital, is reached 
at 2 A.M., and Mariinsk, a chief district town, about breakfast 
time. Krasnoyarsk, on the Yenisei, is reached at midnight. 

_ Tlwi litigti is swampy, and, at any rate near the line, does not 
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contain any larj^e liinhcr. 'Ihe trees—lir, reci lir and bircli— 
arc small, and tlie nndergrowtli thouj^h thick, does not aftaili 
any j^reat heij^lit. riiere ai'e many clearings,^ome due to forest 
lires, and in places these “yelans’' are j^rown over with line 
birch in clumps, and atlord the most suitable land for a'J^ricul-, 
tural allotmemts. (lenerallj' the •outlook is gloomy. Tree 
covered rolling hills in the distance ; sm;JI timber—much <jf it 
•dead, barkefi and burnt—near the line^ and a cordui oy road 
parallel U) the track* is now disused and rotting, here and t^ere 
sunk iiTto the swamp, in other places overgi own with shrub and 
creepeis. One of the pr^-ttiest stations was Kemchug, near the 
gold-bearing river of 'th.lt name, but now that the trees have 
been felled and the stumjis onlf left, it Jiai a desolate appear¬ 
ance. Near, is a sand cliff which was cut into when Ihe line 
was marie ; owing t<)*a falF of cliff thciiailw.iy has now to make 
a ih'ioiir. The section shows The bare margin for wear and 
subsidence allowed by its constructors. The gradients are 
steep, o.f 5, and some of the curves have a maNimum radius of 
280 yards only. 

The town of Krasnoyarsk was founded in the beginning of 
the seventeenth, century. Recently, when the Norjh .Sea 
passage to the Yenisc*i was discovered l*y Captain Wiggins, it 
appeared that the town had a glorious future, bilt a few years 
ago developments were stayed, and it is apparent th«t the 
“ boom ” is over. 

'I'he ne.Kt town of importance is Kansk, formerly a stockaded 
post, erected 1604. It lies on Jow ground, subject to floods 
from the Kaip and is cfeveloping slowly even for a Siberian 
town,‘its most promising trade Jiemg m pressed hay. This 
mid-Siberian region, with its mosquitoes, many insect pests, 
numerous swamps, dead woods, stunted growths and primitive 
agriculture i^ quite uninteresting. .Away from the line into 
the Altai r.uTge there is better counfry ;.‘gold juiiies worked .by 
small proprietors, girod farm land, line sporting districts and 
iT.<iny pretty dells, cascades and picturesque rocks and dills. 
Along the Oka, fifteen miles to the north of the line, ar(#clifis on 
which arc prehistoric iTgures ditferent to any found in westerf 
Europe, so far as known. , 

There is very picturesque country m the valley of the^Upper 
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rd.i, .ukI Its tlic rk, wliK'li has twclvr c.isoaflos, and 

.ilnnn ils hanks Iiiik-sIoik- clil'ls with many cavnnis. 'I’Ik- station 
ol' Xiim-l'dinsk is pissed soon after niidniyiit ; tiu- town is’ ol 
no initrortance. i■ie^'ond, the’ run is o\ei Hat land,Jhe line' 
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erossinr; the old Silierian hialiwav inanv times, '.['nlnn is a 
lar,ye tiadma-villat;e interested in tr.in^port to tlie Lena valley, 
heiny on the route to the \’*tim ai^d Olekmmsk (ioldlields. 
At 11.30 I’.Vt. the train reaches Irkutsk, its terminus ; the journev 
of 2011 miles from Cheliabiifsk Jiavmy avera,yed 17.7 miles the 
hour. The influence of the Siberian line is pnwed hv the 
runniny of the same train in European • Ix’ussia, where it 
averayes a speed of 21.7 miles an hour ; in both cases the I d'al 
sel'ti^m is eliminated fr^m tile computation. 

Irki^tsk is the yreatest and ynost chara'ctenstic of the exile 
made towns of Siberia. It has many philanthropic institutions, 
a capitaT local tnuseum ;ind yood library. The streets are not 
made, the market-place is a muddv hollow, or a dust-driven 
Jiorror, and tJiere is little of real interest to detain the traveller. 
A slay.of eleven hours must be made, and it is useless to seek 
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a I'csliii^-placc on tho lailwav side of llie rneit. Of the hotels 
the Metropole, J'iussia, aiul I)ekn are the best, but Irkutsk is 
onf ol tile towns snifieientiv near the poldiields to be eorriipted 
bv their iniluence pist as is 'I'oinsk. Hum.in life .ind money 



are held cheap in Irkutsk, but the Russian .iftempts (o paint 
the town red would lu^dvc an American eold-diuu^.i- (jix'd and 
an Austr.dian smile. 'I'he through traveller mav spend his few 
hours to best^advantace in obtaining the bare necessaries for 
the rt'in.uninu jiortion of his journey, which, for some tune yet, 
will h.ive to be n'lade in Siberian fashion, as elsewhere described. 
An enamelled iron teapot or'cAm////.’ is the lirst rerjuisite ; ex¬ 
cellent Clnfiese tea can be bonj^ht of the Chinamen in the 
Soldalensknya ; suuar, s.iit, some >innt;d merits, sardines, a ,few' 
pounds of sausages and Knelish biscuits, comprise all dial is 
re,illy necessary. ,Tlie complete picuic-basket sets "are con¬ 
venient, but London-made floods are too conspicuoiisl.v Enj^lish 
and provoke trouble'. For beddinu a square of the loosc'ly 
felted Mongolian wool is the softest and cheapest article to 
acquire. 
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'I'liLTc ishutTine (rain a day eaAtwarcl : it leaves at 10.30 A.M. 
local time, and if, as sometuncs happens, the bridge is closed, 
(wo hours are required (o cross (o (lie railway side by way of 
(he fen y. The run to Haikal is only forty-one iiules, and, with 
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lint on^’ stoppmq-p|;nx’, takes (luce hours and,three quarteis (o 
accomplish. 

At the datf-ol writing the Circuni-Haikal raihvav is not even 
commenced, but a beqmiiinq will soon be madi. It will h.ive 
a total length of ilSo miles m a lullv coimlrv, necessitatinu the 
construction of m.mv bridges and no less than seven tunnels, 
of wliieli (he lonqesi will be just oxer two miles. It is therefore 
improbable that the seetioii will be open for tralVic until some 
years have elapsed. In the Jiieantime the summer traffic is 
conveyed across the kike tiom Ikukal to Mvsoxava bv two iee- 
breakinj4 ferry-boats coiistiucled by Messrs, .\imstrono. Of 
these, Baikal, tlu- kumer, can carry trains of twenty-live 
wa!,;,qoiis run dii to its (ft.-elq^uit the custom is for tins steamer 
to he^iscd for the convevance of troops and floods waj^qons, 
passengers going in the smalfer, and iisiwilly over-crowded, 
little steamer Angara. 'I'lie passage is m.idc in about live hours, 
and in line weather, w Inch is soniewhal rare on the lake in 
summer, is very enjoy.ible, commanding e.xcellent x iews of (he 
curious rock formation through which burst the river Angara, 
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construct, ;7<? Kiakhtu aci'oss tlie desert of Gobi to Peki.i. The 
January fair is laree ; business transacted tliereat amounting to 
a quarter of a niiilion stei line. 

'I'he 'rrans-Haikal railway is more iiiterestinu tlian the 
, Siberiiin sections of the hue. 'J'he princicile of coiistiaiction is 
the same ; the utilisation to'the mpst extreme point of the old 
waterways, but, the e'tiunti v lieinq hilly, the views are not only 
more picturesque, but^more extensive. The conmry is tinned 
wit|^ the east. Cliinese, MonqoK-' especial'iy Ihiri.its' -are seen 
at the stations, and thr 'f'r.ins-lfaikah.in Cossacks are .1 distinct 
caste, li.ilf-soldier, h.ilf-settler, lint not«at all pioneer. 

In the alternoon the intei estinq exiTc settlement of I’etrovski- 
Zavod is readied. TJicse iron"<vorks \verc established in 171)0 
with a view to sup]ilyinq the Go\crnment min.'s with the 
materi.il rceiuired for their working, and, ifi addition to erimm.il 
convicts, political exiles vohiihecred to work in them. 'I'he 
inner town is pr.icticallv a St.ite settlement still ; the suburbs 
contain a railw.iy constructing dcp.irtinent likely to be e.uploved 
to its full extent for m.inv years. 

, IR'tween Sokhodno and ^’ablollovava is the second existing 
tunnel ,011 the Siben.m railway. It is very *short, and re.illy 
little more than a peijnaqent snow-shed* ag,mist a dill of the 
Yablonovy ralige. On the west side is inscribed “'t'o the 
Paciliy,” on the east '■ 'I'o the .\tlantic.” 'I'he line here crosses 
the mountain range, and has ,itt.lined a height of^iy^o feet 
above Lake Haikal, 3311 feet above the sea. 'f’he descent on 
* the eastern side is very steep, a Gradient of 0.017,'' curves of 
a maximum ladius of 370 yards. When going wr;st the express 
is allowed one hour and a half.to make the ascent, a distance of 
fourteen miles. |iist beyond Iiigoda two seams of lignite are 
being worked, and there is plenty of iron-stonp in the district. 

Chita, the next town of inqiortance, has two staAons. One, 
on the bank oPthi^ riveP.of the same name, where a* new settle- 
ment* 5 s being formed opposite the town. • 'I'he other adjoins 
the old Cossack post on the Kaidalovka broiilr. A stockade in 
.the sixteenth century, it was but a poor village of a score of 
huts in 1S23, when by administrative ordfr it was made a place 
^ of banishment^ 'f'lie political exiles dr.imed the marsh, lilled in 
swaujps, and by the expenditure of their money made the tow'ii 
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a tracliiYJ-ccuIrc. Tin; Daniskaya, or L.tdics’ Street, is so 
named after the wives of the Dekabi ists, who followed their' 
luishands into exile, and tliere are othei inemoi lals of the 
Y'olklionskis, Trulietskois, Miiriavevs, ,ind Xaryslikins. The 
population is now over i 2,000, but developments are staved by 
the Cossaek administiation, wliieh* is iinsuited to innnieipal 
extension, whilst nearlv the whole ol the ^own-lands .ind tree- 
holds in theVieinity are entaiUal upon Cossaek settlers. ^ 

The IVans-Siben.^n line runs only some 230 miles bev(;iul 
Chit.a, Sffeteiisk on the Shilka, at the head of the Amur invita¬ 
tion, beiipt its present, iind probable, terminus. Si\lv-se\en 
miles east ol Chit.i is'Rifaiski I'Jaz-ve/d, or Chinese sidint, |he 
st.iiiint-poijit of the exislmt r.iiRv.iv to thy k'ar ICasl. 

'I'he sl.ilion is four \'ei>*ls from K'aidalor’o, a Cossaek post on 
the old Moseow hij^lutav, ami oilers no .leeommodatioii. It is 
always thronged with iiassenyers'and would-be passenr;ers, and 
at present all trains arrive at and leave the station by niuht. 
'i'he expi>ess reaches the sidiiyt at 11.30 i'..\r., the post tram at 
1.40 the trains from the east at 11.32 I’.M. and 4.40 .\.M. 
loc.il time; and the one tram, third class only, le.ives the june- 
tion for. the Chiiiese frontier al,ioul michiiehl. Accorchnu to 
the latest time table, tlR.“ rimniny has^be#!! altered, so that the 
bi-weekly e.xirress from Irkutsk ic'aehes Karvmskaya, 13 versts 
west of the junction at four in the afternoon, and the skition 
has been enlarged to accommodate the Manchufian passengers, 
it IS probably but a tenjporary alteialion until a station can 
be built at the junction, 'i'iie ^expi ess itound west leaves at 
midnight. * 

i lie* line crosses the liyeoda by.a briclLJe ne.irly 200 yards in 
length, and fr.iverses the ritfue between the valleys of the 
In^od.i and A^a ajid at the sixteenth mile crosses the Mira, 
then the Au;f; Khil.i, Onon, and 'i'urua, whose w.iters run into 
the Shilka, a&e passed in succession.. Thi.-lirst s1.ili*on of impopt- 
ance is Ihiriatskaya near the large Ihiriat village of iETket.* 

The land is opepi prairie, further to the MUith the* steppe 
merges with the desert of (Join, but seen fiom the line has 
every appearance of beilig agneulfurally productive, will) a lluiT 
crust of '■ black earth ” on ,i s.mdy suKsoil. 'i'he two-iuimped 
Bactnan camel is plentiful; and when the Tsungm uk vallc;^. is’ 
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left for the ascent of the Adun-Chelaii mountain nmj^e, the 
slopes are covered with mixed herds of small oxen and ponies, 
camels, Moiis^olian slieep and j^oats. The population is almost 
entirely Buriat, grazier nomads wIkj resort to the village settle¬ 
ments in winter only. There are a few Cossa A colonies, but 
the settlers are not very numerot.'iS, and mostly are engaged in 
cattle raising. The military element is centred at Chindan, the 
fortrejjs on the Onon, pbout twenty-live miles froui the station 
of Old Chindan, 130 miles from the junction. Beyob'.d this, to 
the Chinese frontier, the country is hillv, with few trees save 
where the Siberian willow grows undiH' near the str'-uns and in 
the hollows of the round-topped, giass-covered hills. Sibir is 
the name of the last station, 212 miles from the Siberian main 
line, and close to the Chinese frontier town Xagadan, on low 
hill range to the south. The other statiotis on this section are 
called xVga, Oboviamiaya, Borzia, Khara-Xor (Black Lake) 
Dauria, Matsievskava and other names not referring to native 
villages or natural features. The terminus is Manchuria, iSl 
versts past the Siberian frontier, and here the Russians now 
have their custom house, and examine baggage from the east, 
as they do also at Mysov.iya.^ So far as 1 .know there is no 
Chinese custom hous4i on the railway riDute, similar to the one 
existing at Mtuniachm, on the Kiakhta-Bekin road. 

The country beyond is tpiite Hat, marshy and uninteresting, 
a focusing poiiM of streams from the Lakes Dalai and Buiin 
Xoi', the Khailar and Kerulen, which jeed the Argun. Twelve 
miles further is Manchuria Station, the westei ii terminus of the 
Eastern Chinese Railway, on a dreary, tlat plain., and within a 
few versts of Abagaitu, a froutier poet on the great Bekm high¬ 
way. Dalai-nor, Tsagan, KharkiVite, Ongmg'and Kukunor are 
unimportant stopping-places within the first hundred miles. 
I here is a range of hills to the north, the population is scanty, 
and the counfrv is being seMled by Russian inmngEants. 

Rhailar, a once important town, is ii^nniles from the fron¬ 
tier, anfl the Chinese town is aliout a mile .from tlu- station of 
» that name. The Chinese city was taken by the Russians in 
fyoo, and only a few Mongols were left in the town when 1 
visited it. 'Die mud wall, the gates, with the screens before 
theyi, still remained, as did also two Buddhist temples with 
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Ijiun.'isoc.'iis, hilt these liacl been evacuated by llie bonzis jind 
monks, and were occupied by tlie nnlifarv i^oniinand.mt. In 
tliewicinity of the station there is as yet no' accommodation for 
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travellers, but in the old town the Chinese Inn, now held by a 
Russian, is much the best, TheliMonf^ol village is two versts 
further west. 

From Khailar Khinj^an, ^ihotd too miles, the line passes 
through deserted country, from which the population was 
cleared by Generals Orlof and Rennenkampf in 1900, and 
there was subsequently a hnht with Khun^us in_ the “ Black 
Valley,” a few* miles east of Dj.u'omte. The line winds trepii^fi- 
dously in running up the valley o| the Djar, between Kliyn and 
Yakshi, but everywl»ere the steppe features predominate the 
landscape. Russian squatters are settling along the r?)ute in 
great numbers, for although the hills are bare and sandy, the 
valleys have a deep layer of black earth, none of which appears, 
ever to have been tilled. These villages have a wretched 
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appearance ; \v,iltle-aiul-(lauh hovels liea(K'cl round with turfs, or 
(he just roofed-over tienches like the barracks of the Cossack 
posts. The Mohgijis live in felt yurtas, which are not un- 
coniinon—it is the Chinese, the former rulers, who have been 
dislode;ed. 

From Yakshi, a strong, Cossack post, with A larce Russian 
settlement, the line,enters the liilly district eonti,i4uous''lo the 
Khinuan Range. This country has the unenvial'Je distinction 
of,being the coldest part of the world known within the same 
latitudes; as much as-72 F. having been registere.l. It is 
very windy, and the summers are \vet ; the spring season is 
very short, and autumn is practically Hon-e\istent. The line 
follows appro,\iniateK’ the old kighw.iy from K'hailarlo Tsitsikar, 
as far .is Barim, on the eastern .-Jopes. d'o the north are 
Khara-Koshu, MenduklK-, and Irekfeto the south R'hargo. 'I'he 
mountain r.mge e.xtends troni the Amur river on the north, to 
the Shar.i-Muren in Mongolia to the south and has nevir been 
e.xplored. The highest pe.ik near the railwav is only 2500 feel, 
and the line crosses the raiyge by a zigzag mountain r.iilway 
ascending to 1930 feet, until the tunnel between H.iktu and 
Irekti; is completed. 

'I'lie western sloiies have scant vegetation, .md are peopled 
by Mongol herdsmen, who gr.ize goats on the highlands and 
feed'ponies in the valleys. The tlora is alpine; edelweiss is 
very plentiful,' whilst Siberian willow and thorn-scrub appear 
most in evidence as reiuesenting the timber of ihat region. 
When the range is crossed a^change is noticed at once. 'I'he 
climate is much warmer, trees gro\V freely, and Hr and Sibe¬ 
rian larch attain a good si^e. 'I'he temple at Treat idiingan 
has been deserted and is fallihg into decav. A little lower 
down the valley is a new Russian Church of the type 
common in Siberia. 

. ^From Kfiiiyaan, tl^; hi»e leaves the highway, and runs east 
clown the valley of the Val, in places oiui of the prettiest of the 
streams approached by the'lUms-Asian nplways. At Jtiagchin, 
hold, bare rocks crown the hills, and the slopes and wide 
valleys are thickly wooded. Jalantun,*in an open valley, is the 
most important station between the Khingan Mountains and 
the Xonni river, and is near trade routes to the Khalka district. 
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Ne:ir tlje line are Cossack posts, and the section is patrolled 
regularly : to the north is a stockade across the Yon-gal valle^, 
and it is in this neighbourhood that the celebrated Chingis 
Khan is supposed to have had his home. A station is named 
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in his honour. Tefoi'e reachii'jg the Nouni the railway passes 
a fortress, outside earHiworks encircling* the modern Kussian 
town of Fu-li-ahde. Near are Chinese villages within mud 
walls and surrounded with ;i belt of trees. The counhy has 
moie of tjie Chinese character. Instead of flie Russian tip- 
carts and four-wheeled.waggons, the Mongolian cart with its 
very high wheels, and the little Pekin carts with a sturdy 
cob between .the shafts and a heterogeneous mob of ponies, 
mules'and asses in the chains^ar@ more general. 

The line crosses the Nonni ten miles south of the Chinese 
town of Tsitsikar,.crossing :it Sao-bukhu-ma, the old highway 
from Pekin ;uid Neuchwang to Mergen and the now razed city 
of Aigun oifthe south bank of the*AmL>r. d'lje station and the 
Kussian town will be upon the west bank of the rivej' h^nni 
here navigated by steamers from the Amur and patrolled by 
gun-boats. • 

From the Nonni fhe railway runs for 150 miles over the 
steppe land of north Mongolia, to its second crossing of the 
river, now joined by the Sungari and called by that name* A 
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ro;uI, it (he track across the prairie merits sucli a desi^^viation, 
rhns* parallel to the railway, and much of the land has been 
under corn crops, thojigh now lyintf waste. Trees are few, t’iie 
raised look-out platforms of the Cossack posts, are discernible 
on the’hoi izon north and south. The country is very marshy, 
especially some thirty miles from tl^e Nonni where the Khu-yar 
river from the Lessei' El'ii'jtan mount,lins on the north for'ns a 
chain of lakes from which there is no outlet ; lu i'e 4 he level of 
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the p'lilway is beint; r.iised several feet. XeV n.lines as Sartn, 
Yanda, Tsun anti i\[on,4ol have been ij;iven to the stations on 
the hiyther plateau. Near Zlule,M-khe the hue descentls, and at 
Zatun it crosses the Simqari by the largest bridge—ei^ht spans 
—on the railway east^of Lake^lt.iikal. I'his is ,it present in 
course ol construction and there is a ierry Iroin the temporary 
tei'miniis to the Landini; St.iije at Ivh.uHiin (Hotel: 'I'akor). 
Opposite the tiii.iv is the terminals of tile southern branch of the 
railw.iy to ytukh-den, Port Arthur, and O.ilnv or Taheii-W'.in 
—about 600 miles, through somewhat, II,it country. When the 
bridge is pass.ible the tr.iins will run throiiy;h to the station of 
^New Kharbin where are the stores and he.idqii.irler si.lit ol the 
Easterii,-Chmese I'tailway. This is near the l,\*iissian town of 
Old Kharbin (Hotels* Xew York, and* the Oom-.Arlel), and 
within a few \Trsts of a Chinese citadel and cilv - Kharbihn— 
now d«molished. 

'I'he country between this bifurcation of the Chinese r.iilwav 
and the sea, that is, so much of it as lips between \'ladi\oslok 
and Port .Arthur north of the Iporean liontier is to all appear¬ 
ances the best soiaed by the Trans-,Ui.in railwpvs. It com¬ 
prises numerous fertile ,iiid well-watered valleys, lulls edvered 
with laiaif limber, and mountains— Ikiifou-Slian 8000 feet—- 
known to be rich in mineral deposits. 

The railway east runs up the valley of a small'lnbiilary of 
the,Sunj,iari tA .Aje-klu^ a Manehu town with forty thousand 
inhaiTttants. The ne.xt iaroe town is I mem [^o, already thronged 
with Russi.an settlers. Xearinp' a spur of,the “[.one White 
Mountaiik” ranjie the railway runs round a hill of white marble, 
with a station called Carrara, and soon *ifterwards by a tem¬ 
porary, zigza}4,^moiintain railway crosses the rantie. At Tai- 
ma-^o pass, on the (ifhjer side of the valley—foreign engineers 
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are coiAtructing a tunnel 1500 yards in length to which, wjicn 
coyipleted, the line will be diverted. The wljole of this region 
is tliick forest with dense jungle ; to east'and west are plains, 
where, on the deposits washed down from the mountains. 
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\’egetation^is luxuriant, and the line is being constructed with 
diflieiilty over several lUiji shy tracts, the temporary track making 
long detours to avoid tjiem. ,Theie are several Manchu, and 
some Korean,,villages near the frontier where, 335 miles from 
Kharhui, another tunnel is being constructed, and a zigzag l ail- 

« ^ ' 00 

way at present leads to the border station Pogranichnaya, in the 
south Ussui i distrjct of the Maritime Province. Thence, to the 
junction witli the Ussuri section of the Siberian railway at 
Nikolsk is •si.xty miles, across tkft cormtry .setlled by Lijtle 
IFissian peasants and Cossack colonists. * 

I-rom Nikolsk fc) Vladivostok is only sixty-eight miles, of 
which the lirst half is through agricultural country, loi»g settled 
by peasants from Little Russia, and the iinal thirty miles along 
the shore of the Amurski Bay. From Vladivostiik the steamers 
of the Railway Company and private,lirms, including,the 
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Japanese Line, run at frequent intervals to Nagasaki iii forty- 
two hours. 

Tite overland through route to the Far East done in die 
least tune and at the lowest eo.st, can compete for passenger 
traffic to japan, and possdily to China as far south as Sliangliai. 
Tile througli fare in Russia, reck/ined according to the^zone 
tariff, will he only loc rouliles ( k'lo), tirst-class from theCerman 
frontiej' to Madivostok, but as througli hookings rire not yet 
permitted, the calculation must lie made hy totaling the ditlerent 
sections as follows : 


Versts 

From 

'I'o 

1st cl. 
roubles. 

2nd cl. 
roubles. 

l''\tras 

1st cl. 

1 Imii s 

^7 *^5 

Loiuloii 

Moscow 

1 00.00 

t)J.OO 

J^OC 

•>/ 

510S 

Mt'bcow 

Iikiitsk 


J.20 

3‘M'O 

iSi 

1165 

Irktithk 

M.uichuria 

yj.no 

1 j. 3 o 

3 

75 


Manchuri.i 

FoLjranicliita) 

.1 2U.00 

15.00 

- 

7.S 


Foj;ran 

Xikoiskoc 


1-97 


,i a 

I 02 

Nikotsk 

Vladi\ ostok 

j.OS 

2.21 

— 

5 


\’la(ln ostok 

Na.t^a-iaki 

3.>U(j 

l)ro\ 1^1011'^ 

4^ 


Vladivostok 

Shanyh.u 

' IXcliuliiig 

Haik.il I-Vrry. 



120 

Hy 

steamers of the Volunteer 

I'leet, the S. 

aloon fate 

of 47 1 

1 oiihlcs 


provisions. Tlic lotnl fAu- to tiuTcfoic cxcliisuo oT 

pro\isioiis is. jii'st class, 20 J. 5 O loiiblcs, 01 about twenty ijiiincas; to 
Shanj^liai 'I'bc tiinc*occr[>ictl bcin,^' not than 17 da\s 

Tlie fares and times aie liable to alteration, and will cer¬ 
tainly he revised on the opening of the thiough route to the 
travelling public. It was supposed tli.i^, owing to the principle 
of the zone-tariff in force, a ^hrough ticket to the Far East 
would he purchasable tor a trifling sum, hut the rates on all 
long-distance journeys tiave.heeii raised recently; thOse in 
force in 1902 lieing from 20 trf 30 per ceiiL higher than in 
1901, whilst incre.ises have also been made in the supjile- 
mentary charges. * 

_The Eastern Chinese railway through .Manphuria is a 
“ fofeign line’’with a tariff distinct Ironi .that of the Russian 
State liifes, and it is now propTised to charge 105 roubles for 
, liist- aiulhh roubles for second-class tickets over the 1400 versts 
between Manchuria and I’ogranichiiayn or Inkow (for New- 
chuang) and Dalny. 'I'his last place is definitely decided upon 
a*s the terminus, and to it a through ticket will cost over ^40. 



CHAPTER V*ll 


RKA[. SJIiKRIA 

I ''HAT rcj.fion in tlic v.illcv of the Irtish of whici 

was the capital Jown in the dav^of the Kuehuni Tartar 
Khanate, is the one netyest Europe, and the longest occupied 
hv the RiisMans. 'llie (jovcrn'inent of d’oholsk comprises ten 
provinces having an aggregate area of over 7(S,ooo si|iiare miles, 
and a population of 2,700,000, of wlych only S per cent, are 
.Asiatic'natives. It is this government whieh registers, and to 
some slight extent controls, the immigration to Siberia. 

According to a recent report of M. Ko\'alevski, agovernmenJ 
expert, the milltons of acres ol» Siberian waste lands enn never 
support an immense fiopnlation beciinsc* so much of the area to 
the north is in the .same latitude as the barren lands of Canada, 
and in the .steppe lands on the south there are only bases of 
insigniligint extent snitalile lor agricultural enterprise, and 
consequently there is •only a meridional belt of all this vas^ 
region destined by natiye to support civilised life. Nor is this 
the ojilv hunt ; even when the land has already been cultivated, 
in the fci tile wiljeys and bottom lands of the once mighty rivers, 
between the valleys which are or mav be suitable for agriculture, 
llicie aie s\yim['iy, barren and rocky districts never tobeprotit- 
ably occupied by agriculturists. Eseless laud of this character 
he declarc’s the central part of the*’Tobolsk'provinces; (he 
northern part of '1'innsk, almost (he whole of the ^mur pro¬ 
vince, and all thro.' of the great steppe regions. 

Western Siberia has several important towns : Tilmsk, witll 
40,000 inhabitants, Ekaterinburg, Tinmen, Tobolsk, Barnaul, 
Busk, Maryinsk, Kurgan and Kolyian, all seltlements of . 
urban character with populations of n^ire than ten thorisand 
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Russians, hut in Western Siberia the population of towns 
(H pfr cent.) to rural population is less than in European 
Russia, where it is only 13 per cent. 

In the cultivated zone dwell 1,800,000 persons of both sexes, 
or abodt 212 souls to the sejuare geographical mile, of whom 
less than 3 per cent, belong tto theg.native non-Russian popula¬ 
tion. There are 600,opo settlers in the Altai mining ilistrict, <rr 
about seventy-eight per^^square mile. The population scattered 
in spiall oases among an unbroken stretch of forests and 
swamps is thinner, being about liftcen persons to the sejuarc 
mile, with a total of 270,000 souls. The Russians cannot live 
in this zone, and onlv appear as projrl iet'ors and exploiters of 
the coimtrv. 

'I'he immigration reliirns kept at the registry of 'riumen 
from 1823-1898 show that in 75 year-^ lie.uiv 700,000 exiles 
accompanied by 216,000 \'olunt;u v comp.mion^, were sent into 
the ten itory. In the same period 187,000 convicted criminals 
were also admitted, and with them ne.irlv 107,000 companions. 
The records ot tree immigration do not go back so far, but it is 
estimated that trom 1870 to i8()o o\er half a million enteii'd 
the couijtry, and th.it t|uite 80 pgr cent, of thevn settled in the 
Government of'I'obolsh. 1 13 1894, Kurgan-aas the focal point of 
the immigratiofi mo\'ement, and 111 that vear alone 7000 passed 
east; iw 1893 the railwav reached Omsk, and carried 1,000 
immigrants east ; in 1896, the number of [lassengers increasi’d 
to i()2,ooo, but 28,000 [leasant pioneers, also returned wi’st to 
their homes in Russi.i. In 1897 the tr.itlic was restr,lined, and 
80,000 only were forwarded, but in 1898 and i8(;(),the total was 
over 200,000 each year. Subs»s'c|uenlly, owinp^ to troubles in 
the Far East and other causes, this migration has slackened. 
1 he districts in the immediate viemitv of thy railway and of 
the rivers are said to be crowded, but to the traveller this is not 
appajX’iit. Large voodc-y trac'ts are left lor protective purposes, 
and the steppe districts do not support a large population. 

This is the essentially agricultural district, of Siberia; from 
it eggs a«d butter are sent to England, and it is from this 
region that the Russians think some day fo sup|ily the London 
meat market. ^Peasant settlers haye the use of about forty 
acres, each adult male; the Khirgis and Cossacks have large 
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tracts of <4razinj4 land assij^iK'd them. The tillage is primitive, 
jusjt shallow turnine of the surface soil wdh oxen and the 
“ sflkha,” or harrow-plouj^h, but settlers may have a^ricultui'al 
implements of better type from the State depots, and made in 
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the State fiictory at Volkiii. The yield is at first ,i;ood, but after 
foui- to six cro[is have bten laised in four to twelve years, the 
land is allowed to l emain.fallow^en years or moi'e—the Russian 
method of fawnino on the fallow-land svstem. In the Haraba 
district four dillgrent itrain yops are sown in live to seven 
years, and then the land is allowed to rest from fen to twenty- 
live years, acyoi-dwig to its pi'oductiveness. 'I'lius having only 
ten acres, at most, under cultivation each year the peasant 
cannot gro\^' vei y wealthy. Me elites not make the most of -his 
holding as it is, and" is slow to ^dopt new and better jnethods 
of agiiculture. Krwm the returns it seems that from one and 
a cpiarter to one and ajialf millions of quarters are siAvn each 
year, and the average yield is from seven and a half to nine 
million quarters ; the returns for last year have, been omittcql 
from the computation as the crops were destroyed by drought. 
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Sonic settlements are on the eclj^e of the woocllaficl, and 
whilst the fortunate live near their land, others have to visit it, 
leaving the village foi th.it purpose at seed-time and harvest, 
and possihlv going occasionally whilst the crop is maturing. 
Ope evil of this village life is the tendency to, idleness, the 
labourer putting off from daV to (lav his |ourney to his farmlaiul, 
so the result is less land tilled than ought to he the case. 
Farming does not emiVov all the hands ,ill the ve.ir round, and 
theiie is pleiitvof labour available for mining and othei" work m 
the slack seasons. Some useful improvements have been made 
in the Ihiraba district bv utilising this labour on drainage and 
irrigation works, the reclaimed lands being now eagerlv sought 
bv peasants. i 

Cattle-breeding and sheep-gi,i/,ing,.tre more pnilitablc under¬ 
takings than the iiewlv established, dairies. 'I'o these there 
was the Usual opposition on the part of the older inhabitants, 
with some smashing pi scpar.itors and loud talk of burning 
down all of the “ devil's workshops ; ” but the agitation ipiicklv 
subsided when it was seen th.it the better method resulted in 
larger prolits. 

'rho Khirgis herds are not wiell tended ; in ^'.ict, though they 
are protected to somT.- extent from wi’lves, they .ire left to 
graze on the steppes all the vear round, and m.inv .ire lost from 
snow, “frost, insultieient loud, .ind wild be.isis. 'I'hese herds 
consist of about twij and ,i half million shee|i, one iwid .i h.ilf 
million horses, a million head of c.rttle, one hiindred .iiid 
eighty thousand c.imels, one •hiindri^l and twenty thousand 
goats, and ten thous.md swine—in .ill about st.x .uid a half 
million head. 

Some ot the best horses are r.nsed on the H.ii.iba steppe: 
the Sargatka is the strongest, the Smi.itka the. mojt e.vpensive. 
A full load, terra level road, is eight hiindredweiglil per horse. 
In .Western Sibeti.i e.ich pi'asant f.umly may be e.xpected to 
possess Jwo or three horses, js m.iny cows, and twice the 
number id sheep. Taken altogether tliu ma|orily of the 

•settlers ifl-e belter oil than the peasant f.irmers of Riissi.i, but 

* 

agriculture in the Siberian climate .nid the few industries 
cpnnecled with the conversion of animal products into market¬ 
able* m.ilerial, ,ire iKtt considered suliicient to ensuie the 
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wealtli t)f the country, and the Government is encouraj^iim the 
establishment of manufactures to supply th(^ eastern markets, 
anfl compete tliere with eoods imported kom abroad. 

Fairs flourish exceedinj^ly in the Tobolsk region ; over ..|oo 
ai e held annually in the steppe districts alone, so there is^no 
steady trade in the towns, all the important transactions beinr; 
made at one or other ol the penodicaUmarkets, where com¬ 
modities an? bartered. Much rubbish ^as been sent iy these 
fairs from Russian tactories, and Irbit especiallv has Gained an 
ill reputation for the cjualitv of niaiiufactiired articles vended 
there, (iener.illy, the importance of the fails is on the decline, 
the regular markets ta’kinn their place for cattle sales, and the 
commercial travellers, storekeL*pers and,pedlars arrange toi' a 
constant small sujiply instead of only a single consicinment 
yearly. * . 

Central Siberia, of which Tomsk is the chief town, has 
other eharaeteristics than aei iculture. In the South rise the 
Altai, rsin-Shan, Ol'" Cold ” mount.tins ; eonsistme ol (hirteen 
distinct chains of lulls riiiimnn north and south, having m the 
Katun ranue, the Hi-hikh.i pe.ik, 11,000 leet, the lushest eleva-, 
turn, and merj^iwu with the Atotley Mount,uns, the ALitau, to 
the snow peaks of l*askyl, and lh(4 Sifvau with true Alpine 
teatures ; in the Katun is a ulaeier ot that naiue seven miles 
lone, ;uk 1 between the Taskyl and Ab.ikan, a ju-ak 15,000 feet 
liieh. TRese mountains torm the watershed ol the Ob and 
A'eiiisei, and their spins, the w'.itei sheds of their tributaries. 

The ajsereeate area i'^about 1540,000 square miles, of which 
nearly half i,*. crown land ; the southern portion lormine the 
Alt.u Muiiiye District of his Impen.il .Majesty’s Cabinet, 'khe 
region is therefore more or less dominated by the Mminj^ 
element, bnt^thery is very rich a,!j;neultural land, also pertaining 
to the Crown, in the Ikiniaul, Busk and Zmeinouorsk pro¬ 
vinces. The n.itive pojmlation i^ msrgniliciint, only 4.5 per 
cent., and the anrieniturists are^on the avera^te better oil than 
in western Siberia., From one and a half million to two million 
poods of mixed seeds, wheat, rye, barley, buckwheat, oats, &c., 
are sown yearly and yield over nine million poods, with little 
variation. There are twi' millions each of horses and cattle, 
and one and half million sheep m thc^ government. In the 
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Hiisk district deer {CciTiis daphns, or “ niaral ”) are faniied for 
tfieir horns alone^ Beekeeping is an extensively practised 
industry, resulting in r.n annual supply of three million pouifds 
of honey. The district has also a surplus of grain estimated at 
over twenty million poods a year. Another product peculiar 
to Siberia is the cedar nut, the :<eeds of the Puius ccnilmi, 
gathered in all the northern forests and sold at from three to 
five shillings the 36 Ills. In the Tomsk market ;\s many as 
700Q tons are sold in a year, and they are eaten all ovev Siberia 
and in Manchuria and ^[ongolia. Nut traders also collect 
larch-tree sulphur, a gum chewed by natives and settlers. 

The manufactories arc comparatively unimportant, number¬ 
ing indeed some 2000,.but employing pnly 12,000 hands, when 
4000 windmills have been added. Tanning, brewing and dis¬ 
tilling are the trades of the regidn. 

What the Russians term Eastern Siberia lies between Tomsk 
and Lake Baikal, comprising the Go\-ernments of 'I'eniseisk- 
Irkutsk—essentially a hillv region—and the territory of Yakutsk, 
in the barren, frozen north. 

. The northern \'enise:sk is barren land, much ol it swampy, 
some stonev, nearlv all unlit foircailtivation. The southern has 
line steppe or prairie land,many ravines,'and line fertile slopes, 
but its population is scant, and mining is the chief pursuit of 
the settler. 

On the south boundary of (he Irkutsk district are fhe Sayan 
^mountains, the old frontier between Russia and China. The 
Sayan range consists of ridges w.ith stec^r declivities, and merges 
with the Altai. On the south, or Chinese side, is^an immense 
plain, the original home of the Turkish tribps who overran 
Europe. The highest peak of the Silver mountains, at the 
southern extremity of the district, rises to a .heigjit of 1 1,430 
feet. 

'ITe populatioa, excrudin^ Yakutsk and its natiWs, is about 
1,100,000^ the natives forming ^o per cent, of the total, and 
males are in excess by 20 per cent. In addikion to mining and 
^umberin^, there is some manufacturing—glass and porcelain 
works having been established. 

, Agriculture, is at a low ebb. Land tenure is irregular ; it 
has been the custom oi the settler to till what he wished of the 
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|commu«e’s holdiiij', and consider that cultivated portion liis 
siparticni.ir property, a contention tlie State does not iiphfild* 
^In clearing tlie the usual, wasteful way is to tire the 

forest, or iirst cut down the trees, pile them and burn them, 
tilling the land in between the stumps. Spring wheat is'sown 
on winter rye Stubble without reploughing. As the winters are 
snow'Tess, sheltering crops have been tri(;d, but e.xperimental 
•husliandrv i;*at present the rule, the result is a shortage of 
food stufi's, and gr:fin is imported from west Siberia. The 
cable average two head to each inhabitant, and also are 
insiiflieient for local requirements, and in this market western 
Siberia has to compete wHh large drafts from Mongolia. 

Tliere are nineteen distilleries, live breweries, a sugar le- 
finerv, two foundries, a V’loth mill, and some miseellaneous 
factories m the distrie*t, tht objuet being the supply of neces- 
s.iries to the large mining popuhftion. 

rile physical cliaracteristics of the western littoral of Lake 
B.iikal are mtensilied to the e.ist. The* country is hilly, and 
contiiuies M) wiih few interruptions, all the way along the 
■ meritlional belt to the shores of the Paeitic. On the south the 
hill ranges rise ^o 6000 feet, and the steppe land is on the 
southern slopes only. .There is much basren land to the north, 
where there is very little soil on the slaty rock, Inrt many fertile 
valleys and bottom lands near the Vitim, Amur and Sliilka. 
The lull ranges recur until culminating with thc^volcanic Kam¬ 
chatkan range, with Iclpnsk 17,000 feet high ; and Khichev- 
.skaya, still active, more than 16,000 feet above the sea level. 

The iniddli^ belt is the agricultmal district, which, as stated 
elsewhere, has been colonised liy special methods, is subject 
to the influence "of trade and immigration from the east, 
? so possesses ^special characteristics distinct from those of 
'. Siberia. Until quite recently Russia east of Baikal comprised 
^only the lands corresponding to the* central am,! nbrthern zoijes 
;,Of western Siberia, but by extending her southern bounciary 
'.into Manchuria anc^ Mongolia, flie steppe region righf to the 
I fringe of the sandy desert is reached in the east as in tl»e west. 
IT Lake Baikal seems tb be the actual limit of the true Siberia, 
lifjihough many features of the w'est are reproduced in the Russian 
llterritory betw’een it and the Pacific. It one of the largesf 
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the houth shore, and the upper part is eoinparatively sliallow. 
Possibly the. irregular formation, to.ttether with its ek'valion, 
account for its restlessness. Baikal is always in motion, often 
stormy, and fiaezes over in one ninht, i^eneially m J.imiary. 
It remains frozen about three months, and thon*h crossed 
rc.ymlarlv at this time, is subject to immense flaws, ice breakajje, 
and tlie formation of hvv<, or ice packs. The Angara, its only 
outlet, a rapid, turbulent streipn with many islets and shoals, is 
also slow to freeze, and, like most Siberian rit-ers, freezes from 
the bottom and shores, the central stream heinji tlie last to con- 
j,'eal at the surface. 

Baikal, the Rich Liuke of. tlie Dams and the Ijoly Lake of 
the Monj^ols, is inhabited by a sjiecial wariety of seal, somewhat 
analojfous to/V/iiru i-o/ue/u/u, wliich is hunted all thronjth the 
summer, and oiieht to be protected by a close time. The 
special varieties of tish include the omul, one of the salmonidie, 
and the dracunculus—a lonf.t-headed, larjie-eyed creature about 
twelve inclies'lonj.;, having on each side continuous tins e.xtend- 
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jfc froiji the to the tail—which is lished up from i?ioo feet 

Greater depths. It is rich in crustaceans, gasteropods,»and 
Induces four varieties of sponge. ^ 

I Tlic ceoloeical formation of Siberia is peculiar. If there 
(W been no elacial epoch, tliere was an earlier ice period m 
Northern Siberia. The surface soil rests upon sand, sandstolie, 
ir ttiTivel to a depth of from twelve to tidy or more feet, then 
^ere is a litratmn of black s-al ; and Ix'low this again sand, 
travel, ajid s.indst(rne, pi oof ol an earlier productive‘period 
vith subsei-|uent Mibmersion. 11ns layer of bla.ck soil m some* 
)arts is akm to coal—lignite—which conlam*. driftwood, and 
3elow it, in some paits,«is )iure ice, called rock-ice, or crystal, 
;o distinguish it from tin* siiiia*'e ice ot the present period. In 
this rock-ice are foimf[ the well-preserved remains of the 
mammoth and the dd iltw'ood ()f its age. Below the rock-ice 
the geological lorm.ition iV faiiiipi regular, but there are in pilaces, 
sspecially in lCa*,tern Siberia, many faults and the formation 
common to volcanic regions. 'I'he bes*! authorities agree that 
Baikal IS of volcanic origin, but Iroin B.iikal e.istward the same 
peculiar formation recurs, and m some places the gravel is found 
to be fro/eii hard i co feet below the present surface. The* 
greatest dc-pth to wlimh the earth is frozen during the present 
period is about thirty feel, and this imly where tfiere is little or 
no snow as a protecting cover. In these northern latitufles the 
summer sun melts to a depth of twelve feet 6r less from the 
surface only ; therefore irrespective of the evidence of the 
Upper burden of coal, debris,^ gravel, black soil and snrhicc 
vegetation, tliis rock-ice‘must have been formed at ;m earlier 
geologic period. 

One of the ihanv fancies'based upon the formation is the 
supposition that the (Ireat Siberian plain was submerged within 
histi iric times, and so connected with the story of Noah’s flood ; 
'.ftis world, hounded by Ararat, the Altai, Baik.tl, and on the 
y^'est by the I’rals mid Caucasus, having been submerged TTir a 
stole. Ihe central territory i^ still rising, but on the Arctic 
^sjhore is sinking. Humboldt, it will he remembered, saw a, 
;r^ateau rise when he* was in South America, and stated that 
ll^ere must ha\e been a corresponding depression elsewhere. 
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This was subsequently found to be tlie ease ; subsidences 
having occurred in northern Asia. 

The meridional, cultivable belt which comprises the new 
Siberia of Russian immigration, is likely in (he future to suffer 
more Itiid more fi'om droughts unless artilicial irrigation is 
pnlctised. The deserts are growing northward, the air is drier, 
the temperature highgr ,ind steppes are replacing forest. 'Also 
the l ivers are silting u^i ; many are streams at tloo-d time only,' 
not^alwavs then, and at others chains of i^tagnant lakc-s, some 
becoming bitter and brackish and all unwholesome. Swamps 
must be drained, water stored and distributed where and when 
recjuired. In fact agricultui'al Sibeiiti more than any needs 
labour ; labour well directed ;,nd lone; continued to convert 
these rude farms into real gardens, and so obtain from the 
soil its utmost productiveness.• The*fore*.t reservations arc of 
themselves insufheient. 

The rivers and lakej feci by forest w.iter teem with lish, for 
there is food in abundance. Fish is the staple diet of Siberians, 
and the inland lisheries of Siberia ought to be preserved and 
lish eulture encouraged by the State, if not undertaken by it. 

The settlers are little better Jhan the natives in depending 
upon the natural rescMiirces of the country ; they take game 
instead of rearing cattle, collect or buy wild fruits instead of 
planting orchards ; mow the wild grass of the natural forest 
clearings, and I'iver bottoms instead of forming meadows; 
their only enre for nnprodnetive soil is to allow it to remain 
fallow ; so the real Siberia is nc^l, and ^or a long time will not 
be, that extremely productive country recent travejlers describe. 

Siberia is rich enough in minerals. In addition to gold in 
the Altai there is silver which has been worked (or a century 
and a half; it snpjdies more than two-thirds of thc^ total output 
in Russia, which total is less than one live-hundredth part of 
the .world's aihui^l protlnction. Nearly all the mhies arc on 
Cro^n property, and in the Caucasus also the only silver 
smelting'works belong to the State. The^ silver is derived 
irom argentiferous lead ores ; a little being recovered also in 
refining gold. Platinum is taken from" the State mines and 
is also worked by two companies ; the annual aggregate output 
is lejs than 200,000 ounces, Graphite was quarried for many 
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years;* but the old workings near Irkutsk arc now clysed. 
C^'ins are found in tlie Urals, and also in, the Altai mining 
district reserved to the State. Coal arftl iron are not found 
together, hut suflicienlly near to make the producjion of 
merehant-ii'on a successful undeitaking. The present output 
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is inlinitesimal. Except for the railway there is no market 
for co.d, wood being the household fuel, and factories lu'acti- 
cally nonv.'xistent. In the Fai' East Siberian coal may yet 
compete with that of Japan as bunker fuel. 

'Idle Siberia of ConvuMtion—^he land of dreary forests and 
desolate frozen wastes—lies far to the north of the great 
railway, ami is .sparsely po(V'l‘iLd by pioneer settlers, exiles 
and the remnants of indigenous tribes who all acknowledge 
the 'I'sar as *Iie ir-sovereign. But even this part of Siberia is 
far from being what people picture it. All Siberia is full of 
surprises, aiid most surprising is the civilisation extending^ to 
the very remote regions. In Ramcliatka, for instange, it is 
not rare to meet a man wearing a clean linen collar and a silk 
necktie ; all the natives^ do not wear skins, except in waiter, for 
even the very primitive hairy Ainus of Sakhalin, who fight the 
bear with their knives, have village industries among them, ancj 
of these weaving is the chief. 
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Aj»ain, the camel is usually associated with cli-yj sandy 
deserts and tropical heat. In Siberia the camel is seen in 
winter haulinu sledges over the river ice and frozen roanls. 
I'Jeindeer and doj^s are used also, but thev are conventional 
and c.'ipected. Hundreds of things one sees in the far noi th 
and east are neither one nor the otjier. 

The natives are '^lyiny out virv fast m some districts, 
increasinr; in others. In the west the Tartars atill number 
90,900 ; the niajoritv are Mohammedans and iiianvIeatLa purely 
nomad hte and speak Tursk, a dialect rcscmbhntt that of the 
Tart.irs of Kazan. I'he Finnish tribes number 40,000, and 
the INfonudlian Kalmuks and the Sam'ovedis toyether, perhaps 
as manv. '' 

'I'he Kiruhis yra/iers live upon lluvr herds ; thev have their 
own system of loc.il government and ' maintain their own 
customs and tongue, and live apart from Russians. 'I'hev act up 
to the spirit of their proverb—“ it is better to fast si\ davsihaii 
omit to do wh.it our loretathers practised," which wall please 
all mliaested m folk lore. ()lher native isues are losiiie their 
tribal characteristics, and the ethnologists are biisv with phono¬ 
graphs,^ cameras and pencils recording the e.xistmu exideiua- of 
peoiile soon to be uniaico^nisable m tiui cosmopolitan Siberia 
of the near fiifure. 

Iliintine, lishine and traitpmy are the chief luirsiiits ol the 
Siberian natives^. It is from Siberi.i cliiellv that the larye 
supplies of “ame are despatched to .Russia and thence to 
W'estern Kiirope. Fiitil recently the Xarvm pro\ iiice of west 
Siberia was the principal limiting yrouiid. Sonic J500 people 
are almost entireh' eiiuayed- in huntmy and trappmu^ ;uk1 
their take is enormous. One year’s liuiires—.idmittedly incom¬ 
plete—include 700,000 squirrels, 15,000 miiilq 501^0 sable, 1300 
foxes, 2000 ermine, 1500 otters, 200 bears, 18,000 hares, 3000 
skunks, 1000 roebuck', 700 deer, and smaller rj^iantilies ot 
jtlulton, badjier, lynx, niountain sheep, ibvx and rarer beasts. 
The birds include, 70,000 willow uiaiuse, 30,poo blackcock, 8000 
capercailzie, 3000 partridges and many thousand jays and inajt- 
pies for plumage. ‘ 

'rite wildfowler practises in the old way. A net is erected 
bet'veen two pools ; ut nit^ht the birds are driven from one pool 
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aiul niaki'i^ for tlio oilier entangled in llic net placecHn a 
\vt‘ll ohosL'ii clearing. Tliey arc killed \vtli tlie teeth, the 
trapper hitinr; each at the b.iek of the neck. It is not kno\rn 
how 111.my are captured, Init the ipiantitv is imniense; duck— 
fla sh, dried, ^nioked, salted and preserved in various ways-—is 
,i simple article of diet ni *nanv p.irts ,uid procur.ible almost 
eveivwhere throughout Siheri.i. • 

111 eastern Siberia ,uid alanclniria, ^leer, antelope, ;yid roe¬ 
buck, al'e taken in enormous ipi.intities for food, imniense 
drives beine ory'.mised bv the settlers e.ich anliimn ; also in 
some p.uts in the spiaiio .is well. 

'I'hc Kluryis inn down the wolf in the open, with relavs of 
horses or horsemen ujii.illv, .md kill the exh.uisled cronchnytt 
.unm.il bv a blow on th/nose with the butt ol .i whip. 

Siberia is lull oT injerest'tor the n.itur.ihst. Rrolessol 
K.isheiiko, of 'koinsk I’nuersilv, der'l.ires that the f.uma ol 
Siberia are .ikin to those ol h'aiiope yi loiyy p.isl a.^es. 't'h.il 
the connliv shelkas ni.inv v.irielies which have become ex¬ 
tinct, and th.it Ihere is ore.it danoer of IIkoc bemo lost with 
th e setllemeiil ol IIk' countrv. The loiesl reserves will toy 
larye extent i'«event the I't^tniction of bears and small 
niainm.ils, if a I'los?; time for tr.ipiiino hr enforced ; the 
needed dr.iinino of the ni.irsh lands woukl lead to the ex¬ 
tinction of some v.irieties of birds, but as there woitld als,) 
dis.ippe.iii iiianv of the insect pesis which rendi-r life in Siheri.i 
so biirdeiisoine, this wfiiild have a correspondino advanlafie. 

'['he .Alt.II region is probabVy the best eame oround in the 
old world, ,ind now th.it it is not oiilv known to sportsmen but is 
resorted to yearly by increasnio numbers, some such reservation 
.is the Yellowstone Park inioht be set aside for a same preserve. 
'I'liere are iiA yawH' l.iws in the 'I'omsk Government and practi- 
callv no ristnction is pi.iced upon the killini^ of animals, rare, 
useful, cniaoiis or ornamental, d'he huiitin* societies den not 
exist so nuieli for the prote(.tio;i of Game as the encoiyaj.;ement 
of h'Gitiinate sport; the Siberian thinkiuG that for killini' a doe 
in calf he should be njore honoured. The societies *are doinjf 
Good work, for huntniG m Siberia has been practised in most 
b.irbaric fashion. Those people who think that.birds’ phimaj;e 
should not be used for personal adornment might fiml in 
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Siberia miicn to which they could more legitimately object in 
the methods fo!lo\yed for obtaining furs. 

Probably lish is the staple article of diet through north 
Siberia. The keta is the chief variety, migrating up the Amur 
and tributaries in the summer, developing teeth, and becoming 
almost another fish in the higher reaches. Prom the keta, the 
salmon, and the stm-geon the Golds make their fish skin suits, 
many cjomestic appliances, and even the sails of dieir boats. 
The, r|uantity taken is immense, and the flesh is used in the lit¬ 
toral territory to feed dogs, swine, and even cattle. The lish 
are taken on line^, in nets and traps, esjrecially in weirs of 
wattles thrown out like wing-dams fi'om the shoi'c. 

When Yermak, ami those wlV) succeeded him in the con¬ 
quest of Sibcri.i, p.issed east, the native ti ibes made but slight 
resistance to the men with lire-tirms. 'I’hey simply lied before 
the invader, and as the land was occupied along ihe high road 
to the east they went fiirther north or south. Past of Krasno¬ 
yarsk the aborigines bear strong facial resemblance to the 
American Indian, but none possess the Red Man’s courage and 
jightmg quality. They will give each othei' very b.id characters, 
but keep very closely to their own domain, know ne.xt to nothing 
of the neighbouring tribes and are peace,ible and timid. This 
is particularly Ihe case with the Svotts, who were divided into 
two parties, now rlistinct tribes. 'I’hey inhabit the watershed 
below Zyariski towards the Tanoolski range m Mongvilia. ’I'he 
northern Syotts live by hunting and trapping, profess Chris¬ 
tianity, and practise Shainanii.in. 'i'he southern are more 
primitive ; some have become fhiddhists ; others have no 
definite religion, but arc giveA to self-iminokttion. At certain 
times a sort of frenzy seizes the people of a distiict. d’hey 
build an immense h.irbour of boughs, cover it \wilh wattles, 
then with turf. They drive their cattle inside, and later all the 
peiyle go in. Tke dooV is closed and the chief sets lire to the 
fodder. ^All are smothered andpis the waifs take fire, the sup¬ 
ports char through, then the turfs fall down through the embers 
•and bury*the whole community. 

South of the Syotts are the Turbits, a tribe more iMongoli.m 
than they. Tl,ie Syotts give the Turbits a very bad name, whilst 
the J'urbits declare thht the Syotts are cutthroats and thieves to 
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;i iiKiii. These iieople [are just ij;ra/.iers and hunters, andjiave 
iKi ide.i of woik. d'lie Ihiriats, who aie ni<)re widelv spread, 
are also of Montfoh.m stock. 'I'hev aHeiiipl a^iacullure, hut 
ai e better as te.unstei s. Buriat women work aiul dress just as 
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do the men, because in (lavs past tiie C'Itin(;se Alonttols used 
to ui.ike \\ar on the settlements in order to cai ry oil women. 
1* urthei'east are (jihalrs, (ti'oeheans, uul Manyns, all wander- 
iny tribes, and mauv pi*olessino, whilst all practise Shamaiusm. 
the (hilds dress in fish skin^s ,md h.u'e mud huts; their 
cluet oecupatiori is lishiny,«and in summer eaiherine wild 
fruits for sale m the Russi in settlements. To the north are 
1 unyuses, ftsti.'iks, l^aluehadales, and Samovedes, hunters, 
lishers and trappers, preyial upon by the free traders and 
deelnuny in numbe.r. * i 

Ir.ippine is not .i lucrative 4 iusiness, but trading \'^r barter is 
distinctly prolitable. In Siberi.i, as elsewliere, the^ native is 
ready to throw away his months of labour for a little bad spirih 
I he (tovermuept is powerless to irreveiit tiie trade, illicit stills 
bein,p plentiful inrouy;hout the lone lanc^. 'I'lien false weij^hts 
.uul measures are used, and the natives are advanced stores in 
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order to be kept in debt to particular traders, who thus get a 
monopoly of the s>'ason’s catcli, and keep down prices. The 
natives, on their side, have learned how lo patch and fake the 
spoiled skins. Rare furs are dealt in at wry high prices by the 
traders amongst themselves, and to the [)ublic are sold not 
cheaper than in London or Laris. • 

When IM. Stadimg went across the 'I'aiiuvr pciiiiisiila in 
1898, the representations he made on hi.s retnin resulted in 
the •punishment of a lur-trader, one Sotmkox', who s'eeius to 
have been the worst olh'iKh'r. lie was sueeeeded bv ,1 
certain Vl.idiinirski, who is declared to be little, if anvihing, 
better. In Kamchatka, matteis are not so bad as laiiher 
west, lor the country i< reached e.isilv.by ste.imers and visited 
Irequcntly In government olticials, piolecting the sealing- 
grounds. Somi'Knghsh Iradi'is havy ol late xi’ais been pur¬ 
chasing the Kameh.ilkan catch, ,iiid aie loiiiulK abused Iw 
Russian traders for haying given fair piices lor arctic nelts. 
Rrobablv the naliws and the Slate woiikl laisi' no obir'clion 
to the same traders c.clciidmg their oprratioiis all owr the 
Land of the (iieal While Sim. 

Thciceal Siberia is other than th.il meridional/one travel sed 
by the railway, which 'is die pick of llu’ coimtrv, the belter 
Siberia. 'I’lial ap|)ears clean and faiiiv pi ()s|icr(iiis w ilh its niTil, 
new, wC'll-painted stations ; [ncturcsr|iie churches—built out of 
the Ale.xander 111 . Memorial fund schools, hospitals,, mcr'tmg- 
houses, immigialion homes, pleasant little homesteads lor 
ollicials, compact well-built and srpiandy pLinned .settlements; 
wind-mills, water-towers, and railway woikshopn dins new 
Siberia may extend, all hope that d will, but Sijierians fear that 
a couple of hundred miles north and south of the line, things 
will go on much the same as they do now, as.theV did bcfoie 
even the line was pLinued, as they must do 111 those regions 
which, in olticial l.mguage, “cannot siip[rort cnillsed life.” 
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I 'r I'l n ■;irly three ceiuuries since Siberia cninnicnccd to l;e 
repe()|)le(l iVoiu tiie easl. In that jreriod America has 
:li,lilted hands several fnnes and has evolved nations, whereas 
Russia in Asia has snnplj- oiown and instilled the boast ol the 
Einpeior Xieholas 1 . that " wfiere tlie Russian tla^ has once 
flown it must never lie liaiiled down.” , 

rile lirst atlempil the Stale made to colonise Siberia was in 
151)0, when tlnrlv families from Solvyclu'oodsk were sent to 
Siberia ,is sellleis by order ol the Tsar, Ivan the Tenibli,-. 
Then, in 151)3,* the inhabilaills of the town of I’oIk'Ii were 
exiled to Relvinlor fiavinr; witnesvd Ihe murder of his son 
Dmitri, and the bell ol the town for havmn sounded the alarm 
on th.it occ.ision was de|irived of its ears, llodoed and sfnt after 
them to Tobolsk. 

I he free Cossacks tif the Don, lollowino upon the retreatini^ 
Taitar horde when the i'lnpire’of Chmois Khan crumbled .iway, 
posses^etl themselves of certain lands east of the Ur.ds, and 
these weie amonosl the fouij^ler’s of the Russian settlements in 
Asia. Later thousands of Poles were settled in the Tobolsk 
province, jeVs were located in Tiukalmsk, and western Sliicria 
has had contmoeiits from Finland, most of the Governments 
of Liiropeaii Russia, and also a laiGe numlxir of gypsies,, who 
have retained the nomadic haljit, and wander over ^11 Siberia 
and .Manchuria. 

Russian policy vyith regard to Siberia was iiifchangmg*; 
the L.ist was a convenient place to which to send the un¬ 
desirable subjects of the Tsar. Ivan the Terrible sent not 
only the liisf exiles there, but even fi.inished to Sibewa an 



104 


GREATER RUSSIA 


Englishman, one vVilliam Barnsley of Worcester, who long 
years'afterwards returned a wealthy merchant. It is only sin^e 
the commencement of .the century that Siberia has been raisdd 
to the status of a colony to be settled by free men alone. Like 
French'and German foreign possessions it has no system of 
self-‘government. Its laws are the Russian laws, administered 
in the different territovies by the corresponding chancelleries 
in St. Petersburg. There is no Minister for Siberia,'or special, 
e.xclusive department, unless the immigration staff be jo con¬ 
sidered. The Russian Empire is to be homogeneous ; Siben.i 
is to become Russia beyond the Urals, or beyond Baikal, 
nothing more. It is because of this principle that the privi¬ 
leges of Finland have been curtailed, the legal practice ol 
Poland assimilated to that of Russia, and outlying provinces, 
whether designated as free states or protee'ted areas, whenever 
within the l^ussian sphere of intluence will be compelled to 
observe Russian laws. 

The Slavs banished to Siberia, or transported there as con¬ 
victed criminals have all been people who dared to do and to 
be ; the reformers, the faddists, the malcontents, the uncon¬ 
ventional^ souls whose spirits we e at war with the prevailing 
state of things ; individuals of strong chart.cter—whether good 
or bad—recalcitrant beings whom the riileis wished to tame, 
or thinkers and actoi's in advance of their time whose propin- 
cpiity was felt to be dangerous to the State. Just such men 
and women as have made history in Western Europe. They 
were followed by those who lovad and .appreciated them well 
enough to share their fate. To these must be ade'ed the free 
adventurers, men bold enough*to risk the unknown and win 
fortune or perish, therefore essentially different to the socialis- 
tically inclined Slav, whose nature it is to depend always upon 
his ruler, the State or his fellows. Many of these pioneers 
succiimbed to the hprdshi'ps of the journey or the life ; ‘many left 
no successors. The isolated degenerate criihinals would have 
become extinct as a class, but for the constant stream of their 
kind from Europe, so the portion of the population which 
is Siberian by birth and descent, is derived’ from either the best 
of the exiles, or the soldiery sent to guard the pi'isons and 
settleinents. As yet these have not become a nation or distinct 
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people, though they have certain marked characteristics. The 
Sibgriaks, as the descendants of the early sellers in the west* 
province are called, are of average height„and are square built 
sturdy men, with brown hair : the women are smaller, vigorous, 
and coarse fe.ikired. They are not communicative,* have 
nothiyg of the Russian fraiikness,'or peasant simplicity, and 
they speak a dialect containing many woixNof Siberian, perhaps 
Altaian, origfn. 

The official Russian view of the Sdieriaks is that they iire 
energetic and enterprising, capable of standing up for them¬ 
selves and of struggling against misfoidune ; in character rest¬ 
less, and dissatisfied ; neilher fit nor willing to submit to the 
existing order of things estalTlished by law, impatient of all 
interference and opposed* to legal forms and the imposition of 
authority by admini*strators. They differ from the earlier 
settlers, the pioneers of .Siberian colonisation, in being more 
peaceful, and better content with homel;^ comforts, also lacking 
the warlike spirit of their ancestors. 

The slow development of Siberia h.is been attributed to the 
penal settlements. Usually exiles were not sent to the most 
suitable districts* for colonies,, but distributed amongst the 
already settled populatflin so long as Jhe*free, or time expired 
settlers were in a majority thei e. The principal’wholly penal 
settlements for criminals were in the most distant part*; ; the 
north, the/ar north-east, on the other side of Lake Baikal and 
when not near mineral deposits—gold, silver, mercury, plati¬ 
num, &c.—on Crown lauds, wete located beyond the limits of 
ordinary colowisation by free settlers. The short-term criminals 
after a few yearsTletention in^a Siberian prison were liberated 
on condition that they went further east or north, and reported 
themselves at'stated intervals to the police, whilst some were 
not banished into far Siberia, but might not leave the limits 
prescribed bn their pa-^sport. Thesefre(*-coimuands or 
ticket-of-leave men,’ are now the most dangerous .class in 
Siberia, and form nearly 5 per cent, of the population. They 
are for the most part thriftless, improvident, idle and* dreaded 
by the exiles and free settlers. In the Trans-Baikal territory 
where the military Cossack contingent is fewej' than 10,000 
when on a war footing, and less than 30^)0 in times of peuce. 
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IhcTC arc c^lunalcd to be ncailv 20,000 lime expired convicts, 
and exiled settleu^ ; but wherever seven thousand or more ol 
these live, the noveriMuenl olVici.ils do not know , for the pass¬ 
port SNsteiu h.is quite broken down in .Siheiia. There ,ire 
special settlements lor time (.xpired criminals Uke the “Con¬ 
vict’s Hamlet'■ ne.ir Vladivostok,‘but they are not alto>;cthcr 
successful. • 

^ I he 'I'rans-Ifaikal Cos.sacks were in pait lornied of ciAivicts and 
exiles Muraviev took from tile Crown mines and made into soldiers. 
It was then tliouglit that these men would have ever)tiling to gain and 
nothing to lose by being turned into settlei^s. ’They weie given land on 
the Amur and made much of; soiee retaliated by engaging in piracy 
on the river, where tliey were known as tin,*" I'et Sons“ , some actually 
fought against the Russian troops,,anti otkers plaid the toiivors anti 
made away witli the military supplies. • 

Compared witli I'^issia, Siheri.i is in.ideqii.itelv policed. 

1 liei'e are towns, or rallier ,great spraulmg villages miles m 
lenoth, with a poptil.ition ol Irom h\v to (eii Ihoiisaiid, amongst 
.whom are known bad ch.ir.icters, and \tt oiilv a couple of 
score }*ohcemen. The indivalfial gii.iriK his •piopeity and liis 
peisoii as hesl^ he can*; li^vial olleuees camtol be iiolieetl, ,md 
the peiqietr.itoi s ol the worst crimes oHeii escape undetected. 
The stMlers 1 \U<n\’ this, .uid it Is a very good schooling lor the 
Russian peasant, who 111 Russia, Irom cradle lo never 

taiiolit to rely upon himself. • 

Ihe village aorieultiii ists iflsoih quieklv. W’hen l\aii is 
ill Siberia he soon leels that he is no longer a me'le l.ixed item 
m an o\er-taxed commune, bill ay iiiduidnal possessed of sonif 
nnhts as a man, and Ihe member of a faiiiilv. 'I'hc outward 
sijgii of emaiK'ipatioii from Ihraltloni is a beller'caniage and 
greater freedom in speech. Then Ivan is not long ni Siberia 
be^re he wears Ins nilxislikti like a western Rnroptan anti gets 
his hail, cut sokher fashion,, which is General tlirminhonf 
Siberia—thus the sellleis are not so piefnrestiiie as lliey were 
•when (dreat, While, or Little Ixhissian pe.isaiits. 

Siberia is not only larger but it is greater than Russia. It is 
the hcttei halt,in Ihe sense that the* pe*opie are superior, Irom 
thcHntish or western point of view. The tnrther from the 
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capital the j^i'catcr the freedom. In Siberia it is possible to do 
tliiikiis r)ne could not do m older Kiissia. In fhe lust placr', the' 
rhstance is so L;re,it that evei v little troubl" cmild not hr'sent to 
St. I’etershuru for settlement ; the governors and otlieials had 
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to decitle without la’lerenee to Iheir central depaiiments. 
Moreoveijthe Russians who were found in Si^beria wn'e, as a 
r iass, (lilliciilt to control ; men who felt they were so near 
the deepest bottom of hell that wh.ilever they did, or failed to 
do, could make but Iiltlv dillei^ince 111 then condition. I^'or 
one Ihissian dilicial who is a martinet insisting upon the fnllil- 
iiient (it ev(.‘i y lai^ lo the Icttc*', tiiere are a score who are con¬ 
tent it the spuit <)l tlie special regiilalions is recoj^niscd, and 
lill\ who liiitl it c'asiest to let people have their own way wilhin 
as wide hmjls as the written l.iw is eapajrle of br;mu construed. 
As a rule the men are reckless, the oliicials V.ity. 

I'orced to shift for themselves, tlie exiles, setilers and 
released eonvicis formed society as nearly in accord,mce with 
then own ideals as circumstances pei nutted. The sectarians* 
who sultered exile rather tlian sacrifice tlieir f.iith have settle¬ 
ments tar 111 advance of the average Russian viliajfe, whilst flje 
pohtic.il exiles made themselves a home as good as they knew 
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how to make it, and devoted their spare time to studying tlie 
‘nat'iiral history of the country around tliem. Later settlers 
come into contact with these men who have strugifled against 
the State and survived ; tlicy become more independent, talk 
of the'ir rights instead of asking for privileges, and soon—not 
having suffered the penahy—assume the fixadom of action. 
For the Russian to t.avel overland towards the sunrise is itself 
an education. He mgves to some extent with fellow passengers 
higher than he in the social scale, he observes them closely, 
what they claim as their due he claims. Men who have been 
convicted of crimes—from petty larceny and mutiny to murder 
—tell the stories of their lives and the stories they have heard ; 
they tel! the new comer how they themselves have fared, what 
they have demanded and how much has been granted them, the 
dangers to expect, and the means others have taken to over¬ 
come ditticulties. 

There is a large prison ^lopulation, and deport.ition for 
certain offences is still the practice. As I have never \ isiled a 
prison 1 can write nothingof the life there, but 1 may slate that 
J met a foreigner who liad recently \isited the penal settle¬ 
ments in order to make a confidential report to his government 
respecting them, and 'by him I was informed that, generally, 
the prisons were superior to the homes of the peasants, and 
that pi ison life was comparatively easv, the whole system being 
milder and the treatment more humane than m England. 

The worst centre was in Sakhalin Gland, where, apart from 
the miserable climate, tlR work is hard, the congianv bad, and 
the administration so lax that an imjuiry is proceeding to 
investigate serious charges against the govurnor and prison 
officials. 

The prisons of Sakhalin are replenished* friim European 
Russia, the convicts being conveyed to Vladivostok by the 
ships of the Volimteer Fleet, and thence to destination by those 
of the Eastern Chinese l^ailw^iy Company. The trains for 
Anestanti on the Siberian railways—much better than those 
■placed atlhe disposal of peasant immigrants—are used chiefly 
for local defaulters, and the same may be said of the barges on 
tlm Amur and Shilka ; but some prisoners still journey by the 
over,’and route, as amongst those on the Mincrra barge 1 
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J .,1 in the river bank was the imirderer of Mr. 

E<l„c.,lion. m- corn-ids lldre- 
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women convicts. All females sentenced to hard lahaur are 
shipped l« this far away island colony “ with a view to seenre 
the family principle,” and, accordinii to an olhcial publication,, 
as soon as a partv of female prAoners arrive they are immedi¬ 
ately taken np by the settlers "without reference to age, merely 

as women, wives^ and housekeepers. 

'fhe males are in excess thronghont eastern Siberia, being 
in Sakhalin in the proportion of six to four. In Khabarovsk 
the males are only 27 per cent, of the town population, but 
there and*in Vladivostok there are enormeus garrisons.Jo 
account for the disparity. 
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SIBERIAN LIFE 
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r OWN ;ui(l country life iii Sibcri.i w vciv iiuicli the s.imc 
:is 111 provinciul Russia. 'riiLtcluuatc is more rigorous, 
the summers are hotter, the winter colder, spiuio and autumn 
are almost eliminated, and the elianttes Irom season to season 
are sudden. Towns in the I,ilitude of Lisbon have a climate 
nearer akin to that of Stockholm. Then durinu the lour; 
summer days, the ve^rfetable Growth is luxuriant—things urow 
and ripen qnicklv, or not at all, hence the woods are soft, the 
, fruits and veuetahles insipid when comp.ired with similar 
v.irielies which in a more equable climate matuie more slowly. 

Serfdom it is s.ud never existed iii Siberia, and when the 
serfs were liberated in the Russian empire it alfected only ^,000 
peopit in Tobolsk, and these serfs were already practically free, 
for they had paid no tax in money or labour. Slavji y existed, 
for it was not until 1825 that lhe’Khirr;is Cossacks were 
forbidden to tialtic in’prisolieis of war, as had been their 
custom, permission having been given m 1756 fo all oilliodox 
Russians m Siberi.i to hold, sell,tand barter Ralmuk and other 
Asiatics. 

At the present tune Siberian life differs fnmi that of Russia 
111 being more free. The people are more daring and reck¬ 
less ; there is mifch more crime, and there are many more men 
than wiyiien. 

The independence of the people is in part innate—they 
* themselves have defied authority—or are descended from those 
who have done so—and, m part, from the laxer control of 
the governori and greater difficulty in administering the 
law,, 
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From the true Siberians must be excluded tlie recen't free 
colonists. These live much as lhe\’ did in Russian villaats, 
and 4is far as possible the Russian authorities arraipL;e to locate 
them where they will not be subject to the contaminatint' 
inllucnce of the exileS and convicts. 

As may be expected the to^wn rei^dents consist of dil'fereilt 
sets oi* cliipies. The Ciovernor and ofiici^d class, with whom 
.•a e the army.ol'ticers, do not iisually associate on erpial terms 
widi any «t the Siberian residents. In a few cases the* may 
admit to their social intiinacv distinguished political exiles. 
The exiles are many of them remittance men, hvinj' upon an 
income lorwarded to theiil from Russian estates, or by liieiuls 
and relatives. 'I'hev lollow theii»pidlessions. engage in trade, 
or attempt to exploit the.country. iXccoi'dina to their bent 
they |oin the lileiai v, in tisfic, seientilic, archieoloeic.d, icul- 
tural, philanthropic, or hunting s*ieieties now lound in almost 
e\erv Siiierian town. M.iiiv simply drift, amusino themselves 
as best they can with carcb, stories and “ life " m [niblic 
restaurants. Those who .ire honest and capable quickly obtain 
employment, often hiehly remimeratixe, if they imssess speci.il 
technical know le(jjj;i'- The tow^n museums are rich m local 
specimens, .iiid r'xcelie*it work m colleiitmu, classifying and 
n.iminn the ob|ects has been done by the unpaid* unemployed 
exiled settler. The dilferent sections associated to the Museum 
h.ive freipient meelinus, and the mtcllectu.il lift is far ufeater 
than any non-resident xjould imagine to bi [lossible. 'I'liere 
IS usually ,i f;()()d library, there aj'e boi^ks, newspapers, periodi¬ 
cals and transactions innumer.ible, tar beyond the .ictiial 
requirements of the majority of the residents ; also free and 
subsci'iplton libraries, booksellers’ shiqis, even already at 
Khailar, and iVom village to village, and settlement to settle¬ 
ment, tramp the book-pedlars, who may also be met on the 
trains olferiyg volumes from their parcel*. (T cyrr<?nt liter.itujxx 
The Russi.m system of subscribing periodicals at any post-offife 
IS also a boon to Siberians, wiift read a gieat deal, and write 
not a little, as the Russian magazines bear witness. Probably 
the person most severely luirt by exile is the political reformer, 
who linds himself cut off from the movement in Europe and 
from the propaganda of the different revc^utionary societies.^ 
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Next to suffer, from the point of view of real hardship, are 
the liij^her officials and their families. There are few people of 
their own social standing' with whom to associate, and a new¬ 
comer who can be received is generally warmly welcomed. In 
their own narrow circle they have what may be termed the 
domestic amusements—interminable games at cards, concerts 
innumerable, and a quiet dance wlienever there is an opportu¬ 
nity. In winter the theatre, musical recitals, pr,)menade con¬ 
certs on behalf of some charity, and visiting each othei constitute 
their pastimes. For those used to St. Petersburg and Moscow, 
social life in Siberia is very slow and dull. 

In summer there is dnclui life, the well-to-do go into the 
villages as Russians always \V111. In town there is a public 
garden, perhaps an outdoor theatre at winch the “(leisha” is 
played. Psu.illy there is an al firsco restaurant ; lutlle I'tussian 
chorus singers, aio orchestia of ladies—Russian, German or 
Polish—a Neapolitan choir, and vocal and instrumental music 
of some kind there is sure to be. Bicycle races, trotting 
matches, the promenade and its nZ/rgr/ at intervals. These 
amusements arc wearisome. 'Fhe “Siberian Guide” says of 
Krasnoyarsk; “The managers of the assembly are very indeli¬ 
cate and take adv;mt,ige of the conditions. On holidays the 
entrance feels very high. The visitors ,ire offered a very poor 
distraction, namely—fii'cworks and the letting olf of ;i balloon. 
As these amusGuents are alw.iys the same the public is perfectly 
sick of them. This discontent has of late been expressed in 
the local newspaper, but wflliout avail. Twenty thousand 
inhabitants are powerless against a few dozen members and 
their families who alone use the garden.” Elsewhere, a garden, 
with band, is open to the “intelligent public.” The classes 
hold aloof from the masses. For the cause of charity many 
may meet at a concert, promenade, or share in a lottery. To 
the fund all may subscribe. Unlucky is the public entertainer 
who omits to approach the correct public in the lirst instance. 
A circus wandered through from the Baltic to the Pacific in 
three yfcars; in some towns before a performance could be 
given, special permission had to be obtained by telegraph 
from St. Petersburg. 

The sending of :1 message from east to wc'st is not a matter 
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if houis, or even days, but of weeks. Euless it is made 
Eii-eeut” and paid for at trehle-iate, six, weeks is not tod 
one for a replv-paid message to p.iss^ to and from eastern 
Mberia to western Russia. On the coast (lie merchants, pressed 
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for time, seiul tlieir messages round liy the ocean cables 
notwitlistandme die extra exfiensc’ and m.my land-wires. 'I'he 
teleeraph is much used, the [lost less, for business purfioses. 
With refeienc*!; to Irkutsk, the emde book states; “The post- 
oflice is so crowded that one has to w.iit a very lone time ; in 
such cases st is belter to eo there from l A.M. to 2 A. It. or. in 
the mornine before i) o’elock. At the telc-eraph office the worst 
time IS from 5 A.M. to 6 A.M. when the telej^rams to the State 
and public banks are beine delivered.” Telejihones ;fre much 
used 111 towns ; Irkutsk has 500 town subscribers, and long 
distance lines to the eoldfields, Lake Ikukal, and clsewliere^ 
Even expensive, faraway lilagoveslichensk chaif'es »its 
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telephone subscribers only _47‘iiiiinihly, and j^ives an excellent 
service. 

The poorer classes depend for their music on the balalai'ai, 
the accordeon, nielodeon, the small harp and the violin. Ne.iiiy 
all the \illagers can play the accordeon, an'd everywhere Rus¬ 
sians congregate, the wandering ipinslrels, generally violinist 
and harpist, lind theiv way, and already they have penetrated 
the innermost recesses of Manchuria and Mongolia garrisoned 
by Russian troops. 

Men who do not hold ofticial posts can live in public, in the 
forced gaiety of the restaurants and clubs ; can speculate, 
gamble, intrigue, criticise, make and spend money easily and 
freely. There is chiellv paper carrencv, and a common amusi'- 
ment is to hold out a note-—i, 3, 5, or.more roubles—and call 
for the number—odd, or eveii-'-the note changing hands if the 
guess be correct. 

The editor of a metropolitan paper is exiled, say to Irkutsk 
—he has all the gossip of the capital at the tiir of his tongue ; 
the local periodicals make room for him, and he studies how 
he can publish what he knows, so that all clever enough to 
read will understand, but no one; can lind fault with the phr.ises 
he actually uses, or the commonplaces they set forth, however 
unmistakable the real meaning may be. 

The great event in the history of modern Siberia was fhe 
journey of the Emperor, when Tsarevich, in 1891, as a titting 
conclusion to his travels. In all tosvns tiiiimphal arches were 
erected to commemorate.his vrsit, and many of these remain. 
That in the eastern capital, Khabarovsk, was of the most flimsy 
construction and its wreckage only is visible. 

In all the large towns theie is more or less of the gold 
fever; money is easily acquired and foolishiv e.xpended. As 
long as there is noise and glitter, sparkling wine and bejewelled 
woinen, the Sibepan believes he has all he can obtain of the 
pdeasures of life. 

Wh<) are the people ? All soi ls, all conditions. One man, 
, a distinguished foreigner, has an autograph letter of the Tsar 
addressed to himself, a testimony to his bravery. Some vodk.i 
inspired Cossack officer proclaimed the 'I'sar greatest of all, and 
tided to force the comp.iny present to concur, d'lie foreigner 
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would not. He s;ucl that m the Hilde lie read of (fod <uk1 of 
the Devil, hut tliere was 110 ineiitiou of .luv'l'sar. The CossacE 
fiin?atened to lire ; llie otiier d.ired him to^ do so ; ,uul a person 
of superior position prouiptly .irrested tlie foreir;ner for /(■'<• 
iiuiu'^U’. News of tile .iffair reaelieil tlie 'I’s.ir wlio quasltl'd the 
wliole business liv a ‘‘U'tter tn a liraye man.” He is one of tile 
few forei,tellers wlio know oilier countries, yet live in Sitieri.i liy 
'preference. •Aiioflier well-known Siheia.ui is a luenifier of a 
noble f.imily, more .mcient than the Rom.mots, Wlien I’l iycc 
Doluiirooki w.is (lovernor-Cjcneral ol Moscow, now more tlian 
Iwciilv ye.u's aqo, this Siberian is said to li.ive helped 111 selling 
the St.ite residence to .1 rich iMiqhshin.in seeking,i home in the 
old capital. 'I'lie iMiehslyii.ui wSs shown.over the public apart¬ 
ments, expressed himself as s.itisfK'd, ,uul p.lid the e.irnest 
money, or deposit. As Ih'e teii.iut could not ciinveuieiitly leave 
at once, it was .iri.iiiqiil that lhe*('iovei iior-(Icnei.il vuiiild sl.iy 
on for a inonth or so, keeping to a suite 111 the building. ()n 
the other li.iiid the (iovernor-( icner.il was told that this Enj^hsh 
lord could not lind accominod.dion suited to his i.ink and 
purse anywhere m Moscow, so it would be a qr.icious act if 
he could be .iccoiiimodated for »i tune in the State aii.irlmcnts 
ol the (lOvernor-Cieiier.ll, no doufil there would be ,i handsome 
douceur lorthconiins; in consuleration of the cou'rtesy shown. 
'I'hen, when the Kiiqhshman was housed under the same roof 
.is the (iovyrnor-tfener.d, and each occupier, thftu^h c.xlreiiiely 
polite to the other, w.is wonderine how soon he would be rid 
ol him, it w.is only the Siberuwi wIkt was missinp; when the 
chm.i.x w.is re.uched. Ifiit not tor this was he sent to Siberia. 
Some others, now^ his fellow residVnts 111 Tomsk, had planned 
to rob from .1 1 oy.il m.iusoleum the eem-bedi/.ened .SViWacs, or 
p.ills, with wlfich the tombs are covered on State occ.isions. 
'file opportunity w.is .mother interment, and with 1410,it )ioinp 
the would-lll' thnf was i.- iiui ved in a ’cofliiv and probalily 
would h.u'e efiected’his purpose if the real fiiiier.il, with tlTe 
roval corpse, had not .irrived too soon afterwards. 

riiere Is nothiipe mean about some of the stones* current 
III Sibeiia. 'f'onisk h.is a legend that an old man who lived 
under the 11,line of 'i'heodore Ku/micli was none other than 
the 'I's.ir .Alexander 1 ., who, instead of ‘dying in 'r.igani 
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availed himself of an opportunity whilst travelling in the 
Crimea to effect an exchange like the hero of a Kipling story, 
and, renouncing his great estate, devoted the remainder of his 
life to meditation and charity. He came a begging vagrant 
from Russia, and was given a home by a Tomsk merchant, who 
apf)ears either to have reoognised him or received from his 
own lips the secret of his life. The hut in which he lived 
for ten years or more is now protected by a special roof, and 
venerated by the public as the home of Alexander the Hermit. 

About twenty years ago the door of Leinner’s, the best known 
beer house in St. Petersburg, was opened and shut for customers 
by a small, red-haired, lynx-eyed mail named Morozov. The 
odd g/7!7//given by the frequent'ers of the house soon amounted 
to many thousands of roubles, and Morozov opened a large 
restaurant of his own in the capital. ’ Hk also lent money at 
interest, which is not only deirimental to the business of the 
banks and State pawn shops, but against the law. So Morozov's 
restaurant was summarily closed, and later Moiozov, at the 
leisure of the law, was cxiletl to Siberia. He recommenced in 
Tomsk, succeeded from the beginning, and now possesses the 
largest and most magniricent of the 'romsk hotel resorts. 
Nearly all the Siberian townsmen have iiome such story. Here 
the richest bu'ilder is a convicted murderer; this successful 
merchant an incendiary ; that one a forger ; the daughter of the 
mayor is to man'y the son of a bank defaulter; and as ()ne,so most. 

A commissary of police in a small provincial town gets 
sixty shillings a month und must provide his own horses and 
uniform. He obtains money by some informal, but usual, 
method, and is exiled for doing so. His wife and family 
follow ; his term of imprisonment over he obtains employ¬ 
ment, and as trusted servant of a landed proptiefor is paid 
a salary of £(wo a year with house and horses free, and 
mapy perquisites- He'has European teachers for liis children, 
hiS wife dresses in the latest fashion and'smartest style, both 
have as'much social amusement as they desire, still, if only he 
rcould go’back to Russian he would be glad to forgo all, and 
accept again the commissary’s post and salary—or even less. 
Very many view banishment in the same way; others are 
content with SiberiaiTlife. 
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Sibeniui towns, even e.ipit.ils like 1 oinsk, Irkutsk and 
Khabarovsk are squalid, mean aud imlayupt. It is nof 
tlutuolit wortli while to make a eoslI^V road lor the lew 
months of summer. 'I'lie sidewalks are boards put on trestles 
over open sewers, and 
here aud there planks , 

ire broken or missinu ; \ 

heps are nufneroiis, and \ 

noisily aUjnj.; the side¬ 
walks, but approach and. 
commence the attack, if 

one hesitates, but so i uieMni\i. Ait< u, vi, m.ivosiok 

lour; as necess;y-y to 

determine whether to turn to riuht or left. The do^s of 
CoiistantiuopTe are lap-doi^s in comparison to these savaj^e 
wolf-like monj.;rels turned loose in all Siberian towns and 
villages afttr dark. Some houses, not all, keep a yard man 
or dvornik, but after dark he does not venture into tlie 
deserted streets, which are left to carriaj^e people and efesperate 
folk. 

The Siberian belle, usually referred to as the -ss, 

if not ephte the leader of fashion, is as much alive to me ci.iims 
of trim attire as are her sisidflleffh^^uiL, She is certain i^f .i 

Sri Basanli P.!!;v Ser * 
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larj'i' ciiX'lc of t^alluil admirers, and, rarely seen beferre noon, 
' anuises lierself ;\nd plays cards into tlie small 11ours, leachn_i4 
much the same sort of life as used to be passed bv Riisdan 
matrons a centurv ago. 

Citme is prevalent in all Siberi.m town's ; murders, ass.iults, 
oi'itrac;es, .ind burglarv aredhe coi.umoiier forms'. Statistics are 
not heljifnl as an indication, so few arresfs are made, so lew 
crimes discovered. (larrotting is the iisii.il device ol the fool- 
paj:l. With a short stick and a noose ol twine he .ipproaches 
his victim ste.dthilv from the rear, slips the cord over his head, 
and strangles the m,m, woman, or child, who is un.thle to utter 
a erv ; then he stri[is from the bodv bverythmg likelv to lead to 
its identilication, ancUlccampsf It there is an accom[dice, he 
blocks the str.mgcrA advance, or eng.tges his attention at the 
correct moment. Nor is tiiere pfrfebt safetv in numbers. 
Whilst in Khab.irovsk, I iiaid h visit to one of the lone pioneers 
of Anglo-Saxondom in that l,ir land. At nine m the evening 
we left the chib to talk at liome of home, ,uid there, in the main 
street within a stone’s throw of the (iovernor-( leneiMl’s house, 
three citizens were attacked within li\e minutes of our passing. 
'I’heir assailants got awav, but .all three of tl|,e merchants suc¬ 
cumbed to their in|uries. In Idagovenhchensk, in broad dav- 
light, between two and three in the afternoon, and cpiite close 
to tlKvmam hotel .md high street, 1 lie.ird a series of revolver 
shots, and tiirifing, saw a man leisurely reloading his revolver. 
His victim, .i woman in this instance, newer uttered a erv, 
merelv fell. The street was nlmost deserted, and the people' 
who heard and saw took very little notice, but \\ith the aid of 
a p.assing soldier we arrested' that man, and in the i-oiigh-and- 
ready lock-up to which he was taken were electric light and 
telephone. In a few minutes the district siipevmtendent was 
summoned, but we were scarcely thanked for our part, and our 
.icquaintance told us afterwards our action was not Siberian— 
tl^e affair was none of ours. 

Frohi Cheliabinsk to Vladi'vostok crime is equally common. 

, In the fetter place I was told that after each pay day at the 
naval fitting yard men were missing and never returned—on 
one occasion thirty disappe ired ; ordinarily nine or ten bodies 
are found within a* few days, stripped of every shred of 
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(.iotlim.ti;, t.ittoocd marks,gashed ovci', ,md the features Itacked so 
that they could not he recoijiused. Russians suffer more tlitm 
the Chinese, .md Russians usiiallv are tjie art^iessors, I'ohce- 
men are too lew and too w.irv. Cnless the street he ciowded, 
men may shout loud and loiu^ hefore ,my will yentuia’ to their 
assist.nice. 

• • 

The snhurhs ,md \ill.i^es siiller l^'om the Itivdviitii, or 

yacr.mt Iffuuls, who r.ud settlements .ind houses, ex.ictiim ,ill 

. • • • , 

they dare, and olten not sto[)pms; short ol other crimes, ^They 

,ire the luitiliyes liom |ustice, esc.iped crimm.ils, the reckless 
.111(1 d.irm^ conyicis who li.ice eluded their piison pii.irds. 
I'hey h,i\e nothin'; hiil*\\h,d they li.ive stolen,.i wood st.ill, .md 
,i short lem;th ol ,i;ul (ir Iuiiil*. \Vlioe,yer nets into their power 
h.ts.ishoit ^hrllt, ,111(1 theiis is not lom^er if theyaie c.iptiired 
III the ,ict or tiaced. Vor enterin'; ,ind lohhiii,';.! church in 
\'la(Ii\ost(ik some were li.mpefl, lor in Siheri.i the death |ien.ilty 
IS not ill .ihey.uKe ,is m I'Jussi.i, In Sihei la ,md Rnssi.i too 
lynch l.iw is eommon .nnone the pe.ue.ihle, indnsti loiis, well- 
to-do |ie,is,ints, ,is it Is also ,1111011;; the h.ill-K’iissi.niiscd n,lines. 

One melhod ol dc.iliipr; wilh c.illle thieves is to hend down two 

• 

str.u,r;ht youipe.hirch-trecs, tiullie hands ol the robber lo one, 
die feet to the other* then rele.ise the tiiees, ,ind liuiry aw.iy. 

The luvilvdiii .ire the outcome ol Ihe convict ,md e.xile 
sysleiu they are recruited from the men none w ill, employ, 
d'hev h.^ye neither home nor lood, e.ccei't sifcli as they ben or 
ste.il. When they arw Clnnesi, and in M.inchuna,the R’lissians 
hunt them down, shoot ,is m;»ny .is^hey can at si;;ht, and liaye 
those wounded and taken ah\e, deca(iitated, and their he,ids 
huip'; by the w.iyside ; but no 1 'eal .ittempt has been m.idc lo 
rid Siberia of this, its nre.itest pest and d,inner. 



CHAPTER X 

I 

THE GOLDEN EAST 


F or certain reasons, probably iiK'ire or less directly con¬ 
nected with the pr()lits‘of company-proniotinpf, some 
English people regard the Ear East as a gold producing 
country of immense importance. As a' matter of fact, the 
average yield of the whole Russian Empire is only about five 
millions sterling per annum, which is less than a third of the 
average output from the South African Rand. The quantity is 
declining rather than increasing, and this notwithstanding the 
new mines coming into work. The richest held is that of the 
Vitim district, in Central Siberia„aud even hergthe best mines, 
those of Sibiriakoff, aq.' said to be almont woiked out. The 
Germans have not formed ‘a single company to mine for pre¬ 
cious metals in Russia, England has a dozen, though as 
Russians know * well, gold-mining investments yield no 
dividends comp.ired to those deri,ved from exploiting 
petroleum, or base metals, or* founding manufacturing in¬ 
dustries. 

It is impossible to treat of f*he whole of Siberia as one gold 
producing region, some parts of \he country differ so much 
from others, and in each province local regulatioiijlare in force 
respecting mining for precious metals. Dividing the country 
into different sepmaite Sections, the most charaeterictic are— 
from west to cast—the Western district comprising the 
Northern‘and Southern Urals; \he Central district, the valley 
oj the Ysnisei, the Altai, the Vitim held; the East, the 
Nerchinsk centre in Trans-Baikalia, the Amur-Zeya and Amur- 
Nikolaievsk districts, the Ussuri district, the deposits on the 
Okhotsk Littoral, in Kamchatka, Arctic Siberia, and Sakhalin, 
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and llie j^old regions of Manchuria and Monaoli.i within the 
Kussian splicre of influence. 

The Ural rcaio,, comprises the mmnitain raipi^e hetween 
Perm on tlie Kama to Orenhure and nuniipi; tliere in modern 
times dates from the middle of the eighteenth centniy, but 
discoveries inaAe in the Cheiiiiasl)ev»mine ^rroved that workifiif 
for minerals had been practised in the pii^'historic period. In 
'1835 a mint'was established at Kkaterinburo, and auriferous 
cpiartz was tirst noticed at Here/ovsk, within a few miles of tlial 
town. Then similar cpiart/. veins were discovered at Minsk 
and Troitsk. I'hey were not extensively win ked nor have thev 
proved very prolitable, beni[t considered of inferior importance 
to the jiold gravels in the; south^t’ast valhys of the range. 'I'he 
Mias centre, in the Orenburg section, is at present the most 
productive ; the old PiKNintsev'Company has an output of 
50 poods, 'file Tarasov, SimoiiTiv, Sokolov and others about 
10 poods each. The Vladimir, and six others, five poods each, 
and from Ilogoslavsk in the north, to \'erkhne-Pralsk in the 
south, the gold produced yearly is from 550 to 580 iioods, 
worth about one and a guarter imllioii sterling, of which 40 
per cent., egnal t^) 10 per cent. »f the prodnclion of the whole 
empire, is from the Tr.ms-lh al district ot •the Oienburg govern¬ 
ment. The best centres in addition to these mentioned are 
Nijni-Tagilsk, Hizersk, Bere/ovsk, Kyshtym, and Kachgar,.bnt as 
yet the Ni^rthern Urals have not been IhorongTily iirospeeted. 
I'he alluvial gold has been washed down from epiartz reefs, 
bill there has been so far very liWle attf'iition given to working 
these, althonglj they are known to exist near the spots where 
placer mining is ^practised. The'yield from gravels could be 
increased by using better machinery. 

In Centraf Siberia there is alluvial gold in the Ob and 
Yenisei river basins, and in those of the tributary rivers from 
the east. The auriferous gravels vary in thickness from six 
to eleven feet, and have a lop burden of soil and turf. The 
uninterrupted beds, tit for exploitation, are from half a mile 
to twenty-five miles in length. The coarser grained gTild nug¬ 
gets are at the top, the nearer the bed rock tlie smaller the 
particles, until at the bottom there is only line dust. 

The meaning of the word Altai is ''*golden,” and in that 
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ranj^c tlic remains of Clnid workuiiis have been found in 
nianv places, wjiere tliere is anriferons t|nart/,. Gold p'eefs 
have been discovered in tlie Yenisei district and more recLmtly 
near Maryinsk in the d'omsk novei nment. 

Idle Lena vallev lias also ttold deposits and in tliat of one 
of its triluitanes, tjie \’itiin to the north of the Lake Baikal 
in Yakutsk tei'ritor.y, are the Sihiriakoff mines in the richest 
held yet exploited iji all Siberia. 'I'he \vorki^e dates froin 
il^5i, and for thirty ye.irs the annual output varied' from 419 
to 939 poods. The m.iximum vield is from the Alex.indrovsk 
mine, S zolotniks 19 dir'i from 100 poocL of viavel, which is 
I'qn.il to 1 ounce 35 crams to the cubic vard, or i 1 peiiny- 
weicht to the mmer.'s ton. I'n the ,neichbinirmc cronp.,^ (Ik- 
Barbara mines vield from 70 to 85 poods; the Olekminsk 
Comp.my's workinc, 80 to 130 poods'; ,ind the Lensk Com- 
panv produce from 170 to 1*80 poods, the X’itim from 170 to 
230 poods. The district is 750 miles north-east of Irkutsk, .aid 
reached bv road from that town to the Lena, thence bv river. 
The mines of Central Siberi.i, c.illed the “ Ivastern ” Siben.in 
ten itorv, are controlled bv the 1111111114 boards of Tomsk and 
Irkutsk. .Xlluvial .qold was f(«md 111 1830, wild lu's in or near 
river beds, from wkich it is dredceck .Achinsk, Miniisiiihk, 
Krasnoyarsk and Kaimk are the centres of diltereiit Lt'oiips; 
the Biriiitiiisk field comprises the K.uisk and Ni|iii-Ldinsk 
districts, worked since 1842,111 which year the seijsoii’s clean 
up amounted to 204 poods, but is now trilliiic. The other 
croup has also a lesseiiinc oii|>|nit ; 20 poods was the maxminm 
output (1894) from one ^ronp ; 5 poods suenis to be the 
averace output of the lai'cest workmcs, whereas in the lirst ten 
Years, 1840 1850, the ve.irlv produce w.is over 1000 poods. In 
all, some twenty-seven thousand poods to the* total value of 
_{.'35,ooo,ooo has been obtained, and the regular decrease is said 
tn he due not tv the'exhaustion of the deposits hut to faulty 
prospectinr;. 

In fhe Trans-Baikalia the auriferous gravel has been worked 
since 1/77, and the quantities oht.unecl are now inc’easing year 
by year. The yearly output is 230 poods, of which half is from 
Crown mines. There are 8r mines in the Bar/.u/.insk district, 
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aiul furtlicr east, in tlie Nerclunsk district, llie nehesf, 32 of 
wliicli belong' to the Crown. 

• The Anuir ten itory ranks tliird ainoiyti; tile .tjolcl producin'' 
rejtions of tlie Em[in'e. 11 comprises the mines on the Jalonda 
and Oldoi rivers, discovered in 1H66 ; of the Zeya, fonntl 1863 ; 
of die Bureya, 1874 ; the tviton aurl Bid|an, 1866. The Xtko- 
laievsk region is really part of the littoral len itory, heinj.; chietly 
on the An«ann, some 220 miles from the town, with mines 
having; ;♦ total output of 100 poods. * 

Brospectmn and e.xplorinj' e.xpedilions have found void m 
Kamchatka, all alonv Un.- B.ieihc Littoral, and in the vreal Hay 
known as the Sea ol OTikotsk, is the Brisk district, which was 
thrown open in 189S lo^priv.it# e.xploitation, and peremptorily 
closed by televr.iplnc order in 1901. 'I'he Bssnri basin 
contains i^old, and *lhe territory has been worked bv the 
Chinese from time immemomal, but the present output is 
inconsiderable. 

iMancluiria has rich voh| deposits, especiallv in the Khmvan 
moimtams, and in many parts these could be worked advan- 
layeoiisly by ihe simple vold-divver, but at present the country 
is closed entirely to toreivn 4*.\’ploitation, and certainly wifl 
never be open to the ;*dventnroiis {^old-c^ voer. 'I'hcyvold mines 
in Norlhei'ii Monvoha are also worfred under Russian protec¬ 
tion. 'I'he most important are e.xploited bv an international 
company^ revistered in Helvium, which .ivreed to return the 
i^old to the Irkutsk Mint ;md thus to the Russian Sttite. 'I'lii' 
workmvs on the Onon, Bra, and Toki creeks arc e.xpected to* 
clean up to tlie vtilue of |.'40,ooo in 1901, from which it m;iy 
be assumed th;it the companv has not become possessed of a 
second Klondyke. 

'riie melHiods of minin'' vary, althouvh it is principally 
placer miniiif^ throuj^'hout the territory. In Central Siberiti, 
which ma^ be taken to comprise both tlii^ vriveniments of 
Western and EasteVn Siberia, formin<< the low plain between 
the Brals and Ltike Baikal, Aredvinv is the usutil* method, 
nrediaers will pay with etirth yielding four doli to tha ton. li] 
the South '^'enisei district the average yield, based on returns 
received from over 200 claims in the district, is twenty-two doli 
to the ton. This, of course, when pay^earth is reached ; tAe 
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over burden to be recovered first will reduce the average to 

•eleven doli tlie ton of earth dredejed. 

« . * 

Tlie usual bucket, and also dip dredf'ers are used, the best 

bciiij^ imported from New Zealand by way of London and St. 
Petersburg. Tlie ocean carriage is of less moment than tliat 
OMirland from the port of ontry. .There is no duty on mining 
macliinery, and muci,' is imported from Holland and France, as 
well as America. The most important item in cost is the con¬ 
veyance of the dredger and other macliinery from the nearest 
railway station on the Siberian railway to the place reipiired, 
and erecting it there. Usually a road has to be made. 

Claims are issued only to Russian subjects, who may assign 
their rights within cei tain specified linyts. Having piospected 
successfnllv, and declared the lind of gold in the manner pre¬ 
scribed, the prospector has the right to ’that claim, up stream 
from the point named, and in* about nine months' time, if all 
requirements are fullilled with promptitude on the part of the 
claimant, the right to mine is issued. A company working 
such right should possess not less than live claims, or, say, a 
square verst, 281 acres, and have two dredgers. A working 
capital of £2^,000 beyond the price paid for the mining right 
should prove sufticienl, unless a roadway*of more than one mile 
has to be constructed, 'f'ransport is cheap up to the end of 
June;.after that date the demand for labour and horses in 
harvesting makt; it comparatively deal'. H.df thg year the 
dredgers remain idle. 

A quai't/, claim may consist* of four square versts, but reef 
mining is rarely attem[ited, the yield from placers yiroving more 
satisfactory. * 

In the Amur province the gold mining is of a somewhat 
different character. The jalonda mines were wbrked by the 
Upper Amur Company for twenty years, and some 2000 poods 
raispd ; the workings were then leased to employes of the com- 
pifiiy. Of the lifty-eight areas, lifteeii are worked by small 
miners, voluntary diggers who contract to re-work the area, and 
Aeliver thb proceeds to the owners of the mines at a stipulated 
price. These workers are chiefly Chinese. The maintenance 
of a Siberian workman costs about £100 yearly. The output 
from the district is less than sixty poods per annum. The same 
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company own fifty sections on (he Zey.i, and work not 
more than ten simnltaneonsly, olitamm^ by primitive proctss 
120' to J50 poods yearly. The miners ai'e mostly Silu-nan 
peasants wliose maintenance costs (.'120 a* year. Othei' mines 
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on the Zeya, Jalon, &c., were formed into tlie t'nited Com¬ 
pany in 1894. The Leonov jnine Jias piodneed o\er 738 
poods; tile cost of mainteiianee is from (140 to ^160 per 
liead, and 15 per cent, of (lie Tilrourers are Chinese. Of 
250 sections allofted in this district less than tifty iiave been 
worked. Tin* Hnreya working, some 350 miles from HLieo- 
veshchensk, produces seventy poods yeai'ly, (he yield beinn 
alioiit liiteeii pennyweiehti to tlie ton. Twenty per cent, of the 
diggers are 'rnngiis,'C'hinese, and Koreans. The Sntari ai«l 
Bidjan woikings are let to Chinese and free diggeis, who 
receive two roubles and a lialf for each zolotnik—ipiartier ounce 
of gold—brought in. .4 ejuarter ounce of line gold is worth ten 
roubles, or, say, 21s. 

In the Maritime provinces, the litioral tif the Sea of Okhotsk-, 
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^old is carried on witli difiiciiltv owint* (o the severe 

'winters and short snnnner. Tlie conditions approximate tljosc; 
of tile Klondyke, and mininjt I'as been actually eoininenced in 
Russian territory opposite Cape Nome. The workmen cost 
^'170 yearly to m.nntain ; Chinese, Koreans, and Yakuts 
number but about 25 per cent, of the minintt population. 
There are similar mines at ITla due north of Nikohuevsk. As 
in the Olekminsk distrjct, 's obt.lined by dittj4injt, or from 

the. auriferous gravel found m the river betls, the water being 
diverted to new ehannels in order to get at the deposits. There 
are also wmg-dams and other mining expedients employed, and 
there is mining by underground galleries, the gr.ivcl being 
raised to the surface by a horse'wmeh. 

Okhotsk district, with its ninety working da\s m the year, is 
rich in gravel gold; the smaH'iniggets belong not to the mine 
owners, but to the Imder who Alls to the eompany at the rate 
of three roubles the zolotnik, as they are entitled to do by 
Russian law, but as there is a little dust, the companies have 
thus to pay for r,using and washing the earth. 

In the I'ssuri district the mines are said to be worked out, 
for in fhe south, at least, the mines have been worked from 
prehistoric times, the .egion being a Xo-man's Land over-run 
by adventurous Chinamen gold-diggers and their kind. 

Probably all over that portion of X'orthern Asia which is 
East of IkiikaUgold exists in the alluvial deposits above the 
once submerged primeval forests. It exists also m the gravels 
below ; but, rich thougtr that gravel may be, it is useless to 
attempt to mine it m perpetually frozen earth as deep as that 
recently discovered by experiitiental borings, h'or instance in 
the \'itim district borings reyealed perpetnally frozen earth at 
a depth of 150 feet, amongst winch is gold. Elsewhere 
there are mines rich in this unobtainable gold imbedded in 
froz,en earth. ' Such mines cannot be worked profit,ibly. X'or 
is it prolitable to attempt dredging in the rivers where the earth 
is full of huge boulders, as is the Ussuri ; or, where lime is of 
imporfanCe, to devote labour and machinery to the extraction 
of the last fraction of gold from tailings. The best returns 
come from dredging in the u|>per valleys of accessible rivers, 
where it is possible to 'get into position a boiler of 150 h.-p.; 
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without havinjf to make a road for its transport lonj4er*thaii 
twenty miles, where the labour is cheap, and claims are plen4i- 
fnl. /There are such districts, and on them the !4ravcl may be 
treated successfully by companies possessed of a working 
capital of, say, £}$,oOo. 

^[uch of tlA- gra\el and^ many, of the lodes would he 



worked to t'reatest advantage hv ,i;ol^(-cli!4j4i'rs and small com¬ 
panies. Eastern Siberia piarliciilarl) lei’Is (he need of such 
woi kers. , 

The uiMiin” I’cgiilalions are so fr.imed as to prechuk- the 
activity ot such men proving; [^dlilabje to themselves. 'I'lie 
laws are m favour of capital, not labour. I.aboiir is cheap, 
about one tenth of what it costs iiv America ; (here is convict 
labour at thirty coficeks (ei^htjtence) a d,iv of fourteen hours ; 
eminrauts at 4'igliteen pence to two shillings a d.iv ; skilled 
• irtisaus, such as bricklayers and carpenters, at half-a-ciown a 
day. W’omjm labourers get a shilling a day, and women make 
the best teamsters, d-'rnly there is no gilt on flic east lor H%’ 
workers, whatever there may be fcir capitalists. 

rile independent gold-digger is not allowed to stji ( away 
with pick, pan, and shovel to prospect and to stake out a claim 
winch lie can work liimself or with a partner. Chinese and 
others have attempted ihis, and have Iweii driven away by« 
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Government troops. The j^olcl clij'ging as it nscd to he, and is 
practised in America and Australia, is Itere termed robbery, or 
“ rapacious ex[iloitation of Crown property.” Yet this gold is 
mostly alhivi.il, and much could be obtained by the working 
digger. Formerly the Government protected itself against that 
class by making the possession of gold dust a penal ollence ; 
now that the coiuihy is more settled, it leels itself strong 
enough to regulate the industry in other ways. 

Russian methods of taxing the mines h.ive been severely 
criticised both in Russia and abroad ; expenses are so heavy 
that the operations rarely bring in a satisfactory profit to the 
shareholders. It is considered impossible to mine any of the 
Crown lands pi olitablv, the C(;nditions of their le.ise being so 
onerous, and the private properties are not regarded with great 
f.ivoiir bv foreign investors. . 

The [irivate owners of land, who must be Russian subjects, 
can mine gold on their properly under proper supervision. 
Foreigners can acquire a share in theoulput bv forming a joint- 
stock company in accordance with Russian law, which requires 
that for pr.ictical purposes the [iroperty be visted in a trustee, 
a Russian subject, who bv power of .ittoriiev is empowered to 
deal with the property of the companvas the local authorities 
mav reepiiie. Fsuallv a deposit ol some C3000 is reepiired as a 
guarantee for the fullilment of the obligation. 'I'he gold- 
mining compa.’iv must pay the wages of a policeman for each 
thirty hands employed, a police inspe-ctor, an assistant mining 
engineer, a physician, and par,! of the salarv of the justice of 
the Peace ; must provide houses, clothing, food, arms, and 
conveyances ; must pay the duty of if per cent, on the output, 
in addition to relining and mint fees, taxes on capital and 
prolits, and take out numerous licences, general and local. 
Whoever having had a licence to prospect for g(,)ld in a certain 
defined locality shall declare a find and make a claim, may re- 
V-‘ive the licence to work the claim some nine or twelvemonths 
after application has been ma^le for it. From this it may be 
judged ihat the procedure preparatory to mining for gold in 
Siberi.i is much more akin to that required for working precious 
metals within Great Ifritain than are the mining laws of a new 
country. 
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The initial (liftieultics are of minor importance wlir'ii the 
vicld IS rich and the workmp; e.isy. In Sijrena notliiipa* as. 
ricl/as Klondyke, or the Rand, California or Ballarat, has 
been found; and almost without exception the workma is 
dilliciilt, .ind, the chVapness of labour notwithstanding,, eoin- 
parati\'eh' expei1si\-e. 

'Dfe Russian L;o\-i.,'nment is aware tljtit the diwelopment 
•is iinsaiisfact.orv and has reeentlv amenderl tlu' mining laws; 
the ehanu^'s chiellv consisting m the redirction of Crown-^hies. 

From the \'ear 1902 the lax on iMcli dessiatm will be re- 
diiei'd, tliiis the yoldlields ot Olekshim District will be taxed 
at the ratr' "s. 51/. instt'ad of 21s. id. lor each dessiatm 
(2.7 .icres) ; in the Amur reCi'»n the lax will be reduced to 
3s. 31/. mste.id of lOs. in/,; in the Maritime irrownce no 
ch.moc, and in otlier pi.ices to i.s. n/. inste.id ot 2s'. id. In 
this in,inner the l.ix per dessiaUn is, Ci^.nei'.illy spcsikmc, 1 e- 
diiced by about one hall, and in those p.irls where un¬ 
favourable conditions lor the exlraclion of obtain, the l.ix 

will In.' three ,md ,i half, and evrm lour, limes lower Ilian it 
is .it jrresenl. 

From tlu' same d.ile rov.iltieij m kind will be abohsheil and 
a lax substituted, in I'yopoilion to Ihe ju olitableness ol the 
mines, and Ihe owners of the allolmc^ils will be consulted 111 
.ipporlionnyc the lax, but in aii\’ case the l.ix so unposed will be 
less th.in the amount at presimt collected. '1 hr» obliealion to 
delivir ook! into the government mints will be abolished, and 
the free cucul.ilion of raw goki [n_'rinilti.'d. 

rile laws as amended do not exiend to goldfields belong¬ 
ing In ihe C'rown, leased for explodalion to pinate indu'idiials, 
or lo some districts of the Ti ai*s-Bail;al region. 

Rruate lalxoratones .ind rehneries ni.iy be established ; the 
lumiber of govei mnent laboi .dories is lo be increased, and a 
pioieci of improved lepisl.ilion has Inen elaGuated, the 
result of which will -be to do aw.iy with a inunber of 111# 
loi nullifies whieh at [ireseiil h.nn^ier the activity of the mining 
mduslrs'. • 

h'lirlher iiiformation based upon recent investigations by 
siirvewors, together with statistics and descriptions are in 
process of public,ition. 



130 


GREATER RUSSIA 


These concessions are good in a way, but wliat is required 
is A definite fixeejl policy. As recently as 1898 the Russian 
government asked the public to exploit the goldfields in the 
Maritime provinces. In January 1901 they offered leases of 
certaiiT properties in the Okhotsk districf by public auction 
Russian subjects as well as foreigners might bi'd, and whether 
private individuals ,or joint stock companies had only to 
comply with the regulations, and subscribe the conditions of' 
the leases. < 

On July 18, 1901, the Governor-General of the Maritime 
Provinces received from the Minister of State Domains, by 
whose order these same properties had been offered to the 
public, a telegram commanding him to proclaim the closing to 
all exploitation of gold and naphtha, all the territory lying 
within a hundred versts—sixty-six miles^^of the coast, also the 
Island of Sakhalin and neighbouring islets. The prohibition to 
take effect on the publication of the proclamation, which was to 
be announced forthwith. That the return of payments made in 
respect of prospecting licences and the like, must be asked for 
before October of the same year, and the Governor-General had 
power, together with the MinisTrof State Domains, to interfere 
in cases where parties had already secured titles in the territory 
closed, providing the titles had been obtained by Russian agents 
and firms. In short, the territory was abruptly closed without 
a word of warning, or any reason, to all foreign exploitation. 

The news was received with consternation in the Maritime 
Provinces, and many ivere the explanations given to me by 
officials and others for what is apparently a direct breach of 
faith on the part of the Russian government. Really, no one 
knew of any reason ; it was an''order from St. Petersburg ; in 
time it would probably be rescinded ; it was- a temporary 
measure directed against the Japanese ; but meanwhile it 
stands, a clear demonstration of the Russian offi/:ial attitude 
fowards the exploitation of the natural res'ources of the country 
by foreign energy with imporfed capital. 

As Mready stated the Government policy is not directed 
toward the enrichment of the workers, the settlers, or the 
adventurers within the empire. Its one apparent object is to 
‘increase the wealth 6f the State directly. The natural resources 
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of the country, particularly the mining of gold, may hot be 
developed. except in such manner as the gpvernment de^er^ 
mines, but as long as they remain unex^loited Russia is not 
the richer. 

Professor Mend’elieff asserts that the Ural region has 
illimitable sup’plies of irou ore, and sufficient charcoaPto 
produce from that ore several million toivs of pig iron ; but as 
* long as fuel and ore helong to the Russian government and 
may not be worked by private enterprise, the incfustfies 
dependent on iron may consider the deposits as m)n-existent. 
In just the same manner much of the gold of Siberia is, and is 
ever likely to remain, ung'otten and as ungettable as that at the 
bottom of the Black Canon of the Fraser River. Little of it is 
so easily mined that burdensome restrictions can be imposed, 
and certainly Russians* themselves are not mining so generally 
that the State can afford to exclutlc foreigners from engaging in 
the exploitation of natural resources its own subjects neglect. 
Competition is to be desired ; the investment of capital is still 
more necessary to the progress of the country, which, as 
often stated, has many serious rivals in the Far East and 
elsewhere. , 

Russia has so far succeeded in Korea iis^o prevail with that 
government to make its mining regulations similar to those of 
Russia : in Manchuria Russia intends to secure the mopopoly 
of mining^ banking and minting, as well as fflr all railways; 
Mongolia, for all purpoiies of gold mining, is Russian territory, 
yet any one of these countrie;# offersi the gold hunter better 
prospects tlupi does Siberia. Therefore in the interests of 
Siberia the mine^r, whether natK'c or foreigner, should be 
encouraged, lhat the taxes are too heavy is proved by the 
immediate intreased activity which followed the lightening of 
certain dues in 1876, and the stagnation which followed directly 
upon their .rihmposition a few years later. ‘country, and 
this industry particularly, requires to be nursed, and its exploita¬ 
tion encouraged, before SiberilT can make any claim to be 
considered any part of the Golden East. 



CHAPTER XI 


ON THE ROAD 

^r^'MEKE is plenty of trnvellin;^ Iiv road, r.iil, and iivcr, 
in Siberia. The coinn'on sal,illation there " Fiitieni 
Dorojki ! ” may be rendered “ Moving alont^! ' and the lormal 
answer, “ And mav voii do the' same !” afe indieafive ol beint^ 
“on the road," prob.ddy in reDrenee to the lonp; ]oiiriiev In' llu' 
_r;reat hi^^hwav wliieh was trodden bv the exiles in limes .i^one 
bv, but it truly indicates the Siberi.in char.ieter to-day. If the 
Riisso-Slays were not nom.uhc by habit -as the inh.dul.mls ot 
wide open plains they ouyhl to be, though sayauts conlend ih.it 
llu'M' people were not -then perb.ips the lone eomnuinie.ilion 
with Tartars and wauderme tribes h.is imbiied tlu' r.iee with 
the hkmefor waiiderine; which the Khissi.uis now undoubtedly 
possess, 

When serfddm was lirst instituted it was not an easy matter 
for the eoyernment to make the serfs keep to the est.ili's ,md 
locations to which they were .Nsiened ; later, w.inderme srrfs 
were as common as are the trayelhne peasants uo,w. Vill.i^ers 
go regularly to distant townk and disti icts to work, and the 
Siberian railways altord e.isy and cheap tr.msit to the h'ar E.isl, 
of which all classes make frequent use. It is not rare to liud 
labourers going from European Russia to Manchuria for a few 
months’ work, without any mteiifion of settling in .Siberia at 
afi, and this fact explains in part the heayy passenger trallic by 
immigrant trains from east to west. 

, Meiiti'ou has been made of the wandering mendicant m 
Russia; he is not a stranger in Siberia, and always collecting 
or the same object—a new church in some yillage. Then there 
are the vagrant ticket-of-leave men, some tramping back to 
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Russia, wlio, with unsiKa'cssI111 iiuiniLtr.iut .ii^riciilliirists and 
dishfaiiniK'd workiiu-ii, (.DiisiitiilL' llic ,L;u aicr iiiiiiilxT of* tin* 
tobt passnn^eis aldiit; the lailwav nnili'^lH',noind a i'kK' occa- 
siDii.ilIv, stealing; oiu' more olteii, and oei. npviip" theiiiselees in 
the interwils Iw ‘'eountiii” ties," as the AiiKi ieaiis sa\'.* d'lieir 
helonrtiipes they carry in ;u c.nnas sack on then Itack, sofne- 
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Ii lies hal.inced across iheir slii*)nldei U'llh anolhei lianeine in 

Iron! ol them, and ,il\^a\s h,i\'iny altar hefl the lea kettle w it I ion I 

■s • 

which no Siheiian Ira'.els, 'I'hev l.ikr- llle rrisilv and nhiloso- 
phic.illv, hciiye conh-nl with slow' pioyress and the cmnlorts 
Ihev cai I 'i with (hem, or can lia\ e lor the askm*e. 

Xo Iciissian will waHr if he can lind aiulhiny to carry him, 
hill, exci'|itino the Coss.icks, they aie 'liot horsr-men. d'lu'ie is 
little of hoi'seJi.ick ridiny for ple.isiire or sport at St. I’eterslnirj^ 
. 111(1 .Moscow, am] not enony'h m Vliberia. 'I'he 'I'artars and the 
Kirehis of the plains .ill ride; so do the Monytols ; some 
n.itwes ride <*11 o.xeii, some on st.irts both inar.d and leindeei 
— others Use c.miels, .iiid in .Moiyi^olia and Manclinria mules 
and .isses ,tre common. Ihoiiy'h rarely seen m Siheri.i ;md 
IMissia. 

I'he Russian likes to rule m a wheekal conveyance, or on a 
sledge ; driviiye i^ not j>enerallv rey;arded as a iileasnre, but as. 
woi k to be done by a servanf. The x'cliicles are characteristic, 
and all conform more or less closely to the national type 
This IS the /('/(,i/o, a four-wheeled contrivance of the simplest 
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construction to which the common timber carriaj:,'e bears 
•cloSest resemblanije. It is the mei'c skeleton of a watf^on or 
carnage, consisting c^f front wheels and axle through which 
and a bolster the king-pin passes. Instead of being connected 
to the'rear axle with a single perch, there are at least two 
timbers, and the hind-hounds rui> from these fo the axle pro¬ 
jecting beyond the wiheels. The shafts are hooked on to the 
fore axle ; from them ^o rope or leathei'stays to the extremities 
of the axle. A bow of tough wood called tliedii.gn—a*develop- 
ment of the yoke—serves to spread the shafts. This goes over 
the horse’s withers but does not touch them, and harnessing 
consists in binding the shafts with lealher thongs to the hames 
of the collar. There are no traces, aigl long breeching is used 
to keep the collar from slipping forward. 

No better system exists fof rough rofids. The horse pulls 
directly on the axle, and the tendency therefore is to lift the 
wheel from a hole, or over an obstruction on the road. In the 
case of a sudden jar to a wheel, the shafts, through the duga, 
both take part of the strain, and .ire not so likely to snap ; 
forming altogether a spring, the horse also is saved from many 
concussions the jolting of the \«ducle over rough roads would 
otherwise inlbct. Rxtra horses are attached with traces to an 
outrigger; on the left only, for a pair; on each side for the 
/;'t>/^’<i,,the nation.il team. The tandem is rare ; a pair of horses 
with a pole, instead of shafts, is seldom seen except ^or foreign 
carriages, 'bhe /c/igVi and three horses abreast is the Russian 
peasant’s limit ; when more Itaiiling stiength is w.mted, the 
load is divided ; if this is impracticable anothet telega is re¬ 
quisitioned and attached to flic lirst, if more, another, and so 
on, until the number needed is complete. To haul a large 
boiler in Siberia, thirty-live of these telegas, eachVith its team 
of three horses, were tied together, and the last one att.iched to 
the,sledge upon vhich'the boiler was lixed. 

' The loads taken, especially on long ’ journeys, are very 
light, seldom exceeding a few hundi edweight, and in some 
.parts of'Siberia i6o lbs. is considered a full burden. The 
liorses are small and often lack muscular strength, though of 
extremely hardy constitution. 

A travelled Russidn having seen what English dray horses 
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can haul, imported a Shne horse for a^riciiltiii al work, and a 
carter accompanied the animal. The man Jtad i;reat dit'licnlty 
ii» persuadin,14 the labourers to put on the /('/ca-f a lo.id worth 
takina. Wlien no more could be heaiied on, the horse threw 
himself into the cifllar ; the shalt-^, and axle all i^uve w.iy 

together and flic horse walked on with .1 lew bits of the vehicle 
attached to the h arne's. Subsequent aljt'mpts also f.iiled, and 
the horse was re-shijiped to Knelaiul. 

The* teletta is \’aried by additions for carrying; ]r,is'seneers. 
The perch, it llattened, will cany one or two sitlma .istrule — 
a inodilied bnck-bo,ird not nncommon even m Russia ; the 
perch, wiileiied to fornt a seat which is stuffed and covered 
with leather, makes of the teli^^a the ordmarv buck-w.ij^eon of 
Siberia. Still Inrther wickaied, so that instead of sitting .istride 
the passeneei's sit b<lc^v to back, ttonstitntes the true ilroiki fouiul 
.dl over the empire. The lijtle Xbetori.i, inlroducr'd from 
abroad, is miscalled dro|ki, its riuht n.ime is piohikti. If the 
dro|ki be lengthened, the .Moscow omnibus, the Imeik.i, a 
vehicle like a four-wheeled |,iuntinf4 car, is produced. If oiu' 
or two extia bars are added to tiu- tiiejta, and these higher than 
the centre ones, the result ^s the peasants’ tra\cllin_i; c.ul. 
Instead, fasten a wicker-work, bo.it-sh.i^etf'bodv to the fr.um', 
and the better-class countrv wa^uiTn is complete. I*nt over 
one h.alf of this bodv a canvas hood and the eovernmeni reeii- 
lation kibitka, or post-waej^on, is made. 'I'liw tai.intass is like 
the kibitka, but has a.box sc.it for the driver, ,ind ,in apron 
and tl.ip to the hood for the pi^itectuui ot the passenj^er, who is 
almost as well sheltered as though m a close carri<i,L;e. 

Ordinarily, none of these velficles have seats, and the bodies 
are detachable n'om the telega, so that m winter they may lx- 
placed on ,sk;dues instead, 'riu v ,ire ,ill uncomfoi table. The 
traveller takes his beddinu, throws it into the vehicle, and lies 
huddled on the top, .is 11 is the only cuVhion bcKveen his body 
and the springless Vehicle jolting over rough tracks. » 

The Siberian highway, called also the Moscow post-road, 
is the only made road in Siberia, and its quality viwies, bein^ 
generally worse the nearer it is to large towns. Other roads 
are tracks over steppes, or ordinary paths through the forest 
and over the swamps. That part of Ihe Moscow post-rittid 
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wliicli runs bv tlic Sliilka and Aimir betufen Slrctcnsk and 
•Kii^barovsk, is a ipilitary road wliidi cost 15 luillion roul)lcs to 
construct, but is alrcsulv in very bad repair, and in places kii- 
passable by vehicles owing to the falls of clilf into the river. 
BetwecMi Pokrovsk and Pnsse it is only a'bridle path, and of 
tln> 1660 versts 900 are used bv pjck animals thicllv. 'There 
are 117 unbridged sfi;eams to be ciossed, and only one h*is an 
efficient ferry. Evervwheie the biadges aie bail, and 111,uiv 
need dot onlv to be festecl before crossin'g them, but to be 
strengthened by binding up with a rope carried for the pni'pose 
which is removed after the bridge is crossed, as it mav be 
required at the next. * 

Spring and aiitnmn are the^\(iist sr-asons for tr.ivelhng by 
ro.id ; the first because Hoods render briilges and 10.ids danger¬ 
ous, the second because where there ai\»no bridges the rivers 
are too swollen to ford, too d.uigerons to leriv, and c.ninot be 
crossed until fro/.en over. lAeii along the Amur .iftei the 
navigation has closed there is ,i season when commiinic.ition 
entirely ceases. Onlv the antiimn beloie last a party tr.ivelhng 
west were too late lor steamers bevonil Pokroxka; they took 
liorses along the post-road, but wei e stoiiped bv .1 swollen 
stream, which coulc1-bi^ neither l.irtled 1101; ten led. .\ller sl.ivmg 
near Pjiikivki for a couple iTf months waiting for the river to frer /e 
over, they returned to the east and relinquished llu ir |onrnev. 

'The Sibenai* post-stations are little more th.in sliellei s, but 
many of the inns are no better, and diller lidin the post-houses 
chiellv in having one or giore s«p.irate idiinis for the .iccommo- 
ckition of travellers. 'The common room ot a jiosl-house is 
very much the s.nne as a waiting-room <it a sin.ill r.iilway 
station. It opens into the vestibule, with its double doors and 
duty porch. The windows are sin,ill, olten the pttnes missing 
replaced with tin, the hd of a biscuit box, or side of ,i kerosene 
can. 'The stove,^a prntiitn’e ai r.ingement made of sheel iron, 
stiiiuls in a box of c.irtli which is the rece]'>lacle for cigarette- 
ends and the rinsings from the teapots. A sin.ill deal table, a 
couple of«rough stools, and one or two benches complete the 
turnihire. The samovar is always available, and, nsnallv, a 
meal is procurable in the afteinoon. Some of these houses are 
very dirty, but the majority are passably clean, and, used as the 
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K’iis',i,tiis U'-c IIkih, li.i'.i- .ulr |n,iU' .u'cominod.ilion Idi l;iu'sN 
pn-p.irrd 1(11 i()ii”li li.ixrllin^. l-'.x orv li ,i\i'l[ri r.iiiii-sln^ flw u 
In-ifd iiiL^, .lUo a tlooi or Ikmi ''km la .i ''t]iiarc <'1 U’lt to ho ii[^oii. 
n 1^ llio im\\i‘itl(ii ,nu] lUA'oi mtiin^o]] law ol Sihoiia llial 
w in uoar ,i poi ^o II ha^ '')>i'o. 1(1 out I IK hodiliiir^ that plaor k hi^ 
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iiniolahK, wliotlni it la- m a }ii koii, ^slal loi i, stoainoi, lailwav- 
li IK k ( >1’ C( dll I IK )i i-i ( H nil ((I .111 Hill. 

'I'Ik- tiiiu' spi^-iil .il ,1 p(Kldngis(,' iii.ix In- no Idiii^'-i (li.m 
I K'l. C". 1 1 y III cl I. Illy I,' III 11 ^cs, .ic pi ic|-d I I \ ere yi 1 I k it 1 1 1 1 \' d.i\ ,i i id 
iiiylil, i'll! wljcii llicri' .uc iki Ihiiscs ih the iii.kU .hc li.iil, m .i 
iivci I'.ii 11K it hc cn is^ci I, I lici I the dcl.iN' I iMX’ hc l( II d.iysni cxcii 
wccK^. 1 Ik- yiic^ls s|h iI(! iihicI ol the litiiii s on thi ii hcddiiiy ; 
lhc\' |il.iv c.irds -,th y.'imcc lioiii .Mosko\ski diii.ik to vin't-j- 
until they hcc omc i,pi.i[ I cKi line.* II the wc.ilhcr In- line, some 
Ko lint .nul Irx’ to yet sport with ymi or iillc, hut nnoU.ne con¬ 
tent to hc re.uhny ,nid sinokniy, Ol p.iee to and fio ynimhhny* 
.It the liel.iy. .Ml sleep .i yri-’al de.il. I'liere mwer weie people 
so toiul of ski-p, so ,ihle to sleep .iii) \vhei«: at aii\’ time. 'I'Ik*v' 
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just waVe to eat, smoke, and sleep again. Some peasants in 
Eslhonia practiqally hibernate ; witli very little practice the 
Siberians could acquire the habit too. 

Posting is cheap ; the tariff is about three copceks per horse 
per vevst, with a tax of twelve copeeks for tbehire of the vehicle 
each stage, ten for each horse each stage government tax, wheel 
oil six, and ten copepks drink money to the driver comprise the 
usual expenses ; for an additional twenty copeeks the vehicle 
will pick up or set down the fare at any address in town instead 
of at the post-station. The rate of travel is eight miles an hour 
in summer on the highway, six and a half in W’inter and on by¬ 
roads, five in spring and antiimn. 

Government officials have fist calj upon the horses of the 
station ; next to them, those furnished with an official road- 
passport, without which few persons will attempt to travel post. 
A government official can not only take horses out of turn, before 
people arriving earlier are served, but may unhitch horses 
already harnessed to vehicles of the private traveller at or near 
a post-house, but not on the highway between post-stations. In 
practice the government official posting commandeers every¬ 
thing he needs. , 

A Consul-general, tired of the delays on the road, once 
persuaded the Governor 6f his town to allow him to be described 
on thy road passport as simply General V.—without the prelix 
Consul—beingtsure that the paper would get him better atten¬ 
tion. At the first stage where horse,s were not immediately 
forthcoming this pass, was [-iroduced. Still, there were no 
horses, not even for a General. In ihe post-house he overheard 
the master and drivers conversing ; “ General ?" said one, 
“ he’s no General ! Whv, he does not even swear 1 He 
mustn’t have horses at all ! Keep him here, Iwan Ivan’ich ! 
Keep him here until the Governor knows about him from us.” 
And Ivan did. 

I Along settled routes many people usC their own vehicles, 
hiring peasants’ horses; others take a peasant’s telega too. 
The price is often less than the official rates; but where 
horses are short at the stations, they are then very much 
higher. 

' Exactly the same-principles apply to posting in the north. 
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with roiiuleer and cions to draw the- sledni's. 'Flic actual 
travellinn js unenjoyahlc ; there is little cbanite of position* 
possible, no change ot scene, and alw.iv'j coiiMder.ihle risk of 
injury through tlie overturning of vehicles, particularly of 
the sledges, and it Ts not unconnnon to lind the victim of an 
accident lying up at a post*hou>e, whilst a broken hinh IumIs 
siitliciently to enalde the p.itient to conchgle tlie joiirncv. 

Almost evervwhere in the empire conveyances of all kinds 
are msulheient tor the trallic. Ro.id vehicles are no e\cc*ption ; 
though in some districts, where the kind traiispoit of merchan¬ 
dise has decreased, there mav be ,i temporarv glut of pe.is.mt 
carts. In towns the de.uth extends even to the isvoshchiks 
who, instead of claniopring t# be taken, as thev do m the 
Russian ca|'>ifals, have to be sought lor .md co.ixed to lake a 
f.irc. 

None will post bv ro.id who c.m Ir.ivi'l bv i.nl or river. 

To tr.ivel “Sibirski,” or in the m.inner of the couiiliv, one 
must be provided with a le.i-kellle, sug.ii, Iim, and preserved 
provisions. A knife is ncccssaiv; folks, spoons ,md pl.iti’s 
are ipiite optioii.il. llot-w.itei is obl.im.ible .it .ill r.iilw.iy 
sl.itions tree ; or, if i>relerred, ui.iv lie bought for three copeeks 
from the hulfet. • , 

'Fr.iin accommod.ition v.iries, but fs consislentiv nisiilhcienl. 
Hy the post-tram the lirst-cl.iss p.issengei h.is h.ill ol a com 
p.irtmeiit for two, closed by .i sliding door frotn the corridor ; 
in this car the he.id c;onducl()r travels, .md it stops directly 
opposite the buffet .it all st.ilions. It.will take at most Iweiily- 
live passeiiggis, and thev are usually ollicials of high lank; 
otiicers' wives; commeicial travellers on lown-to-fowii 
journeys, and foreigners. 'Fhe second-class carriages adjoin¬ 
ing this centVe car have veiy simil.iraccommodation for I.idles, 
an ojicn saloon for smokers, and anothei for non-smokers. 
The j'lassengers are oflicials, commis'sioneij itrmy oiticers, 
clerks, immigrants 6f the industrial and shop-keeping clas»; 
the third-class, similar to the sebond-class s.iloon, save that the 
seats are not upholstered or covered, and the bertlis are in 
three tiers instead of two. All classes, other than the poorest 
immigrants, travel third. The fourth-class has almost identical 
accommodation, but instead of separate t)erths the seats mak’e 
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l.ir'^e hunks iut{) which as iiiaiiv persons as possible crowd. 
•'I'lfcrc IS no tourUi-class on the post-trams except when east ot 
Lakr- Baikal. 

Rxeepinpt; lliose who travel lirsl-ekiss, the p.issenoers in 
each comparlinent r|niekly fralernise ; talk of Iheir Inisiness, 
tcH experiences, confer as to prospects, pood hninonredly 
accommodate each other to tlie best of their ability and render 
readily those little services which make travellmp in company 
apive.ible. 'I'he lirst-rl.iss traveller is not so conmuiiKcatne to 
fellow p.isseiipers. I le shuts himself m his comp.irlnieiit, or, 
if more air is needed, the door is opened, but closes almost 
antoniaticallv at the sound of a footfall in the coi i ulor. At the 
st.ilious, the lirst-cLiss passeiapers .ifler visilinp the bullet 
proinen.ide up .iiid down the short platform st.irinp pliimlv at 
e.ich other, .\fler a dav or so of thissoit of thine, the conven¬ 
tional exelusixemess ol the hiiihborn or hiph ranked cliinoxnik 
softens, and the passeiipeis torm clKiiies, or perhaps a pener.il 
comp.inv to which some mdivitlLials from the second-class 
carriapes ,ire .idmitted. 

Tiiouph seclusion is the rule there are exceptions, (file 
' mornine .i ('icneial bo.irded the tr.im on Ins way to take up an 
appointment in wcol .Siberia. He was-i (h eat Russian of the 
best type, a man ol majinilicent presrmce, excellent manners, 
and cliarmiipp conversation. A tall, broad shouldered, r'lect, 
vipoioiis man »,l sixtv, with while Dimdrearv whiskeis, smooth 
chin and spotless iiiuloi ni. I le was proud ol Ins rank,\ aiii of 
his apipearance, ,irid soiiiewlfat ostentatious, piviipp nimiile 
instructions to Ills seiwants in a. loud voice, shoijlmp orders to 
the station piiards, and monopolisinp the attention of the 
r.iilway officials everywhere as (he wav ol ('kikisiIs is. .\ 
younp enpineer, a .pradiiate of ,i iMoscow lechmral colic,pe, a 
small, msipmlicant-lookinp m,in, with head clean shar ed, be.ird 
and moust.iche chopped close,and decidedly appresswe manneis, 
wipaped thetieneral in com ei sation respectinp the dcwelopment 
of Silieria. The (fenei al w.is of opinion (hat practical men were 
^wanted fo exploit the natuial resources of the countiw. 'I’he 
enpineer apreed. 'I'lien he was a practical man ; what had he 
done ? He had been throiiph the collepe. 'Hie Gineral knew 
iliany men who hai^ been throiiph that college, and other 
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colleges, thev were not llie sort ol men wanted. In liis opinion 
Siberia needed men wlio could do things, so^m.im men Inwn 
tlie •ac.idemies knew wli.it to do, wh.il oiii;lil to be done, but 
not bow to do anvllnip”. 

'Idle engineer spoke out i^.ill.mtly lor bis sr liool : e\pei,U'nce 
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w.is nei'ded bv Ibe men tinned out, tb.il be .lyieeil, bill it lliev 
b.id .leipnred teelime.il knowledei-, if lliev nndiislood llie 
pniuiplesol ellyineeriny, w el (■ rimed m tbc sueiues, b.id ,1 
finid nnenl.il knowledge ol ineeb.inu's, ibe si bool li.nnmr; 
eii.ibled tlieiil lo imdert.ike woik ol :mv eb.ii.nlei. I Inw 
needed onlv oppoiiinnties ; witb oppoi timi I les to :ippl\ llie 
knowledge Ibev bad 'Mined, lbe\ wonlij b,i\e Ibe expel leiiie 
neeess.irv to eii.ible diem to .11 eoinplish wliKliwei t.ok Ibvy 
Wei'i' set lo do. 

The ('.eiier.il did not e'lnenr ; one' lonid no more It ai n bow 
to ni.ike i.niwavs or exploit Sibeiia fiom tbe re.iibn^ ol 
books th.in one could le.irn li^blino, or swinnmipe, 1,1 w.ilk- 
my, bv le.iibipi;. ddu' moduli ini ibods w^ie ipiile wiony. 
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Time after time, day after day, the discussion was renewed, 
.always upon or around the same topic. The General held a 
salon; on one occasion or another all the passengers iil^he 
car took part in the dispute, some supporting the engineer, 
others the General; neither succeeded in convincing the other 
—the debate was quite academic Once whilst it was pro¬ 
gressing, the train Was in a siding and looking througn the 
window I saw a plate-layer adjusting the metals and driving in 
dog-nails to spike thf rails to the sleepers. A tap with the 
hammer fixed the nail, then one blow swung right over the 
shoulder squarely on to the head of the spike drove it home— 
but the aim was wrong. The workman missed his stroke, not 
once, but several times. I counted. Of seventeen consecutive 
blows only five were correct ; one struck the head of the rail, 
nine fell harmlessly upon the sleeper, .two struck the spike 
untruly, and of these one sent the nail yards aside, where it was 
not even looked for. In small things as well as great Sd)eria 
needs practised men. 

There are Generals with whom it is not pleasant for the 
mere civilian to travel. Officers who constitute themselves 
•Tsars of the tram, secure fhe_best of everything, and even 
grade the passengers—having an impiediate eiilounii<t' of 
army officers who refleot their humour, haughty or conde¬ 
scending, according to the whim of their General. These are 
the men who rjuish to buffet^, who, until their own needs are 
satisfied, permit no outsider to be served; who’have the 
station gendarmes, and through them the porters and cabmen 
at their sole disposal. Most, if not all, of the complaints 
brought by travellers of insufficient food at Siberian stations 
are due to the inconsiderate behaviour of army officers. 
There are buffet-restaurants at all the stations of the third 
and higher grades, and buffets at most of those of the fourth 
grade and a few of the fifth. Then there are settlers offering 
fyi-sale bread, eggs, milk, cooked meats and fish, at most way- 
side stopping places as well as at the stations. The time is 
short, and the officers are first. There may be one or two 
‘dozen glasses at a small buffet, the officers take them, when 
they have each been served three times with boiling hot tea, 
others may have a chance if time permits. At the smaller 
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stations the only appetising hot dislt consists of meat pasties— 
the officers make a ring round tlie disli and dc^vour them all,«or. 
purchase tlie lot and have them sent on to the train. Another 
dish is brought in to be treated in the same manner. At one 
1 saw the officers, from the (ieneral down to the Armv-Siu'geon, 
form two lines h'om the kitcljen door right up to the buffet :.as 
each Aiccessive dish of hot pasties was brtmght in the serv.mt 
•had to pass between these two lines, the officers sn.itching 
what they could as <the pies went by aifd every time o^ly .in 
empty dish arrived at the sideboard. 'I'here were no more pies; 
the second bell rang, and as we disappointed hnngrv ones 
made our way back to tin* tram I s.iw two former fellow-pas¬ 
sengers pass to the fourth-class ^vaggons innnclimg pies. “ 'I’ou 
lucky fellows, how did yon manage to get pies when theie were 
not enough for the first and secon^l cl.iss passengers ?I asked. 
They laughed. “ Shall we tell hyn ? Well, we went round to 
the back, to the kitchen, and the cook, she knew the dish would 
never reach the sideboard wilhoiil sonu'ol the pies beingt.iken, 
so instead of putting twenty on the dish she put only seventeen, 
and gave us the others, see ?” So the biilfetchik lost too. 

At one station, when all the eggs offered for sale were in one* 
basket, up stepped the (Ieneral, “ How many eggs are there ? 
he asked. “ Eorty.” “Take them ii»to The lirst-class w.iggon 
then.’’ “ For whom, sir f’’ “'Hie (Ieneral." “ Isn’t there any 

milk?’’ “ Yes, sir, there is milk." “Is it fresh or sc.il'led ? ” 
“We havi? both fresh and scalded milk.” “How much a 
bottle?" “Two grivni’ sir.” ,“ 1 low^ many bottles have you 
altogether?” “We have seven bottles.” “Then take them 
into tlie tirst-class waggon.” “ Fiir the (Ieneral, sir ?” “ Yes, 

for the (Ieneral.”* 'Hie (Ieneral stamped up and down the 
frost covered platform to warm his feet. 'Hien came the 
women from the second and third class carriages. “What! 
No milk ? No eggs?” “No! our baJiy can’t.eat dry salt 
fish ! What a miserable, wretched jilace this 'raidiit is !” 

Coming out of Manchuria <i Colonel of Cossacks contrived 
to get a good meal at each of tliree successive station* whilst 1 
could not get served with even a dish of soup. 'Hie next clay* 
on the main line, I secured a seat at the large dining table of an 
important station, but my orders werehuffed 
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chik classed the company ; lirst, tlie General and the Army 
‘Oft’icers from St. Petersburg; next, the Officers of Cossacks and 
local corps ; the director of the Riisso-Chinesc Bank and die 
son of a rich court chamberlain, next lady passengers and the 
army medical officers, civil servants and lawyers ; then, a 
lon^ way lower down, to be servwd after all others, the pas¬ 
sengers whom he coVld not classify. A direct appeal to the 
restaurant keeper himself had no better ellect. 1 called for the 
compkimt book. The statioimiastcr had ‘that. 1 sent for the 
stationmaster. Me came ; produced the complaint hook ; 
heard the complaint ; turned upon the restaurant keeper—and 1 
was served. In extenuation the bulfetchik pleaded the com¬ 
pany ; there was the General, and the Colonel, and the bank 
director, so many people—evidently neglect of the oidinary 
was by no means unusual. In fact, he is so little rej^arded that 
1 have seen a bulfetchik snatcU away a bottle of beer from a 
civilian to whom it had been served, becausi' it was the last 
bottle and a chinovnik wanted it. My insistence served me well 
eiiouUi- A few hours later whilst waiting my turn at the 
buffet, the Colonel asketl me if there was anythin.^ he could 
brder on my behalf, as then I should get it, and no one wanted 
another such “ scaiiUaP’ as 1 had occasu\iied that day. 

Sometimes affairs are hot any better on the express trains. 
The General and the clili' ol the lust-class passengers take pos¬ 
session of the upper tables and remain hour after hour, scarcely 
permitting a waiter to pass bv them lii^the fuither end ot the 
car. They will arrive bufore tln' time fixed for the opening of 
the car to the public they leave when they are ready to go. 
'I'he civilian submits. On one such occasion having rung the 
bell several times without .uiy other effect ‘than bringing a 
waiter as far as the upper end of the saloon, where one of the 
General’s party immediately sent him to execute soiiK' order, 
1 kept the belhriurging. * The controller appeared at the door, 
“doming, coming!" he called. “He says so, but he does 
not come,” sighed a Jew sitting'near, so the bell rang on ; I'very 
one was indent, and the waiter came. It must be mentioned 
that according to the I'tussian standard, the General was not 
ill-mannered, but 1 was. It is ill-bred and impertinent to be 
otherwise than servile to those of higher rank. Being a 
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forrii;ncr inv iH'li.iviDur w.i^ p.iitloiK'd ; anv l\u-^'-iaii wlui li.ul 
(land Id act m the ‘-amc way would li.g.-c been seveiVly 
snifi’bed. 'I'he indnidu.il lias no nylits:^! Iia\’e seen a pooi', 
lynoiant lellow who b.id pioeided Inniself willi a seeond-elass 
ticket, moved bv IIk' eondiietor iVoin a eai i ia,ye ol that Nass m 
wbieh lliei'e wtie vacant |jlaees, to an o\'ci ei o\\ ded llnid, 
betaine this pussenyer was eoiisideied nijTil (Oiniiany lor the 
•“intelligent class” tiavelhny second. 

Knssuiis of the better ediic.ited class ,ire .ill .dike ni one 
p.n ticnlar --the “ic.il li lendliness thev show to those str.inyrs 
they deem of ci|n.il r.ink to themselves. Xe.irlv .ill loreiyners 
Ir.LVclhnn .icross Siberia cbme into this c.itei;oi y. It is.issumed 
llhil llicv ;iiv distinninshcd str^nycis, or Ihrv would not be 
llicicoi:! of mere cnriosil\’; Utey :ire rich, or they uoiild not 
travel hrst-class. Manv show Ihc^r passports or the letters ol 
recommendation reccis'cd Irom (*nc ol the Ministries- perhaps 
a lumiber from sevcr.d — 1 have seen an American produce a 
bundle of l.irye-se.ded documents, and after seemi; these, 
Russi.in ollicei s smile ,nid become studiously anree.ible. 'I'he 
greater the mtinraev, the better Russi.uis ,ire liked by stianjj;ers, 
for thev exhibit the most endeariiyu cpiahtics as lonj< as they* 
remember that they myst be on their be'jt behaviour ; and, as 
individuals, apart from their rank, thebnajority are really nood- 
n.itiired men. 

Travel amony the people, disien.ucl their imwiiilh manners, 
yet so Used to disyns|ni“ habits th.if they cease to offend, .tnd 
there will be found not so nuicli* to admire as to love. They 
are so verv human, 'buck your trousers into j.ick-hools, pul 
on a pe.ikcd eap and as a Iranici’try to beat your w.iy a few 
d.iys' journey, aiurm .1 very short lime you will know how if is 
the arni\’ olhcfrs are so hated by the people. 

.Army oflicers, although always the most consjiicuoiis of 
tr.iveliers, constitute but a small minority’of tlij.' ptissenueis by 
ordinary trams. tJoniy e.ist are all sorts and condilKins ofc 
people ; some to settle there, sotne seeking work, some ytoinjy 
out to situ.itions or to take up yoyernnient a|ipomtmc1its ; the 
wives of naval oflicers kjomu to Vladivostok to join their hus¬ 
bands whose ships have been ordered to the Pacilic Station ; 
.idventiirers and adventuresses of all scafts determined upon' 
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amending their fortunes in Siberia. Of commercial travellers 
• vel'y few, and of tourists scarce any. 

Russians have large families and travel with them. Women 
and children seem to form a majority of the settlers. One 
doctor, the medical oflicer of a district, used to bring two or 
three of his family to table in turns; mama, ciid the same. I 
never saw all together—with the nurse his party numbered 
si.xteen. A tradesman used to come soinetimes with one little 
girl, sometimes with another, to purchase part of the midday 
meal at the buffet. 'I’lie girl carried a pad into which about 
half a gallon of cabbage or beetroot soup would be emptied ; 
a dozen meat pies generally compieted the purchase, but at 
almost every slopping place he was buying eggs, milk, sausage, 
1 oast fowl and huge loaves of bread. He had eight d.uighters 
and a baby boy ; his wife, I'.er two sisters and other relatives 
made the (larly a strong one, even for Siberia. 

There is a wonderful sameness about Siberian scenery ; it 
iliiickly palls upon the tourist, 'f'lie stations ai e all very much 
alike, differing chiellv in size from the terminus, a station of the 
first class, to the section-nachalnik’s oftice at a siding, which is 
of the sixth class, though not really a station at all. Most arc 
level with the line , a few are above it ; then though the plat¬ 
form IS level with the track, all the offices are on the top of the 
bank ; one or two are below it, as Nerchinsk is, then passengers 
descend by thghts of steps and long gangways to the station 
itself, a considerable distance away from the track. 

The bill-of-fare v.iiues but little in form ; app.irently it is 
accortling to olticial regulations, for each tncnn of the day is 
signed by the st.itiomnaster.- It is .1 sufliciently varied selection, 
but unfortunately the viands set forth are nbt always found, in 
this respect being like the porteiitious cards* of the hash- 
houses of Western .Vinerica, where all kinds of delic.icies ere 
enumer.ited as .1 maiter of form, but all the customers ordei 
hash knowing they will obtain nothing else. So borsh— beet¬ 
root and bacon soup, or shehee—sour cabbage soup, meat 
pies, rissoles, and steak, comprise the average stock of the 
Siberian Station ; but the larger ones will have at midday 
either roast sucking-pig, mutton, or fowl in addition. Vege¬ 
tables are rare, suk.V potatoes the most general, unless pro- 
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served mushrooms, salted cucumbers and fresh radishes are 
admitted. I'inned lish—sardines audanchovies*—smoked saimfm • 
and* J)ther tisli from Lake B.ukal, and fresh caviare ne.ir the 
rivers, form the availalrle zakiiski. (iood vodka is obtainable 
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all alone tife route, and Russian and French wines of stock- 
brands at increasini^ prices the fyrther ^last one travels. 'I'lie 
manaeement is lax : for instance, the notice that smokiii;.; is 
strictly prohibited at table is indeed exhilrited according,' to the 
rei'ulations set forth upon it, but the card itself is ^'enerally 
supported by jnatch-boxes and ash-trays, and tlie rule itself 
universally ij^nored. 

The solitary traveller is at a disadvaiitaj>e j \v<liencver he 
leaves his carriage his hand-baj^'eaffe must be f^iven into the, 
charj.;e of an attendant, or the co^iductor reciuired to lock up 
the compartment, otherwise there will be losses. Travdling in 
a saloon, or with a crowd of passen^rers, some are always ready 
to remain to guard the baggage of all, and never once Iiave I 
heard of this trust being betrayed. There are other advantages 
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as wcrr j-cc()iink-cl at sonic length hy Sinisimiiul Ivutlolfovidl, 
a ti'cst Russian, *Ahcr occupant of a coinpai tnicnt w iicn 
\vc were delayed one;day between Sliilka and Xercliin^k. ' ■<'he 
accident was of tlie usual type—the thud experienced dnnne 
one jdurney aci'oss Siberia - a lieavy j^oods train had left the 
r.iils and blocked the track. 

Sii'isnuind was ,111 a hiiir\' to reai h X'ladivo^lok.' 'I'his 
rlelay meant that the steanu'r he hoped to catch at Slretensk' 
wynkt hax'e left Iw the time om' tram reached that ..tei'imnns. 
'The water 111 the river was low ; there imyht not be any 
steamers, but if some of ns 1401114 the same wav clubbed 
toaefher and hired a row boaf we ciiiild llo.it down the river to 
I’okrovka, where there were snye to be m.iil-bo.its to Khabarovsk. 
Nikolai Xikolaivich, a 1111111114 engineer 401114 to the 4old inmes 
near the month ol the river,'had not ,111 hour to spare as his 
workin4 season w.is .it most a;\tv days, so he would lie wilhny 
to do anytliinc which vvonki hasten his lonrney. lie had been 
before, knew where to stav and how to man.ice ; lluis it would 
be to our adv,inta4e to accompany him. Another reason ; by 
pooline expenses for the tiansfer of Inyyaye .ind hire of 
vehicles, we should all save money in the two thonsand miles 
or so we were to frajel together. Injnvown c.ise theiew.is 
no need tor extiM speed,’'but the oppoitnnitv w.is too yood to 
be neglected. 

'I'here wen?others travcllnpy m die same direction. Nikanoi 
Nikolaivich, .111 olhcial ol the R.istei n-Chinese r.nlw.iv on his 
way to Kharbni ; Nade|da I’.xviovna, w ith her two-months old 
b.iby and a nnrse, lor the s.nne destination where her husband, 
an army ofticer, was st.itiOned. Evdokia Mikh.'nlovn.i, the 
wile of an engineer, ,ilso 401114 to Manchnri.'i ; I’eier 1 ’etrovich, 
an accountant at the State Hank .it Hlapov eshchtiisk, and \'asih 
Vasihevich, a leader of the Bar m the .\ninrski dotrict onr 
jiarty was to yompiase these and olhers. \'asih, the yreat 
•lawyer would be a decided aci,|nisition. ' 'I'lins far he had dis- 
tinenished hmiself by beni4 .I'iw.iys lirst 111 the buffet, a feat he 
accomplished by stndyin4 the tiire-t.ible, and some time before 
the tram drew np, blocking the e.xit from the corridor with Ins 
enormous bulk. Xikanor, by reason of his railway knowled4e 
would be a lower ol*stren4th. He was an excellent companion, 
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p.ii Iv w.is due lo pci'missKiii liccn ^ivcii fiU' to make lllr 

lakc-leriv hv the l.irpc'i, vessel, wliiKt ill tlic ollici pasM-ii^ici s 
liad hiiii iiislifd mil) llii- lilllc ^k-.micr.. In, aliieli lias miv 
sc.inU saloon ai'coiuinodation. II uas a rainv, sloi mv day ; 
llu- vcssi-l was oveicrowik'd and ;rll passenj^ers had a wiaUlu-d 
passage ; llicn, lluTui^h Ihc . I slai tod lon}^ hofoi o llio luiikiil, 

llio laia^or ship armed liisl, and lliiis placed al inv disposal 
the clioioo ol heiilis in the ham. 

Iiisload of ariiviiio in the afleriioon’the pysl-li .iiii reachi d 
the eastern lermimis'of the Sihei lan railway an hour after iiiui- 
nyoht. As at likiilsk, the staliort is on one side of the mer, the 
town the other, but at Slrel'eiisk Iheie is no bridf^e. 'Miei e wei e 
no vehicles waitiny; ; the ollicials did not sicm lo know w'liether 
or not ihere ware steamers m the meis-lhev Ihoneht one had 
.11 rived and one piivate sleailler on;.jhl lo ha\e lell with till- 
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mails. Vasili sent his servant to the town to get telegas for his 
' i immigrants shouldered their sacks and walkc^doff 

to the “homes ” on the ridge above the railway. Our precon¬ 
certed plan broke down at the outset—every one thought only 
of self. When dawn broke a thick mist liung over the river. 
The passengers ran down to the fefry to secure the carts :|,s they 
arrived. Then they were loaded up—and 1 was left. A Cossack 
boy with a telega camp up from his home on the railway side of 
thy river, and 1 secured him whilst the other passengers were 
waiting at the ferry the arrival of other carts. He had a light 
load, and overtook the others before reaching the river. The 
ferry-boat was a barge anchored mid-stream on a long cable ; 
simply by putting the helm over the current forces it from one 
side of the river to the other—there are many such sauioU'ti in 
Siberia. Arrived on the town side, Nikolai went at once to the 
steamers ; Sigismund and theV)thers watched the carts with the 
luggage tfoundering through a foot of mud everywhere, and in 
places sinking up to the axles in water-holes; Vasili and I 
walked to the Dalni Vostok, the only hotel Stretensk possesses. 
The driver of my cart, having the lightest load, was the first to 
arrive at tlje hotel ; there was only one room vacant, and he 
had secured that for me. As a niattertrf course 1 invited the 
others to share the accommodation, and from that time I 
became an associate of the tuicL Our plan of action was 
always the sairte : on arriving at a stopping place, Nikolai as 
knowing it best, was first ashore, got into the first vehicle at 
hand and drove as fast as he (?ould to secure the best available 
accommodation ; Nikanor bargained for carts ; Sigismund and 
myself saw to the safe loading and conveyance of the baggage. 
We purchased the necessary food at wholesale for the party ; 
dined together, made one b.irgain, and, where'needed, one 
complaiiu, so got better accommodation on trains, ships, and 
in .hotels than any one of us singly would have been able to 
s'Lcure throughout the journey. 

Two ships only w'ere at Stretensk; the larger, not bigger 
.than a steamer on the upper Thames, was already full, and she 
towed a barge about as big as a Thames randan, which had 
already its full complement. The other steamer was even 
smaller ; a new’ stern-wheel craft built and engined on the 
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Amur ;uid drawing when light less than eighteen inches of 
water. The fare to Blagoveshchensk was tei* roubles on dcAk ;• 
thSrc was no saloon, and the only deck (^abin, just in front of 
the funnel, was taken for iiftv roubles in addition to the fare by 
Nadejda Pavlovna for herself, her baby, and Kvdoki.i Mikhail¬ 
ovna. These Tares are les;« than the regul.ition r.ites by tlie 
mail-steamers, which are 24; 12; ,uid (1 roubles for first, 

second and third cl.iss respectivelv, but the .icconnnoil.ition 
was onK* third class* and there are no fixed r.ites for the season. 
On the next vov.ige this s.une steamer lllled ,it once at twenty- 
live roubles ahead for the same distance, iifio versts. 

From Blagoveshchensk to Khabarovsk we travelled by the 
mail steamers, pitt veist^ for nii*e roubles twenty-three copeeks, 
second-class ; double that tare is charged for first class, and 
half for third. Those who inteinl to inaki' the journey should 
lake the smallest, or indeed aiiv»pnv.ile bo.it when the water is 
low; and avail themselves of the supei lor accommodation of 
the mail-sleamers at those seasons only when there is plenty of 
water in the river, fhe dilleience between tiu'higlust Hood 
and lowest summer depth recorded, is loi1y-one feel. 

'file continuation of the railw.iy by the Shilka and .Aimii* 
rivers will some d.iv l*ave to be underl.J<i*i, .is the rivers .ire 
silting up, and each year there is *less snow, owing to the 
destruction of the forests, and conset|nently less w.iler.^ 'fins 
is true of .all the navigable rivers ol .Siberi.i, .iiftl ol the K.ima 
and Volga in Kurojieaji Russia. 'I'he post-steamers are too 
large, and for weeks together aiT' kiid uji in pools im.ible to pass 
either up or down to the settlements on the river banks, 'fhc 
traffic, passengers and goods, thciVfore p.isses into the hands of 
the private companies. It must also be s.ud th.it the capt.iins 
of the government bo,its will not take the risks the owner of a 
private boat wall run. A mail-steamer drawing only 3^ feef has 
not attempted a shallow where the mininuuu d*epth was live 
feet, 'file private steamer wall attempt a passage on a fe*v' 
inches margin ; if she gets aground she backs off —if she can. 
If she touches a bank or tioiilder, she exiiects to be carried^ 
over the obstruction by the wave she has left in her wake. 
Going dowai the Amur when the water is low is as exciting as 
skating over thin ice. With good luck yTni m.iy make a lecoial 
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p;i^s;i}^c ; with bad luck you may be on a saiulliank until all 
•the*provisions are*consume(l, until the (leek pas^en^4e|■s become 
him^fry and riotous, apd you escape robbery .md de.ith by p^y- 
inu salvai^e rates to some passm|;' steamer or raft. Beni“ 
myself *111 no particular hurry, 1 h.id the baVren satislaction 01 
the e|uickest passage m the moirth, and met Euiison, the 
American boy who* was racniLt round the world, with his 
pacers towm<t a leaky irunt up-stream, pist as llioui;h they were 
out for an afternoon’s holiday at 'rwickenham. Ills* steamer 
was passed fast aj^round a lew yersts lurther down. Ihe route 
by the river Amur does not lurnish a through connection 
between etist and west ; it is merely a makeshilt until the rail¬ 
way is opened lor general Ir.diic. I'lie liver has 120 known 
shallows, or ‘ perekat,’ :md each steamer's pilot takes the channel 
he thinks to be the deepest. • 

'I'here was no attempt .it cinufoii on bo.ird Ihe little pin.ile 
steamer. W’e just threw 0111 beddmy down m a eorner, and 
for nine nij^hts I slept on a pi.ink o\ci Ihe m.nn li.itch. Ihe 
boiler was separ.ited by a bit ol thin m.ilch-bo.u dniy Ironi Hit'' 
c.ibin, in which tlniiy-one people slept ; the h,itches were pai lly 
Ml, and m the bilpes eleven more people l.iy huddled like 
bl.icks 111 .1 slaxe ‘diuiw -most weie •leiwsi.ins, some weie 
Creeks, three were Chinese. 'I'he little fore-c.ibin under Ihe 
wheel-house held nine, and the upper, or Inn 1 ic.me deck, w.is 
packed with as many ol all soils,md conditions of 1111211, w omen 
and children as could crowd upon it.. In .ill 1(13 [i.issenyeis 
were cairied on ,1 ste.mior which m Fappl.ind inipht h.ive been 
licensed for 120 it used solely lor d.iv excursions on .1 non- 
lid.il river. I'lie only Iree s|t,ice w.is in the enyine-room, but 
even there, at npyhl, the crew spre.id out tlieir beddiny and 
slept. 

The captain’s chief duties were connected with the .leeoni- 
mod.ilion ol tlic passeipyei s, ,ind the pin ch.ise ol [irovisioiis ,uul 
fiiiod. He blew the whistle, ,ind eoina vetl the orders ol the 
steersiu.m to the ennme-room. * The n.iyiy.ition ot the ste.uner 
was praclfcally m the h.uuls of one man, the river pilot, who 
steered ne.irlv the whole w.iy, and ate and slept m the wheel- 
house ;md looked ahe.id throippli a .yroiip of p.isseipyers crowded 
round Ihe s.imov.ir ihi the bridge. He handled the vessel 
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111 HU ,i (I lyii'tcr ( )l .1 111 ill' Id .i^ null'll .u I wi i ii i ili*-, .ii ii I \\ ri r 11 icii 
piclail up .111(1 CDinrM'J to tlir end (il the next pool. ( )in e 
only iliil the ^le,liner i;e( l.ut* .lyi ontiil, Hi.it w.u wliiKt the 
p.isM'iieers weie lu.liori', and -.he w.u w.iiped oil .illei liio 
In )uis' work. 

.\ lew hours ,liter leavino Slieteiisk, hi-,it h.i/,e Ihu ki lled 
over Ihe rivet' ; at tunes it deieloped nilo lop', or w.is iin le.ised 
in deiisitv hy the smoke troin nninense, sinonidei iipy hTiist- 
hres. We p.issed tlironiyh tli.it loy; in se\,eii *'lax s, h.iuny; 
se.irii'ly as many ho'iiis’ ele.ii siiiishnie. ()i ihii.ii ilv il w.is nwl 
(.le.ir enoiiyh to see distmetlv I'i'om h.iiik to b.iiik, .iiid on some 
oeeasioiis we had to he-to when Ihe kind in.irks were' iiuisible 
The whole of the Shilk.i-.Xmnr is bno\ed .iiid liyliti d, sioii.il 
posts beiiie pl.ued on both banks .i lew lei'sls .ip.iil, but these 
.ire not of eie.it iisi' in tlu' sli.illows, .is*lhe i li.mnel ih.nines 
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after each flood. Sometimes the pilot would go ahead in the 
ioliy-boat and look for the channel, and having found it, return 
and steer the vessel flirough. Thus there was an element*of 
uncertainty aliout the navigation which relieved the monotony 
of an otherwise tedious journey. 

By day the heat was anything•fiaim 70 F. to 112 F. ; at 
night it was too cold*to sleej:i ashore without blankets. It was 
at night most of the passengers did not sleep. If it were not 
too dark when the vessel anchored off the Russian baitk of the 
river, some went at once foi' a swim ; the Chinese cooked and 
ate; the Russians lighted camp fires, and sang and danced 
around them until dawn was breaking—the long evenings 
round the camp lires out in the*wildern^‘ss are the characteristic 
feature of the Amur voyage, the most enjoyable of experiences 
on the immigrants’ long joiinrey east. On two nights only out 
of lifteen was a stay made neai»the desolate Manchurian shore. 
On one night the tapping of a wood-pecker in a distant dump 
was mistaken by a travelled Russian, a man who h.id been 
there before, “ so must know,” for the rattle of a snake, and, 
taking Ins word, the company went straightway back to the 
ship. On the other occasion the captain of the mail steamer 
warned the passeng?rs,tliat tliere were tigers in that district, and 
that they would do best tif remain on board, so the gangways 
were not even set up for the shore. Last year certainly the 
general impression among travellers by the river wi^s that the 
authorities did not wish facilities to be given for any immi¬ 
grants to land on the Mirnelnirilin side — where doubtless some 
of the li.ivellers had intentions of s(.|ii.itting upon unoccupied 
land and probalily ol founditig seltleinents. Then the whole 
southern bank was desolate. Of the once populous districts, 
the old Chinese posts, the forts, and the calling *pl-i<-'t;s, there 
are how scarcely any traces. At one point only was there a 
living being, 'other than Russian soldiers, to be seen. Ne.ir 
liobraia the house-flag of one of the ricer s’teamship companies 
was flying over two miserable Isintsas, and fuel was purchased. 
On the Rtissian bank were m.iny settlements ; none possessed 
any inn, nowhere was intoxicating liquor sold for consumption 
on the premises, and at most villages the chief traders were 
(jliinese. 'J'he Russi?m settlers seemed to have very little 
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surplus produce, such as ej^f^s or milk, to sell ; lor vej^'etables 
they would not accept any otter, and were *-erv slow to titide* 
at‘all. Less enterprising people are not often met, either m 
Russia or Siberia, than these settlers in the Amur Province. 

At least twice every day the ship stopped for fuel, and whilst 
from live to t^'enty fathoms of wood were being cariu'don 
boarcf the passengers went for a swim—the women up stream 
the men down or they went out into the wilds and gatliered 
dowers, greenery arftl roots, with whiefi they decor.ile?! their 
portion of the deck, or dissected for the purpose of ilhislralmg 
arguments on the relative productneness of Siben.i .md Russi.i. 
Almost invari.ibly the verdict was in f.ivour of the new country, 
but of its agricultural res^ources ^•erv little .ippeared to liave lieeii 
made. 

The haze did not prevent the Ktt.icks ol the wingi’d msecis, 
of which lliere were many kinds, from mosquitoes to horiu'Is, 
both on board .ind ashore, 'the most troublesome w.is tiu' 
green-eyed horsetiy—the pest of east Siberi.i. We jcissed 
many steamers lying up; r.ifts thronged with emigrants llo.ilmg 
down stre.un ; dug-outs of (iiliaks and other of the n.itive Silu'- 
rians, wretclu’d rough punts of the Russian settlers, ,uid betweeiT 
the Sungari and Lssur;, a few Chinese jnpk?. 'I'he log hid lioiii 
our view the wide river Hats, and lift; heights ol the Khing.m 
and Yablonnovaya hills ; the burning forest lilled the .nr with 
that nauseating odour with which the destructmn of sqiiitr h is 
connected, and when wy re.iched the lire itself theie was little 
dame to be seen, nothing like»a gen«r,d contl.igr.dion, but .1 
wide stretch of woodland deprived of its undergrowth and the 
bared tree trunks blackened from‘ten to twenty feet above the 
ground. The trees, though their tops were still green had 
doubtless bec*n killed. 

Between the settlements of 'I'sayagan and N'ovo-Vossin e- 
sensk, 860 versts from Stretcnsk, the Amur,runs tliidiigh a 
yellow sandstone, some of the clifls rising to a height ot 25^1 
feet, and some forty feet from rtie surface is a sh.illow seam of 
lignite which is constantly burning. The tire ne.ir tht edge of^ 
the cliff, fed by the river breeze into a llame, soon consumes* 
the coal, and then the cliff above, deprived of its supports, falls 
and smothers tlie tire, which continues*to smoulder iinti! ft 
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a,i;ain rcaclK-s tlic eclac, whci'c it will once iiKiiv liicak out into 
•llaitie. 

To the visitor Sihyi la IS ^low to reveal herself; Mi(l-Sih(?ria 
IS a land without a hill-top. Farther east the traveller e.\- 
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ehauL;. s the dry tlileh of the raiiwav tor the wet dikh ol the 
wateiwav. 'I’he be.uitie* ol Sil^r iia must be soneht out like the 
bie trees hi the .yre.it lorests; Ihe v ai e not .ippareiit to the 
j^aze. In verdure Siberia is r<eh, and the luitlier east one yoes 
the richer and more varied is the .growth. Saiidv steppes 
mei i^e with forest, then the forest tin ns to yloiiinis woodland, 
witll bri|.;lit };reen jiraines and hill slopes eoeeiedwith h.i/e-l 
and wild vine*. ^I'he ^lass is breast hivh in the meadows, e.iv 
^afli yellow poppies, orange hlie's aiul •orchids—white and 
purple in eurlless variety, •whilst biutterllies l.ir.ycr than 
humminj* birds and lirigliter lined, are pleiitilul as cabbave- 
*molhs in an Fnulisli lane. 

Moie mteiestmy than the 1 iver ami its banks aie the ship 
•fiul lier company. A hundred and hlty people of diflerent 
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r.icc^ aiul creeds, b(ith sexes, ,mil .ill .i^es Iroin Iwu moiiilis old 
h.ilties to tile .mdniollier of eie;lil\ ve.ii s, ,^|| lie huddled* to-, 
-e4l1ei oil less Hour sp.ice th.m would be coveied bv then 
ci'llius. Add barti;.i!^e ol eiju.d bulk; doL;s l,ii,L;e .uul sm.ill, 
eats, ,i tame h.ue, .md ,i Moui;ohau sheep the result i%a com 
p.mv (hn'Kllll II) keep toL;iltiei for .i week without ipi.iiiels .md 
sceu?s. 'I'ei, most sui pi ismu, ejilod hmuohr pi ee.nicd lluouL;h- 
ouf ; uotliim; m the n.iluie ol a hL;hl occiincd, there weie no 
iiu.iiieb, the mos> .uimi.ited disciissroiis weie upon iimlc 
absti.ict topus, and no one Ihoneht hmisell ill-lre.ilcd oi ]).n- 
ticnl.ii'lv l.i \ oni ed. The (.'hmesc kept tliemseK cs .ip.n I, .is Ihey 
alw,i\sdo, but they b.nulled |okes with tluai nciuhbiuus and 
beh.ivcd as the others did. riu' whole counmunty w.is ui.ide up 
ol r;i mips, the meinb'. rs iil which lhour;h i .ill \ im; to their eeiill e 
lor coiitnnious inki esi, w ere i.'om|i.imon.ible w nil .ill I el low p.is- 
senr;i,rs m then unmedi.ile vieimly. I'lie l.itlle K’lissi.nis con¬ 
versed with Sibiai.in .idveiilurers ; the wi\es ol .iiinv ollieiis 
.md Siberi.in men, h.mis e\eh,linked eoiuiesies, they e\in 
.idmilled to their ”i oup a ehoi Us r;u bl i mn the y.ii deu Ihe.ili e, 
and one ot the imel.issed. I'lieie w.is no possibilitx' ol isol.i- 
tion, I ill le eli.iiice ol pile.icy. I'he coinp.inyh.id peiloiie I*) 

i lib shoulders, and iii.^de no show ol ob^ia^me lo do so. 

There w.is a crowd of childieii 4h.il the tr.iviller m K’lissi.i 
,ind Siberi.i in.iv ahvaes expect to encounter. I’robibly in 
crossme from Moscow to X’l.idivostok by post, li.nn .md 
sle.liner, fie will at no tune, b\- d,i\' or m^^ht, be out ot e.ushot 
ol children’s l.niehler and wailyio. IJiey .lie neilher (|mel nor 
still ; they pl.iv, sc.unper, |miip .md ti ase i ach othei .iiid llieii 
ir.uenis as children .ilwavs will. . At in,my sl.ilions on the line, 
lU'ar the pl.itform IS a childu'ii’s ])l,i\yiomii| walli swings and 
Plant’s striik's to which the |uvenile passengers liiiiry for a 
short turn at every h.ilt. hA'erv item on shipbo.ud w.is vitiwed 
by the children as a possible playthiiiu* ,i stancljion w.is theie 
to be climbed, a cross pi.ink to be luuipeil over, a sla^ to 
tohouuan down. 'I'hen-is as nniicli life or mischief m the Rus¬ 
sian bovs and ,twirls as is possessed by child) en . Irom ,my 
country or colony ; irrepressible describes them exactly. ’ 
h'or the sum ot four shillm,L;s a d.iy eaeh, a number of us 
contracted with the capt.im to-be boa»ded - we were to h.ive 
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the same as served to himself. We had what he had, and very 
rough fare it was. « No cheap cook-shop in any town could 
serve anything so poor, and the fourpenny-halfpenny saloon’in 
the Mile End Road would he a revelation of high culinary art 
to that fchipmaster and his mates. We werd served twice daily 
in hatches of nine at a time, hy ono poor, harried, pock-fretted 
waitress who put the'lirst samovar on the table at 5 a.m. and, 
always heavdy laden, threaded her way silently in and out 
among'the crowd on hbth decks all hours 6f the day until she 
removed the last samovar about midnight. Nothing ruffled 
her temper, or provoked a smile. She was stewardess, pantry- 
maid, laundry-woman, and gener.il drudge at tifteen roidiles a 
month, and slept sitting upright,on a p;uitry shelf. 

The cook was old, and big, and muscular. She went bare¬ 
footed and b,ire-armed, and wlways in a hurry as a woman 
must be who has to cook several three course dinners for 
many people daily. She received forty roubles a month, and 
whatever else she e.xtorted fi'om the iiasseiigers who crowded 
her stove at all times with pots, pans and kettles of every size— 
few who dined at the captain’s table had the courage to peep 
itito hei' galley. 

As the little steaiflei,made its rapid pr»gress down the great 
river, the company of passSngers stood or sat gazing out into 
the haze, smoking, sleeping, panting, stewing ; lulled by the 
splashing paddk-blades and the rhythmical wheezing of the 
engine. In the bows one of the two Russian deck-hands was 
sounding the depth with a ninv‘-foot pole, and as the vessel 
neared the shallows those ne.irest the talfrail would look over 
and see the bright pebbled bed, or look ahead, where the 
rippling water broke over a scarcely submerged boulder. The 
depth was called in feet. “ Four 1 Four-and-hdlf! Four ! 
Three-and-half ! ” “Half-speed” is shouted down to the 
engine-room ; “ Three ! Two-and-half !” “ Slowly ahead ! ” is 
then the order; then again “Three!” “Three-and-half!” 
and the immediate danger is oVer, to recur in may be a few 
minutes, perhaps not for hours. Or suddenly the engines 
stop ; there is a sound as of scrunching bones in a power-mill, 
or the fall of rock from a quarry face after a big blast, the boat 
lurches heavily to one kide and swings a quarter round, then 



ON THE ROAD 


>59 


the wave borne on by the current hlt^ lier a few inches, the 
iMcinjr of the water and pebbles under the bjl^es is heard, and, 
still* rolling heavdv she tumbles into deep water again and 
floats down stre.un. 

That is not the wav of the mail packet. On this evei vihing 



is done according to regulatioii. 'bhc; upper deck, clean and 
spacious, is reserved for saloon passengers ; the peasants, immi¬ 
grants and peddling adventurers travel on a steel barge towed 
a cable’s length astern. The captain has learned seamanshiii 
on salt water ; risks he is neither prepared nor paid to take. 
Is the weather hazy, he drops anchor; the twilight that jire- 
cedes dusk is sullicient indication oh coming, darkness to 
warrant the same safe action. He understands his busini^ss. 
There is a feeling of relief at •being in sucli cautious hands. 
There is room ; there is comfort. On a deck chair, under the 
shade of an awning, with the river breeze fanning the cheeks, a‘ 
novel to read, a cup of cotfee to sip, ice in the locker and 
cigars at the buffet, it is civihsution oi*ce more. From the 
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hndLie dik' luar^ music ; the accorcliDii, tlic niclodcon, the 
.liapp and vkiIiii, tljen after a lull the strident brass of a ('ici nian 

band. i\ll the nnisiciaiis are on their \v,i.v to Manchurna ; 

* 

IheiX', foiiiines await all. Meanwhile, what belter than a 
dance j' .After supper, the band is bron^ht on bo.ird, the deck 
Is eh’.ired, dam ini; bcpin^ and histw lone into flic iiieht. 'I'he 
ne\l dav this e.isv *lile ends; tlu'ie are sh.dlows. 'I'iie ship 
crosses to the o|iposile b.nik. .Another shi|i oiielit to be there ' 
to iiK'td ns. It IS not." I’ossiblv the i iver'is too low lior her to 
reach so l.ir. She iii.in', but she iiiay not, be .iwaitnpe onr 
arriv.il at the other end of tlu' r.ipids. Ilowever, th.it ni.iy be, 
this mail bo,it must relnrn. .At inid(i’.i\' onr leiepao,^, trans¬ 
ferred to the bary;e ; we liet.ike oiirsebes to th.it interno. 'I'he 
c.ipt.nn conies with ns ; we swiny out into inidstre.iin, .nid .ire 
then c.ist oil ; the c.ipl.iiii too le.ives ns, we lloal almost liel]")- 
lessly down stre.ini. 

It is unbe.ir.ibK’ hot. 'I'he only sli.ule is tint improvisnl by 
the p.issenyers with the help ol their beddniy and yi een-le.i\ ed 
br.uiches torn from the trees on the river b.uiks. In the hold, 
where Chinese, Japs ,nid Isiissi ms he p.nilniy, the thernio- 
lueler reyislers lyts !•'. at 2 o’clock, .md in nine feet of w.iter 
we tlo.il dowai sleri'i lywl and drayyiny I'ur anchor, for m tint 
wav only c.in these feirv-ho.il s.ulors steer Life on a yovern- 
ment b.irye is l.ir more niicomlorlable th in ,1 p.is^.iye 011 .1 
crowded pri\at*'sle,liner. 'The children sutler most. On one 
b.irye whudi yioiinded list \'e,ir west of Hlayo\-eshchensk, the 
inf.int morl.ihtv w.is fom .1 d.iy —.nul even y\'[isies died of he.it 
apoiilexy. 

OiKV more lot lime l.iviaired me. .A m.iil sle.imer was 
reached, .md took the b.irye 111 tow. The s.iloou p.isseiiyers 
\\eiv tr.iiisleried to the sU .nner, but tlu re the .iccommod.ilion 
w .IS' inferior to tint the other m.iil-ste.imer possessed. For 
more tinn a uionth this p.ickel Ind been pivmy to and fro in 
.j, pool between R.idde .ind Miklniloxski Simeonovski. Sup¬ 
plies had not lu'eii sent her , she h.id no ice, no wines or 
imner.il waiters, ,ind very few piovisioiis other tlnn the tish, 
‘meat .md brown bre.id to be purch.ised .it the settlements. 
Her cabin accommodation was poor, and the whole of the 
Second class saloon Miacl to tie yiven up to the women and 
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children. Bad as it was, the next d.iy v\e were expected to 
chanjfe tn another inail-steainer whicli had n;) saloon .iccoui- 
niodittion at all. 

rhen happened one of the most inteiestnio incidents 
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of the journev. The saloon passengers oh|ectvd to Irrnisfer 
themselves* and their ba,L:n.i,itc to the smaller steamer. They 
asked the c.ipt.un to continm-.the joiirnev down sfa-.im to 
Khabarovsk. He pleaded the orders to the contrary received 
from the other ship. 'I'he vessejs stopped, were made f.ist 
to each other, and the barne brought .donjtside, and its 
towdinc transferred to the other ship. Still the passenei rs did 
not stir, and the capt.iins had an an.^rv altei cation on their 
respective p.iddle-iioxes, each man strorij^ly supivirted in his 
arj^iiinents bv his pasi-enjicrs—those .ifoinit up sii -am wislud t() 
chanjfe to the better steamer. .When it was decided by the 
captain that if the exchan,ite could not be elfected, those .itoin^ 
up stream should at least have the opportunity ol ttoin^ b\ oui 
steamer, and we passeipuers back with them if we declined to 
get off, we all locked our cabins anid the ir.doons, put the keys 
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in onr pockets and stayed on deck. Tlien, for a time, the 
eljort to take possession of the steamer was delayed, the anchors 
were j^ot np and the two mail boats and the harj^e all wi?i»t to 
the nearest Cossack post. 

Topne one steamer was as tjood as another, and 1 mentioned 
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the Rict to Xik.inor, the ol’lieial of onr sm.ill eompanv. lie 
was indignant ; all the Russian passen_r;ers took the'matter very 
serionslv. Now, if any one were- to show siens of wavering, he 
would be pnmmelk'd b\- the company into .loi'cein:.; with the 
majority, or pitclu'd into the river. We must carrv our point 
or the eonseiinences mieht be serious for the leaders of the 
revolt against aiithoritv, if not for all. .-Ml the same the militant 
party hedged before I'eaching the Cossack post. If the captain 
would wire, to Khabarovsk explaining the situation, we con- 

se’nted to abide bv whatever mstruetions .were received. So at 

• - 

Mikhailovski-Simeonovski tint Hetman of the Cossacks was 
not called upon to interfere immediately, and a Colonel of 
Cossacks travelling on the steamer supported the other passen¬ 
gers in their refusal to move, so really none feared any inter- 
4 'erence by military f©rce. • 
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The next morning the.inswer was telei^raphed Iroin Khabar¬ 
ovsk. 'Phe authorities there did not intend 'to decide an is^iiie' 
so’moinentoiis, and inerelv instructed ,tlic captains to wire 
instead to l^la^toveshchensk. The same d.iv the answer c.nne 
'‘if the passengers'declined to leave it would be necessary to 
lake them on.'^ So we c.nvied onr point; and steamed awav 
with the cheers of the passen,r;ers from the other ste.iiner and 
of the people nnrjiiio in onr ears. 

There was ,i seepiel. Further down the river the b,irr;es 
were left ; and the p.issen;.ters transferred to the deck of the 
steamer towiiii; them, lint those on the barite we h.id in low 
had learned a lesson, 'f'hey refused to leave the b,11,t^e .it ,ill. 
S.iid their spokesm.in,if lirsi and second cl.iss p.issen,i;ers 
h.ive ri^'jhts so h.ive we. Why should we crowd on to the 
deck of yonr ste.nner for ,i few honis, when we .ire settled 
comlort.iblv here, where we h.ive been for a week i \Ve won’f 
i^et olf. 'P.ike ns dowm to Kh.ib.irovsk." 

The capt.iin turned to ns, “There, yon see wh.it yonr 
example has done ! What am 1 to do now ?” 

First and second cl.iss p.issciyrjers were not ash,lined, nor 
were they .inxions to h.ive the deck ciowded with ,i hnndred' 

t 

and liflv p,isseni;ers of ihe ron“hesf class., Rven the Colonel of 
Cossacks thon!^hl the imniij<iants wen’i i,“ht to object tochaiyi^e. 
“Why not t.ike the harne down to Kh.ib.irovsk ?” These 
were only third-class passengers, but they carr.ed their jioint 
tven as we had succeeded in doini;, and the lesson, one of 
many learned dnriny; their Ion,:; journey across Siberia will 
serve ay;ani whenever, as is certain, they come into contact 
with ollicialdom. 
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i ''llK SilxTi.m railw.iv-. ruiiiiiiiL; an imcxploilad 

it ^ .issunu'd dial llu. C(UiuiK‘Kaal iiitcrianirsa 
lulwonii wc^liTii Kiiropa ,nid IviisMaii A^ia will iiicrcaM.’, and 
tr.ulc rc'iilt, ['iidoiiblodK 'thr laailitu'^ lor coiiHiuiiiic.ituiii 
liavn Ixx'ii impiovcd, and tlnl^ iiinans alloidnl lor d(.■\^■lopln” 
tlic conntiv. rnloi tiinatnlv, up to tlin present little real 
hiiMne'^ li.s lasnlti'd. 'I'he .plowing [nclnias nl trade |’)n)^peet'1 
''eeiii lnlpo^^lble dI lealisation with prevailing; eniiditiois, ami 
fnr ni.inv veais tn eniiie Sibeiia s mil likelv tn laiik a-^ an 
inipiirtant inarket tm peiuial ti)KiL;n trade. 

Tliei'e i- a '•mall pnpiilatinn, miK a4 2.1 s In 215.3 tn the 
Ninie are.i m the rniled Kiii^dnm ; it s a pnnr pnpiilatinii ; 
trade,!' re'lrieted. 'The inipnit taiill s hir;!), ,ni(l it is .c diller- 
eiitial laiitt a*' a'aiist eeitain enimlrie'. In anv and e\eiv 
detail it Is siibieet tn innnediale alt/-ratinii, ,iiid, I'nrlher, the 
inei'ea'ed duties ha\e been in Me 1 eli H'pei tive. Sibeiiaii iiu'r- 
thanls have a"iiied me that not niiiv haw tins had tn [rav 
dntv at the higher rate nn A'"ds nn|inrted belnie the imtiliea- 
tioii (if tlie iiRrea'cd dntv w.ts ssiied, but thev ha\e also had tn 
pav it nn snods ek.ired, reeeived, snld^ ,ni(l delivered Ix'lnre 
'iich change was m.ide. 

It Is the p*)hev of the I'liissi.m ^nveriimeiit tn eiieniiiase 
home mdiistries, to niiise thosi' rec eiitK" founded and proleet 
those well established, bv imposing inoh duties on all imported 
j^oofls which compet*'. The taiill is not lor rewnne purposes, 
but for the proteelioii of K’lissian inamifaelurers. 'I'liis |Kihey 
may he wroiin ; the whole lise.il pnhev of the Kmpire in.iy he 
at fault, as some well mionned Imancial erities contend .stoutly 
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til,it it is, hut tlic result is the s;une so far as foreij^n nianu- 
f.ielurers are coiieerued. Improved method's of manufacture 
and reduced cost of pidduclion will not unalde them to secure 
llie imlk of tlie kussian trade, for by just so much as tliey 
che.ipcii tlieir yoods will the duties he increased. To yAm tlie 

Russi.in market and hold it successfullv, lliev must do as some 

• - 

('icrm.m and h'myhsh m.uml.iclureis ha\e aircadv done, and 
convert the r.iw produce into m.mulacturcd yoods within tlie 
Russi.ui Phiipirc. , 

Certain articles are not as \ct made in Riissi.i, ,md these 
h.ix’c some sale there, hut .is the demand increases with an 
mere.ised knowledye of the .iiiicles supiihed, so does the pro¬ 
duction of these yoods ,inei e.is(-) m Russia. Coods of a par- 
tieul.ir in,ike secure ,i s.ile, hut pioh.ihiv no eountrv is so 
yeiier.illv tiooded w ith spuiious itmt.itions ol the products ol 
renowned tori’iyn m.inul.ictui’ei's. TIk'iv is ,i possibility th.it 
the dem.md ui,i\' eveecd the sup[d\' .u.ul.ihle tiom R’ussi.ui 
mdustri.il r'cnties, hut here, .1 pun, the dr'Uiand will he tenil'io- 
r.iiN' oiilv, .md evei v ende.ivoiir will he m.ide to siipplv it with 
home-m.ide products. In a word, Riissi.i h,is been a market ; 
it Is a m.irket which Rurope is losiny, |Us| ,is it h.is hist that ot 
the Cmted St.ites ol Ai*ierie,i, .md iieillui' teihnie.d ediic.ition 
nor eiimnierei.il enterpiise will en.ihh’Riiyl.md to rey.iiii it. 

Russm-ui-.\si,i Is icy.uded ,is .1 properly [iroteeted reserve 
tor yoods J11 odiieed in I’ol.ind .iiid Kurope.in* Russi.i. d'he 
m.inut.ieturei s there li.ivv inthiener' w hich thev r xerted m order 
to elosi' \'l.idi\ostok ,is ,i tree poft, to pfevi'iit over-se.i tr.ule hv 
the .\ietie Oee.in routr’ to Siheri.i, ,uid in other w.iys to secure 
Riissi.in .\si.i .Is their evelusna- m.ii'ket. I hev ri'y.ird Monyoha 
and .M.inehuri.i .is soleK their own, .md D.ilnv, it started as a 
free port, r'lther m order to eneour.iye its yrowth or to rum the 
tr.ule ot the ChiiRse tre.itv-poit ol Xewehwany, will |Ust as 
surelv he closeil to toreiyii imports whenever .Ru'ssi.m m.inu- 
l.ieturers di'ciii th.it aftion to hi' neerss.irv to their own welf.ire# 
()ne ot the most recent .lets ol life ('lovernmeiit is to impose a 
dutv of IS. t)(l. a pound on ChiiR'se te.i borne by sea to 
Siheri.m ports, whilst adnnttmy it free it hronyht overland to 
Irkutsk. 

The ofliei.il returns of the e.xports .md *iniports do not dis-’ 
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close the real importance of Russia as a market, but, as evidenc¬ 
ing change, the rtdirns may be j;iven for two dates. 

Imports from the United Kingdom: 1888, £ 7 fi 77 , 7 ^)(> ; 
1900, ;^ i 5,94 i ,496. 

Exports to the United Kingdom: 1888, ^26,315,213; 
1900, ^^22,283,952.* 

On the other hand, it must be admitted that the Russian 
Government is mindful of the needs of Siberia so far as to ' 
adijiit free of all duties at the present time, such macliinerv as 
may be necessary to exploit the natural resources of the 
country. There is therefore an immediate demand for 
machines, implements and tools of foreign manufacture, such 
as : Harvesters, reaping am' threshing machines ; grain 
milling machinery ; gold, coal and iron-imnmg machinery ; 
the requisites for saw mills, bnck-tields, salt-works, anil the 
tools used in dairies, tanneries and rope works. The market 
is not likely to be permanent for even these goods, but acKan- 
tage may be taken of the present demand, anil those wise and 
enterprising enough to engage at once in supiilving the needs 
of the Siberian settlers will have no reason to be dissatislied 
with their _ venture, but thev must not expect a permanent 
market. 

Ihe object of the State is to attract capital rather than to 
create^a market in Asia for toreigii m.umlacturcil gootls. Xow 
and for some'years to come foreigners bold enough to risk 
manufacturing in Siberia will receive reasonable facilities and 
be welcomed by the .authorities. In Central Siberia iron could 
be manufactured prolitably for immediate local 1 equiicinents. 
Saw-mills are needed, but lifinbenng would not be profit.ible 
unless the production of wood pulp were also undertaken-- in 
the two combined with paper making, there is a fortune. 

IDeveloping the trade of Siberia is understood to be linding 
a renmneratrve market for the countrv's produce. Siberia is to 
ire a seller abroad, not a buyer from the doreigner. The r.iil- 
ways constructed and propose?! are directed towards the attain¬ 
ment of this object. Farm produce, grain, lish and game are 

' As regards general trade. Russia’s iniiiorts in njoo show a deci ease 
of about 4 per cent, on 1899, whilst the exports show an inerease of about 
14 per cent. 
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to be forwarded ahd pu{ upon the London market; the return 
trains will, be loaded with lAissian made m;buifacturcd goods.’ 
Every facility is given to the foreign buyer. The commercial 
travellers from abroad who wish to sell are not as liberally 
treated. In fact they are not wanted ; they may not trade, must 
pay ^a special tax—aboul* three guineas—observe various 
regulations, and be provided with special permits and an official 
licence. , 

The Siberian merchant differs but little from the Moscow 
trader ; he is equally intelligent, energetic and trustworthy. 
His capital is larger than that of the merchants in Russian 
provincial towns, and he is more enterprising and possesses 
greater independence of characier. He is a good buyer, but an 
indifferent salesman. He wants the lowest priced goods ; is 
not versed in the small differeilces of quality, and offers his 
wares to people who wish to buy and seek him out. He will 
not pay cash if he can obtain credit; the trade terms are from 
three months to a year—he sells for cash, but is not a believer 
in small pnvlits and a large turnover. Prices are invariably 
high, the lowest qualities of foreign made goods being especially 
dear, for instance, common envelopes purchasable ijnywhere in 
Clermany at two shilliitgs a thousand ariiusually sold in Vladi¬ 
vostok at twenty shillings. * 

The merchant who goes to Siberia finds the grouncl fully 
occupied., American and German linns started general stores 
with branches in all large centres-of the Eastern provinces 
more than a quarter of a centuf)' ago.* They keep fashionable 
goods of Russian and foreign origin, sell at fixed prices, rarely 
give credit, do a profitable business, and make successful 
competition difficult. Russian companies have followed the 
same plan and several are doing an immense trade, but the 
German linn with its twenty branches in Siberia and Manchuria 
has still the bulk of the business. 

'I'he ordinary Rflssian shopkeeper has year by year fewef 
opportunities to make his business partake of the character of 
these large departmental stores. Those who have technical, 
knowledge, and supply special instead of general goods, rarely 
fail to m.ike large profits. 

Foreign trading linns arc now heavily handicapped. They 
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must liave speci.il pLi niission to cai ry <'u Inisincss; usually tlicy 
nmil^t deposit a l.li'.tte stun m the State bank as uuarautee. 
Tliev must take out the local _muld lieeiu'es, cosimi; (.25 or /.’50 
a year, and pay aiuuial taxes tor eaeh eleik, traxeller, and 
assistairt tliev employ. 

W orkini/ from the Ikicilie sidi! the Ameiieaii lirms ha\e 
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established themselves thoroughly. Me>'is. 1-hnei v eomuieiieed 
on tlie .Amur in 1 Hjo as ueneial tiadeis and ti.uispoit artents, 
o\vuin|4 rix er steamers and opi-imyi; l etail -.tores m Rh.ib.u oxsk, 
RIauoveshcheusk and elsewliere. Later the .Xmenean 'rr.ulme 
Comciany appeared, and has wholesale depots at Vladivostok 
and*'ronisk. It is probable th.it these two tirms will unite and 
so monopolist tlje mar'ket. 

, (b eat Ilritam h.ts neither eonsulatf s nor eommeia i.d 
agencies, not, except at I’acilic ports, ex’eii tradm)4 lirms. 
Little, therefore, is actually known of the possibilities of the 
country as a market for British j^oods, since the foreigners wIki 
deal 111 Knelish maimfactiires .ire unlikely either to f.uoiir 
British industries, or fo make piiblu- the chaiacter and value of 
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their Imsincss. Already tlic trade lo^t to (heat Hritaio owinj^ 
(o its dilatoriiiess in heiii^ ollieially represented in Siberia nitist' 
anfount to over a ndllion sterling;. h'oi- instance, iiuicli of the 
material lurnished iiuhrei'tlv to the Siberian raiKvavs iiiieht 
have bei'ii piirchase’d in England ; tlie launclus and material 
lor the Circum-Jtaikal line And the Moneoljan raiKvavs under 
ronstruction could, and m all probaliihty would, have been 
urnished bv Eimlish manufacturers had thev been advised that 
yoods wT'iA' wanted ; whilst the tariff war of 1901 between 
k’lissia and the Ended States of America afforded an unex¬ 
pected and unusual opportumtv for introdiicmu Canadian and 
Australian produce. The trade which minlit have been at- 
tr.icted to Hritish firms was Jiverted to (iermaii channels 
because' (freat Ifi itain h.id no ollicial representative on the 
sirot, wheiwas all competing n.itioiis wa-re adeqiiatelv repre- 
se-nle'd. 

'The Eritisli manuf.ictiiivr is too often bl.mied for lack of 
enterprise; lie is said not to posse-ss business aplitude and to 
show no ada[)l,diililv to the e'haii^mi; conditions ol foieiL;n 
m.irkets. The lault is not his; he does rem.irk.iblv well in 
dilluailt cii cimistance s, heavilv li.iiuhcapped .is he is hv the’’ 
obsoli'te lisc.d jiolicv wl Ins sove'i nmeiit^ *So there are plentv 
ol Ivnehsh made' ^oods still sold u^ Siberia aiul .Manchuria. 
Hiruimch.un, .M.mche'ster, W’olverh.impton, and Xewcaslle-on- 
'bviie coidmue to suppiv some of the staple* manufactures, 
Ihouch the channels by which the. yoods re.ich the ret.liters 
m.iv be tortuous and hidden. • 'I'he Hritish export merchant 
obje'cls to m.umf.ictiirers [ilacm,n names on the wooeP they 
f.ictor—the ob|ect beiipu to [irevc'nt the retailer and producer 
dettme into direct communication, d'he Americans have no 
such scruples, ,is most of the articles made proclaim their 
oriein to all who c.in re.id, whilst English woods are paNed 
unrecognised bv the c.isu.il observer. The A-xceptioiis most 
weneral, were : Hirfmnwh.un bedste.ids and hollow-ware^ 
Wolverhampton corruwated irfln, and steel lovs; and sucli 
comiiletc' manufactured articles as machinerv, tools, steam¬ 
ship) tittinsps, implements, instruments, titters and domestic 
apph.mces. Still the propiortion of Biiiish m.ide waies to 
other foreign woods is sin.ill, Tut to *uicrease the sales it 
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will not he sul'ticieiit merely to tfavel the country with 
•samples. 

Apparently there but one way which promises even'ittir- 
tial success. iMerchants or maiuifacturei s, the latter prefer.ihly, 
shonlch combine and establish a central ' depot in Siberia, 
sendmn out therefrom trustworthy agents to* sell the j^oods 
at such prices as the market permits. It is next to impos¬ 
sible to trade in goods which are not at hand for immediate 
delivery, and custonuTS prefer to take what ihev c.ni* get and 
pay a much higher price for that, than order what they really 
want and wait for it to be made or imported. Coiiseriueiitlv 
the successful Siberian sJuipkeepeis carry immense stocks, they 
are pr.ictic.illy independent of r,ulway tr.uisport, and import the 
season's stock at one time. I he stores are tar larger, and some 
are much better stocked, than.those of l.irgc provincial town An 
the I'nited Kingdom. .At ['resent, likutsk is the best town m 
which to make a start. 'I'liere is less com|ietition there ; it is 
an admirable ci litre ; mi[iortaiit railway constructing works aie 
in progress m that region, and it has the trade of the goldlields 
of the Lena \'alley, the stepj'e f.iriiis of .Mongoh.i, .md the Lind 
route into China. .Ageiiei.d ret.iil store and wholes.ile w.ire- 
house for Tritish ’aiul other goods \i^ould be succr ssfiil if 
founded immediately uiukr competent m.in.igenient, and with 
sufficient ca[iital to trade foi twelve months. 

Ihe s,desman does not liiid lite e.isv in Siben.i. I'lie hours 
are long, the customers e.\actmg and distractions lew. .Most 
stores o|ien .it eight in tlie iiio»ning, some close for one hour 
midday, and business ce.ises ,it six or seieii in the evi-ning. 
Store-breaking is a very comiwon crime, pilfering is general, .iiid 
the responsible manager runs m.uiv risks. 

Buyers, cspeci.illy [leople of ollici.il r.iiik, show no con- 
sidcl-atioii for the tr.iding class, and m the best stores it is not 
unusual to hea]; stroilg altei cations between the imsalislied 
;p'my officer and the iinlortunate sho^niian, m fact, Ihe 
manners of the open market aiC- imported into the store rooms 
or counting-house ; there is haggling as to [irices, dejn eciatory 
remarks as to qu.ility, .md sometimes insinuations as to the 
vendor’s lack of commercial probitv. It is much to the 
credit of the larger fstab.hshfiieiits that they have as far as 
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possible aclliered to tlie* belter manners of the West in re¬ 
tailing. . * 

•fhe pioneers in the reform were severely handled. It is 
eontrary to army legulations for an oflicer ter s'rike a civilian, 
but when the olficef has the woi'st of the dispute, and is proved 
to bejn the wrong, when he carries weapons, and there is no 
superior to him in rank present, St. Petersburg seems along way 
off and most qii.iriels are settled immediately. An American who 
was struck whilst upholding his rights took the right course^ he 
neither struck back nor allowed his assistants to do so, instead he 
made aformal complaint to theGovernor-General,and threatenerl 
to imt the matter into the hands of the American Consul unless 
immediate notice was taken ofjiis complaint. St. Petersburg 
was four thousand miles aw.iy, but the offender was reached 
from the cajiital, and at once tentiered apologies, protest.itions, 
excuses, and oifers ot indemnilication ; the matter was prose¬ 
cuted until the full jx-naltv was exacted ,ind the ollicer dis¬ 
missed the service, since when the lot of the Siberi.ui shop¬ 
keepers has been more tolerable. Quarrels are of frequent 
occurrence, but are not gener.il, often bargaining is a mere 
distraction from the monotonv of the dailv routine in isolated 
towns; some ofheers <iever forget theni,senes, whilst others— 
well, army oflicers are not appointecr to commands in Siberia 
because of excellent manners and goorl breeding which, how- 
ever neces^s.iry to preferment in St. Petersburg, i^re (.pialities not 
indispensable to success in the far north and east. 

The loreigner with a general knowledge of business need 
not expect a living much less a fortune, from Siberia. His 
services are not desired. As in’ Russia, men with practical 
experience of certain manufacturing industries are m demand, 
and, whether Russian or foreign, can obtain high w.iges. It is 
not easy for them to .icquire a fortune, so hemmed aroiiiKHvith 
restrictions is every foreigner who attenipts to. dd business tor 
himself. Nor may.;ff()reigner be employed in any Governmenjt 
position. When .1 foreigner ii? indispensable, as he not in- 
freipiently is found to be, a place is made tor him by con¬ 
stituting him an advisory committee ; or the job is let out to a 
Russian subject who is free to employ him on (iovernment 
work. 
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For Western Furopeaiis Siberia provides no outlet. Men 
\vh6 can erect anvl maintain inachmerv of special cliaracter, 
may accept any reas(vnable ('ffer that mav be made to the'm. 
The wages will be highei' than is obtainable in England oi- 
America, and the work will be light. If the engagement is for 
along term they may “ drop out ” I'rom cmplovment at jliome 
altogether, and be forced to remain in Russia, or elsc'where in 
the Far East, until they have earned, not a fortune, but a 
mo(,lest sum which will suffice to keep them from 'absolute 
want. As conditions now are in Cifeat Hritain, the lirst-class 
mechanic m.iv do better in Siberia than at home il hi' has a 
long engagement to steady him during tlu' term he must serve 
an apprenticeship to the wavs *)f a (hnernment so different 
from that of Engl.md, but he must not expect to lind the E.ist 
golden. It Is onlv gilt, but, at best, the gilding is thick enough 
to s.itisfv the ma|ontv of mortals. 

.\t present the British .ind .\meiican settlers are so few lh.it 
the mdividii.ils ,u'e pr.icticallv isnlaled, and consei|uentlv .uv 
ojrpresseil bv thi- loneliness o| thi-ir situ.ition. riu- Ifnghsh- 
men settled m Siberi.i c.ui be cnunlid on the liiigeis of 
one hand ; there ,ire some at the English works m iioith- 
west, and Ekaterinl'ur;; and 'riumeii ar* sufticii'iitlv close for 
English settlers there to'show neighbourhness, being onlv 
twelve hours distant bv r.iil. Others ,ue lour d.ivs’ |oui nev or 
more apart. 'I'here is a Scotsm.ni at Tomsk, a \'orkshireman 
at Krasnov.usk, Irkutsk h.is receiitlvi h.id an addition, an 
English subject born fn Rii'^ia, and there is an English 
engineer on Lake B.ukal. Eight davs further east there is 
• mother, at Blagoveshchensk.' Ills nearest British neighbour 
resides near Madivostok, ,i week bv river and rail, but there is 
one .Amencan .stationed at Khabarovsk, only four d.ivs' sail 
down stream, and another Amencan at .\ikol.uevsk, about the 
saine distance Ik-voiuI. 'I'here is also an Englishman on the 
Uland of Sakhalin, and at least two in soutH-Siberia ('rurkest.m) 
on the 'ri'aiis-Casiii.m route, .^ll these men lead h.ird, dull, 
eainest lives like those of the trade pioneers m the Chinise 
back lands, but unlike them have not their drearv sojourn in 
a strange land brightened byfiequent intercourse with mis¬ 
sionaries, or the passmg of consular agents. Bo these men 





The open market 


173 


feci tlieir isolation ? Urtdoubteclly they do, especially those' 
wlio have not been broiij^ht up in Russia; tl'U)se who feel they, 
hokl* nothing in common with their neighbours, and whose 
longings are always for home and the companionship of people 
of their own race and class. Although unusually free their lot 
is less endurablj- than that the Russian political exiles, and 
even fliat of many criminals. Only those *of strong character 
are able to live on year after year and do the work their 
employens expect. 

Another type of pioneer deserves mention. The English 
govei'iiess, to whom is due much of the friendly feeling the 
better educated class of Russians evince for England, has 
alreadv penetrated Siberia. Th^‘ teachers of English are usually 
attracted by the high salaries offered, and most lead comfort¬ 
able, uneventful lives, in which the isolation from kith, kin and 
country is the most severe deprivation. There are others not 
so fortunate ; women whose passports and salaries are with¬ 
held in order that thev may not escape, and whose correspond¬ 
ence is tampeicd with so that help cannot reach them. Such 
instances are rare, and in order that they may not I'ecur, all 
who accept situations far distant from the Russian capitak 
should maintain frer^uent communicatiort with 'the nearest 
English consulate. There is also an increasing demand for 
English teachers in eastern Siberia, a demand the curriculum 
of the Eastern Institute at Vladivostok is likely to increase. 
Although there .^re few.openings for, young Britons anxious to 
win large fortunes, Siberia can utilise the services of many 
more who are content to serve in humble capacities, and do 
not mind an easv life cut off from communications with their 
native land. 

Of all foreigners the ca[Htalist is most wanted in Siberia, or 
rather his capital is wished. Of all persons he is least hk»ly to 
venture his money in exploiting the ifatural^ resources of the 
country with the prevailing conditions. As a foreigner he 
would not be all/wed personally to exploit Crown property, 
and the regulations by which the working of private concessions 
is controlled are not such as confer sufficient security. Tht 
foreign company, or the Russian joint-stock company with 
foreign capital, are both acebrded hfcilities for operations 
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denied to the foreign individual, but vlie professional eoinpany 
promoter lias been eftectually snubbed out. He has little 
better ehanee of obtaining a foothold in the Russian Khi'pire 
than has the vendor of proprietary articles or patent medicines. 

It will suffice to instance one case, tliat of the Siberian 
(loidlields Development Company, Limited, foVmed in London 
with a strong board of directors and £.1,000,000 nominal 
capital to aci.]uire and work the concessions of territory in the 
Xerchiiisk province granted bv the Crown to a Rus.aan mer¬ 
chant named Rershin. 'I'he Russian government not only 
refused to recoynise the transfer of the concession, but Mr. S. 
Tatistchef, the London ayent of '(he K’ussian Minister; of 
Finance, wrote to the Tniw^ of |.muarv 8, 1901, that he was 
directed bv M. de Witte “to declaim that the Siberian (lold- 
tields Development Companv, Limited, has not onlv not received 
Imperial sanction m accordance with Russian law, but, further, 
that the lmpcri.il Russian ('lovernmciil, while ever re.idy to 
t.ivour reputable foreiyn commercial and indiistri.il enter¬ 
prises 111 Russia, will not authorise in anv case the Siberi.in 
(loidlields Development Comp.inv, Limited, to operate within 
•the limits of the Lmpire, seeiny that this companv, both m 
re,yard to it's oriyin*and composition anci the action of its board, 
does not otter sutticieiit yuarantee of its standiny.” 

As a m liter of f.ict, it the concessionaire had the nylil to 
traiisfr-r his interest in the lease, and the companv complied 
with the reyulatioiis in toixe as to the^ formation of a foreiyn 
company, it is dilhciill it> see .what power, other than that of 
pure arbitrary riyht, the Imperial (lovernment had to prevent 
this company workmy. If tJie arranyemeiits between a com¬ 
pany and its brokers or ayents abro.id are to be approved by 
the Russian yovernment in e.ich case, it is unlikely that foreiyn 
criiTipany promoters will seek concessions or properties in 
Russia as lony as there'are other fields open for their activities. 
In this instance the company tried to acijuire other properties 
in the Xerchmsk, the Okhotsfk, the Bod^binski, and other 
mininy districts of Siberia without success, and at last went 
into voluntary liquidation. 

Ihis othcial conmiumcation of Mr. S. 'fatistchef has been 
■severely criticised on tw9 clfStjnct yrouiids. First, from the 
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lan^ua^^e used, it mi^lit«bc implied than an authorisation to a 
foreif^m company sif'nilies the approval of th« Imperial Rus!*ian. 
(l«\Arnment of its reputable constitution and its object—some- 
thin^,' more than a mere statutory declaration that the usual 
formalities had been complied with, which really is all that 
authorisation itieans. (i)flv,-rs contend that in any case the 
interference was a mistake ; that it directc'tl public attention to 
the arbitrary at tion of the Russian State in respect to private 
undertaking's, and so was instrumental m preventing' investors 
subscribintf to companies havinj' Sibitria as their held ; even, 
that it was the death knell of the foreii^n companies. It was 
followed by anothei’ bl'iindcr, for the Russian f,'overnmenl 
ultimately t'ave way in so far ^is it r itihed the Pershin con¬ 
cession and allowed its translerence to the Eni'lish company 
)irovidiiyq, that at a {general meetwi},' of the shareholders it was 
stated that the Russian Government did not recommend the 
propertv as an investment. The promoters beneliled as it 
strenGlhened their position lecally and enabled the directors to 
call up the unpaid capital, and as is usiiallv the case, the un¬ 
fortunate' shareholders are the principal losers. 

(,'ertainly this instance has staved company promotion in 
KiiGlaiid with reference to properties in Russia and Siberia, 
though the conditions themselves ;»re suBiciently onerous to 
deter most iteneral investors. 

Hriefly capitulated the followin;^ are the rexulations'affect- 
ins' joint slock eftmpanies operatinupn Russia : thev must pay 
a variable tax on the prolits—<.vhen Uie profits are less than 
3 per cent, there is to be no charce in this respect—and a tax 
of o'oois percent, per annum on the paid up share capital; 
they must tile proper detailed accounts, balance sheets and 
reports ; they may not amalgamate with any other company, or 
in any way modify the constitution of the company, without* the 
previous consent of the government, alid they must have in 
Russia a nominee pessessed of a full power of attorney per¬ 
mitting him to dea,! with the property of the company. Sugar 
and alcohol may not be made, and insurance and banking 
business can be undertaken only when special circumstances' 
warrant the granting of such permission, and then a heavy 
deposit is exacted as security. As a foreij'ner may not acquire 
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l eal estate in K’ussi.i, neitlier ean a foreiytn eonip.uiv, so, altiuiiinli 
.in .practice tins i> evaded for practic.il workiiiL; purposes by 
.ippointint,' a Riissi.ni as trustee for the company, there is I'eitlly 
no tangible security to offer shari'holders as nnaiantt'e for their 
iinestinent, and \\ ithont this the .i^ener.il n>yestor is nnhkelv to 
respond liberally. . 

Shares in Rnssi.m companies ni.iy be .ier|niied .ind held by 
foreigners, but dnriny the p.ist two ye.irs there h.is been .i 
neiier.d .md innforni “shiinp” in the m.irket prn e ot ,ill 
kussi.m secnritir s, particnl.il Iv indnsli i.d iindei t.ikmys. Coni- 
iiierci.il depression is ni some iiie.isiire the caiisi- o| this decline 
III willies, whilst critics .ittribnte it l.iiyr'h' to the lisc.il police ol 
M. dc W'ltte, the M in isicr ot bin. nice, w hose ci a inonncs, it in list 
be remeiiibercd, arc in p.irt imposed by politual circnnisl.iiKas 
the siicccssinl I'epris.ils ,nul intriyiu's of the politic.il pail\' 
oppiismy him. 

A sh.ire III till.' piolit.ible exploit.itioii ol K’lissi.i and Siberi.i 
111.IV be secniad in cither one of lwow.i\s. The lii't is tin.' 
forin.ition of [iri\,ite conijciiiics by |onil xentnu'is h.i'.niy 
siilficieiit conlidciice in the .Ktn.il m.in.iyci to liiisl hnn with 
♦then money nn[ihcitlv, .ind with sir h nisiillicient yii.ii.intccs ol 
security .is'm.IV betlorthcomIny. ’I lie i isks aie coiisidei.ibic, 
but if the propel tv fie pioperly i lioseii, r he.iplv .icapiii ed ,ind 
efticieiitlv worked, the prolitswill be coninicnsni .itc w ith the 
ri'k aTifl a l.iroe return obl.nn.ibic. This method is .ippln.ibk' 
to iiiinnin for yold, siber .ind basi.’ nnner.iis on |iii\,itc 
doiii.inis, and for wirioiis in(his|ii.il .md comnien.'i.il enter¬ 
prises. The second, better .idaptcd lor Ir.idniy purposes, is to 
form .111 I'hiylish C'omp.mv tp trade in the e.ist yener.iHv, .md 
estalihsli branches in M.mchni i.i, Monyoli.i .iiid Sibci i.i, the 
Siberian depots coiiforinnin with .ill the sl.ilnloiy reipnie- 
iiRails, and the resident man.iyer beniy the hn.il Iriislee lor the 
property of the conip.tny. 1 n tins wm\' by |onnny the In si ymld 
ol* inerehants, t.ikniy out snbsidi.iiv hceyces m dillei ent pi o- 
vnices, ;md iiKikiny a siibstaiilial deposit of interest bc.irmy 
bonds with the State Ikmk .is a yn.ii.mtei-, the yener.il working 
• expenses could be so reduced that the bnsmess done would 
show a l.irye |rrolil on the c.iintal acinally employed. Still 
easier would it be fo* the kirye corporations tr.idiny in the bar 
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East to open hranclics ifi these dislriets, where it is essential 
(Ireat Bnt,(in slioiild inantain an open maiifet lor herinaitn-* 
faetures. 

Wh.it toreieners need most is triistworthv inforination from 
non-l^iissian sources’. Xon-Riissian heeaiise reeeiitlv ,i f•()rel,^;n 
corresjiondeiit in Russia was'peremptorilv ordered hvaKhissian 
(lepartiiieiil to alter the time of lih contrihnlioiis to lih paper, 
Vnid not manv months helore a Ministerjiad ollleiallv resented 
the lan,i^'im^r;i‘ of the harmles'., neeessarv Consiil.ir report. 

In which ewr wav the loreiij;ner attempts to trade in Russia 
and her eastern territories, he must lorijet the existence ot the 
Secret Commissions .\el -it does imt appiv to this open 
market, liriherv, if such open irans.ieiioiis as are the rule can 
be so termed, prev.iiK in ewrv eliss ot business, whether 
between otiiei.ds and tr.ideiw or juavate individuals; it is the 
,preast‘ winch makes the wheels ol trade run smoolhiv, and he 
who knows how, whim and where to appiv it to advant,i!j;e is 
.leeminted the bi'st business man, and a-^ such is respected. It 
IS the Russian, the eastern wav .iiid prob.iblv is not more expen¬ 
sive than the British, for thonph eeitamlv if von wish to open a 
lK|nor saloon or put down ,i Ir.nn m, s,iv, \ ladivostok or li kiitsk,*' 
von 111,i\ haw to piiuirise the prmlepe iiwotiie w,iv from some 
one, the cost will not be so pre.it ,is tile eh.irpes on .leeoimt ol 
prehimn.il V lep.d expuiscs lor the s.iiiie rppht in Enplmd. 
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EAST OF HAIKAI. 

L ike the whole ol (laiil, (he.iter K’n^sia mav he (hvulecl 
into three pait^, ol wlneh the ino^t mteiesim 1^ that 
east of Baikal. 

The .ttreat fresh-water lake seems to he to the k’li^M.m 
Empire what the Sue/ Canal is to Britain—the line th.it duules 
the older connti y from it> ysre.iter part. E.ist ol B.nk.il tluie 
are other eustonl^, dillereiit ide.iN, and wilder methods than 
obtain 111 kiissi.i. The conntrv is too far from the capital to he 
etfectn.dly controlled ; the lorn.; Inn- ol communication s.ijys ; 

' the dist.mt pr.)\ mccs run on ,i loose rem. W’hen the Tr.iiis- 
.Asi.in lines are colnpleled, and the oveiland route to the h'ar 
East more ^eiienily tr.ivclled than it is ,it present, much that is 
now interesting to the traveller will vanish, and suit.ihic accom¬ 
modation for tourists he provided m pi.ice of the t h.ir.icteristic 
Siberian inns and the .M(|ny;oh,m caravaiiseriiis. 

The comilrv e.ist ol. B.nkaf which is nndei' Kiissi.m dominion 
Is most allurm;.; to those who travel for the pleasure Ir.ivellmn 
hrm;^s. People who do not mind things as thev arc, who arc 
prepared to roiinh it, and, whilst l.ikni^' whatevci sport offers, 
have neither tishinj^ nor shootma, as the I'hief object of fheir 
jTnrney, can lind no better Lind than that east of Baikal. On 
the rail, pcjst,^ and fil er routes there is just eiionah of the 
unexpected to make the joiirnev mildly cxcilmj,'; oil the beaten 
track there is the added sp.ce of daiij,'er from brif.;ands, out¬ 
laws, and savayje animals to satisfy the adventurous. That is to 
say, there is snflicient evidence of risk to iiuicken the appre¬ 
hension of disaster, but very little le.il danj'er for those who 
take ordinary precautions td ensure safety. 
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More th:in any part ftf the Russian Empire, it is swayed by 
American, and Englisli inHuence—not diir-etly, but such as 
received when llavoured by that unmistakable, but not officially 
recognised, Anglo-Saxon empire of the Ear East. The ports 
are unlike Russiaii ports on the Baltic and Black Seas ; the 
peojde are more cosmopolflan, more enterprising, more keenly 
alive to a world outside the Russian Icinpirc. Japan is the 
“Black Terror" of the eastern Siberiai^ St. Petersburg he is 
bound t») recognise and admit supreme; but after his own govern¬ 
ment what interests him is the English and American vieVv. 
What is thought and done in Shanghai ? London is of lesser 
moment. By America, California is meant—it is San Fran¬ 
cisco rather than New York tlitit appeals to tlie Siberian trader. 

From tile ports, by way of the Amur, the Siberian mer¬ 
chants reach their great market^ get into touch with the new 
arrivals from the west and instil fresh ideas, different aspira¬ 
tions, and introduce new customs, point out fresh wants, and 
supply all needs. The foreign import trade was attaining such 
overwhelming proportions that the Russian government for 
the past three years has been making special endeavours to 
check it—to divert the natural channels of supply towards the 
native Russian sources. In short, eastiam*Siberia, owing to its 
contact with the Ear East and extre’me west, was slipping quite 
out of lAissian control. The subsidised Volunteer Fleet, the 
Siberian j-ailwa^y the highway on the river-sicK, and improved 
circumstances generally, are expected, if not to elfect a change 
of themselves, at least to afftTrd a means for doing so. Buf 
events follow too closely upon each other for the State depart¬ 
ments to make those formal dispositions they believe to be so 
necessarc (o the real welfare of fhe orthodox settlers and the 
Russian Stale. 


The overkmd railway journey to eastern Siberia takcY the 
immigr.int at least twice as long as it does theorcfinary traveller; 
the greater part of fhe time he is waiting on a siding. Eriiin 
Smolensk to Baikal in a montti is good travelling. He has to 
await a government barge or steamer, and from that he, wiUi 
with all his belongings, may be put ashore wherever the depth 
of water may require that the ship be lightened. An emigrant 



GRKAT 1 ';R RUSSIA 


18o 

tlic passcni'ei'^ had been tliei e 111 teen tlavs when I spoke with 
tlieni. They e.xpe.ted to rein.nn another fortni<;hl, and it is 
pos^,ible that tliev are there still. t nk'^s a i^owriiinenl boat 
with s pare aeeonnnodalion happens to lake them on, they lia\'e 
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only tu o thme', to do bis (uiie ^i|nallei s al Ih.'it spot, or eon- 
struct a rati and lloat donn siu viii lo tin ii de-.lmatnin or an 
mnnioi,tnt station. This Lot is the easiest sninlion ; it reipnres 
only the men. .\wa\' down tjie .\miii I passed a sin ill mil 
COHstriieted ot a teu baulks ol diitiuood bound looether wilh 
withes. 'I’he oars uere sinks, to uhnh, for blades, the sl.iees 
ofaifold cask wei e tied; other 'la\(s made Ihe llooi ; man 
old so.ip bo.\ \Xas tea, bti ad, and salt ; m the lid ol .m old tin 
by.x'the embeis of the lire wei e kept a,e|(A'.'.. Two men h.id 
come on this loneh i raft Soo f.niles, ,md lijid i loo moie lo 
trayel. 'I'yjinal K’lissi.m peasants, they ueie ,ible lo endiiK.' Ihe 
liardships of their join ney ; they decl.ired Ihey enjoyed it, and 
lacked nothmu. 

'I'he l.itesl ottn lal rfjiort est(*m,iles the number of si'tllei s m 
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(Ik- Aiiuir inoviiicc; at 56,000, and I'mds a^i icnlliiio improved 
that there; is surplus eoi n axailalile for exfiortatioii to ntuali’- 
ht)urinj4 proviiiees. Kroin an earliei' le^iort it seems tliat tlie 
territoiy lias no louder lands in the tei tile Irell upon winch to 
estahhsli ayricultuVal settlements, hut only enough t'oV a few 
farm^s of h'om eiyht to Iwetity acres a man, near Cossack jiosts. 
'I'hc actual ai'ca ol the thiee yoeei nments is immense ; 
square \ersls m the Tiaus-Haikal ; 347,1/15 in the Amur district, 
whilst the extent ol the maritime prox ince is estimated <d yiore 
th,m 33,000 square geographical miles (leagues), the Icnqlh from 
north to south iK-mq -’750 miles. 

rile Russians under Skorokhodox’ armed 111 the country 
east ol IJaikal m Riqq, when i» ipiesi ol fur-hearm.e animals, or 
rather ol natue tiihes of fur hunters from whom thev could 
Icwv “ \'as,ik,” 01 Irihiite, pavahle'in pelt^. I tauria, as the region 
was called, was occupied Iw Dauiw, .Mongols, and'rungus ; a 
little liirtlier to llu-south-east is the Onoii valley, the birthplace 
ol ihe lamoiis 'I'ai tar leader Chmghis Khan, who ox erran .Asia 
and European I’Ju'sia 111 Ihe tlmieenlh ceiilurv. Mis .Mongol 
kiii.gilom extended o\ei Ihe I lai-lung-ehang prox ince ot .Man- 
cluiri.i. A'enisei Cossacks had a stockaded port oji the Upper 
An gara as long agib as itiqy, the colonisation of the terri¬ 
tories began at that tune, and free liumigration has since con¬ 
tinued with httie Intel 1 iiiilion. Xerchiiisk dates froin 1O58 ; 
the lust inonasleries and proseK lisin bv the () 1 lhodo\ Church 
111 the Ear East troiii. i<S<Si. .\r.ik<im, the famous Raskohnk, 
was one of the lirst armals exiled for religious opinions. Ci.'S- 
--acks, icspited political rex'olulioinsls, and criminals guilty of 
capital Climes weic exiled to l).*mria. I'he frontier was lixed 
bv treatx with Ihe Chinese 111 1727 and the boundary marked ; 
thus estatilishing the Kiakhli trade route with China. 

'I'he .Amur (irovince w.is entered bv the Russians about the 
same tune, but lluw obtained no pernianeiA foothold in, the 
territory. Yerofei *^vhabarov went down the .\mnr 111 thqi^; 
destiovm.g Dannan villages. A) coiRpier the coniitry. The 
help of the Chinese was sought by the natives, and in l68y, by 
Ihe treatv of Xerchmsk, the l^ussians ev.icuated the posts 
taken. On the discoverv of the mouth of the .Amur bv .Admiral 
Xevelskoi in 1849, the struggle for the river ivcommenced, and 
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in 1854, (^ovcrnor-Ciencnil Mnnivicv, “'Ainurski," n.ivij^.ilcd tlin 
Antnr, .incl from (Kis time the colonisation of tlie north hank 
henan m real earnest,,but hv the treaty of AiL;un in 1857,’ti'ie 
Russians admitted the supremacy of the Chinese on the south 
hank. Previous to this it had been discovered that the natives, 
Giliaks, at the mouth of the fCsuri, did not acknowledge the 
Chinese, so the whole of the territorv between the Ussuri and 
Suifun to the Pacihc, w*is annexed by I'tiissia and the .a t r.ititied 
bv tile tre.itv of Aii^nn. Military colonists, religions a.id poli¬ 
tical exiles, criminals, and some vohintarv settlers were dr.ifted 
into the country. At present the peas.mt eontineent consist-, 
very larnelv of sectarian dissenters ; Molokans and Hrvpopovtsi 
—who have no ord.unetl priesU., .nal the Semeiski, or “Old 
Believers," who nnetrated with their f.nnihes when the indi\idnal 
was sentenced to banishment.* The early settlers on the .Amur 
endured areat hardshi[is .md suffered from Hoods, and pesti¬ 
lence—according to Kriukov the mortality was ,is i^ivat as in 
time of war. 

Exchidinn the northern arctic terntontv, there is m the 
provinces beyond Iknk.il better land than in Sibeii.i, a kind 
\<'here there is larger timber, a greater v.irietv of flora and 
fauna, ,i country wi?ll wooded, well wateiwd, rich in nnner.ils, 
aiul capable of beinn converted into a liieldv prodnetne re.ition 
supportiii}^ a larr;e [lopul.ition, and accretmn nnmeiise wealth. 
The topo^naphy*is that to which the K’nssi.ni is not accustomed. 
It is a hilly reuion ; in inaiu' pi,ices there is an outcrop of b.ire 
nick, roads ,iie not easil^constrftcted, ,ind peas.mt settlers from 
the plains of Russia do not know how to make the best of such 
land as is allotted them. • 

The mineral wealth is acknowlecUcd, the forest we.ilth is 
apparent—neither is fully exploited. Too nuich cnerLty is 
devo'te'i towards occiipvine; the aj^i icnltur..! land : iiisutticient 
inducements are .offered to work the other natural resources. 
The luxuriant eejictatior. of the .Amur .fhd (\suri riiiarian 
settlements deters the farmer, bilt it i- very beautiful, especially 
when contrasted with the /n/i/n of Siberi.i. ()ak and elm, 
walnut and cork, black birch and willow, lime and maple, 
Siberian “cedar" and wild ajiple niterminj^le with the silver 
birch and fir-trees. ‘'In their shade tloweriiifi shrubs ).<row 












EAST OK BAIKAL 


183 

■» 

liixuri;mtly with ni;isscs»<)f red (Scpcdczii bicolor), blue (Vida 
psi'iiilorobiis and iiidalcpsis S/aiiiiloitii) and white (Baotia dis-, 
cokyf and Sanguis orbatcri) blossoms. Lilies are common, and 
the grass so thickly studded with herbaceous plants that it 
makes indifferent not bad fodder—but the scarlet, white, 
purple, and yellow blossomi of the wild land make a scene as 
rare and beautiful as that of the edelweiss''’smothered slopes of 
the Khingan. 

For many years to come the hilly districts of the territories 
will remain unpeopled save by the wandering natives. It ’will 
be a country to visit ; a land of great interest to the ethno¬ 
logist ; the botanist, natifralist, and sportsman will revel in the 
new lields the railway across /\j;ia brings within their reach. 

The maritime piovinces contain many native tribes, some, 
as the Maniakhirs, still unspoiled by contact with civilisation ; 
frank, generous, kindly people. Elsewhere are remnants of 
aboriginal races, half-bred Mongols, the descendants of others, 
and some with quaint customs and curious traditions. 

In the long ago the neighbourhood of Vladivostok was 
occupied by a distinct race, (d’ unusual attainments towards 
civilisation. There was a mint near the town, the precious 
metals were mined, aiul good, paved road'^ ninety'feet broad, 
ditchetl on both sides, traversed the country, as the remains 
discovered demonstrate. Then the Chinese C(.)nquered this 
peoide, destroyed all the males, and carried the womdn into 
captivity. * A feK of the latter escaped, and possibly some 
children. 'I'hev mixed with •a neighbouring people whose 
descendants at the present day form a distinct tribe, the Tozi, 
who are found near St. Olga's Bay. 

Far away in the north die remnants of the once valiant 
Clnikchis still hold together and practise such savage customs 
as rolling the new-born babe in snow to harden it. The mor¬ 
tality is great, the hardship is greater thitn exposure on Mount 
Ida, and the result .is the decrease of the race, for, as every¬ 
where, it is the no;i-combative, *maggressive people who prove 
by their endurance that in the struggle of life they are the 
fittest to survive. 

Among the Buri.its the girls most sought after in marriage 
are those who have had several children, fireferably by different 
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lAtllCI s, .is ill, it Is held to |H‘uV(,' liD'.v Irji^lih' I'slei'iiu'd |Ik'\' .in,' 
,hv,meii. 'I'lieir ^Iress is el.ihoiMie, ,iiul on t'.ieli side ol the 
t.ice there proieeN Ix-liiiid Ilk' e.iis wide, till, wurked-silvir 
pLites. Thev ride hoisc'h.iek in the in.ih' l.ishioii, ,ind m.ike 
(.wen l\‘ller le inislers ih.in the men. W'heii'p.ist ehild-he.li mr; 
the woilKlii Is shorn, but is no lojirler ,i will-,'puls .iside her 
orn niK-nts, .uid speiills most ol hei lime m ”1 mdmo out |)r.i\ers 
111 h.ind mills. 

rile Monool Hill I,its do no| bin Iheii de.id, but yis| dr.ir; 
the eoi pse oiilsidi.' the \ ill,ie;e limits w hei e lluw .11 e de\ 0111 ed b\ 
doos ,uu! \ultures. 'I'he himi.in I'ones ,iie tlmk .iboiil the 
Hun,it setlk'ilienls .ind summer e,imp<, ,md some ol the eom- 
moiU't si,'eiie' .ire mos| disieiishm; both to Hiii ope,ills ,md 
CliliUse. Sh.im.misN iMlIiei llrm Hiiddhisis. lhoiiL;h piolessuip 
th.it relipii >11 or L'hi I't 1 unt \ , I Lie\ do not like to distin b the soil. 
.\s wiiikei's llu\ pio’.e bi st ,is ti.iiiisteis, but llu \ will s.iw 
lops ,iiid do siiit.ne w. ik. ihoiiph ol'Hi.lmp to (|ii.iii\ stom. 

The I \ iii s III ilu' 1,11 iioi th-i .is| who h.id 1 ei i i \ ed the ediie.i- 
tion to tit them tor the woik, h.i\e m.ide ,i Uose siuib ol the 
n,iti\'e people with whom tluv h.i\e eoiiie m loiit.u'l ; .ind 
kiavmpm.ub ,i e lose i, oinp.ii is. ji 1 ot then |ih\sn .il pei iiImi ities, 
ot their th’u.kter '.ind I iiipii.ipes. h,i\e now siibsl.uili.il e\ 1- 
dilki th.it the .\nuin.in IndMii'.md (.ul.iiii ['.ii t Alonpol i.ues 
h.i\e so mil' h 111 1.0111111011 ih.il both lliiist li.U'e been deiivid 
irom .1 1.01111111*11 s|()(.k within hisioiu limes. '| lie u’siills ot 
these rese.iiehes into eomp,ir,iti\i etiinolopv ,he m.ide known 
,lt lor.ll nieellilps ot disj.int soi.ietUs, some ot the [i.ipus .lie 
published III the ti .iiis.u tioiis ol dillirenl nistiliilis, but lew, it 
.ui\' ;ire to be loimd m tin, libr.iius ol western Hiiiope, or 
indeed, ot J\’ussi,i. 

lliintme Is not onie tin- elikl pursuit ol lluse people, it is, 
,is »\ilh the .\iiiei le.iii liidi.iiis, .ihnosi then lehpion too. 
MirioUs rites* ,lie p(.rn)rmed beloii- eilp.l.Ltlllu upon the wolk 
,infl there ;ire eertiiiii .u Is, p.n tii. iil.u h' thenU'tu.il l.ikimi of the 
j^.iine, which iii,i\’ not be wilnei.sed In' stiiiipneis, ,is is ,ilso lor- 
biddeii bv the iiihabilants ot Rmio iskiiid in the H.illie, by the 
‘natives ol I'alauoiii.i ,ind olheis. 'I'he l.ikiiit^ ol lish is .ilso a 
prn.ite .ittaii with the (tsli.iks. 'I'lieii, when hiinlinjp In.pe 
game, ;is betir, it is saKi th.it sl^mc lubes h.iving surrounded the' 
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anini;il, wail until tlic bwivesl man daslics from tlic cii'dc ami 
stalls the animal with a shoi't knile, regainiijn the hear-baikas, 
if.lft,' can ; then he, and others, repeat the deed, until the 
animal sneenmbs. I’ossibly this is done bv some tribes only 
when saeriliemn a-bear, and not when captnrnyL; one tor their 
own use. Amtmnst the Myn^ols, do^s not unlike the I'ome- 
raniifti in appearance, but with stroneia- mti/,/,les and immensely 
heavy sterns are used for bear-baitinn, holding; the hniited 
animal i,it bay whilst it is despatched by the hunters with spears 
or kiiiyes. The do^s are of two breeds, those in the north 
beiiin white or piebald, m the south black or very d.irk brown. 
They are shy, nood-tempered do^s, and are fed almost entirely 
upon lish. 

Another breed of dor; is raised, and tr,lined solely to hunt 
the sable. . 

(lame is plentiful throiinhonl the \arions provinces of 
eastern Siberia, Deer (iiidral) are on the heights between 
Hla,L;oveslKhensk and Khabarovsk, on both sides ol the rivers 
m the t'ssuri valley as far as Xikolsk. 'I'he elk is not tonnd 
south ol the Amur, and north towards Okhotsk are reindeer, 
imisk-oxen, and the arctic fauna, Kamchatka heme renowned f(*r 
an iiuliytenons variet\'of sheep (iie/.s /'(i/;)so e^)nnnon*that it server 
the natives for lood, beiiye more easily taken than reindeer. 

K’oebnek in immense ipiantities are taken m the Dssnri dis¬ 
trict, and are found in other [larts ; like the e;’4s poh, thfy serve 
settlers and n.itrt es for food, beint,' the cheapest meat obtain¬ 
able. Hear and Ivnx are boUi pleiAifnl, only a season aoo a 
bear was killed at Hilkovo—almost a suburb of \'ladi\ostok— 
.111(1 not many years ano a hner was shot at 

I’er\-a\’a Kechka, ipiite within the present town limits. 'Ihe 
lynx has not been seen (^l recent years within twenty miles 
of the town, but it is found in all the wooded districtst In 
dilterenl loc.ililies outside Ihe Arctic- Circle are found the 
brown and the ciiniamon hear, elk, maral, reindeer, roebtick, 
hoc-deer, wild f^oat, wolves, foxes, wild boar, and the small 
fnr-bearinc animals. (leese, blackcock, willow-j^ronse, par¬ 
tridges, ducks and wild fowl in great c[nantities. In tht 
south, where one finds the pheasant, Ihe antchipe also is in¬ 
digenous, and in some places plentiful. 
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Tile Mancluiriiui tlj^er, tlie royal Bjnj'al tiyer in a northern 
hatatat, too plertilul, and is poisoned with strychnine by the 
Cliinese, but this spoils the pelt, 'fhere is j^reat dirticulty ex¬ 
perienced in huntini; the animal, as there are no elephants or 
shikaris. It is next to impossible to j^et within shot safely in 
summer, but in winter when the j^rass is down! the tr.icks are 
followed in the fresh' snow, and each season two professional 
tr.ippers of Xikolsk get four or live in this way. Its range is 
from the far south to within a hundred and twenty miles of 
Xlkolaiev^k .at the mouth of the Amur, thus practically over the 
whole of the IXmiim district as well .is in Manchuria. It has not 
been found to tlu' north of the Amur. 

The common method of huidmg is that of the “siirroimd," 
as m l\Us-,i,i. In the .lutumn there will be sever.i! gre.it drives 
organised bv the armv officers, with several regiments as beaters. 
.As m.mv carry their ritles, and on si ,htmg the game lire volleys, 
there is hardly siit'ticient s|iort to give the proceeding a name. 
There is a lish about 2 lbs. weight in clear streams which rises 
freely to a tiv, but is not very game when hooked. 

East of Ifaik.il there is a larger urban population in com¬ 
parison with .igricultural settlers than there is m Siberi.i. 'I'liere 
,ire also the nhht.irv’'’colonists, the forcecl l.ibourers in the St.ite 
works and mines, the free l.ibourers at the mines, and a large 
floating population of coolies. Verkhne-t’dinsk is a tr.idmg 
town, Chita and Streteiisk are overgrowai Cossack posts, X'er- 
chmsk, X’erchmsk-Z.ivod, I'etrovski Z.ivod, .iiid some smaller 
towns, are purely urban .mining districts, the chief free towns 
being Hlagoveshcheiisk, Khabarovsk and Vladivostok. 

Stretensk is a typical example of the old military It 

IS a Coss.ick post ^an agglomer.ition of untidy wood houses 
around a square market pi,ice on the river side. X'o attempt 
hastVer been made to construct a road ; a building line is kept 
more or lessToqghly, and many of the houses have the gables 
ip tile street and are m their own enclosures. Mud, dirt, horse- 
dung, dilapidated shingle and wattle fences, mean houses, un¬ 
tidiness and poverty predominate the town, as they do most 
Cossack settlements in the east. The stores are well-stocked 
but the buildings themselves low roofed, roughly constructed, 
shabby and ill-kept. The hotdl is little better than .1 Siberian 
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post station ; the walls impapered, the rooms are just sparsely 
furnished lockers from a passage and make lio pretensions«to . 
priraty. There are few gardens and not many cultivated patches. 
The Chinese market gardeners and petty merchants thrive ex¬ 
ceedingly. The Cosvacks make a fair living by raising horses— 
there are splendfd troopers in Stretensk—and in part live upon 
the few traders to whom they lease land ft)r dwellings, stores 
and industiial purposes, the settlement having tanneries and 
tallow chandleries. 

Blagoveshchensk is a town of another cliaracter. Primarily 
it is a trading centre. Its Amur frontage extends for miles, and 
it has another quay-side (hi the Zeya'. It possesses the usual 
market square, but this quadrangle is surrounded with hand¬ 
some substantial brick buildings, some commodious stores, and 
extensive public offices. The mawi streets are very wide, have 
a boulevard cli.iracter and the shops are numerous, clean and 
well stocked. It is not a densely populated place, but a huge, 
straggling, prosperous village, mostly lacking inhabitants. 
Some of the houses are built in the eastern style. The 
verandah of the chief hotel is used just as tliat of Shepheard’s 
famous rendezvous at Cairo. The boulevard, along the river* 
front, is little used, onl^ the market and the tfuays arfi thronged, 
and the promenade commands a view of the desolate Man¬ 
churian shore where the Chinese town of Sakhalian flourished 
three summers since. In Blagoveshchensk ther^e was scarcely 
a Chinaman to bc^seen, but, it is said^ they will return. Unless 
they do, the growth of Blagoves^ichenslj will be stayed and the 
town and its trade both decay. Of all the inland towns of 
Russia in Asia this is the one \yhich has had the greatest 
opportunities, has most tjuickly progressed, and possesses 
theatre, telephone, museum,*Russian, Japanese and shimming 
baths, and most of the comforts of civilisation. Away fromfhe 
river side the territory is bleak and uninteresting. • 

Khabarovsk, the s(*at of the Governor-General of the Russian 
empire in the Far East, is typical of the military and official 
town under the new regime. It is built on the crest of three 
ridgaays which run from the river side, named the Artillery, 
Central and Military hills. The Chinese who occupied the site 
were gradually squeezed out beydnd the tt)wn limits, and now 
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liavc llu'ii' own quarkT--down stiaMul. 'I'lie popiilalion is alioiit 
10,000, oxclnsiv of 5000 ClniK'so and Koicans, and save 
(lerhaiis as ,i inililary centre, its im|iortanee is not hkels to 
increase greatly. It is siliiated near the inontli of the Tssiiri, 
and Its propnupntv to tlie Snnnari la-ndeis it an important 
centre for the disti ilnition of r;c'0(ls imported l>v wa\'of the 
Amur. Its maiket^ are resorted to hv man\' nati\es, and a 
lai'oe trade is done with them Iw the h'hinese iiR'ieliants, Init 
otlnrwi'r' tlu‘ town !w reason ot its nnmhahiti'd wi'levs, \a'iv 
Wkie, nnpa\'ed, unmade sheets, and exlmiswe hariaeks and 
government hnildmys seems desolatr- and staonanl. 

Its situation Is imposing, ,ind tiu' extr'iiswe gardens on the 
elitt at the river front of the A'tilleiw Hill aie .111101114 the best 
of manv ple.ismy le.itnres in .1 town romposed of .ittr.ietne 
pictiiresi.|ne \ ill.is ol t|n.mit (..islei n .irehiteetnn.' hidden .mionyst 
the trees ol their own |)le.isiii e 41 omuls. ()| ,i thoiis.nid dw ell- 
iii.ws liltv ,it most .11 e of hi lek, .md these pi meip.ilU .11 e Crow n 
otfiecs. The (h wei noi-('icnei .il’s resideiu e, the imiseiim, thea¬ 
tre, unlit irv ehih, .md sHiooK .ne the most r-oiispu iunis Iniild- 
in.^s. The triumph.il .irt h is nmisii.iliv n^K .md ^inK'i .iek, 
tand liuist soon dis.ippe.n. The J.ip.inese, Chinese and Koie.m 
towns 111 Siheri.i seem t.ii more l>iis\- tli.m this e.islei n e.ipit.il 
ol Kh.ih.irovsk, winch " I tern 4 the <, eiiti e ol .ill the .idmimstr.it ive 
institutions .inswerin4 the 1 eqmi emeiils ol so \.ist ,i comiliv, 
represents the eeiitleof the mlrllectii.il fours contiiluitinw to 
develop spiritn.il ,md intillectii.il lile m the R.ist.” 

1 11 the southern 1 s^iiri (list, lel is the town ol Xikolsk, 01 to 
, 4 ive Its full title, Xikolskoe-I ssm 1, 1 epu-sr-ntiiiw the pnielv 

.i.nriciiltiii,il side ol e.istern Siheii.m eolonis.ition. It must not 
he con foil lick'd with the r.iilw.iv settlement which h.is sprmiy ii|i 
round the line, w here .11 e the stores, 01141 neer 1114 w01 kshops .md 
ter/nm.il depot ol the R.istei n C'lmiese K’.iilw.iv. The le.il 
.141 icnltlii ,il vill.i4e Is .ihoiil two miles disl.int on the river 
Sfipulenk.i. few old iiiins indic.ite eaclier occii|ialion, and 
accordin4 to ti.idition here 'r.is formerly the c.ipital of the 
little KinRclom ol Ikikhai, which fell into the li.inds of the 
.M.mchiis and was siihsei|iienllv destroyed hv Chin4his Kh.m's 
r, lit.Us. In ikhh It w.IS settled hv nineteen fanuhes -a villa4e 
community fiom the Voron'ej government, and these sullered 
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wlicn the Russians turned the Chinehe j^old-seekers from the 
Askold Iskind, for, reaehiii}^ the niainlaiui, tliev attacked 
Nik^lsk, and then the settlement was uuai'ded with earllien 
ramparts whicli may still he seen. * 

The town is a lm,!*;e straj^ulme xallaj^e on a level plain. As 
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usual the smith's lories are on tlu- outskirts, then come the 
limber stores and joinery works ; in the centre .is thv market 
place and near by 1lu‘ chiircli. The purely .igricultural portions 
of the population may he estim.i^'d at l(,-ss than 10,000 liavine 
the rieht to cultivati' about 60,000 acres of Crown land, on the 
fallow system. The r.iilway popujation is jirobaldy not less 
than 6000. aiul the nnhiary clement, whicji is partly agricultural, 
varies from 3000 to 6000, includuyL; the Cossacks, artillery, and 
sever.d battalions ol inhmtry which regard Xikolsk as tht“ir 
head-quai tens. 

W ide streets, smull houses, bad sidewalks and General 
untidiness characterise Nikolsk. *The larqe retail merch.mts all 
have branch stores m the town, there are in addition about 100 
I'iussian and 250 Chinese, J.ipanese, and Korean shops, yet from 
the western standpoint the town is not thrivini;. The demand 
for aj^ricultural produce e.xceeds’ the lodal sujiplv, and the 
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peasant f.inners make no l eal attempt to increase the volume of 
their trade. When 1 was in Xikolsk, lour shillings was askeil 
lor louiteen ounces of fresh butter; milk and ecus also \Vere 
scarce, but the farmeis, inste.id of increasing their stocks or 
providing; a modern tiairv, preferretl to allbw the milk they had 
to u,) sour so that they minht bve upon and sell the cui'ds. 
They h.ive had no Vuccess witli their stock m the rivei' liottoms, 
and are too listless to herd their slR’e]! .ind cattle iijion the 
neighbouring heii^hts where deer thrive well and larj^e thicks of 
sheep could be fed. Xikolsk coin inced me ot the i,dm|cir.itiye 
f.ulure of lAissian .luriciilture colonis.ition of the cast ; her 
colonisN are content to see me.it, yi-,on .oid i.mu pioduce 
imported, as lony' .is they havc' enonyh for their own indwidu.il 
needs from the Lind they cnltiwite. 

The chiet townot the disli ict, as it is rc.illv ol Ihewhoh' 
ot Siberi.i e.i't or wc't ot Ihnk.il, is ilu']iort ol \’l,idi\ostok, 
which was lust enteied Iw the Icnolish m,m-of-\\.ir ll'/ui/ir-./rr 
when searchmo for the IvU'si.iit I’.icific si|u.idion m 1S5O. 
I'he " (iolden Horn ' of I’etei the (ne.it’s If.n- w,is n.lined 
“ I’ort .M.i\',’ .iiid irU occupied Iw the K’lissi.uis until iStio. 
\ ladwiistok, '■ Sovereign ot tl.e I'LisI, " se-ttleil I w ti ,idt 1 s liom 
Xlkol.ileysk, liec.iine .1 tree poll m .mil lem.inud so until 

1900. It h;is tloiirished e\e eedinob’, beiii” the chie-l n.ix'.il b.ise 
Russi.i [io...,eoses on the I’.uilic, and the l.ipoest e i iinmeu'i.il 
tradfno. poi t. 'I'he town is sitn.iled m the slopes ol h.ilf .1 

dozen hills.,i h|oh i idoc torminL; ,i l,i|)ei mO penuisul.i pio|ecl- 

injt into .111 11 regular lind-loiked b,i\', the enti .iiu e to w Im h is 
comin.uukd by le’iis^n KI.ukI ,md nmneious ish is. Most ol 
the heights hale bei'ii loi titled: tin- lolli' hills on the noilh- 
west proteet the jiort t.roni the l.mdside, ,ind in llu- deep-w.iter 
creek ol tin- "(hilden Iloin," tom miles loiio .ind h.ilt .1 mile 
IP width, ships .ue .Is s.ile Irom sioriiis .is |he\ .ue lioiii 
ini'adei s by Lind or Le.i, .md tin 11 enemy the w intei ice is now 
lll.istercd by ,i I).mish Kc-bie.ikei. .• 

I’erh.ips It Is because of the l.ii isli .e.xpendilnie Iw the 
(lOiernment 11)1011 the [lorl, the lorlilic.ilions—wlnih they 
beheietobi mi|ireL;nable the 11,11,il lillnij.; y,ird, ,irsen.il and 
toast deteiKCs, lh.it tin- town h.is |)io)^iessed so r.i|iidly. 
ke|)i esentinp' the ^1 ealesi ‘achieyement ol the liiissi.ms in 
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libcria, it will serve an object study of some Russian 
nethods. .When the government determined,to make the pi)rt 
he’ir*chief base, they drove away the Chinese adventurers and 
Siberian e.xiles who were trying to win wealth in the district by 
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surreptitious mining lor gold and silver, and iysteatj impoited 
labour, m^derials'*and provisions—iinports they maintain. Ihe 
exports are, and always have lifen uniniportant ; trepang, sea- 
cabbage, and an unappetising fungus which grows on rotting 
wood,' &c., shipped to China. .From China, japan, Europe 
and America come all the luxuries anc,! most of the necessaries 
of life. It is a busy commercial centre, but trade is m.imtained 
artificially and it is doubtful whether the preference lieing 
shown to Dalnv (Talienwan) will not’rob it of some of its 
present importance,. Take away the military and naval establish¬ 
ments then the tqwn and port will sink to a small, dull village 
with Chinese and Koreans living upon each other. 

'I'he main street, Svetlandskaya, named after the frigate upon 
which the C,rand Duke Alexis visited the port 111 1873, follows 
the curve of the “ Colden Horn'” Ifet\^een that street and the 
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'.lu)ic arc the ot’licial rcMtlcuccs, the piiblic e.iideiis, tlie Admir- 
alK' Clarclen, the pleasure ^rouiKis of the Maritime Club, tlie 
native b.izaar and the steamboat quav>. 'I'hi'. stieet is crossed 
liv tlie Aleiitsk.iwi, and where tliev intersect is the commercial 





ceiitre'ot .tile tviwn. 'I'he mam sti eet is \u'll pav ed \ul h ”i anitc.’ 
sets, and etliaieiitly drained ; the sidewalks .ue laised, tlaL;e,(| 
or asphalted ; the houses bi ick'bmit and lollv. Seseial bnild- 
mes have pu-Iensions to ai c liitect iii al luantx, and to r'\ei\’ one 
who knows Siberia bv its old^er towns \'ladi\ostok is a pleasing; 
siirprisi-. 'I'he imiiro\jinent is due to the rheapness and 
thoroiiehness ot Chinese labour. ‘Russians paved the streets, 
thc«ie.\t ve.ir the )ia\enu’nt had to be taken np.md rel.iid well 
laifl this timi» -bv tin-* Chinese. The R’lissians m.ide the qn.iy 
foi'the \’ohinteer k’leet ; the tollowme vear the Chinese m.ide 
it alresh and then work st.uids: Russian l.dioiir is bciipe .ib.ni- 
doiied. Ivven in tln' na\al repairing yaid onlv one R’lissitm is 
now employed to ten Chiiu-se. Without the Chinese l.dioiir 
Vladivostok would be as Khabarovsk is, .in nnkempt vill.iae. 
Like that town it has^^its trmiliphal arch to commemorate the 




KASr OK BAIKAI. 


193 

viMt of (he Ts;u-cvidi to the town. One town has its statue of 
Murikviev Aninrski, the other a inoniinient to Xevelskoi, the 
promoter of Russian empire in file east ; it-lias a,eleanhness, a 
tinidi, an air of we^ilth and susns of prosperity other Siberian 
towns laek. • • 

\'l»divostok IS not i|nile Russian, nor Cliinese, and its popu¬ 
lation Is ecpially loreij^n. The inhabitants are not scrupulous : 
their methods are those ol the East, and*a( most they obey the 
lettei' ratlu'r than the spirit of the law. 'I'he Russian oHi(?ial 
is a |ias| master in this art. It is forbidden for banks to 
ehar,i4e 10 per cent, per ammm, or mure, fordiseount or interest 

on loans. 'I’he b.inks dare not disobex, I'liey charge interest 

• ■ . s. 

at the rate ot i) per cent., phis a commission of from it per 
r'eiit. to as much as they think thc^y c.m obtain. It is said (his 
tashion originated with the State Hank itself. Said a bank 

otticial to me, “Soon we shall a^aiii be .illowed to buy ijold 
from the mines, that eold the Stall' Hank will bii\' from us at a 
li.M'd rale, and we shall eiye what we like, m.iy be \'ery little.” 
('loods are \'ery dear ; for certain artielcs ten times as iiiiich is 
paid as one pays 111 England or ('icrmany ; most thinos are, 
three times ,is dear, m.iny are liye, y.-t eyery«one is prosperous 
and app.irently content with things as thfy .ire. 'I'hey do not 
“rumble -unless they be forei“ners or yisilors—the\ accept 
what they think to be inecitable and themselves ehar“e cone- 

• C* 

spondin“ly*lor tliiiir wares or their services. X'ladivostok “ixes 
the he direct to thrift, td econoinv, to the old saw tint honesty 
is the best policy. It trans“resses e\ery law that a small 
comuiimily ou!;hl to regard, and it thrives as no conservative, 
still,““hn“ villa“e or town Ins ever succeeded in iiersindm,“ 
itself that it was possible to do. 'I'his far .iwav town with its 
societies, museums, electric liiL;ht, its theatre, i^ardens, niimeraus 
ball-rooms, clubs, fetes, lotteries, railways, (ele,i4riiphs, “real 
liners and ocean cabl^-, has been created within the memory Of 
nil'll who are still youn,“. It h.^s an Eastern Institute which 
ranks as a imiversity, anil will ultimately become one. It has 
technical, scientific, philosophic, spor(inj,f and musical societies. 
It is “,iy with fashionable frivolities ; has officials of public 
spirit and consiilerable ener“y, bftt if it 4 vere called upon to 
produce men beyond reproach in the conduct of their atfiurs. 
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it probably could not fuid more tliaiV double Abraham’s total 
'of'choseu from tlfe Cities of the Plain. 

It is a much-y;overned town. In .addition to (he Miht.u v 
Ciovernor, it h.is .i command.uit of the fortress, .i Port Admiral, 
the .Admiral of the Fleet in the Pacilic, a h.irbour m.i^tcr, a 
Director of Cu-^toms, and an imirtiar.ition aitent, Mayo^', .md 
others, each with .i separ.itc |iirisdiction. 

The progress of XTidivostok is due to scvcr.il c.iuses : lirst 
thu.diilitv of Its oi)\-ernor for it is during; his residenfe in tlu- 
town that the m.itcn.il progress h.is bi'cii most i.ipid -s(.'cond, 
owina to Ix'ina a n.ival st.ition it is Inral in bv oflicers who 
know forcian parts .md c.ipit.ils ; third, tlu' resident foreian 
merchants h.ive rea.trded X’l.idifostok much as (hey do one of 
the tre.itv jiorts of C'hm.i, of which it is a copy. Much is due 
to the simple f.iet of the town bema a s^Mpoi t ; it is the most 
southern and Ion,ai'st lee-free of the shippma h.iibouis on the 
Siberi.m coast. 

Kastern Siheri.i .uid its isl.mds h.ive ne.irlv 20,000 versts of 
shore, and thus the se.i lishei U's, from the t.ikina ol se.i-e.ibb.ij^e 
to whales, is ,i arc at mdusirv. The Ik'hrina Se.i wh.ile lisherv has 
lieeii exploited, ehielh' bv the Amerieans, smci.’ it'47; the.ittempts 
of the Russians wer« not so sueeessf-al ; the Russo-h'lnnish 
eompanv, s.uhna to the Se.i of ( tkhotsk pi lor to the Crimean 
War, li.id little success ; wh.ilina w.is lecommenced in i.Siji by 
Capt.iin ffidiiuov, who perished with his crew in i.Sijj ; since 
it has been earned on tent.itivelv bv Count Kevserhna, 
who has the monoiiolv of the Sibeii.in eo.ist, .iiid, in addition, 
receives a subsuh' from the St.ite. 

The seal lisherv h.is Iona been a soiiu'e of St.ite u-venue .md 
the cause of manv disptites. LittU’ merev is shown the pir.ite 
schooners, and a few ve.irs aao Amenc.in citizens miaht be 
seen working m chains on the roads of \'ladivostok, whilst one 
of. the smartesi Russian revenue yjim-boats is a eonhse.ited 
three-masted .Amenc.in sealma schooner;'with aiixiliarv seri’W. 
The Russian eompanv to whom the lishmj^ is leased take about 
30,000 head annuallv. W.ilrus, various se.ils ,ind dolphins, as 
well as the sea otter—once vei v common—and bc.iis feed u|ion 
the immense quantity, of hsh with which these iiorthern seas, 
and especially the lioifls and bays, are teemin},'. I'lu’ shore 
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after a storm is strewn *\vith dead lish, and at eeidain points 
these are piled one upon anollier, forming a wall yards in width 
ai’d several feet high. A eompany has the rig\jt to lake lish 
aii^l can them, licences are also granted to Russian hshermen, 
hut now alt lijhing within the three-mile limit is closed to 
foreinuers. As tlie Japanese, Koreans, aiitj Chinese were ehielly 
employed in the industry, the new regulation is certain to pro¬ 
voke reprisals and lead to further illegirt iislhng. It must he 
rememhVred that the sea produce is not reipiired for hftme 
eoiisiimplion, lail it is the food of the Chinese and |,ipanese. 
Hitherto I'xporlers have jiaid as duty live copecks the pood if 
J-tiissian siih|ects, and seven copeeks if foreigners ; of the total 
(.'xports nearlv ()H per cent, go to China and |aixin ; of the im¬ 
ports ne.irly lialf are food stuffs, and of the remainder 25 per 
cent, is eoinposed of in iinifactured goods, chietiv metal wares, 
tissues, and huildmg materril. 

'J'here is no market in Iviirope for the geiu’ral produce of 
eastern Siberia; furs are shipped, hut they realise cpiite as high 
prices in China, d'he coarse se.i lish, the huge mussels, strong- 
llavoured ovsiers, and'sea cahh.ige are suited only to the t.ist^' 
of eastern raei's. The trep.iiig, or sea snai|,(//e/e//w/rin (-(//i/is) 
lias heen introduced iiTto l^iris resfaiir.iii^s, hut the demand is 
not great. 'I'repang Ifav is the old Chinese name for the 
(jolden Horn of Vladn'ostok, and a large numher of tliese 
strange ciataliires ^ire speared in all the shallows of the coast. 
In appearance the trepang is^soiifething like a long snail 
traversed from one end to the other hv*a digestive tuhe. 'I'he 
creature is more like a stomach than anything else, ft walks 
upon hollow, tentacular fee!, which act as suckers. The tre¬ 
pang possesses the extraonlinary faculty of ejecting, when 
frightened or irritated, the entire contents of its body—eveij to 
the teeth. Wluai the organs have thus lu'cn ejected they jire- 
sently reproduce themselves. Another faculty's that of spirn 
laneous subdivision. *‘\Vhen it is hungry, and cannot find fooc 
to nurture the whole of its body, the animal snaps in tiu 
middle, and two perfect sea cucumbers are produced where 
before there was but one. 'Hie trepang is a greatly esteemed 
delicacy by the Chinese, and s{«me thojisands of junks are 
occupied in li;>hing for them. 
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loimd on Ihc wnsl shorn of Aniiiiski liay, 1 mi( llic cxistniic^’ (if 
■ ijilimu'itn ('(|ii,tl to the best Welsh coal, I'epoited (o have lieeii 
loimd near I'osskI Ibiv, mii^l he donhU'd. Tlte best deposils 
art' wo'ked bv .gi Ivnshsh, and I)y an Ainenean Chiinpany 
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respe(.1ivel\', and it is pist possible tliat Siluaia mav produce 
fuel eipi.d to the |ap,inese coal, scaredY any that^ is better, loi' 
all yet loimd ([inte near ihe siirlace ; onlv Timet\' leel dgw n 
an eiyht loot si‘am*’ol black liyintr' was struck .md is iisisH 
bv the local and I'hislern C'liiiK^e i.iilwavs. 

Sib(.'ria and Hast of Baikal is in no sense ,i |i,iradise ; il^ 
wc.dth, its pr(ir;ressi\'cness and indcpendenca' are relative in 
.ill it is far ahe.ul of re.il Sibent, .md i^ some tinnys it is in 
.id\'.mce ol ^I'hirope.in K’lis'.i.i, It li.is iieen mlliienced bv llic 
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west into (akiiii^ for^'ij^n i^oods and accepting American 
notions. In the wilderness one mav happen on a motor 
trievele with trailer, -iiist sneh .is is eommon in France; tlie 
Americ.m siilkv .ind biieoy are oiistiiio tlie hnek-lioard and 
t.irant.iss, tlie .Americ.m [iloiioh is renl.icino the Viklia. Every¬ 
where one he.ii's the or.nnophone—in e.istern Siberia Ihere 
must be thoiis.mds ol them in d.iily iise -.nid western ;,a)ods 
and western w.ivs .ire t'.ir more immI th.in they are between the 
FimIs .ind Irkutsk. K.ist of B.iik.il, the pe.is.nil, the .utis.in ,ind 
the tr.ider cannot compete with the Chin.im.in ; it the conntiy 
is restricted to Russians it <.in never eijii.il in we.ilthanv British 
Colony or other portion ol the F.ir E,ist,,ind iniisl reniain wh.it 
it Is .it present, .1 sccond-r.ite, slow-inoyino setlleiiKiii. 

Another I,ite in.iy be in stiue lor c.istei 11 Sibeiia it Chinese 
coolie l.iboiir Is freely iiiipoi ted ,Is now allowed. The coolies 
letiirn to Chin,1 .it the end ot e.ich suinmer se >011, they tend 
to che.ipeii the l.iboiii market, especi.i'ly tli.it which lupines 
intelligence, .is biiildiii:^ ,ind paviiio, but no Oie.it skill in m.ini- 
pnl.ition ot ni.itei i.il. 

, d'he Chill.nil.in Iru built \'l,ldl\o^lok ; he c.in r.ine iiioie on 
.1 rood ol aioinid '■h.ni .1 Riis>i,ni t.inner will .rjiow upon ,111 
,icre, ,ind neither tiu Riissi.m noi the Silteii.ni n.itne uin com¬ 
pete With Inin, lie will be in.istei ot the eoiintie between the 
B.icific Oye.in ,ind L.ike If.nk.il, m.ikinc ot it .1 second M.ni- 
chnria, and th.it without owning ,i st|ii,ire va.'d ol ^I’nniid, 01 
haviipi^ any voice 111 die i^ou'rnrient ot the coniitiv. Me suc¬ 
ceeds by hard woik, .ind to Riissi.i m the Far E.isi his labour 
h.is .dreadv become nulis|iensable. d he Sl.ite, ,ind m.ivbe the 
private c.ipit.ilists, ',\ill beiietil, but the Riissun [HMs.nit is (oin- 
plelelv ontcl.issed, .Old ,ill the piot'ectioii his Government i.ni 
Giyuhim will not 'iittiee to pi,we Siberi.i in Im h.inds. 



CHAPTER XIV 

PLAIN SIBERIAN 

Russian (lovcrmiiciih'ci^.irds the natural resources of 
Siberi.i as its most valuable asset. It wishes to exploit 
Siberia in such a in inner as wilij'eturn the larj^'est continuous 
revenue to the State, enrich l^ussian subjects rather than 
forcai;ners, and reinain so far unplecEed that the real estate 
nnist revert to the crown. In short, the State will not part 
with its propertv, but in exehaii'te for Russian labour will re- 
Inuiiiish part of the yield. If by any means the natural 
resoiuces of the country are exploited in such a manner a^ 
to mlnni^e this principle, or the result in ;viy instance proves 
contrarv to the ;.teneral policy, then th,it* particular method of 
workniu is ruthlcNsly and peremptorily stopped by adminis¬ 
trative order. , , 

As the*area isj'ortv times greater than that of England, and 
the inhabitants are esfimated ,at less than one seventh, the 
immedi.ite need is population. Now, as heietofoie, for political 
reasons it is in the frontier regions that the government is most 
.uixious to have colonists on whom it can depend, therefore 

necessarily orthodox Russians. 

rile colonisation of Siberia has alw<i\s been ditiicult,^md 
always will be so, for taken at its best.it is a \;gry ordinary 
country, far behind Pntish Colonies in facilities for getting uts 
produce to the world’s m.irkets,^and immigration is hampered' 
by restrictions such as are imposed in no other country. 

With this immense territory lying waste, the government 
seems not only anxious to add to its extent, but is appaiently 
of opinion that land may becoinc soiree. It pursues the 
policy of th*U man of the old rhyme who had a pool of water 
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to wliicli lie was always aclclmy and 'iu'\'er tal<mj4 aw.iv, until 
’i)n('day w lien eiiijityiny iiiuie water into it, lu' liiiii.^ell fell in 
and was drowned. For some reason the <'oyernnieiit is ihi- 
willini; to r;rant Ireeliolds, or to sell land, I'yeii to its (iwrt 
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sul'iject'., and a'l-ioliitely loi li|(F loi ei,eiui > to aii|iiin,' leal pio- 
peitv uitliiii llu' empire. M has attempted and is still .ittempt- 
ine to create tloiii ishinj' eolom'h hy othi i methods. 

.Military colonies wire tried m l\’iissi.i more tli.ni .i century 
a,eo ,111(1 found u.mimn. In the smith and east ot Riissi.i (hey 
have heeoiiie e.ytnu t. .\km to them ai e the C’liss.iek si'ttle- 
meiits 111 Siheri.i. I hese wei e toi nied tor two purposes; tiist 
to siipjih aiesident niiht.iry force iie.ir the froiitiei, secondK’ 
to popni.ite the-coniitiy with a taimmo eleiiienl. The two ,ire 
..iiit.inoiiistie ; hence f nhire III hoth. 'I'he'Foss,tck is essentially 
a t'ood nomad f^r.i/ier ; nnmedi,itely he tills the soil he loses 
the dislinctiye (|n,ihlies of tlie Coss,nk soldier. lie h,is ,m 
iinmoyahle sl,ike m the country. He is iiiiwillmn to turn out 
for military woi k when Ihj allolnients re(|nire his labour, 
(heat dilhcnlly w.is experienced in j.;ettmo the settled Cossacks 
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nioliilisccl I'oi' military operations aeainsl ^^alKiulrla, and the 

better thc'Soldieis succeed as farmers tlie w^irse soldiers tTieV 

♦ * 

make. As settlers and farmers they are mfenoi' to the aericul- 

■ * • 

tuual immi|.;rants Irom Little Russia, inferior to the exiled 
settlers and.tli^'ir descendants, hut they manage to ifiamtain 
theiikselves in primitive Crissack fashion^ As the child of a 
Cossack Is entitled to succeed to a share in the Cossack holding, 
or to a free erant of land from tlie jfww'rnment, there is a 
preiimiin on mimorahty, and the succession is coiiiplicatecl by 
iiuillitildiiioiis issues dilhcult to decide and rarely determined 
111 a w.iv'ali.shictorv to^ all the parties. 'I'he ,e;reatest trouble 
arises ulii'ii the advanlaueous situation ol a Cossack post leads 
to its de\elopnient as an industrial or disiributiny centre. 'I'he 
prottress of Streteiisk, Chit.i, .uid other pi.ices is checked by 
the Coss.ick admmisiration, whose iiiihl.irv oruanisation is 
inconipatible with iiibaii uoreriinient. .\t Streteiisk, with a 
popul.itioii ot tSooo, of whom onl\' 1200 .ire Cossacks, the 
unlit.irv colonists cl.um to possess ,ill the land in the vicinity 
.md this .it the .iclu.il terminus of the .yreat Siberi.ni r.uKv.iy ! 
rile s.uiie trouble will .irisc 111 turn .it (lorbits.i, I’okrovka, and 
other l.ivour.ible points on the Shilk.i .ind^.Aiiuir rjveis, as the 
eountry br'cniiies colilnised troiii the wt*'t or e.ist. 

If the settlement ot the kind by me.uis ot niiht.iry colonies 
h.is l.nled. the colonis.itioii bv administrative order, .is at 
pieseiit i^iisiied^is likelv to prove epii.illy abortive. .A l.ipye 
number of immigrants .ire retui niiiy to their nativi’ pl.ices m 
HiiropiMii Riissi.i. Thev .ire*people'who have been allotted 
kind uiisiiit.ible tor their occup.ition, who expected an e.isier 
life than they foiinil, f.miiires will) would prove wood colonists 
if iM'operlv .liloc.ited. Thu Liiuhsh remedy would be to .iHow 
the mdividu.il freedom of .ictioii within dehnite limits,^ and 
pel lint him to choose the district, and. i.f free, thc^ p.irticiilar lot 
therein, which he leeK c.ip.ible ol occnpviipy I* 

doubtful whether ?(ich Khissi.in peas.mts .is the ooveriimen^ 
.uds to reach and settle 111 -iven p.irts of Siberi.in would be 
c.ip.ible of choosim; wiselv, but if thev l.nled they would h.iv^ 
themselves onlv to blame, whereas they now .issert the .yo.Vein- 
ment, ,ind the government only,«is m l.iylt. 

The eiiu.T.'tioii movement m Russu is to some extent 
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jc^iiLitcd bv the li.ibjhtv of the ,i!4nciiltiir.d peasant to pav 
Ills wav with his eonunune to the State. In sonic (liski(;ts, 
partienlarlv lattlu Riism.i, wliere tliere is eonj^estion, the 
peas.mts are f.ni lv well-to-do ,is pe.isants, ;nKl liberty to eini- 
“r.ite to Siberia is e.isily obt,lined. Then ♦he'ie are [loor 
aerieiiltnral dl^triet^, with l.uid which inav be j^r.i/eA, but 
which 1^ not prolit.ible to till, and from tliese rhsfriet?. it is 

e.isv to obt.nn .i tr.in'sfer. 'I'liere .ire also inhabitants whom 

« 

the* conmumes would prefer to be without; and there .ire 
pe.isants who, from the .leeonnts they h.i\e received liom 
former neiehbonrs or tn^n rel.itives,..ire desirous of seeking; 
fortune m Siberi.i. 'I'here .iii^ .iNo colonial communes who 
wish to receive furthci settlers of the ri^ht kind ; these are 
"eiier.illv m .i position to their interests and to obt.iin 

wh.it thev require. 

When the State .ittiaiipts to colonise p.irticul.ir districts 
with free settlers the .ittenqit h.is |iro\ed costly. 

In the m.iiitime prO'. mces, for nist.mce, m 1.S83 tile St.itc 
p.iid 1300 I'onbles, or .ibont {130, to each f.iniilv volunteer- 
ip;;. .-\fter Ii' 83, the would-bc eminr.uits h.id to deposit £,()0 
e.ich f.imik befor* le.ivine Iv’iissi.i, and received the sum 
upon .irriwil at \’l.idAoslok. Ihese Liter tree colonists h.ive 
thrived, the St.ite-''nbsidi>ed f.imiliesdo b.idlv, f.irin indittei ently 
anti live jiooiiv. .XccordiiiL; to the ottici.il report the lirst 
settlers show no impi ovelilent. “Then hon*es are'no better 
th.in those they had m Rusm.i. ,' 1 'he liiSt ve.ii e\en, thev are in 
need of further assist.mee. The settlers who c.iine of then 
own accord 1 av no .itleiition to wh.it these Sl.ite-siibsidised 

* ' ^ t 

colonisis tell them, but follow tin ir own |iid“ment. One 
result IS th.it they have in the south I'ssnri disliict converted 
unh;;.ilthy tr.icts ol w.iste in.irshv land into excellent .liable 
farms.” 

xState immie;i.uus ii.ive the 1 i.kht to the followm)^ 

Subsidies: For lraveihn“ ex[ienses, eaih f.imily, 173 roubles; 
setthn;^ e.xjKiises, 130 loiibles; seed, for two acres; timber 
<is needed. After three ve.irs’ residence [nissiblv liefore 
further assist.ince in.ly be .en. In one district Hooo roubles 
were so j»iven in one'^immei f 23,000 rouliles were demanded. 
In f.ict, the tie.isant knows the j^ovirnmenl will help him, and 
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he is too often content to he heljied, aiKl.rarely attempts to un- 
pryvi; his position heyoncl that of tlie imijik in European 
l^ussia. It IS also a fact that tlie numhcr«of settjers is unsatis- 
f.ictory. At Clieh 4 liinsk about a hundi'ed thousand register 
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N't'.iilv tliL^opcniii^^ ot liie r.iil\v;iy ; mx tliou^^aiul in 

addition lake tlie old post-road In'* way of Tobolsk. Many 
lall a\\a\ during the lournev. ttl thh number ici^isteied at 
the border stations, onlv about Ihn’c lilths reach the bar East, 
because thev ha\c not the c.ish to carry them tluouj4h to 
their (IcstinatKiu ; or thev kre of the iourncy .md settle down 
bclorc icarhuyc the remote distiict ; or they arc IcmplerMiy 
sccmmelv hieh w.iors to woik m the gnnes or other mdus- 
tii.il enlr'i pi isis they pass by on then way east. • 

The unsuccr’Ssfuraeiicultural l.ibourer, of the pauper class,* 
IS the r'lnier.iut most unw iscly’treated by the State. He ,md 
his aic cit'her coineved bv sea to Vladie'ostok, or torwaidec . 
overl.uul to Central Sibeiia. He .acts a tree pass; he is (ed 
dunna the Iona ,ournev, well-hAused aj, his destination and 
kept there iij idleness, sometimes for months, betore being 
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assij^nccl Ins hind. ^I'roin tlic i^ovi'innu'iil stores he ijets an 
allowance ol jirocisions and the necessary aLfricnltnr.d niiple- 
inents, seeds, and instruction. lie li'.ives, conlirincd in his 
idleness, Inlly .l•-sllred tint the State must, and will, siii'iuort 
him, ,ind more or h-^s careless ol the amouiyt to his debit fm 
.idvanccs. Sometimes betore he lias bi'cn asked for Ibe hist 
p.ivnicnt, he is tired of Sibeii.i .md woik. lie cannot deal 
his around, the insLtts amu.y him, his stock docs not thrive, 
Sibcri.i does not suit him, the older settlei s ,ire ae;.mist him ; 
so he aives up ,md drills. Sometimes die imim!.;r.ition autho¬ 
rities .11 c .It l.uilt. 'l'he\' hie,lie men l.iborioiislv haph,i/,ird. ()r, 
the ceiitr.il authoi itv is to bl.iiiu- Iw atteiiipliiiL; w ilh sueli minii- 
aranls to oust I'xiled .ind I'.irK'fri'e settleis whom tin- 
meiit consider to be'qu.illii s. L.md which has been de.ued 
.111(1 m.ide to Skid .i prolitable retiii n i ^ w i esti. d 1 1 oiil I liosi.- w ho 
h.ive .ilw.ivs tilled it. .iiid .ip[ioi lioiied to the more l.isonied 
new -coiiiei s on ti,-i nis. .Somelmies tlu' lU'w-i oiiu i s hold to 
their aitt ; 'ometmies the toi mer holdeis m.nriar loc.i|oleoi 
liiL;hten them ,iw,iv. In sm h distiuls iheie w aioiv stiilc th.iii 
honest l.ib.nir. 

rile nijmi 4 i.mt. who is .ihiiost ,i p.mpi r, i' so tu-.iled Iw 
the miniie;i .ilioii ollueis tint ,is olteii as not he bee oiiii s .ib- 
solutelv [i.iupel ised, and le.ii iis |o depend upon ihe .mlhoiities 
lor eversihma, eveivlhme; to him beiiiL; the bale neic's.irics 
ot lllc. ‘rile s|\ Wicks' se.i sdV.iee, the i omtoi t.il.'le hollsiim 
and ao(,d food at the niiaiiai ation station tend to make Ihe 
pe.is.int di'inclmed to' beam .ifiesli m .i i tide loa-lml on 
sir;;in soil, with none but sti.maeis aioiind him, .md iiii- 
known ditticullies and d.mj.t*-''''’ ('i‘esentina Iheiiisebis ,it es er\' 
turn. 

rile Cossacks w el e ordei ed to oci lips' the e.istei II pi ovinci's 
aiu'l ssere .issij^ni'd ti.icts o| si\tv acKs (.iili m.m ; this w.is 
lopnd to be insiitlK lent, .md then w.is aneii them .ill Ihi' 
l.iiid .ilona the Coss.uk tiontiei to a ifislaiii'e ot lisc mills 
from the bound,iiv; Liter tins s\,is iiuie.ised to lillei'ii miles, 
blit the Ic-aalilv of tlii' oidi r is disjuilcd. Settlers out m the 
.Amur and eastern dislnds are e.vpei ted to be content svilh 
grants of scsen to le^i .urista man; and a ma\imnni ol 270 
acri's to .1 I'ommime, ot liftei'ii l.iiiulies. In Jins teiriloiv 
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when, live years a^o, it*was fonnd tliat nearly a hunclrecl 
(lionijand acres in all had been acquired hy^etllers, the all^t-‘ 
ment of common lands to private individuals was forbidden 
if siicli land was within sixty miles of the river Amur or the 
line of any liiil^vay, bnildine or pioposed to be built*. The 
commjimes of settlers are allowed a twent}^ ye.irs’ lease, renew¬ 
able on certain conditions and at a higher rent. In all there 
are only about 130,000 acres actually in oTciipation throu}.thout 
the provmce. 

> Ifi the littoral terrilorv, where the same rules are enforced, 
mattei s ai e no betler. J n a district,of 330,500 square miles, 
raiyttmq 2400 miles Irom north to south, there are onlv seventy 
settlers owmi; the Lind they farm. Here, loo, the Cossacks ai'e 
f.noiired, some having nearly 100 acres a man, ,ind others terri¬ 
torial riqhts over the land five miles iiji and down the river and 
si.\ miles ml.ind from their riparian settlements. To induce 
ordm.irv settlers to t.ike up land in this region, the Government 
Gave a free p.iss.iGc to a limited number of families each year, 
and the railway provided liviiiG accommodation at a cost of 
another 100,000 roubles. Russian subjects resident in America 
are also .illowed to sidtk' in Siberia on Ihe s^ime teryns, but the 
coimirv is not open lo foreiGners. Ivath Isiissian family of 
IMoneer farmers transferred to eastern Siberia is supposed to 
h.ive cost the Goveiaiment about Lioo for transportation 
char,Ges aUme. , 

'file seltlenient of tfie “ lan^l of* the white sun” began in 
1851) ; forty years later there were fewTr th.m 7000 families in 
1 10 settlements, haviiiG about 10,000 males between the ages of 
sixteen and sixty, who pay taxes and are liable for military 
service. Although the seUlers in the Amur district had an 
allotment of about 100 acres to each family, the acreage under 
ciilti\-alion is small -less than 42,000 acres, d'he s^ettlers them¬ 
selves number over 45,000, consequently tlie dc’mand for grain 
IS greater than they*can supply, and flour is impoi'ted to tlie 
extent of over 90,000,000 pouiufs a year. The meat market is 
not supplied by the settlers; the towns and garrisons draw, 
their supplies from M.incluiria, but it has been recently pro¬ 
posed to forbid the importation of loreig^i cattle altogether. 

'I'lie settlors, not being freeholders, do not take that interest 
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in then' lu)Ulini;s otiicr pioneer fanners slu)\v. They do not 
^ nnrse their f.irnnv, hnt trv to aet all that is posMlile from the 
villain soil, and .ifter einht or ten ero(is have been reared tfiev 
take over afresh portion. II.iv tluv mow from the nntilled 
meadiw>v w.isle-., and, whether old settlers or new, tlk'v are 
• leeiised of r.ip.ieions and mdisciaet f.irmma, bee.nise thev do 
not (h-velop the l.iiul they tempor.irilv oceupv. The Molok.ms, 
Diikhohors, .uul other seelari.tn settlers aie the most active 
farmers, ,md h.ive the latest improved maehmerv, but, m the 
words ol .111 ottici.il rej'iorl, “this l.ict does not pro\e th.it, 
hiisb.mdrv h.is become snb|ecled to a more n.ition.il oia;ani- 
s.ition or progressed in anv w.iv. All this irw m.iclnnerv 
onlv serves to extend the w.istetnl exploit.Uion of the l.iiid." 
Anv sort ot cnltiv.ition is belter th.m none, thon”h the .mthoii- 
ties III.IV 111 It think so. 

In Sibeii.i it Is the Chin.im.in .done who stoops to the /'e/i/e 
11/////0'ot the sp.ide, .tnd r.iiscs \eoel.ibles .is thoneh his l.iim 
weie a .“.irden. 

Accordme to the otlici.il re'urns o| the soutli Cssiii i (listnet, 
tile harvest is entirelv dependent on the anionnt ol cnltiwition. 
't\ tide iiidlel, the Chinese erain, vields 500-lold, the .iver.i.ec 
retiirn of sown crops is fifteen to Iweiitv fold under Chinese 
cn.tiv.ition, eipjlit to ten fold Iroin the Linds occupied bv Uiissiaii 
settlers. 

rite Chinese compete snccesslullv .ipcinist Ihissi.ins m l.ii in- 
111“, yet thev will not workaii the lields whilst it i.iiiis, .md it is 
dnriiiL; the r.nnv se.isoiRth.d most of the cnitiv.dme is done m 
Siberi.i. The Chinese ,ind k'oie.iiis .dri,id\' settled m the 
m.iritime ['irovince nnniber ne.irlv 30,000, exi liiswe of coolies 
emploved tempor.irilv in towns. 

Tr.ide Is brisk iwervwhere, but comnieiic is 111 its ml.iiuv. 
Mil Ml of what Is prodnt ed is consumed loe.dl v, .md the dem.md 
IS increasing;* •l'‘iom western Siberia, ni.inv tons of butler Imd 
w.iy to the Kn;;hsh maiket, but it is bV w.iv ot Iteiim.irk, 
where It is lem.ide and so h.indied .is to render it mdistm^iiish- 
able from “ best D.inish.'' Some corn reaches Ihissi.i, some is 
e.xported, much miire mij^ht be r.iised and marketed profit.iblv. 

Siberi.i has some of the lliiest me.idow .md pr.iii le p;r.i/in^ 
jiroitncl III the woi Id ; the stock m a few districts^ is p;o(nl, but 
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must be improved if it is 4 o compete with imported me;it in the 
Enj’lish market. Much of the best laud is,in tlie ii.mds pf 
peoplti who know 110 better way of tisiuv milk than allowing,' it 
to stand until sour, then eatinn the curds. t»)ther settlers 
uncferstand farmin^dretter ; these succeed, and in a few, years 
want better machinery th.iv the (iovernnient depots supply. 
They combine to purchase the latest har»esters, 1 capers, and 
threshers, and can elut a local market. „\\'hat Siberia wants 
most is men—f^ood farmers and hard workers. If ^'aberi.i were 
thrown open to the world to colonise it would n^t men of the 
right kind. But as the foreigner in.iy not own land m the 
Russian Empire, it will nrtt get them, t*or none will lie so unwise 
■IS to go so far simply as tenant‘farmers. Siberia must w.iit for 
the slow, uncertain methods of the I’tnssian settler to eniich 
her; the peasant who is slow in coming and slow in getting to 
work, the peasant who has no aspiration and is content to 
derive from fhe soil the bare necessaries of life for himself .iiid 
his family. In his wake there are as many artisans, traders, and 
non-producers as his labour will support. 'I'he most popular 
cartoon in Siberia is one showing the peasant tilling in order to 
enrich State and church officials, middleinen and inanuf.ic-* 
turers. At the present, rate of settlement, if will l.iki' genera¬ 
tions to colonise Siberia, so that in the end Russia nuisl be out¬ 
stripped for British colonies and other lands, with no greater 
natural advantages, have a much greater population, and 
produce much mifle wealth. 

Taken altogether, Siberia is .t very o|,dinary country ; much 
of it, the barren lands of the Arctic zone and the stunted 
forests, possesses no wealtji. The remainder has amjile 
resources, but they need exploitation, and to make of Siberia 
as rich a country as it could and should lie, it is necessary to 
attract thither without delay colonists as good as the average 
emigrants from western Europe. Such toloni'^ts Would need 
to work hard, and Iw; nursed and protected by the State hi 
addition, if Siberia is ever to ia*’al colonies like Canada and 
Australia, which have obtained an enormous start. It will not 
he sufficient to people the country, as Russia is peopling U, with 
peasants whose ideas of agricultuv* are rudimentary, who know 
not how to grow fruiis or avail themselves ot foreign markets 
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or with incii content to hibour in ihincs for a rouble a (lav, 
when workers at'^ailcf mines elsewhere make live times as much, 
and are able to spend all they receive. Such settlers as Siberia 
is receivinu are worth little more to the industrial centres of 
Russia than are the native Mongol tribes who feed, clothe, and 
house themselves entirely without Outside help.' For the settlers 
have tew w.ints, and fewer opportunities to attain positions in 
advance of those t'liey occupied m western Russia ; they 
become self-siipportino, but not rich, and thev do m'lt add to 
the wealth of the land on which they live. 

With the present conditions of settlement and e.vploilation, 
the wilder, remoter Siberia has no prospect of .1 satisfactory 
future for its inhabitants. There is no wealth to attract oreat 
companies, no freedom for die individual .y'old-dieger or 
pioneer, and no certainty tif tenure for whomsoever mi^ht 
attempt to win from Xature the best she will yield in the way 
of base mmer.ils, fuel or timber. With enormous fore.sts 
roltmu with a^e or bemu burned out through the carelessness 
of settlers, Siberri has had to import wood for its railways from 
America. With e.xcellent wheat land and a climate favourable 
'10 uood u|-,,\vth and detrimental to all insect jiests, it has to 
import j^rain or lloiy from abroad ; with line prairie land, 
excellent pastiiraLte and hay in abundance to be had anvwhere 
for the harvesting, Siberian towns have to be supplied with 
meat froi'n Chfna and elsewhere. With climate am] soil suited 
to fruit ^rowiiye, all fruits and \e,i4elables are*imported, because 
the .ittempts m.ide to> cultivale the varieties from European 
Russia have not succeeded. 

Siberia would be better entitled to its new name of the 
(lolden East if it were cultivated so as to provide a yearly 
surplus of commodities, instead of beino drained of its gold, 
its*furs, and wild products. Siberia needs, or will need, a 
f(Vestry department such as th.it of India ; commissioners of 
inl.ind ilsheries, and laws for the protect'ion and propagation 
of fish in lakes and rivers : \ IFiard to regulate the draining 
of marsh lands and the irrigation of meadows, in the nianv 
districts where the rivers are silting up and changing into 
bitter lakes to become in furn desolate wastes. Until these 
things are done and done well, the country will not support a 
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large' population of thn\i«ig agi Kullurists a population wliidi 
can found towns anil maintain the nfliabiianis of them •in" 
cir«urnst;inces ei|u;il to those shopkeejHTs and artisans lind m 
European cities. Ep to the present Sibernm tiadb- is unimpor¬ 
tant* considering the area and population. 'The special 
e.xports are nio'^llv n.itiiral .producls lioni the slopes on the 
Ihicilic coast. 'I’hi' trades ,iie not enet)ift',,ged bv the Sl.ile 
because chieily practised bv loieigneis, .gul one ot the latest 
restnclious is directed ag.imst thi' (piite harmless se.i-lishmg tm 
the I’acilic, bec.iuse the |,ipanese ptiiiiciilarK' ha\e sni parsed the 
Vnssians m developing it. From the ind of the njoi-i wmtei 
it IS to be reseiaed loi RiiVsian snb|ecrs. 

It ollici.il piibhc.ilions mav Itl- t.iken ,is liiistaoilhv Sibeii.i 
IS the viclim of much lap.icity Irom piiv.ite mdi\i(hials who 
attempt to enrich thimsehcs ,it •the espeiwe ot hei ii.itiii.il 
resources, 'kite native tr.ippers kill e\er\ thing thev t .m i.itch ; 
the tiadeisbiiv lor .le little .is the selKis will t.ike, .md the 
Ehinese, with whom alone some ot the n.itives will de.il, even 
trust the n.itives and give them ciedit, .ind thus “ 1 .ip.ieioiislv 
exploit ” them. Aw.iv m tlie liozeii noith, where it cos|-,moie 
nearly /.200 a ye.ii th.in one to m.imt.im .1 wm km.in at the gold* 
mines, the (lovei nmenl,pl.lint is th.it the^lasl gr.im ot gold is 
not extr.icted from the tailings, ,ind that gi.ivel with less than .1 
/olotnik to the himdied poods is thiown iside as woilhless. 
W’lien th'.' WDiking ee.i^on is so short, ,ind there ^s gi.ivel 
olit.nn.ible cont.iinfng lour /o’otniks pi the nie.isiiie niste.id of 
one, only a Chin, nn. in would sti.p to wojk the pooler e.iith. 

Tlie pohev .idopiled bv tlie (iovermneni mav be sound, but 
the e.xeciition fails bee.iiise Ion much is attempted. Ilisqmle 
right to protect the mitive inhabit,mts, to piovide that the 
mining or other comp,lines enci o.ichmg upon their hinds sli.ill 
p.iy for siirf.ice (hsliirb.ince and .illovv w.iy-leaves loi lishiilg, 
hunting and tr.ippmg, but, bec.iiise the regnl.ilinns' i.innot be 
enfoiced liy the (iovemment or undeiolood liy tlie n.itives, 
there must lie ipitirrels, and it waiild be bettei to permit the 
natives' rights to be bought out, and thiinselves settled else¬ 
where th.in around ;i colony of impoiled labour. Instead ot 
tailing to prevent the daring, ind1vldn.1l tr.idei limn li.iiteiing 
hi|uor with the natives, it would lie bi>t<Hf,,.fip;nake e.ich district 
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over to u company, such as the Hiiotson Hay Company is in 
Ctmada. And, beyofid all, instead of reserving immense tracks 
f(jr possdile further exploitation by the (iovernment, it Would 
be better for‘Siberi;t to encourage the adventurous gold-digger 
from every country, and allow him to enrich himself and his 
neighbours. • 

Where, then, is* the Golden East ? So far as the outside 
world is concerned,It certainly is not to be found in Siberia. 
Tile country is not new in the sense Westerners understand. It 
has been sparsely populated for centuries; it has towns hoary 
with age compared with the thriving cities of western America 
or the Hritish Australian colonies. ‘'I'he men who discovered 
the Kara Sea route into Mid-Siberia believed they would tap a 
new country, and were surprised to lind large towns and a 
complex administration of imperial laws and local bye-laws m 
forest vill.iges, bv men as familiar with western schools of 
thought and modern usages as were the adventurers them¬ 
selves. Siberia h.is grown slowly, but it has never had ihe 
vigour and elasticity of youth, and the attempts now being 
m.ide to coax it into robust hcall by manhood are far fi om being 
' siiccesst 111. 

No system is so ,little likely to pro[luce men as tliat which 
at present prev.iils in Siberia. The natives alone are indepen¬ 
dent. The colonists depend upon the local ofticials, almost 
evi'ry official depends upon the m.m in the office above him, 
and too oftmi the man high in oftlee depeiftls upon the heads 
of his department in St. PeteiVburg. 

The officials are frequently changed or, ,it least, are moved 
from place to place. Most think only of their own advance¬ 
ment in rank, knowin-g that if only they can hold their places 
long enough promotion w ill come in time, for preferment is 
due to “ pull,” not to the preferred individu.d's own quality of 
V push.” The local men are too frequently harassed by the 
departmental inspector from the capital, a man who has no 
local experience or practical knowledge of the wants of a 
neighbourhood, but is grounded in general theories of govern¬ 
ment and who honestly believes that by writing on paper he 
can effect reforms. You eSn get in Russia statistics on every 
conceivable subjee-t ; reports, theories, plans, projects in- 
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luiinerable ; excellent sitrveys of rivers have been made, but 
good charts of navigable channels are r;tie—there ladAriu* 
eifds, when it is dredgers and groins that aie wanted worst 
of all. If the room were cold yon would get fen oflicials to 
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note the yiermoyieter, shake it, and make drawings of im¬ 
proved instruments, cluirts, and scales, but not a man of them 
to put a few blocks of wood in the stote. If any one thought 
of that he would wait an order from SI. Peteisburg before he 
would direct any one to do*it. 'I'he amount of fuel to be usetl 
in a (Government stove woiijd have been settled by order, and 
as had been ordered, so, no doubt, had all been done, and^the 
remedy would need to be found elsewjiere—soothe oflicials 
would argue. If England siilfers from red ‘tape Siberia" is 
bound in crimson cables—yet not so much so as is Russia. ' 
'I'he ludicrous extent to which ofticialism is carried may be 
exemplilied by a recent event. Vladivostok is riverless and 
lisherless. Russian lishennen frojn Nikolaievsk went down to 
the port with a cargo of lish, and were proyided with a certificate 
from the cusEnns that the catch was Russian. The caigo was 
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not allowed to enter because, as sollie rej^ulation indicated, 

•go»xls in bond must be sealed, and though the hatches had the 

seals of the Nikolaievsk Customs, the lish themselves had ilot 

—-and it was tAe lish, not the hatches whch were to be imported. 

So the* cargo was taken north again, and \'ladivostok market 

remains lish less. • 

) ... * 

Sometimes there are occasions when the local ollicial gets 

his opportunity. He ought to act, but he will not. Then 
comes the time —but seldom, it is true—when he Hot only 
ought to act, but must. He generally acts well in the circiim-^ 
st.inces, and if it is a matter of importance, his renown reaches 
high cpiarters and he is rewarded. Hut if it is not a m.itter of 
general imirortance or public clangei', the general wish is to 
keep the atlair secret, lest it : lioiild be re[iorted aiul possibly 
give a chance for some higher olhcial to criticise. 'Hie 
chinovnik has little or no conlidence in his own |udgmeut; 
he must follow the particular insti iictions in the multitudinous 
orders which are showered upon him from v.inoiis depart¬ 
ments. 

Sd'cria has been made, so far as it is made, by men who 
have feoiibled less tor aiithoritv than do those who now come 
out to take otfice. Men who have been exiled or convicted, 
and have made the most of such opportunities as were pre¬ 
sented to them, h.ive arisen to wealth and sometimes to office. 
Others haVe siR'ceeded by craft ; they .ire aiithorisecl to de.il m 
one commodity, and lor it *.ubslitute .mother ; they may bai ter 
salt, but their s.ilt is spir'd ; thev may go north, and inste.id, go 
east. Others, under cover of then' oflici.il positions, have traded 
or acquired properly. When dete'Cted they have resigned, and 
to avoid a sc.ind.il the'resign.ition has been accepted. Then 
they have continued to tr.ide and to acquire property. Of the 
foreign tiriiis who li.iye succeeded there .iie comparatively few. 
Their number hicre.ises but slowly, and the opportunities lor 
acquiring we.illh iii the m.inner the pioSieers gained it are 
decre.ising. 
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W lIKK’K till' Kiiiii.ir.i Hills iiiId the Aiiiiir tlirr;.' i isrs ,i 
line blull which is siiriiionnlrd with ,111 iiiiiiiiiisc non 
cross to coiiiiiiciiioratc ,i iiiccliiii; ol “compciciil men ” held 
(0 collier as to the r(‘iiiiircmeiits ol the khissi.iii ripai 1,111 
provinces. 'I'lie t.ihlet on the memorial is nisei ihed with the 
words “Power lies not in lorce, but m loie," Irom the open¬ 
ing address ol the then ('lovernor, H.iron Koiil. Willmi a 
hnndred miles ol the cross is the scene ol the teirihle mas- 
s.icrc of Chinese bv the K’nssi.nis in ipoo. It is ,i loiin \\,iv 
from the text of l),:idn Koill, to the ,ui^ whicli, cnhnm.ited 
111 the crime at Pl.ft^oM'shchensk, bnl» so loiii^ .iitu ,is iS(S(i, 
the conference of “ coni|H'tenl men" ,il Kh.ib.novsk deuded 
tint “the Chinese 111 the disiricl are obnoxious, .md aie to 
lie tolcmU'h only so loip^ ,is they ,ire iiecess.irv. Siiili me.isiires 
nuisl be l.dreii ,is will ,c;r,idn.illy put pressure upon them, and 
force them to leave ns.” * 

Russian ch.ir,icier is .issmiied to be so imich ne.ner .ikiii to 
the Chinese .is to eivc RussAiiis .1 sn|ierior )iosilion over western 
nations m deahipe with the,|ieoplc ol (lie Far F.isl. 'I'liose who 
tear the western mmr.ilion of the Chinese look to Khissi.i as the 
bniwaik which will prevent the “ veljow dan.i^er” reacInipL; 
Europe ; .1 simple conlideiice winch kids maV sh.ike. K’ussi.i 
has not demonstr.ifcd that she is more c.ip.ible than others i» 
dealiii}* w ith the Chinese ; she* is as miable as other n.itioiis to 
tiiid a people able to compete wath the yellow races m par- 
ticnl.ir nuhistries, and n'iste.id of Rnssi.i colonisiiin and con¬ 
trolling Manchuria .md China, it is possible that m the end 
Siberia will Jie peopled by the native r.ices of the Pacilic littoral. 
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Much of the country east of Baikal,‘if not absolutely occu- 
l')ie(fi by the Chinese, was overrun by fugitives and adventurers 
from Mancliuria and the Chinese provinces further to*tlfe 
south. In time these were driven back into Manchuria. In 
1885 all'Mant/.i within Russian territory were required to take 
out Russian passporls according tir special rufes, paying^ live 
roubles each for thesF, and three roubles hue for any delay; 
those not possessing passports at a later date spccilied, were put 
across the border and given into the charge of the Chinese 
Covernor. This stopped the influx of criminal Chinese, 
and put considerable power into the hands of petty officials. 

The Roreans in the territory were not treated in the same 
manner, but, as the natives, were regarded as Russian subjects. 
They submitted to Russian laws and were governed by Russian 
authorities. The Koreans are a lazy, thriftless people ; the 
Russians say three of them dig with one spade, and at Khaba¬ 
rovsk the same opinion was expressed with regard to them as 
tpioted in reference to the Chinese population. 

1 he influx from Korea was stayed; the Koreans in the 
territory—there is a Korean colony as far north as Blagoslov- 
ennoe on the Amur, 712 versis from Blagoveshchensk—were 
forbidden to wear their,hair Korean fashion, or to found isolated 
settlements. Actually no notice is taken of these enactments. 
The Koreans wear their national costume, live in their own 
settlements, cultivate their holdings, raise enough for themselves, 
and have as little as possible in commim with their Russian 
rulers as they have with their Climese competitors. A quiet, in- 
ottensive people, they endure whatever treatment may be 
accorded them, and in the end go on as they have done from 
time immemorial. 

1 he enactments against the Chinese are used as a source of 
income by local officials, sometimes these men—whether wilhin 
or beyond their legal rights—subject the helpless Chinese to 
■rules of their own making. For instance, not so long ago, the 
chief of police in the town of Vladivostok issued an order that 
all the Chinese in the district, numbering over 30,000, should 
have upon their passports a miniature portrait of the chief of 
police himself. For this the usual charge made was a rouble, 
and many thousands were sold before some person of superior 
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authority stopped tlie practice. This s.uue man, m ordiT to 
squeeze nuonev from tlie Chinese, on an'ollur oceasion suw>- 
iiKrned all the well-to-do coolies, the " hoys " m qood employ, 
aud_ petty traders, to rep,ur ,it once to an open sfiace, uhcie.t 
larf^e number, was coralled and a passpoi t demanded ol each 
man. , Whoever could not [fl-oduce the p.iper, properly in older, 
was commanded to purchase a copv.it oncP, .it the pi ice ol live 
roubles. 'I'hose who asked leave to qo to their Iiouks m order 
to fetch the paper were allowed to do so upon p,i\ meiit ol, a 
Jine of live roubles e.ich, .md .m r-xti.i rouble to the m.m who 
accompanied them—the same exir.i fee was ex.Kled from those 
who had not the reqnirecr re.idv moiiev upon them, .md could 
not, or would not, borrow of tfieir fellows. Th.it pl.m would 
not answer a second time—the foreign mcrcli.mls whose 
“boys” had been t.ikcn from thein wciw loudest m compl.mi¬ 
me—so more receiillv .mother method was devisc.'d. ,\ petition 
was sent to the head of the dep.u'lnu'iit in St. I’eleisbiii e pi ax- 
111}' th.it a certain Chin.mi,111, .1 sin,ill ti .idesin.m, whose ii.imc 
w.is j^iveii, mieht h.ive tlu' sole rieht of “r.mlm}^ le.ive to Chm.i- 
men to st.iy in, or to leave, the counirv, as tliev were so \ei\ 
nimierous that the police, li.ivim; more Ilian enoiiqh to do willi* 
Siberian mh.ibit.mts, wi*.hed to be relieved ^it fliis duly m 1 espee t 
of the Chinese. The answer w.is tin- issue ol an .mllioi is.ilion 
to the irerson named. It w.is not .1 sole .mthoi isalion, so the 
recipient, lymbtless after conleri iii}^ w ith the )iT.'titiowei, wimt 
to the other otfici.l 1 who. h.id the ri} 4 lil to issue p.issporls, ,md 
tried to bai't^am for the sole rij^liT. “ In^te.id of ch.ir,e;ir .}4 lliesi 
Chinese nine roubles,” said he, “ I will ch.iiqc litteeii, .md ol 
the e.xtia si.\ you shall ha\'e tMo, the duel will Ii.iye two, ,md 
two I will keep for my trouble.” 

Soinetiines the Chinese lind w.ivs of }^elliiyq eyeii with the 
Covei innent, cerlamlv they make one passpoi t serve loi .ii^Cod 
number of dillerent men, and they .iie clever smuiAtlcrs. '1 lie 
import duty 011 a siiit of clothes for ,i Chinese coolie is about 
two roubles, levely ten days or*so throiij^liout the open se.ison 
a ship brmi»s five hundred or more coolies to \'ladivostok. ()n 
one occ.ision a merchant came bv the shiji, and j^ave to e.ich 
man a new suit of clothes, even fo ula, 01 moccasins, to wcai 
whilst goin;^ on shore, and promised etich ten copeeks if they 
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went slr.uj^liUvav to a pl.icc n.lined, afid t’.ivc up the suits tliere. 
Tte Chmaincn were flelieliled to oblige ; the authorities inarle 
no oh|eelioii to tliese men landing—such well-dressed, elean- 
lookiiig eooWes had never eoine to the port helore. Not a 
Chinawian failed to return Ins elothes, as new, into store ; and 
the eustoms was deprixed of (.50, a small in.itter, but ))ne of 
manv le.ikages the Chinese prodiiee bv their persistenee. 

The Russians attempt to best the CInnese in every deal, and 
bijtisl of their suecesses. They also “ biiilv " the eoohes, but in 
mv presenee were never so harsh ,uid eruel as the Chinese are 
to each othei. In faet the I^ussians not mlreqiieiillv slop the 
Chinese Iroin killing eaeh other in their qirirrels. I have also 
seen an immigrant show mg, \ erv good-huniourediv, a China¬ 
man how to dig up his own potatoes without spoiling the crop 
by euttmg into the tubers wiih a spade. 'I’he “ boy ” obieeted ; 
the Iviissian piisisted. 'I'lie Chin,im.in went for the police ; 
who c.mie at once upon Ins c.ill ,ind only by superior know¬ 
ledge of “ pidgin Riissi.in ” convinced the “ boy ” that he w.is in 
the wrong. 

01 the many stones one hearil ol Russian superiority the 
■following is typic.il. 

.\ .M.inchu noble, who h.id browbe.ileii Ins Iellow-tr.ivelleis 
ahghled at h'li-h-.ihde, at the same tune w.irnmg Ins eom- 
pamons that he would decapit.ite any of them presiinung to 
,i[ipropri,ite liiV se.il. A sin.utly dressed ,uid gijod-looking 
young Russi.ui l.idy entered the coupe, ;uid took the unoeeupied 
seat, despite the Iriendly adviCe ol the other p.issengers. The 
Af.inchu returned. Hew into .1 r.ige, and drew Ins eiiryed sabre. 
'I'he young lady, eoolK' eovermg'Imn w ith a slinimg reyoUer, 
s.iid, “ ^’ou luive thre.itvneil to dec.ipitate .iny one t.iking your 
seat. Do you l.ike us for a pack of cowardly .M.iudarius f ” .iiid 
pointing to the sp.iee at her leet, she obseiwed, “There is your 
pi,ice, my lien,’.” 'I'he Manehii surrendered, accepted the lowly 
position .ind w.itched the revolyer. 

'file ckirkest page 111 the history of Russo-Chinese rekitions 
is tint concerned with the massacre at Bkigoyeshehensk in 
1900. Of that horrible crime the Russians do not care to 
speak, and though the main facts are fairly well known it is 
difficult to get any tw'o eye-witnesses to agree .is to the details. 
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I lie.ird nuirc than a clo/.cn accounts of wliat took place, from 
pel sons wlio were in Hlaj^or eslicheiisk a1 tlic»tmu' ; li oin soiiu’ 
wfio actually wituessed the work ol slauylilei', hut .ill the veisioiis 
I here seems to he no .iccur.ile knowledge of the 
niimher (il (^hinese m the town on |ulv i iijoo ; tliiTc wrai' 
cert.iyily more than three titous.uid, ,md tewr'r th.m tweKe. It 
IS also known th.it troiihloiis limes wcre*.ipprelK'nded hy tlu' 
Chmese themselves: IIk' .lulhorilies it not .ictu.ilK’ u.lined, 
cert.iinl^ ouyhl to h.ivi' ohservial such immisl.ik.ihle symptoms 
as the evacii.itiou of tiu' town hv the Ic.idmy lueia h.mts .md 
wr'II-to-do Chinese resiikmls. 'I'll.it llu'v did not, pro\es citlu'i 
that the Khissians arc not so \iyil.mt ,md liieless .is \\e think 
them to he, or that they do not imderst.md the Chinese so 
thormyyhK- ,is they proless to do. 

I he lirino upon the \csseJs p.i'ssino up the.Xnmi, until done 
Irom the torts, could h.iidiv hi‘ .iccepled ,is .in .ut ol w.ir, since 
it w.is not altogether nneommon. 'I'he Chmest- oiitl.ius on 
the south h.ink not mireqnenllv m.ide .itl.icks upon those n.i\i- 
y.ilino die i-uer, and, .illhoneh the K’lissi.ms did \is,t Aiemi 
I redlienlly, there u.is no uener.il mtercoiirse ; IIk v weie hooted 

111 IIr’ sli eels, .md the Chinese who i ondncled them wefe 

• • 

seriously m.tilled, .iinl sometimes [ml, to death lor h.ivme 
hronelil “ loreioil de\ils" into the sellleinenl. hi l.u t, the 
loc.il Chinese thoni;hl the Khissi.ins wished to ocriipv Ihe 
country, jiid ihd^all tliev d.ire to deter them. * I'Ir* e\clnsion 
ot the lAissi.ins Irom .V.nichnna whs ,is coiii|)lete .is Ihe dwellei s 
on thr' river h.nik could render it. 

Soon .liter Ihe ships .nrix'eclal BlaRox'eshchensk wilh Ihe 
news th.it they h.id been llred ii|ion, me.isnres weie taken to 
secure all Ihe river cr.ill frum the Chfnese side ol the sire.mi, 
111 order that Ihe town myalil not he inv.ided fiom Ihe sin.ill 
Chinese seltlemeiil, Sakhah.ni, immedi.ilely opposilr' Ihe I’fiissi.in 
town. Here the river is .ihont eiy;ht hnndreA x.irds m width, 
. 111(1 111 Slimmer abi'iril nine Icel in depth m the mam (h.nmels. 
On Ihe S.itnrday evening tlKte was yfre.it e.Ncitemeiil m the 
China-town, crackers were fired, and the mh.ihil.nils of 
IfkiRoveshcheiisk liecame thorony;hlv alarmed. 'I'liere were 
fewer th.in 500 soldiers ni Ihe town, and the citizens weie 
h.istilv enrojiedand armed. Next day when Ihe town was fired 
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upon, rind it was evident that war was*meant, panic seized the 
auUiorities and iijsteafl of interviewing the Chinamen in the 
town, who remained quiet and could have persuaded Ihftir 
fellow-countrfmen to withdraw, it was decided—some say on 
the receipt of telegraphic orders from St. Pttersburg—to force 
the Chinamen to cross the river to* the Manch*urian side_^. In 
order to do this sufcessfully their quarter of the town was 
.aided, and the Chinamen thus secured driven at the point of 
the, bayonet towards Verkhne-Blagoveshchensk, some three 
miles up the river from the centre of the town, and there forced 
iirto the river though they could not ford the stream. Those who 
attempted to regain the shore were lireci upon. 

Some parties were persuadetf, rather than forced, to go to 
Verkhne-Hlagoveshchensk, believing that there they would find 
means for reaching the other Side, and, as the Chinese were all 
pr.ictically unarmed, they were quite as terror-stricken at being 
in the power of the Russians, as the Russians were by the 
belief that they were it the mercy of the China-town popula¬ 
tion. The approach to the river bank being at a right angle, 
the Chinese and the guards were prevented by the rising ground 
fi«om seeing what was taking place in the river, until they were 
actually upon its biank^ (Dn arriving theje the guards rushed 
the helpless Chinese down the steep declivity into the water. 
As each succeeding party arrived the same thing happened ; 
and party *after‘party, and d.iy after day saw the same end. 
Men were tied together by tbeir pigtails, ^ind sfi fastened torced 
into the river ; old and ywung. vVomen and children, were Hung 
into the streim if they did not enter it readily and ipiickly 
enough for the frenzied guards, and so the Chinese population 
of Blagoveshchensk was»absolutely wiped out. 

Some state that the water was so low that the river could 
be ffirded. As a matter of fact at the time 1 passed the spot 
the steamer tould nof find live feet of water, and when the 
iiiassacre occurred the river was nearly afoof lower still. There 
were, or had been, rafts, which f.vould have served to float the 
parties across, but the Chinese overcrowded them, and in their 
endeavours to regain their places drowned each other. Some 
state that the Chinese themselves wished to get across, and in 
making the attempt g6t drowned, others that all might have 
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crossed safely on Saturday evening. Olliers a,i;ain, that the 
Chinese had.no chance; that the citizens tliT'iiisiilves were forci^l 
by «ie*military to assist them in the work. Some attribute the 
holocaust to panic ; some to (JoverumenI Order. Vk'liichevcr it 
may'have been, there is no doubt that the act itself wasaieed- 
less ; that it was’performed with terrible brutahtv ; and lliat it 
was carried beyond those limits a civilised fieople recognise as 
within their capacity. 

The binme attaches to many ; teelmicallv, (icneral (iiibskj, 
tjie (lovernor of the province, was responsible. This he 
admitted, though rcpudiatm;^ participation in the massacres. 
Possibly the crime saved Hlaj>ovesh?hensk, but it smirched 
Russian fame and stained Riissi.Yi honour. To boast b’v pro¬ 
clamation that the river was seethin.14 with Chinese dead was 
but to perpetuate a memory outlier*, would .gladly have oblite¬ 
rated. 

Ceneral Cribski has receiillv been ri'heved ol his com¬ 
mand—it is said he will be appointed to .Archan.oel or some 
inferior post, as a m.irk of the (lisap|irobation felt by Ins 
superiors at St. Petersbui'L;. I lis conduct, .md lh.it of the nnhtai v 
under his command, appears woise when it is rememberi'd that i 
the isolated companies.,of Russians in M.mciuina, w’lieji they 
were taken by surprise and painc-strikeii at the Ho.xer risiii}^ 
around them, instead of way to excessive reprisals, saved 

themselves ai^ainst j^reater odds than the citi/.i»ns ( 4 ' Hl.ij^o- 
veshchensk had to contend a^famst,.moreover they instead of 
abandoning' the Chinese Christi.iTi convwris and labourers -as 
was done m parts of China Proper by other foreij'ners pro¬ 
tected them, and brou;>ht all to places of safety within Rinsi.ni 
territory. Blatioveshchensk and KharUin show exactly the 
difference existing' between the Russian military authorities and 
the mere civilians. No words of censure are slron;4 enout!;h 
to condemn the cowardly crime of Blafioveshschmisk, none too 
complimentary for tl*e heroism displayed by the enj.;meerin},' 
parties in Manchuria under simil;*i' circumstances. 

The massacres of Bla;.;oveshchensk were but the bej'iimin^^s 
of a series of extirpatory measures ai^ainst the Chinese in the 
vicinity. As soon as possible troops were drafted into the 
district, and all the Chinese settlements atong the river were 
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alisoliitclV (Icsiroyc'd. 'J'lu- iiiliahitiCiits were not spared ; the 
wretched liiiilr.ns fro’ni Mokho, near the Shilka, to Haodiii on 
(lie I'ssuri, eiamihled under artilleiy liie ; refugees wfio'had 
taken sheltPr within, were burned with the delii is. Eye¬ 
witnesses wlio lollowed (he arniv to Sa'khahan, Ai,uiin, and 
smaller Chinese stations, slate (hfit the horrors of liku^ovesh- 
chensk were far exceeded ; men, women, children, and animals 
all siiltered (ooether m the flames of the fired villa_r;es, and the 
cjinntrv everywhere was laid waste, ,md the mhabitatits chased 
into the forests at the point of the bayonet. In such wav \\a,s 
nortlu'in Manchuria cle.ired by (he Russians in (he twentieth 
century Now the Russian himself w ill scarcely credit what he 
knows to ha\c taken place, ,md the Chinese who escaped -for 
some rc'ached (he Manchurian side Irom Hlay'oyeshchensk 
are already returniiyi;. 'I'hh me.rchanis thonytht to be dead are 
establishilie themselves in tin- (own aeam, and p.iN'inj.; up the 
debts (hey had incurred to Riissi.m subjects. 

The Russian treatment of the Chinese m war is more bi iilal 
(h.m th.it shown by any ci\ilised race to the most cruel say.iues. 
At (he same time the ecncral IrealmenI of (he mdiyidual China¬ 
man by the mdn idual Russian is far more humane than that 
showiv to inlei lor r.iees 'w Europeans ikiid Amei icans 
The R’ussian is more readily svmiiathetic to .Asiatics than is the 
Enehshnian ; his attitude is one of unfeigned interest in ail 
people, 110 iiMlter how much they may dilfer f(;om himself 
mentally and physicalU’.. He never, forgets that one Ciod 
cri'ated us all m his own imaije, where.is some people of other 
r.ices seem siirpi iseil th.it nu'ii of .i dilferent colour should be 
placed upon (he same e.uth with* themseh'es. Neither colour 
nor creed bar intmuKW and friendliness, ,ind it is this ready 
assimifitive riuahty m the I\’ussi,in character, (his tendenev to 
l.uiiihanty, which enables (he race to de.il directly aiul adwm- 
taj4('ously \*v itk all who come in contact with them. 

'Hie Chinese merch.int has already eof as far west .is Irkutsk. 
East ol Baikal, the Chinese' petty trader may be said to be 
supreme, liavinn the l.ifuest share of the trade with the native 
tribes, and aKvays and everywhere increasing his business. The 
Russian labourer does not hnd the competition serious until he 
reaches the maritiitie provinces, and then only south of the 
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Amur ; hut iu Kliab.irovsi: aud at the slaliDiis aloua tlic Riwsiau 
shore of the rivei', the Chiuaiuan is uiMdu^llv yusime the I\i^s- . 
Sian \forkiua man, the artisan, aiul tlie trader. 'I'he lowiisiu.m 
r.uses tile loudest outcry, hut the aiilhoi ilies p.iv su*all .ittentioii 
to liis coiuplaiuts. • 'I'liese Russian settlers, msle.id ol hemy 
able t(' make tile ^irolits , 
they *expccted, liiid 
themselves undersold 
hv the CJunese everv- 


where, aud iiiaiiv are so 
disniisled that the\' yo 
haek west. 

'rile larger retail 
Ir.iders also feel the 
competition, for now 
some of the linest and 
best stocked shops are 
held either bv in¬ 
dividual Chinese mer- 
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chants, or arc the hr,men I'slablishnienis ol Chinese comp.lines 
which rim the business throiiyh loi'al I'li.ni.iyr'i s, pist .is |lu-v, 
work the l.iiindries in ^.Xmeric.i. .\s these ti .idei s Mi .^w then 
siipjihes from Sh.niyh.n and the Chinese Ti e.it v-Roi Is, nioie 
Knnhsh and Americ.in yoods ,ne loimd in their stores Ih.ni in 
the shops ol the Russian and Cierm.m li.ulers. , , 

The J.ip.uiese ifl tis.m is found throiieh eastei n Silieii.i, .nid 
lor the most p.iit thrives. The i.ia.mal jkill and j^eiieral .ibihty 
ol the J.ip.mese I beluwe to be I.li vely o'. ei i .iled, but in Sibei i.i 
he fills a decided want. Ilis.r.ice is detested Iw K’lissians. In 


thecrafts the Jap is souiewh.it m .idvancejif the .i\ eray'e Russian ; 
in sobriety, dih,i;ence and Irusiworlhiness he is immeasiii.ibl\ 
superior. Settlers, men ol edncation possessing vi-ner.il as well 
as local knowled}.^e, have explained tometl'iat the,.\Ui'hnne I’lo- 
vmces must become iinmhabilable by l\ussians il the nunuei.i 
tioii of the yellow races is permiUed to continue. One, an able 
man, was euiij^ratmn to California bec.inse there hischildien 
niielit have a chance. He knew both coiintries, and owned 
that for him it w.is far easier to liiake money ni Siberia than 
America, but he s.iw no liitiire lor the*counlry, and so de- 
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lenniiicd to brin|^ up liis cliildreu wliere they would not 
hjjve to coinpetp’ with a race which he believed was certain 
to occupy the country to which he had come as a settler 
from Great iAissia lifteen years before. 

The Chinese frontier abuts against Siberia, it extends thou¬ 
sands of miles, m many wild unsettled districts, and across the 
hills and streams w^iich divide the two empires the Chinese can 
make their way unobserved and, as the yellow settler un¬ 
doubtedly adds to the revenue of the country in 'which lie 
trades, it is not surprising that the Russian State hesitates to 
exclude him. The urban settlers contend that the authorities 
actively encourage this ‘immigratioil, but in support of this I 
could not discover any evidence. 

Manchuria is the country to wliich all look for indications 
as to the real strength of the yellow race in a struggle for 
existence with Europeans. There the Chinese and Russians 
may be expected to engage in commercial rivalry, and if recent 
reports are trustworthy, the Russian is not so sure of his own 
superiority, since all races are to be invited to settle m this 
country and so share the chances Russia has engaged to take. 
Whether or not they \villdo so in the same manner as the Rus¬ 
sians are doing is problematical. Undoubtedly the Japanese 
will avail themselves of every opportunity, but that unfortu¬ 
nately will not prove satisfactory to either Russians or European 
settlers. 

It IS the Russian rather than the Caucasian race thai is on 
its trial. Russia is only connected with the West and not 
really of it, and the Russian prides himself that his race under¬ 
stands better than any other hew to manage Asiatic peoples. 
Recent events have not supported this contention, nor even 
that the country which is the connecting link between east and 
west can interpret ellectively. Probably Manchuria will prove 
to be the school in which the white and yellow races will learn 
most concerning each other, and that in Mie near future. 
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MANCHURIA 

I ''HE territory winch* comprises the (luxe eastern |M'o\inces 
of China has an awj^rej^Ate area of ne.uiv 3(14,000*stpiaie 
miles. Hai-hmtt-Kianj;, separated from eastern Siheri.i hv the 
Armm and Amur rivers, is four times the si/e of Kiml.iiid and 
has a population estimated at hall a million. Kiim, the l.ir 
e.istern province divided by the iiver Ussiiii fiom Siberi.i, ,md 
separated troin Korea by the Eonp White Mount.uns, n twice 
the size of Ein^laiid and has two million mh.dut.mts ; ,ind 
Fenj^-Tien, the southern district comprising; the Ia,io-iiiU4 
peninsula, has an area about 5000 sqiiare miles ^re.ilei th.iu 
that of England, aiul a popuLition of .iboiit five imirioi]s. 

Eenj'-iieii of winch Miikhden is the c.iinl.il, the .uicesti.d 
domain of the Manchu dvnaslv, forms the mneteeiilh provmee 
of China, its administration and status havm;^ bi'cn vhan^i'd in 
wiiifst Kiriif and Iiai-lunj.;-Kianj4 mste.id of beiii^ r.iiiked 
as Chinese States, are rej;arded by tin; Chinese as territoiies. 
The diliereiice mav be of import.mce wiieii the oceiipation or 
.idmimstration of M.mehusia by a foieij.;n power h.is to be 
settled delimtely. The territories alojie ad|oui the Russian 
frontier; Een;.;-iien Rnn'ince m no w.iy impinges upon 
Siberia, and tlie only Russian territory adjoining is the delaeiied 
naval station of Port Arthur and the laild on ,lhi? Kwaii-tiiii).; 
peiiinsiil.i ceded witJr it m 189S. 

The Province m its populatym, trade, a;;riculture, and tc 
j;raphy, resembles China ; the Territories possess fewer Chinese 
characteristics, and more closely resemble Siberia. In (lescrib- 
in;.; Manchuria tlie territories aiC referred to, but not henj;- 
Tien, w hich is re;;arded as appertaminj; wholly to China Proper. 
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Quite ;ip:irt from its political importance the I'^ussians view 
. their j^rowinj,' iniliicn<#c m Mancluiria as distinctly advantageous. 
In the seventeenth century tire Cossack pioneers tried to force 
their way ini*) Mancliuria by the Sungari, but were cliecked by 
the Cliinese. Miiraviev-Amurski had to be-content with seitle- 
ments on tlie north bank of tlie Anyir, and those were frequently 
disturbed by the Cliinese on the south bank, who also disputed 
the right of the Russians to navigate the Amur, notwithstanding 
their treaty rights with China. In fact Manchuria was badly 
administrated by the Chinese and the inhabitants, mixed 
natives, turbulent adventurers and pao-tiii-tzi, or fugitives from 
justice, hated the rulers ;fnd tax-gatherers and were constantly 
rebell ii!g. 

.After the Chino-Japanese war the Russians, m consideration 
of their friendly otlices, receiived from China the concession to 
build a railway across Manchuria from west to cast, meeting 
the then existing Trans-Haikal and Ussuri sections of the Trans- 
Siberian railway. That granted, the construction of the line by 
the original route along the Amur to Khabarovsk was indefini¬ 
tely postponed and has not since been prosecuted. Much was 
made of the fact that tife Manchurian route shortened the line 
some 500 ifiiles, aiul will thus lessen the cost of conveying goods 
from west to east and help the I'ailway in competing with oce.in 
freights to the h'ar East. 

The CQiicession was handed ovei to the Kastern Chinese 
Railway Company, incorpoi'ated within Maiichiirian jiiristlic- 
tion, with Russian shareholders who elect Russians to the 
Council, or Hoard, which is presided over by an ollicial 
appointed by the Chinese Covurnment. 'I'he company is 
linanced by the Riisso-Chinese bank, itself an irregular offshoot 
Irom the department of the Russiair Ministry of Finance. The 
railway was to be of Russian gauge—live feet—to be com¬ 
menced in '■i 8))7, and, thirty-six years after being opened 
throughout its entire length to gener;i) traffic, might be 
acquired by the Chinese Govi'rnment at the cost price, plus 
interest and debts, but in any case the line is to be exploited by 
the Company lor eighty years and then revert to the Chinese 
Ciovernment. 

When the Russian, secured the twenty-iive years lease of 
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Fort Arthur and tlie Kwan-tun<' peninsula, tlie concession of 
the Eastern Chinese railway was aineiKl(?tl, ayd leave «iven,to* 
niitkc^, subject to the same conditions, a branch hiu'southwards 
to Port Arthur. Another stipulation of importaift-e is th.it the 
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Company may impose differential tarilfs for os aifayist floods 
and places. 

The Russians havmj' obtained a fo])fin;f in M.mchuria aie 
said to have provoked hostilities, to have treated the local 
j.fovernors with insolence, thiiresideut inhabit.mts with barb,11 ity 
and their own native workmen with crueltv. 

There is no evidence in* proof of these cliaryfes. On the 
contrary there is indisputable testimony that the railway 0011- 
structinj» parties were f'enerous in their'Ircatnjent of Chinese 
and Mant/.i labouresr., and it is highly improbable that anyveie 
so impolitic as to heap indiifnities upon oHicials whelhei 
properly appointed or self-constituted. 

In the summer of ipoo the Chinese became dictatoiial, and 
a military officer who had been rcA'iewin<< some thousands of 
mixed troops near Khailar j<ave the assistant enj^ineer of file 
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section to unclerstaiid tliat railway stations and works could 
not he proceeded w*th unless the Chinese authorised each 
particular construction. His ultimatum was followed ‘hv 
symptoms of unrest all aloni^ the route of the projected line, 
and a f(_)rtnijtht later hostilities actualTy commenced at 
Iflauoveshchensk. 

The Russian cis^ilians acted wisely, humanely, aiul with 
j'reat promptitude. In evacuatin'^ the territory there was little 
p.Miic ; the workmen, even the Chinese converts were not 
ahandoned, and one after the other the live separate parties^ 
who had been at work in constructing the line were withdi awn 
to positions of safety. In the wesf the not was the most 
pronounced, the Chinese following the fugiti\'es far into the 
Russian territory of Dauria in the 'I'rans-Baikal Covernment. 

Then the military conquest o''' Manchuria was undertaken. 

On July 21, the Czar issued Ukases placing the troops m 
Siberia and eastern Tuskestan on a w.ir footing. ('lovernor- 
General Orodekov was Commander-in-Chief and directed the 
invasion. He cleared the Amur, and on the cHih the Chinese 
were driven hack from their reiK'aled attempts on Blagovesh¬ 
chensk. TJien, almost siimiltaneouslv, live divisions entered 
Manchuria, with Khig hin as their ohieetive. h'rom the west 
General Orlolf with the 'I'l'ans-Baikal troops marched upon 
Khailar; Irom the east the Ussuri Cossacks under General 
Chichagov advanced upon Xingut. The Siberian regiments 
under General K’ennenkampf attaeked Aigun on the Amur, 
and when that had been taken, and given to the sword and 
Haines alter I'lghI hours’ fighting, proceeded by Mergen to 
Isitsikar. General Sakharov forced his wav up the Sungari 
towards Kharbin, and (,n the south troops direeted by Gener.il 
Lmievieh and Admiral Ale.xeiev, were forwarded from Port 
Artluir to Xewchwang, captured that town, adx'anced on 
Miikhden, and ultimately proceeded north to Kharbin. 

Although in the end all live divisions succeeded, the oper.i- 
tions were differently conducted, and the opposition offered 
varieil in strength and persistence. As was to be e.xpeeted the 
greater resistance was encountered in the more densely popu¬ 
lated and better administrated Province of Feng-Tien. In 
fact the territories had been conquered before Mukhden was 
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taken, and il \va^ only wticn the forces from tlie north joined 
witli those .operating from the soiitli that tin?organised actUe* 
derenVe stieenmhed. 

The speediest progress was tliat made I'y the river route. 
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('leiier.il Sakh.irox’ attaeked Itay.m-tim, .1 few miles from S.m- 
Sm, on jilJv 24, ^allied the toilless and lapliiied Ine ti-m. 
Kriipp cannon and ot hen.iii 1 1 lei y. ()li tlu’ ’ytli he look S.in-Si n. 
He nu't with little opposition hevond,*reaehina Kharhni on 
Anyiist i;. at the -ame time as the .idvanee onard ol ('leiieial 
Chichaei)\'s lorer’s arrived lro*m the east. 

The e.istern division h.id landed at I’ossiel li.iy, the ,ipc.\ of 
the tri.mj^le loi med Iw Korea, Siberia and M.inehiiri.i. Its lirst 
ob|eetive w.is Xmniil, whieh was easily, taken ; .there were 
import.ml ena.ieeineiils at Ivk-he and ne.ir .Aje-KTie, m both (if 
whieh the Kiissi.ms CV'ie siiecessfiil ,md sustained but slinlit 
losses. ('jeneral Chieh.ioov coildiieted the oiierations m a 
praiseworlhv 111,inner. Ills Cossacks were never out of li.md, 
and no stones of excesses eommjled are current as to the 
militarv oper.itions in this portion of the coimtiy. 

From the. west Cencral Orloff crossm;^ the frontier at 
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Tsniu-Khaifsii, about seventy miles*' to the north east of 
Xitj^adan and the railwav, encountered 5,000 Cliinese under 
(ieneral K'\vani,'d<). Me defeated this force, mai'ched up'fm 
Khailai and* took tlie town almost without opposition on 
|ulv so. It contained lai'ce stores of armis, old Mausers and 
l.mce^, 330 tons of American flour and 3000 chests of teij. He 
then ach'anced into the Khinyan mountains ; met near Yakshi 
some 7000 Chinese and Mongolian troops armed with old 
Mntisers of the 1868 pattern, and routed them. He \tas many 
times attacked, and had to li,i;hj his w.iv practically all through, 
the niountain passes. He reached Mendukhe on August 14 
and cyntuminr;, hurriedly cocered 2i() miles in eleven days 
and joined (Ieneral Rennenkampf at 'I'sitsikar on September i ; 
but the Chinese ,yairison hrd fled to Ifodune}, the Tsiantsuin 
Shell had poisoncel himselt ; and his son eariied acxay his 
bodv and the from the treasuiy. (Ieneral Orloff, allhoipyh 
his bravery and Generalship have never been seriously epics- 
tioneel, was not regarded as strong eneiipuh for the work 

e. xpected of him. His treatment of the resident inhabitants 
was too lenient. He se’cms to have regarded liis instructions 
vritically, and found the orders more severe anel the treat¬ 
ment diiected more /Ir.istic than the circumstances warranted 
His (k'spatclu's are' said to have cont.uivd recommendations 
for more lenient measures, and he wished particularly that at 
least the Molteiisive, pe.iceable inhabit.mts miuht be,spared. 

It may be mcntioiU'd tl'at (he Chine,-sc (lovernor of Tsitsikar 

f. ivourcel the l'tussians,»and was, consee|ucntlv, c-xecute-el bv the 
Chinese. Shen succeeded him, anel G(>t a foice of 20,000 well 
eejuippe'd Chinese anel Mongols fnto the held in a verv short 
time, and met the' Russians ,it OiiGuin with a force of not less 
than 10,000 men anel seiiiie artillery. 'Hie Russians returneel 
the artillery lire, and uneler cowr of it the Cossacks advanced 
apd dispersed •the Chinese, kilhiiG 800, losino only eiolit killed 
and eiGliteen wounded. Shen then ortEreel Rio, the officer 
commandiiiG, to poison himst'lf; instead he opposed the Rus¬ 
sian advance party, but \\,is killed at Yakshi. 

Alter the arrival of (Ieneral Sakharov at Kharbin, a force 
was sent west alon|^ the frontier line of the Hai-hmu-Kiania 
territory and MonucHia, to join with those from the west : this 
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(.Mily in ScptciK^xT, ,i turlliLT inovcnu iit w.is lu.ulc to 
the ^oulli.. 

* (V-iicial I'Jeniieiih.iiiiptC loici^ .ippe.ir to h.i\c Ixcii nio'-t 
ellcctii.il 111 cU'.iriii!^ the coiiiili \ . Ac I iiil; w itli ('ifiui ,il (i ibski, 
.111(1 otliers, the v.li lolls i i\ei stations im llie Amur wei e lust 
destro\eih Le.iMiiu Aietiiit in ll,lines on Anr;iist 4 he eh.ised 
tile lleciiiu Chiiiese tow.ii (is Mei ^eii, .iiid Mrove llieiii lelt .mil 
iip;ht ; tliey fo'med .14,1111 to oppose his pi 041 ess ,it .\mii, .iiid 
well' (k*le.ited .liter llie Riissi.uis li.ul been reinloKcd liiiiii 
151 ,i 4 oveslielieiisk. The Khm^.iii P.iss was le.uiied on .\n41ist 
it), .iilii hell,- ,i li.ird b.ittle w.is 10114111, lor b\' .111 oiit-lf.inkme 
inovenieiU lie n.irlK surrounded llie t'hniese, then, heninied 111 
between the two divisions ,ind nil oil lioin letie.il In llie 
inountanis, the skiiiyhk'i w.is 41 (.'.it. Mer4en w.is l.ikeii 0:1 the 
iHih,liter htlle (H'position, .yid iln tin* lu \l d.i\ the h’nssi.nis 
pu’ssed south to I'sitsik.ii', destio\in4 seventeen \ill,i4es on the 
vv.iv. hroill I'sltsik.ir he billowed the k'hnuse to llodinie .mil 
oeciipied It without opposition. 

rills short 0.11141.11411 pl.ieisl teiiiloiv iiioie Ih.m ihiiee the 
.ire.i ol the "hi .iiisv ,i.il, ,ind between loin .ind si\ thiuis.md 
miles lioin the Russi.in e.ipil.il, .ibsohitelv .il Ihe dispos.d ol lU' 
111v.idei s. .After the ebiel oper.ilions w eiu.- eTiiu hided, 4 he 1 mile 
of the r.iilwMv w.is piovided with ,i slion4 imht.iiv 411,iid; .1 
tort W.IS made at Kn-li-.ihde, on the Xoniii : (.dssaeks sl.ilioiis, 
posts and blook-hoiises were pi.iced at shoi t*disl,»iu es limn 
each other, especT.illv iji Ihe Khiiio^n. 

There were 111 hidm4 aboiil the Jnlls and wildei p.n Is, 
delachnieiits of the re411l.11 C'hniese tioops ,md nnmbeis of 
armed Iii4itives Ifoxei's, sei-'fet soiu’lv men .md b.iiidils to be 
hmiled down. 'I’his work pioceeded ,fs ipiiiklv .is the tioo|)s 
rele.ised from service ,it Ihe front ,ind m C'hni.i I’lopii weie 
av.iil.ible for the purpose, .is (he Siberi.m k.'oss.ieks h.id lo* be 
dish,Hided m order lh.it thev niieht h.11 vest ihi^r 1*1 ops .md so 
avert ,1 famine. The hunt contmned all ihimish l.ist siimmei 
and Is not yet Imished. W’helUei or not these isol.ited tioops 
were entitled to belh4eient rights is ipiestimi.ible. ll is evi n 
doubled whether Riissi.i and Chm.i weie .ulii.ilK ,it w.ir 111 
.Manchuria, or whether the Russians weie simply ipielhne ,111 
irregular risiiie. 'I'heir tre.ilment of tint n.ilives was in some 



230 GREATER RUSSIA 

inst;iiicos extremely barbarous. On ieapturiiiu a villatte, or 
*)Cuupyinu one where there had been no opposition, tiae residents 
were made prisoners. It is said tliat every nintli, or hundredfli, 
man was e.xeifuted as a warnin'’ to otliers. 'I'iie Russians from 
tile nortli, by every me.ins tliev could dex’ise and tlieir injj;eiuiily 
siij^tfest, endeavoured to strike tei'i'or into the hearts (if the 
Manchurian popiilabon. 'Uiey succeeded, d'lie friijlitened 
people (led from their approacli, and some have never dared to 
return to their former lioiises. 'I'he fugitives thus made have 
lieen hunted and treated as rebels. On the other h.ind, where 
l.u-ve b'odies of Khuneus have fought under a known leader and 
more recently submitted, leaders and followers have been 
treated with <’reater leniency, sometimes have even surrendered 
on terms, for the Russian fury (juickly passed when the country 
to be coiK]uered was acfii.dly‘and elfeclivelv occupied. Much 
depends upon the Oeneral, for in i()02 in one eiiu.irtement only 
thirty prisoners were taken and hundreds slam, the force 
eneaued numbering some thousands of Russians and about 800 
ol the so-called Khum^us. 

Manchuria is under Russian rule, and is likelv to remain so, 
althou”!) the laws and the executive m.iy be actually or nomin¬ 
ally Chinese, h'or all pr.ictical purposes.tin. Mancluii 1.111 terri¬ 
tories mav be ren.irded as the complement of eastern Siberi.i, 
just as Turkest.in, Ifokhara and other centr.d Asian States are 
complementarv to west Siberi.i. Russia will ti.yhteiy her hold 
of the newly acrpiired country, and now could not, if she 
would, w ithdraw from the position she li.is taken up. 

In Kenn.'l'ien Province the conditions are not ciiiite the 
same. The Chinese inhabitants hfive not been cleared out of 
the country ; it contams the treaty [lort of Newchwan|^ ; 
f')reii,’n nations are more immediately and largely interested 
in exploiting the trade and natural resources of the country ; 
otije.r nations have concessions, foreign railways and banks 
actually exist there, and Russia cannot cv.iim the monopoly, 
nor yet obtain a free hand in- the south like she has in the 
north. 

The south with its f^reater trade and wealth, and its open 
ports is what Russia now needs. Pv various means she is 
attempting to aci.|iiire' the south. In the first place, in the 
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treaty port of Ne\vch\V4n«—wlncli Rusm.i stormed aiul look, 
therefore actually acquired by couquest—the harbour is silt; 
u»i^,*aiul facilities for haudhne uoods ou shore aie inadequate 
to the trade to be done. 'I'lie Imperial Chiiu^e and Kiiio- 
jK'an (fovernnientK have neuleeted to make the imiiroveuients 
local traders inquired. Russia is spending money m oidei 
to increase the trade of the port. On tfce other hand, Russia 
is not lielpiipu the extension of the Xewchwanu railwav, hut 
is endiA'ivouriiiu to ciapple tliat enterprise. .Xt the hist 
opportunity she will acc-iuire the concession by piireh.ise oi 
otherwise. I n tiie event ol cert.iin possible liapiH-iiiniJh New- 
chwanu will become, if not a ternfimis, at least a duet poll 
on the 'rrans-Siberian Railway system. The acqiiisllion ol 
the Xew’chwanLi; r.iilway would make Rekm tlu' ternmms. .Al 
the present moment the ,occupation and forlilic.ilion ol 
Tientsin by the Oermans seems the most formidable obstacle 
to the realisation of that plan. Should R’lissia not succeed 
in that direction the most will be made ol the I’oit iXillmr 
line. 'I'he Kwantuiie peninsula can be ellectively forlilii’d, 
and Port Arthur is already a loiimdable naval base, and one 
that may be and sliorllv will be rendered prailicallv impie^- 
n ible. It is an ice-free poit. Twenty i«dcs to* the north¬ 
west IS the laree open bay and shipping poll ol Talieiiw.m, 
the whole of it within the teinlorv leased to, oi accpiired 
b\', Russia. This port, renamed Dalny, Russia ,intends to 
make the comiflercial emporimn of the cast - a rival to 
Shanghai m so far 'as its position^ seciiies the Ir.ide I'f 
wealthy ten dory and the littoral oi the Koiean (iiill. 

Dalny provides a safe awchoiaue for shipping, is protected 
by Port Arthur, served by the Ivasteiqi Chinese Railwav, and 
so can be made to till R’li^sia's needs m Maiiclmiia and the 
F.ir Fast if her ambitious schemes lad. It is a pi.ice xvilh 
respect toi which many piomisesare niatle. ll,ismowto be a 
free port—and .is,.such is attr,ictin;4 b'om \l.idivostok the^^ 
forei|^n import merch.ints wli^isc trade h.is been iiiined by 
the closine of that port to free trade. It olleis other .idvan- 
taj^es. Ships drawing thirty leet c.in enter .it any time ,md 
without pilots, and be protecten from the roughest seas bv 
efficient bre.ikwaters. (loods may be Jr.inslnpi'ed, or loaded 
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on to the railway trucks 011 the quay side. There will be 
jio^ custom houj^e, nO bond dues ; harbour dues, wharfage 
rates and warehouse charges will be lower tlian elsev^hc«re 
in tlie east, :i4ul tlie Japanese inetliod will be followed gene¬ 
rally. There will be <in abundance of ciR'ap coolie labour. 
There is a rihC and fall of twelve, feel on the average tide, 
aiul vessels will lie talongside piers, of which live are [iro- 
jecled, varying in width from si.vty to three hundred feet, 
ani;l from a quarter to half a mile in length. Coast«ing and 
native craft will be accommodated at special landing places 
near the Chinese quarter of tlie town. Two dry docks, one 
large enough for the biggeSt vessel afloat, are being constructed, 
and Glasgow dredgers are in use for deepening and main¬ 
taining the harbour. 

'I'he picture is made moic» attivictive by the announcement 
that people of all nationalities may acquire and hold land 
on the same terms, and even participate in the municipal 
government, d'he city is to be managed bv a council elected 
by the ratepayers, of which two members must be Riissi.ms and 
not more than two may be jap.mese or Chinese, an arrange- 
njent which ensuies repfesentation to any large foreign element, 
while at Ijie'sanie tt'iue it prevents domination by either of the 
two neighbouring nationalities. Dalny will he the only place 
under Russian control, say the Russian authorities, whence no 
resident mqy be.deported. All governments will be invited to 
establish Consulates, and land will be assigned in a convemeni 
locality to those govermpents which do so. 

The plan of the city divides it into several sections. The 
administrative section so called, wUl contain the government 
buildings, hotels, churclu-'s, schools, theatres and clubs—many 
of these establishments being already under way ; also the rail- 
way*shops for construction and repairs, steamship construction 
and repair shop.s, the ‘steamship and lailroad oftices and the 
homes of employes and workmen. Behiiul the administrative 
section—which is laid out on thp peninsula—lies the wholesale 
quarter for the great warehouses and godowns. This also ad¬ 
joins the water front. On the other side of the administrative 
section will be the retail and the general mercantile district, and 
beyond this, on the hilkide commanding a view of the bay, the 
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foreign residential section. TheClnnesecity is sep.uMte. Tliiee 
miles from the toreigii settlement is a s^ilemlid lieaeli, wliiph • 
wiH lie occupied as a summei resort, ,md to which a ro.id is 
being constriieted. Klectnc light'- ,ire .ilri.’adv istovided and 
an e.xtensive tramway 
system is iiiKler’eoii- 
slruc'tion. Ihivemeiits 
are being laid in the 
principal.streets, and 
the grading of streets 
and of ground for 
building IS being eai - 
ried oil by thousands 
of workmen. Ample 
open spaces h.ive 
been reserved, and 
on the lull above the 
foreign settlement is 
ail e.xtensive nursery 
and green-house cs- 
t.iblishnient for pro¬ 
pagating plants and 
trees for the streets 
and parks, with some 
acres alreadv under 
cultivation. 

While purchases of large )iieces of land for manufactui ing 
or business puiposes ni.iy be m.ide directly from the r.nlioad 
corporation, most ol the building lots will be sold at auction to 
the highest bickleis. 

In 1901 Dalny was little moie than .1 collection of 
and rough godowiis, with the litter of haiboiir and dock winks 
in progress. About a milhon and a ipiarfer steshii'g .11 e lieiiig 
e.xpeiided upon the»present woiks, including one of the live 
proposed piers and waiehouse bhxks. Twice as iiiuch will 
be paid out as soon as needed, and already about 25,000 
coolies are employed u[ion the works. The Kasterii Chinese 
Railway own twenty steamers—some old Atlantic liners, others 
small light draught vessels built m Kuroiie or Shanghai—and 
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these iriaiiitaiii communication licUvcvn Dalny, Vladivostok and 
alj the seaports yf tife nortli from Retropavlosk in Kamchatka 
to Naj^asaki and Slian;^hai. It is to D.ilnythat the ocean*lii»ers 
in connectian witli tlie Noitli I'acilic and Canadian Facilic 
railways are to Ire attracted. Such is the hkl Russia now makes 
—on paper—to secui e a share in tjie trade of fhe'Far East. 

In the territone* throuUi which the Eastern Chme’se line 
runs as a continuation of the Trans-Siheri.m Railway, the 
c\)unlry is similar to Sibeii.i and is regarded as is.the land 
contiguous to the railway on Russian territory suitable for 
settlements of a14r1cullur.1l p'e.isants, and these are already 
occupying the country, btith as si|uatttrs, and on terms arranged 
with tlTe railway and mililaiv oflicers. 

'I'he mineral Iesoiirces of iManchiiri.i are considerabk'and 
their C-Vploitatioii iii.iy yet»proj’oke w.ir between Russi.i and 
some other power than China. Russia wishes, and intends to 
secure the mining monopolv. In order to make her regiil.i- 
tions binding she is putting pressure upon the Chinese govern¬ 
ment to confer such privileges as will make Russia’s procedure 
regular. It is to the interest ol Russia tint she should obtain 
.this concession ; it is tfi the interest ol all other nations that she 
should jioV AclAall^' Russi.i will rlirect and control mining 
operations, but japan, England, and the I'nited Stales of 
Americ.i are mteresteil particul.ii ly in keeping open Man- 
ehuria nyt onjy as a market for their goods but as a Held 
m which their sub|ecls may lind prolilabh; emplovment lor 
their energy and c.ipilaj. 

The mineral wealth has not been .isccrt.unetl, since prospect¬ 
ing has been carried on with extreme difliciillv, and mining, as 
opposed to Chinese reiigious opinion, foi bidden gener.illy and 
permitted only m ,i few instancf's. Clandestine mining, p.ir- 
ticHil.irly woi king for gold and silver, has been practised more 
or less 111 aH lyoiint.ifnous districts for generations past. The 
Chinese ol'lici.ils themselves d.ired scargi^ly venture into the 
wild regions occupied by the l^iwless adventurers. When sent 
on a mission there, they proceeded only so far as they deemed 
it safe to go, ,ind that depended upon the military force at their 
disposal. Accepting'the inevitable, and exacting such tribute 
as they could from the unfoiiimate people with whom they 
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came into contact diinu,>,< the journey, iliev returned au< 
rep(rrled tliat everything Itad been tonnd #atidjieloi\ and in l|j 
-■anie state as mentioned in earlier repoits. 'This was pailu n 
Lil ly the case m the northern Rhiin^an disti iet,« and m th 
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Royal (lame Preserve oi Impiiial Spoiling Pail* ail|wininL; Ihi 
Ivorean Ironlier. Independent lonjmnnilies ol yold diyyers, 
Inmters of yjinseny, and the wild nomad, yi a/iei s, li appei s and 
traders nourished nntaxed, and to the anihoiilies unknown. 
Some of these eommnnities, harmless in theinsebes, aie beiny 
hunted out of the coimlrv and e.xterminaled by the Russians, 
jnst as the Chinese yold diyycrs of Askold and the south I 'ssiiii 
piovincc were treated, when these Linds came into Riissftm 
occupation. 

Xorthern Manchsuaa was an asvlnm foi escaped convuts 
and e.Kiles fiom Sibeiia. Abontjwentv years .lyo a iniinber ol 
these formed a republic m the “New California” yold leyion 
up the Jeltnnya valley. 'I’he stream rims into the Amur o|)po- 
site Alba/an, but the headc|uarters of this free colony were a 
few miles south of lynashina, below the junction of the Shilka 
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and Amur, and behind the old Chincr.e military post of Mokhe 
destroyed by (jcweraPClribski’s force m July, 1900. . 

The existence of this new El Dorado was known in ail c^)n- 
vict settlements east of Baikal, and thither rushed all who 
could escape the viniiaiice of the piison nuai-ds. 'I'lu; pold 
dust, or rather ytrain, was otfered'-to travellers and traders at 
very low prices, but-the vendors or their accomplices, knowing; 
that the possession of free yjold was a penal ollence, not 
unfretiuently reytamed possession of the ytold so sold by tliieat- 
enino to denounce the purchaser to the authorities. 

d'his community became so wealthy that one ye.ir it (uir- 
chased all the stocks of weapons and ammunition on sale ai 
Blay;oveshchensk, and thus the (Jovernor of the Amur pro¬ 
vince became aware ot a real dancier thre.itenimi the Russian 
settlements. He sent an emissary to the republic over the 
river, a needy oflici.d who treated the rulers of the unreco.c;- 
nised colony with such condescension that he was made 
especially welcome, loadetl with ttifts, and instructed to re[iort 
favourably of the community to the tiovernoi’, otherwise he 
would be treated as the members of the republic treated their 
enemies. He could not yive sulticient Guarantee of his j^oocl 
laith, sc the colonists look b.ick from h.un all he had, y^ave him 
instead twenty-live lashes, put him over the Amur, and left him 
there without as much as a copeek in his pocket, ritimately 
he reacluid BLsgoveshchensk, and reported that this free colony 
was a rey;ularly oiy^anised. republic of some 3000 persons all 
armed. It was openly engaged in gold mining and trading in 
uncoined gold ; it paid no heed to Russian authority, nor did it 
heed the Chinese, upon whose territory it was situated. It 
had a prejudicial intlutmce upon loyal Russians in the Amur 
territory ; it sold them gold, and used the Government tele¬ 
graph freely and openly m its transactions, gold for this 
purpose going! by the name of “meal “ or “Hour.” It also held 
a large section of the Imperial post-road in terror, and ilealt in 
illicit gold with travellers. Itchad as president a certain South 
Russian, known .is Vassi, who h.id been a clerk m Odess.i and 
Blagoveshchensk, and was elected. His power was w'lelded 
according to his view of the wishes of the m.ijority as ex¬ 
pressed in the public iissembly. 
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'I'lic ('iovcrin)r, B.inn» Roiif, (Ictcrniincd to t'Ntnp.ilt' tliw 
rcpul'>!K' in tlic “ Xcw California," so sont'as syrcial I'nnssaiy.i • 
tacffiiT <li|'loniat w ho hvllallciv was to niM'ipIc tlio pinsulcnt 
and I in^Icadcr.s into Russian tei ntorv and tlu'i'r ^n U'st tlirun. 
\’assi did not rcadilv tall into tlu- trap, hut the riiiissai y was so 
Graceful and pivssini; tlial <it last tlin I’la-sidont t rossed tlir 
Amur to confci with llu' K’ussi.nis as to tlicfiitiii c ol Ins colony. 

I k‘.ind Ills miai ds then dis ippiMU'd the Riissi.m novi rnmrnt 
aloiu' knrtws what iHcanic ol them. I'heii, so th.it knowK'diije 
.ol the colony should not he l.ilkcd .ihoiil hv the miht.irv 
eossips of St. I’elershiii ”, H.iioii Koi II nidiu'ed tlu' Chmt'sc to 
dispcisc the lem.nnmp n'leinbcrs ol riu- little republic. Th.it 
w.is the end ol iIr' |i'llime.i 1 li olhei hood .is .1 scp.n.ile 
re|>nbhc, but the inembeis who esc.iped the y'hniesc soldicis 
lormed pronps hei e .nid there* .ilvfiit the leiiiloiv; these weie 
added to at dillereut times, but theie w.is no oin.misation 
lorcien to th.it ol the Chinese b.nids in their loc.iht\, .ind they 
took more .ind more to C'hiiiese w.ivs until lliiw lost e\en their 
natur.il ch.ir.icterislics. 

1 ’ossiblv the n,iti\e nohbseekers h.i\'e y.ithered iniicll more 
ol the piecioiis met.il in .M.iiu hnri.i th.in is e|.|u'i.illy irediledi 
even exhausted some,of the .illiui.il (^eposlls 111 Rie little 

I I epnented v.illeys, ,11 id as theic h.is been no competent peo- 
lopical survey ol the coimliw it would be unwise lo.issnme lhat 
the country is very 1 ich in this p.u licni.ir. At ^iicsnit il is Ihe 
policy ot the Riissran pyivcinment lij rep.ird M.inchni i.i as beiiip 
ill a state ol war ,ind closed to loreipnei^>, e.xcept 111 such n,lined 
localities, .IS It.ilny, set apart for them. When K’lissi.i has 
ascertained what Manchuri.t really has in the w.iv of mineral 
we.ilth, and, if possible, has secured alsi^ the sole lep.il ripht to 
mine, then loreipn capital will be invited on terms unlikely to 
be more favmirtible than those olfered m res|icct to the exploi¬ 
tation of Siberi.i. Until this stock-t.ikmn and* aiainisition .of 
monopolies has beifn accomplished, Ihe aih'eiiliii ons foreipnei 
IS not pomp to be made welcome in Manchuria. 'I'he railway 
authorities, w hen Ihe line is linished and open to repnlar trallic 
may w.int freiphls and be ready to i-neoiirape commeice and 
tr.iders. 'I'liat date m.iv be postponed mdelimtely ; until such 
time as in the opinion of the military Siithorities it is safe for 
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Russia to admit foreign settles to ent'er the country. In 1901 
' pi‘eference was Shown to certain classes of people—by no 
means the most respectable—and others excluded. By right 
of occupatichi the Russians have jurisdiction; they exaiit a 
Russian passport and do not recognise a Chinese one. The 
Russian authorities, when asked for permission to enkr the 
country, grant it or not as they please. It depends upon who 
and what the applicant is. 

' The missionaries Russia will not have; the land* is to be 
reserved for the pro'^clytism of the Orthodox Church. Russian' 
places of worship have been erected in different towns, existing 
buildings have been converted into orthodox chapels, and 
Manchuria is to have its own Bishop, Innocent, Archiman¬ 
drite of Pekin, having been .ilready nominated for the post. 
Of the many Kuropcan missionaries driven out of the country 
during the war, only one, Dr. Greig, of the Medical Mission, 
returned, and he bad practically to force his way across the 
frontier, and is leaving the country in 1902. 

The japanese are not encouraged, indeed, they have been 
rigorously excluded, and are suspected of carrying on an illegal 
Irallic in arms by way of the Korean frontier. They and the 
English tdone have been excluded becailse of Ihcir nationality 
solelv. And m 1901, when free access to the teriitories was 
given to other nationalities, it was refused repeatedly to Britons 
and japaiTese bv the local authorities, and also when applica¬ 
tion w.is made by the aciVedited Ambassador to the proper 
authorities in St. Petersburg. 
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IN DISGUISK THROUGH MANCHURIA 

O NI A’ Kni;lis|imcn lici'd lo dis^u^c llu'iiisGvcs H tlicv 
;irc to tliroiiGi Mandimia during llio occupation 
of the coniitrv hv the RiisMans. The vear alter llu' Ho\ci 
risiipt^ there was a iiish of Kussihn ^ub|ccls to Manclmiia; 
the authorities encouraged this imiiii^ratioii. I''(ii poIiIkmI 
piiriroses it was lhoUL;ht a(lvaiila,r;eous to have as iiiaiiv l\us- 
siaiis re^i(h'iit in the lenipoiaiilv occiipu'd |iro\uu'e as pos¬ 
sible ; at the same tunc it w.is deemed expedient In exclude 
Kn^hshmeii and japane^e. In enissini; Sibeiia i|uile h.ill 
the passeimeis |ournevnii; east with me me,ml to le.uli* 
M.mehuri.i, ,ind .lem.v the Imnlier n\en .md women of 
almost every race were allowed to p.iss without Imidraiue. 

'!'() be p.issed info the lernloiy one of two thnips weie 
necessary : Uhe h.it ol the mihl.irv .mihoiilv, Tir ,i*li,mk bv 
some ollici.il ol the K.isteiii-Chmesv K’ailwav ovei the i.ulw.iv 
line in course of eonsti uetioii. Knylisk ;md |,ip,uiese could 
not obl.un tather. h'or peo|)le of other n.ition.dilies Iheie 
weie no re.d dillieulties ; to’them, or for llRin, the railw.iv 
p.iss was (|uickly ur.mted, and whene\*ei I meiilioiied niv 
dillieulties to anv one m Siberia the immedi.ile e.xclam.ilion 
was, “'riien you must be an l‘ai^hshman.” All knew th.*l 
the Kiiuhsh were not anted facilities to entet .Maneliuri.w, 
and that as f.ir as possible they were excluded. It w.is not 
easy to .ifet an absolute refusal ifor permission to enter tin 
coiinlrv from anv mihtaiv ol'licial; the usual leplv bem;.^ 
that the mdividu.il to whom application w.is made had no 
power to urant the reipiest ; and this whether .Manchuri.i 
was to be enteied from e.ist or west, luA'th or south. The 
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officials played into each other’s hands, and avoided bein« 
directly discourteous'by granting permission to certain people to 
go as far as some particular jurisdiction extended ; then on 
pushing fiuther, the intruder was met by the officers of the 
commandei' of another section, who could not regard as 
valid for their section the permission given by the Com¬ 
mandant in authortcy elsewhere. Altogether the method prac¬ 
tised here was effectual ; it is instanced because there is no 
doubt that wherever and whenever the English attempt to 
trade in Manchuria similar plans will be used to hampef 
their' activity. 

There is no English Consul in Siberia, but in Vladivostok 
alone there are official repi'esentatives of (Jermany, Erance, 
Holland, Helgium, Sweden and Norway, and other countries. 
The United States of America in Consul iC T. (ireener lias a 
commercial agent of splendid energy and wonderful re¬ 
source. It is cpiite possible that an official representative of 
Great Britain if stationed at Vladivostok would be as impo¬ 
tent as her representatives at St. Fetershiirg to obtain for 
British subjects the same privileges as Russia grants to 
Americans and other foreigners with reference to Manchuria ; 
but even if this wery the case, the appointment of a consular 
agent conversant with British Colonial trade would he a 
matter of incalculable value to Imperial interests on the 
Pacilic. < 

In Vladivostok were l^ussian, Erench, German and Ameri¬ 
can commercial travelers, and others, who had passed through 
Manchuria. 1 saw on their way thither Russian peasants in 
top-boots and nuijiks in bast-shoes ; tweed-coated clerks, shop¬ 
men and tourists, real gypsies in faded fancy costumes; the 
wives of Russian officers in European gowns, American girls in 
sailor hats and shirt-waists, bare-footed village women, and 
(uaids from Little Russia swathed in pleated shawls. I saw too 
an English officer who had been turned out of Manchuria; 
journalists who had been unsuccessful ; and I knew that one 
after gaining the heart of Manchuria had been discovered and 
conducted from Kharbin to the frontier by the Russian mili¬ 
tary authorities. The unfair treatment of the English disgusted 
me, and I determined to get through Manchuria by any means 
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I could device. I’lilortiiiuitcly In’ mv [H'r>isU iu’c iii .tpiiK-mi; 
for the permits necessary lor formal admi^-smy to die teriilo^\’ 
I lMid»made myself a liuiirewell knonn, not only in \'ladi\osiok 
hut at other points of dep.irture on the recor'iiisiid lonies In- 
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rail aiul riel-r mio Hie disputed country. Xow, I roin the miiioi 
ofhcials I could not he^, hu\-, or cheat aiiv papi i w hale\i i, ti \ 
how I would. Xor were thost- prisons whom I peisuaded to 
.ict for me more snccessliil. ^ 

I had received ,i circul.ir letlei ot mli odiiclioii to fellow- 
inemheis of the /XiiLtlo-Riis-.flan laleraiy Society lesideiit in 
Siberia, 'i'h.il letter was ol more \aluc to me tliaii ni.iiiv 
p.issports, and all i itlicial recommendations. K’lissi.nis ai e pi o- 
verhially hospit.ilile.^and Ihest- K’lissians ueie lavouiahly dis¬ 
posed to Kneland. They never f.iiled to do all that llu y rould, 
and sometimes did more than lliey ou^jht, to lorwaid my 
interests. Foi instance, it was lioiii them I olitamed an in¬ 
troduction to Chief hayeineer 'S'neoMcU, who is piadicalK 
the uncrowned kine of Manchuria, huj fiom him I could 
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not gift even a railway pass. He would not stretch a point 
for me, for coinnujii friends and" old acc|uaintances, but 
sifnply referred tne to the Goveinor-Cleneral at Khabaiovsk, 
two days distant by rail. 

Governor-General Grodekov received me affably —■ he 
thought 1 was an American, said that he had heaial of me, 
affected an interest^ in my work,'and said that if I h -.d any 
paper that showed what it was 1 wanted tis do, it would 
save him taking a long note. I had that paper, an open 
letter of introduction from some members of the Anglo- 
Russian Society to an engineer in Mancluiria. He borrowed' 
it, promising it should be returned that same day, and I lelt 
expecUng that the long-tried-for piermit would come at last. 
Instead, I received the letter back, and scribbled upon the 
reverse of my own card was a curt refusal. He could not 
sanction my proposed journey through Manchuria. 1 returned 
to Vladivostok. There 1 learned, but not from them, that the 
signatories to the letter had received a telegram from the 
Governor-General directing them to attend to their own busi¬ 
ness, and not concern themselves with foreigners who wished 
to go into Manchuria. 

It was then I resolved to obtain false papers, adopt a dis¬ 
guise, atid attempt to sneak through the territory which Ihis- 
si.ins had closed to Englishmen only. By doing this 1 placed, 
myself outside the pale, and forfeited all rights to protection 
from the British Government in the event of my identity being 
discovered, 'riiere was not any real -risk of ill usage at the 
hands of the Russians,' that 1 knew. If detected, 1 should have 
been turned out of Manchuria and refused permission to re¬ 
enter Russian territory. At least, detection meant the absolute 
f.iilure of the scheme, for there would be no opportunity 
accorded for a second attempt. So 1 left suddenly in a guise 
which none suspected, and at a time when local acquaintances 
believed me to be awaiting oflicial help. 

The Manchurian frontier is a d.iy’s' journey by rail from 
Vladivostok, and on the way'there 1 made the acquaintance of 
two fellow travellers likely to be of use in crossing. 

'I'he tirst was fhe wife of a working engineer on the hue, 
the other an elderly Russian who was starting a mineral w.iter 
-1 
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V iie.ir Rli.iiltin. TIum- wire llie oiilv iixili.tn 
p;isM'ii,i;ei>. wiio li.id been in Maiiduii i.i fx tofe, and bolli li.i^l ‘ 
lir^l*-class pas-^e^ toi tlie Maiiclniiian tiain. The i;enllein,m 
(illered to look .iltei tile l.idy s baLtetaeti', aKo altiiAniiie, wliiii 
we reielied tli^; tejiiriiuis at Crodekin, and tlll^ lelt me liee to 
hide fn^in the froiitiei ^iiard*. 

1 he other |ias',eiiaers wiie l\ii''siaiis Mx-tm^ toitune m the 
new territory, wlr 'll all behex e to be a \ ei liable Rldoi ado, oi 
XX ere ai 1 1 Ani^ and labonrei s eiioai^ei 1 to w( n L upon the i ail \\ ax‘. 
'I'he remainder, Iw l.ir the lapoest nnnibei, xxei e soldiem on 
the ir xx.ix- to I emioree the |■\plxhtlon a^.iiiisl the b.mdits on thi¬ 
ll ontier. 

Helore the k’lissian oeen[i.ilion, M.inihnii,i w.is oxen mi 
with C'hmese xpnallerx, nnheei-M-d .rtold-dippem, liee eom- 
jinnmty men, .ind lobbei bands. K’lissi.ni troops h.ixi- been 
btisiK- ena.ioid e.iplnrinp these men. Some b.mds Ihex’ h.ix'e 
e.xlel inm.ited ; ollieis they h.ix'e l.ikeil .md settled on leseix'ed 
kind, altei e\ei nlim; the li-.idi-i s. Some h,a e bi-eii di i\ eii I n nil 
the coiiiili\', soiiir iin* slill liidiii^ 111 lln' iiKumt.UMs .ind .it 
this pailienl.ir d.iti- .i b.nul h.id smldeiilx' .ip|>i',ned on k’nssi.ni 
territorx' xxilhin .1 lexx' miles ol \ l.idix’ostok, .nid xxeie IniiiLt* 
surrounded bx ipiile .in .ii mx ol k’nssi.ni li.oops. 

M.melmii.i is hkeSibeii.i m one i espeil Iheiiadx- li.ii w 
met ex'erx'xx hei e. Sibeii.uis aie as iiKpiisilixe .is t'hmese oi 
ehildi ell, aiijl Ixin^^as thex' pi.iitise it is neillie* a -^n noi ,i 
tleeeil. It is merely a.p.istiine. Kxei \ one would like to 
knoxx ex'erx one else’s business but doe^ not i.iie to tell Ins 
oxen, and he talks to ple.ise- limisell oi oi.ilifx’ hsti neis. In the 
h'.ii I'kist one must behexe oiiTx’ xxli.d one sees. 

'I’he 1 nil Iro;n Xikolskoe-rs^siiri xxas made ,il ,i > ei y sloxx p.ii'e 
ox’er Hat mnnterestin,L; eomilrx, and xxe xxeie shnnied on .i 
sidnio tor the pass,pee oi ^ lone, heax ily-ladeii milil.ii x' li.nii, 
e.nryine ;ni .nlilleiv le.yimeni, with its held jiiA i s, ni.nlimr 
jpmis, limbers, ainimfliition xxaLteJons, horses ,md 200 inf.inliv, 
so It bee,line dusk befoie xxe ie,iihed the station ol tliodekox', 
n, lined ,ifler the empire nnk'ei m the east. 

We Slipped in the bnllel, ,imoiiL;,st ,is s|j,niee ,i iomp,iii\ as 
any I met in Siberia. A Chinese olliei.il, l.nitmii, reseixid, 

■ md s.id, xeix' polilelx .illeiided Iw some Riis-i.in ,nm\' olliieis 
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for whom he showed.not the least interest, there was a very 
ta'il, stout clean-sliaven man witli long fair hair turning grey 
hanging about his neck and over his ears. He was quite deaf, 
and talked 'loudly and incessantly to a group of women and 
civilians gathered round him. He had been., a political e.xile 
and was now a free-command who had visited Manchuvia and 
hoped to settle tliere^ Hhat at least was the intention he 
expressed. A brewer, about to commence business near 
1 ineinpo, was sainidiiig all the bottled ales the bullet stocked, 
and criticising all in a most outspoken fashion. In a corner, 
se.ited on his luggage, a riolinist, short, round-shouldered, long¬ 
haired) and Ins eyes hidden behind blue-goggles. Notwith¬ 
standing his e.irnest endeavours to keep himself very much 
ap.irt he, his liddle or Ins baggage were always in some one’s 
way, and nearly everybody seemed anxious to engage bim in 
convers.ition. Cossack ollicers entered, stared at the com¬ 
pany, spoke now to one, then to some other and withdrew to 
appe.ir again in a few seconds and ask fresh umniportant 
questions. Women and chddreii crowded upon each other ; 
tlie men stood up with their backs to ttie wall, smoked, laughed, 
and talked incesMiitly. The waiters knew not whom to serve 
or fi oni whom to receive. 'Hie liubbnb continued for an hour ; 
the room was like a furnace, steam covered the window panes 
and a iiuijik came with wood and heaped more on the lire in 
the stove’. 'I'lie ladies fanned themselves, Ijnt none, ventured to 
stop the man. 'I'lien at hist the station bell rang, and men 
grip|K'd their luggage, hurried to the door and blocked the 
[lassage and [lorch ; 111 ten minutes all were out struggling lor 
places 111 the tr.nii. 

Fresh troubles began. At I’.ereval the train consisted of a 
guard’s van .iiid a few open trucks. On one of these mir 
baggage was piled, ind upon this, with other favoured ones 1 
clambered, having what was called a ** ladies place. 1 he 
other passengers got where they could, some standing on the 
buffers between tbe trucks alid holding on for dear life while 
we shunted back and fortb by the zig-zag line leading from the 
valley to the higher platei'u of M.inchuria. At Fogranichnaia, 
on the higher level, this tram was cleared. The passengers 
waited there for a couple of hours for another Jo be made up. 
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lor tlic jouiiK’V WL'.st mt(i Mandmn.i by way ol Siad-Sin-l-'iin. 
The slation was ainiser.ible builcliny aiiiKl’rail^vaN sulmys, ui^li 
onlv a’loUL^Ii outline of the space intended lor the eoiistnietion 
of a platform. .Anionj.; the eoods piK-cl near the*lnR' it w.is 
easy to rem.nil unobserved in the d.ii kness until the Ir.nn w.is 
ready to start. .At the l.ist iiionient, with the assist,iiux' ol .1 
br.ikesman, 1 not up into .1 eoxeied w.iiti^oif.ind 111.ide invsril ,is 
comfort,ible as 1 could upon ,1 he,ip of some one else's liine.irje, 
Bv feioiKiie sk'cp when tiu- (.■oiuliielor (.Mine foi tickets .1 
esc,iped his immediate attention, ,ind the ne.\l moimiie,i little 
condescension on ni\' p.n t, ,ind the yili ol ,i ronbk', si.ivi d 
further (pR’stionme. 

riie country is hilly, not moiinl,nnons as l,n ,is Iliireii, 
Inivini^ the s.ime eh,ii ,icteristics ,is the e.tslein slope ol the ridye 
eKceiil that the trees j^row fo ,i«miuh kiiyei si/e. Beloie 
rrMchiny 'I'ai-ma-yo, 01 “ W'hip-lhe-l lorse " Ikiss, the ailn,il 
hue IS to t.ike a hiyli le\el route to the eiiti,nice ol the Inniiel 
,ibont 300 v,nils Ill lenylh, now beiny m,ide by It,ill.in ,nid 
other loreiyn woikinen. I'lie coiistriiclion ti.ims I,ike the 
teiiipoi arv line on the opposile si<1e ol the \ .ilkw foi .1 disl.iiu e, 
then /ly-zays down the sonihei 11 side ol *tlie ridyi- ,111 d 1 onnd ,u 
spur of tile hills to Miid.ishi. 

\\k’ h.id to eh.inye Ir.inis eveiy lew honi s, ,nid it w.is not 
lone belore 1 saw the tr.nn ele.uwd ol p.issenyei s nnpi ovided 
with tickets. Those who would not net oil wtlien JokI wen- 
pushed or kicked (fit bv the condnylois and bi.ikesiiien. Hie 
Chinese were most pertin.icions, ,ind ,ij Chinamen .ippe.n to 
be verv much like i ar h other .11 id some h.id tickets w Ink- olliei s 
h.id not, those thrown olf lUe tiiicks i-l.imbeied on .ly.nn .is 
soon .IS the conductor lell, onlv to lu- Ihri'uii oil ae.mi it 
observed. One would slici ec*! whci e the do/ei 1 killed. Those 
left behind ran after the train ; some c.myhl it ,ii the next 
stoiipinn-pl.ice and bo.nded il, there to meet willitlft- s.mte l.ile 
as before, or, peiclMince to be the lucky ones who e^c.ijied 
notice. 

The cpiickest .iiid most ellectii.il w.iy of cle.iriny the ti.iin 
w.is to eniplov some of the Cossack yn.irds .iinied with the 
short, heayy H.nls they c.dl whips, or a y.ird of teleyiapli wiie. 
'I'he brakesmen and condiictois .iccomumied the C'oss.icks to 



(.RKATER RUSSIA. 


246 

point out to them the p.issen^eis who liad not -satRlied them 
oj their riuht lOftni\*el. They tilso generally carried a short 
length of wire witli which to persuade tlie, [lassengers to k*ave 
the truck, c 

7\ pass did not necessarily give one the 'right to travel fry a 
particular train. It had to he iaihmitted to the person in 
charge of the depot''whei'e the train was made u|i, and counter¬ 
signed hy him before it was valid, He never I,died to sign a 
(k)cument given hy a Chief engineer, hut as I ne\ cr liad a rail¬ 
way pass at all, the vagaries of the slalionmastei s did not worr^ 
me. * 

He.itmg one's way as a v.igranl w’as wearisome work. My 
luggage consisting of a large Cimiese parchment covered 
bo.x, in which mv English portmanteau and hag were packed, 
a Chinese basket of provisions, with the always needed tea¬ 
kettle tied thereto, and a roll of .Mongolian felt in which to 
sleep -would he earned to the line by coolies and left there 
until a tram was made up. Csiially this consisted of from a 
dozen to forty open trucks fully loaded with rails, sleepers, 
railway material, and provisions. 'I'he trams mostly sl.irled at 
dark and ran through the night, to he hrokeii up and i e- 
arranged ;lt the lu‘st_ siding reached after dawn broke. TJie 
lirst thing to do was to lind a possible |d,iee on one of the 
trucks, then, when no one was looking, to carrv my box there, 
fetch the uthei"'luggage, .ind if l got all on to the truck without 
being discovered in the yet, siibsecjiient ^proceedings were 
simple and generally su'ccessfiil. 

Hac'ing hidden on the truck and made yourself as small as 
possible, \ou were invariably foiiiid bv one of the brakesmen. 
If no one w.is lookinggoind you were almost inconspicuous, the 
gilt of a rouble note xomid close Ins eves to vour presence. 
W'^ieii there w.is .iiiv risk of the st.itionmaster noticing vour 
presence, ybii^ook the risk, and kept the monev until the tr.iiii 
w.is out 111 the wilds, when the brake..man •vvould visit you m a 
friendly \ia). 

Occasion,illy brakesmen and the depot hands would unite 
to thwail irregular passenj|ers, and as the st.ilionmaslers all 
have a guard of Cossacks at their service, resistance is useless. 
In those cases I fouiiil it best to obey. I would rem.im ,is 





IN DISGUISE THROUGH MANCHURI^V 247 

near the train as I coukf, probably by uijp of the tires tlie vaj^a- 
bond travellers li^ht everywhere to boil the*ir kettles. Wlteii 
the {;ti;irds had passed 1 would lift my luaeaae back 011 to a 
truck, conceal it there if possible, and wail for thcTam to start. 
I would tho(i jvnip on as the tram w.is movine^ and llnd a 
hidinj^-placc for myself. 'l*tie lire-box oUi locomotive boiler 
on its wav to Tsilsikar houscil me eomlort.ibly for two nielits, 
1 never saw any one thrown from a truck while the tr.nn w.is m 
motion ; but sometimes Cossacks would clear .1 w.ie^ou .it die 
List minute and detain wonUKhe (lassenyeis, while .illownif; 
their effects to no on. 'l^his never happened to me. In fact, 1 
soon became so used to “beatmj;'' my w.iv that 1 pr.iclised it 
wilhoiil the least trepidation or hesil.ition. 'I'he m.ui who has 
a re.ulv toimue iiiul knows how to use it need not le.ir any- 
thm.a in M.uichuria where K’ussiaiis ,ne, piovidine he is .ible to 
keep his temper. 'I'lie cireiiiiistances occ.ision.dly aie veiy 
trvine even to the best-natmed people. 

A biakcsin.m with .i vard ol wire m Ins hand .md by his 
side a lierce-lookm.u Kub.inski t'ossack armed with idle .uul 
whi[r asked me rudely it I had a ticket. “'t'es.” “Where 
to ?” 1 11. lined a station lumdreds of versts .ahe.id., “ I.el me 

see it. ' “The condwetor has seen it, isn’t that eiimi.e;h ” 
“Show me yonr ticket, if you have one," he asked s.ivaj^ely. 
1 doubled the fellow could re,id, so pulled out a receipt foi 
duly from«a ciistopi-house in I’oland. It w.is a pa'[ier of the 
s.imc size .md shape as'the railway'passes. As I suiniised, he 
could not read. But he knew the drajinn se.il of the E.isterii 
Chinese ICiilway Comp.inv, .md that sif^nalure w.is missiiip; 
from the p.iper I showed. “Tint's no ticket,” he said, hi usipie 
still. “ I do not imderst.md," and I slini}^;.^ed my shoulders. 
“ Voii will undei'st.md Liter.", “ All rij^ht,” said I ; “ briiif^ the 
conductor here.” But he did not. It was a j^.ime of blull all 
throiieh. Once, when forced to produce .i paper of some 
sort, I showed .i fetter with an uiidecipheiable sif^natiire, 
“W’hat is this?" asked the mfln. “You see what it is,” I 
answered. “It is not enou“h, any w.iy. It is iiothmj^ to do 
with the railway.” I sn,itched liie p.iper back and asked 
angrily, “ W'h.it is your name ? Who are you, who say this is 
not enough ?" He was taken aback. ‘'Well, see the station- 
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masicr ! ” Ik' siiifl lic'sitatinL;ly. 1 rcfoi’tccl c|uickly! “Please! 
I’kcise eoine now.*’ “t^.iler. Alavlie it's enoueli/’ he said more 
i;oo(l-liiimoiiredly, and lie went away hastily. 1 turned to\’ar?ls 
the Inol.mdefs for approval. They sneered at the man, and 
eondi imied Ins mtei fei enec, foi' everywhere‘and m everything 
the symp.ithv of the public is with the individual whenever he 
IS 111 eonlhet with a iVissi.m oflieial of any kind. 'I’he officials 
all know this, and do their utmo'>t to avoid a demonstr.ition, 
vvllelhcr they are near the Winter Palace 111 St. Peters'hiira or 
avv.iv III Ihe.wilds of the mount,;ms of Alanchiiri.i. 

The olliccrs certainly are not aivv.iys deceived by the stories 
told Ih^'in. ,\ capt.im of Pos^.icks e.ime to me at one of the 
st.itions and ,iskcd wheie some anteloiie we h.id on Ihe truck 
had been shot. I told him vvlieiw they had been put on the 
tram, .md lo whom I hey beliuioe'l. 1 le 1 ,1 Iked on ,i hide aliout 
Ihe sIiooIiiil; ihey h.id m th.it distnci, where y.ime from 
iduMs.mt^ to sl.iys w plenlilnl, then said suddenly. “I know 
1 rom Ihe vv.iy v 011 l.ilk v on .lie not .1 Piissi.m. What ai c von t " 
“ 1 111114,11 i.m.” “Where liomy" “ Cai|).ithi,m Mount,mis.” 
“ WIk'I'c ai e yon “I iiii”^.-'" “Tothe tuimcl.il li.ikhtn.” “'I'o 
vVoi k there?" "1 hope so.” “ h'or whom?” “ ,Siil-Con- 
tr.ielor (‘loobi.m.” “(loohi.m? 'riiere is no one thcia' ol 
111,it n.iuie ; I know .ill the peopli' iheie.” “'riieii 1 iiiiisl tiv 
some one else,” I I e I m ncd .iw.iy with .1 smi le. lie knew lh.it 
I mc.ml iifilhmj; of the kind, but he understood‘ that I h.id 
suHicieiit mtelh^ence to l.ike (..ire of ui\;sell. I s ivv him ,14,1111 
.iltei we h.id p.issccl lia^ditii, hi' c.mie and m.ide one of a paity 
ipiest 10111114 me ; I lelluiw them that I vv.is an .Vmei le.m- 
('icriu.m, ,md e\pl.11111114 ^'Ral p.ii licul.irs t'hic.i”!) was 

supeiiorlo New A'oik." l.nckiK none ol ns h.,d ivcr been in 
either town, lie icdynised me and hslt'iied with tvvmkhn4 
eves. Peril.qw he h.id lorootleii the story 1 lold him, one hears 
so m.mv out there. 

'I'o move about w ithout attr.iclma attimtion I dressed like 
most of the eiviliaiis I s.iw 111 Rharhm, and about the railw.iv. 
'I'op boots, with b.iit.yy bl.iek Irousi'is stuck therein, a |ie,iked 
Coss.ick c.ip, and a linen ti^me, or a le.ither picket, .iccordiiio 
to Ihe we.ilher. On one of the few occ.isions when I was 
lucky enough to “I't .r covered w.iowon, I w.is disturbed m the 
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iniddlf of tlK''ni«lit liy til*'ol ,[ nnmlH'i ol the C'o'-s.ick 
j^tiai'ds, who Imiihk'd ovci iiic I l.iv .Moc^ lolU-d up ni lyy 
sqikuf of Icit. 'I'lu'v woiT not qiiili.' miIh'i, and ln-ainl-h\' m 

c. unc a captain and qiii'stioiu'd the Ciiailnik <^1 ihe yiiaid 

as to a sokher nlissiun fimn Modaslii, .iiul suspected ol 
de.sei'mn. * • 

riu'i'e were se\ ei al vayrant iiassenye; Uussian, CInneso, 
and nondescript—in the wayoon, airl liiev exaiiniu’d llieiii 
closelv. ’At List lliee came to me, who leiqnc'd to he ,iskep. 
.One ol Ihe Coss.ieks pulled awac Ihe tell 1114 .mil iiilihed mv 
ear louqlily with Ins p.ihn Ihe most elleciii.il w.i\ ol louMiiq .1 
drowsy m.m. ()ne h.is to iis.' K’ussi.ui Kiphuyesc when 
talkmu (o C'oss.icks. " Itevil skin vou, \ou deloinu*! im ! 
W h.it IS It ’ I .isked. “\\'-wh.il Is \-\our sin n.iiiie C 
“ Stai iidiihsloe.” “\V’-wh.il v*you*c-e.dl \-\oiiisell " \’.isih 
\ .isi 1 ie\leh. ' “ HI w ere 111 ,Mod.ishi.' “I w.is," "^'-\oll 

helonyed t-lhird r-i eyi " “Not Ih.il, 01 ,ms' olhei. A 
stniiemason I, not .1 soldier." “ W'heie liom " " (.'.me.isiis." 

“ C'Come w it h Us." “(hi to nieky, \ oil lil.uik, hl.uik, hl.mlti d 
hi.inks ! I 111 yomy to sleep." “lie l.ilks like 0111 m.m," 
stulleied one. “lie isn’t," e.illed .1 di ep h.iss iroiii .1 d.iik 
eoi Her ; “ he h.is cimu-.w ith iis ,ill the w.iy 1 1 0111 /.itiln, ” Then 
one ol Ihe men with \eiy unsle.idy h.md held .1 e.mdk .1 lew 
mehes trom m\' l.iee, and the e.iplaui, hiichni“ h.idly, |ieeied 
closelv into my e\es and hie.ilhed \odk.i into lyy month, 
.uid none loo soon yoncimled Iji.il he did’not lecoymse 
me. 

It W.IS 1 10111 .1 Cl vered wayyon, wlieie .1 lew h.id been 
.illowed to shelter one Utter cold iiiyhl, Ih.il we weie 
suumi.iriR elected into a hh//.ird .it •.ihoiit i. yi A.M. m .1 
mountain p.iss some miles from ^'al. Thei e w.is .ihoiil ,m inch 
ol snow on Ihe fro/.en “loimd ; it was sleelme f.isl, and Iheie 
seemed to he no hahil.ilion near. riie’11.1111 ic efil on. W’e 
]uk'd our hai^u.ioe l»i“ether, “ot on the lee side ol Ihe heap, .md 
ti led to prevent the stmiller jeic t.iyes blowing .iw .ly, hut .ill lost 
somethin^, k'rom the sp.ne sleepers we 40I eiion“h wood to 
st.n t ,i liie, and round th.it we huddled until 11101111114. .At 

d. ivhyht two of the [ aitv went In search *if .1 workers' camp by 
the rtiilway, and letnrned with a horse and very rough telega. 
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\\\- lo.uk’d lip tile liii;e.i<4c and iitartccf off over the iiKnintains 
'lll•l'md a tiain Ixftind wext. 

The I'll train we saw w.is lestiiiLj a temporary bridge over 
a moiiiitaiii *^lreani a job that mpylit last days, and we wjjiil 
on. Ill the hill were .Mongol herdsmen \uth (l('<:ks of sheep 
and “oats, and some troops of sliiall r(nij;h [ninies. .These 
110111,ids had no lire. 'hhere were no huts or y'li'tas anywhere 
to be seen, .ind none of the Monnols had anv comforts to oiler 
ns*. W'e went down into the plain and found a roiinh'dwellmo 
half in the yroinul, \erv inncli like a Iniye potato-biiry, tenanted* 
by two k’lis^i.m lannlies.. They were^two sqn.liters in the new 
leiiitoi^-, blit well' inoyniy before winter to a fresh location 
nearer the r nlw.iw 

In .inolhei lalli'v .1 liinidred nioniiled Cossack.-, were recon- 
noili me, lor the onll.iwed KIiiiii^^iis had 1 eceiilly been seen in 
die neiylibom hood. Some miles fnither on we c.imi' to a hill 
slope, on which there had been <i ll.Ltht between the I'tnssi.ni 
troops and some ii,ili\es. The c.ircases ol ponies, bullocks, 
and sheep h.id .itli.icted wolv^'s and many crows, but we joyyed 
on lor honis widunil s^-einy a human benif.;. 

• Then we p.issed .1 military [iost, where ten men led a 
soiil.iiw lile III ,i spodessly clean tell \aiii,i^ and were yisited once 
a week, (ir ottener, by the Cossaek p.itrol, and relieved eveiy 
si.'; iiuintlis. We turned ayain towards the railway and found 
,1 new Rii'Ai.ni settlement of pe.isaiits close to a l.iis^e Cossack 
encampmeni. .Ml weie bii'^' piiltnpy np w.ittle-and-d.inb dw ell- 
iiics for the winter, prm isions—meat .ind tish—were bronchi 
in bv the Mongols, ,ind toiind re.idy pnrchase.'s. 

Thi'ie w.is ,i tram here, but It h.id rim olf the line and 
d.im.iyed the tr.ick seriously, .M List we fonnd another of 
.ibont fifty empty w.icyons west. It ran oyer rolliiic 

[iriTiiie where the dried bent f.trass liad been fired, and ,ill was 
as.black as fhe«Cliinese towns the Russians r.i/ed. 'I'he same 
nicht tile tr.ini r.ni oil the line acaiii. Xif one was hurt, but 
the del.iy w.is considerable, »o 1 Lf.ive my liiccace Into the 
ch.irce of a fellow p.issencer and walked otf with some coolies 
into the ne.irest town. 

There w.is no difricnlty in le.iyintt II'l' tram at any pi.ice 
desired, but in sonietof the settlements there were too lew 
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|H-uplc, (itluT til. Ill oIlK'lK' .liul In [H I mil nl ,l sn|nuill 

lor ,iiiy icnytli oi tunc witlmut imkiiiy iilt iintar .ilimi. , • 

• N4iul.islii, 127 miles liom llic lioiitu-i, w.is tim iimi grille 
iiK'iil nl imp 111.luce le.ir'lKHl. .iiul tlK’ie I Uiokr ir^‘ in.iiiu'N. 



It Is .ipicltiK' sitn.ik'il liltir low n, .ilu'.eK cpiiu- K’lissi.nf, 
with a popiil.ilion of juoo 01 iiioic. It is tin lu iiesr point to 
Xiiiyiil loiK'lu’d In llif line, hut iic.ii h\' is llu' hcyiii 1 ni 1 y of .1 
111 .inch I .iiKii-.iv which will hr ronl 1 micil :is .1 stmtepK mihl.iix 
lllR- low.lljls the ll^OllllCT ol Koum. * • 

.\ s|i c.iiii, |iisl a ( le.il , hi ipht mfiiiiit.mi loiu-iit some llnitv 
leel 111 wullh, Mills thioiipli Ihe \ ill.ipep.md the wood pl.iiikod 
side w.ilks .lie C41TU d on pill s, hemp sevei.il li-el .ihove Ihe 
level ol the n i.idwMN's, siillit'ienl ecideiu e ol Hoods III c.iih 
simimei .im' antmmi. , 

At l\h.iiit.i-khe/.i Ihe on[\ C'hmese m the m iphhoiii hood 

vveie .M.mt/.i l.ihoiircis on llu line, winch heie iiiiis lliioneh 

• * 

thick foKst, lor which, up In ih.it lime, llnic*h.id heen no 
i le.ir.ince m.ide fin* the .u tn.il li.nk, Ihe loiile ol whnli u.is 
st.iked nut, and a tempoi.nv’ lute skirlinp ,i sw.mip h.id lu en 
l.iid (1 own In ,pive llnniiph cn.i nmnu .ilinn wilh the seiliniis 
laid to Kh.irhin. 

• • 

It r,lined wlum I lelt Klianl.i-klu /.i, ,nid I mde m .1 i oveied 
w.ippnn on the top of some cement litiiels, and -non si.nii 
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Cliinese’fi'orn the open trucks wished to join the .company of 
Russians under th|.- shelter. Tliese repulsed all quite brutally, 
until one of the heathen, more astute than his cdmpanjoqs 
opened his ^s.ick apd produced a handful of hazel nuts. 
“More! more!’’ shouted the Russians, and stretching exit 
their hands they gripped him tirmly and hauled Ifim into the 
wa^uon. He distrili*ited nuts impartitilly, then called to •some 
of his fellows ; room was made for them, on the same terms, 
un.til the Chinaman’s nuts had all been taken and the wa'e'on 
could not accommodate another passeiiffer. 

Near Kaohnza, the ti.un aj.^aln reached the permanent way. 
At Shito-kheza, there was'once an important native villajte, hut 
the fant^as are now deserted and crumblinj.t; near by a Russian 
settlement has come into existence. Part of the journey is 
across marsh, part across lavish tprairie-like land with brush¬ 
wood and scrub, and part throiii^h woodlands, thinie is 
plentilul, and plump, well-roasted younj’ pheasants were 
ollered by Russian women at the sidmqs, the average price 
beinn sixpence. 

So far troin the railway' beinq completed, even 111 this 
sjpciion, it seems scarcely to have been commenced. In places 
the traclq .m einb.nikment raised perh.ips three feet from the 
level of the prairie, stops short. There is a bof> or swamp in 
which the bank, il ever it was made, h is sunk completely from 
\'iew and jts place is taken by rushes, reeds and many 

feet hiu|q but m no way distinguishable from that ti! riqht and 
lelt of the track. As lar as one could jiidqe, the constructors 
upon meetine this ihl'licully desisted. 'I'he line 111 use leaves 
the track a few hundred\arils before the abi iipt termination, 
descends to the level ol the pl.iin and runs o\'cr sleepers 
just laid loosely upon scarci-ly levelled ground, and makes a 
wide detour to liqht or left of the swamp, as the shorter way 
may be, thou jt turn*, in a^.iin and after a time reaches the 
made way, and ascends to that level. 

Nowhere throughout the whole length from east to west did 
1 notice any traces of damage actually wrought to the track or 
permanent way. The Hoxers or Khungus must certainly have 
interrupted the work, but of the actual material damage they 
are said to have w rought I could find not a particle of evidence 



IN DISGUISE THROUGH MANCHURIA 2 ,'^ 

• 

Pt)^Mhly some of tlie bildj^cM were wrecked. If so, (hevweie 
)f^ a ^ temporary cliaracler, (rile and ticstlt euclioiis so*)ir 
eplaced. Wlierever large girder or otlier bridges have ti) lie 
unit over important rivers, as the Klmrklia, Siii\g,iri, Nonni, 
Val and Uiuir, yot only h.is the work never been compk’led, 
hut ll»e embankments have hot been r.nsed totlu' level reqn.reil. 
There are leady stone pieis lor girtler laridges, .md noi lar 
from Imeinpo there is a bridge whollv of masonry in coiiise of 
eonstrnclion, but at the tune ot passing the arches h.id not been 
turned. . 

Some other points ^m.iy be n^'iilioned. One toiek 
approMinately parallel to th.it m .icliial use .ippe^iisjo h.ive 
been raised and then for some re.ison .ib.mdoned. 'Theie .ne 
delached lengths ol this ihsused Ir.ick m v.ii ions dislrids, and 
Ihev appear never to h.ive been l.udvvnh sleepeis .md vveie 
covered with veget.ible giovvth two summers old. In (\ui 
pl.ici's 111 the west the line biliirc.ited to the south piob.ibU 
lor str.itegic pin poses. The e\istmg vv.ilei londinls under 
the Used embankments consist^ ol lubes made bv iiveluig 
togelher a lew lengths ol iiiri incited s^ieet non ol _>.'i It.W.th 

111 thickness, to form tubes 2S mihes 01 moie in di.inuiei • 

# • 

they vveie a l.iv0111 .ihle hiding .md sleeping jil.icf .md il 
intended for peim.inent use will ipiukly 1 iisl .md dei .iv. 
They are employetl in such situ.ilions .is .my oidiii.iiv i.iilu.iv 
would provide v^ith a culvert ol ni,isomv,*oi etn thenwai e 
pipes. Being so near .the surf.ice tt seemed that Ihevconlil not 
support the heavy engines and melal laden vv.iggoiis rnn ovei 
them. 'There Ikas been lavish e.xpenditnre of e.ipil.il m 
coiisti ucting the emhankmtnt, getting out loimdalions hu the 
vv.ills of stations, engine she.ds, and sufking wells for the vv.ilii 
towers, but worst of all tluyi- li.is beim an enormous w.iste ol 
ni.ilerial. Coils of telegraph vvii e conhMie seen King aUthe 
bottom ol cle.ii moinitam striains; nock iTisnl.iloi s, Imtli 
biokeii and soun(f| lav scattered about the ti.uks ; dog-nails, , 
nuts-.md-bolts, and small metal goods were sc.iltei ed all ovei 
the ground by the side of the track. /\s these vveie not vet 
lusted, this could not have been the vvoi k of Ifoveis 01 
Khungus, or indeed any but those employed upon or about the 
line. Case% of small screws, spikes, iftid the like, got broken 
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and tile contents were quickly lost. Ifrany one wished to make 
:< ^rl'■■‘^t loi' I'i'’ kettle'' over the lire one could pick up any¬ 
where uood new spikes in any I'lUinher for the pin pose. At iTn 
old Chinese f.'hourerss' camp, rail way small wares had been used 
for all sorts of purposes and were left now'useless rusliiiu m 
tliee.irth, or buried. Whether projferly constructed oi not the 
h'.aslern Chinese raiKtay has been built regardless of all expense 
and with shameful waste of il'iatenal. 

The methods of construction are primitive. 'I'he tiack is 
staked out ; then the stakes are cut off to the level it is desired , 
to rais''e the embankment. Chinese labourers dig a trench 
alongside the track corresponding m depth to its height and ol 
the sanie width. Rutting a few shovelfuls of earth m a Hat 
basket, two of these are attached to the yoke and carried at a 
trot to the track and empiiedv 'this is repeated h\' thousands 
ol labourers, thousands of times, until thousands of versts of 
track are raised. If it lie a cutting instead of an embankment, 
then the earth removed Irom the cutting or trench is [iiled up 
(111 both banks. This doubtless was the wav m which Chmghis 
K'han raised his earth deleiices, the method by which the great 
wall of China w.is put together, but it is not wh;,t one would 
expect of •a* civilised coimtr\' in this tcyentieth century. As 
the engniei.'rs use caissons m m.iking bridge foimdalioiis, ha\'e 
electric plant to carry on the work at night, and all kiiulsof the 
latest impijoved'Ainericaii tools and maclinierv, they certainly 
know that tip-\vaggoiis and ,steam-navvi_es are used for railway 
building- why they do, not use them 1 was imalile to ascer¬ 
tain. 

In Mongolia Russian carters are engaged to remove the 
earth m very small two wheeled tip-carts, and 1 was informed 
that the rate paid was ten shillings a day for each man, horse, 
■iiiA carl. 

tuiineralviiit twii miles in length has to be made between 
Ikikhtu and Mendiikhe where the line crosses the Cireat 
Khing.iii mouiitam r.inge. At. present it is little more than 
begun. Working from the east one gallery li.is been driven 
about iHo feet into the limestone. Although entrance to the 
works was “sirictly forbidden” 1 had no difficulty m seeing 
the gallery .mil re.iclinig the f.ice, where foreign qu.irrymen 
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were horinj^ \vilh liaiul (h'llN. Tlici c w a cdiniilitr Aia'liii- 

iiistall.ition tor li”htiii,i;, ^l,^nallm;4, lii 1114J1I i',linL; 1, li n 41 n, i (c, ;. 

* • * 

but povvcr-di'ills, oi- coiiipu's-.oi ^ .ippran il lo lu in 

The leiisMan traiii'. bulking inneli l.ueei iImu lie p; 1 iin-^ible 

• % 

in •Itiiti^b rail\\,i\,s, 
the tunnel .HiIi«ul;Ii 
only b^r a single line 
has <ilmost the saiiu- 

(liniensions as 11 - 

• 

i|Uire(l elsew la 1 e I > 1 
two si'ts ol r.nl1 III 
the heinht is 411 an 1 
than the u ullh, i . ai 
seipientlv the boi nip 
IS beino (. Ml I led on 
• snnultaneouslv at 
two separate lex els. 

The work is iiiiieh 
hampered by w.itei, 
wliK'li was pom 111.4 out ol t he \\ I «i ki lips ni .. i>in-lanl slieaiii, 
hlhne a treiieh hall a iiielie iii depth. |iidpiiip lioin the 
methods pursued it is iinlikeix that llu* lnimi*l ^ \\ ill be 
completed unless the (oiiliaxl is made oxw lo Imiipii 
en4meers. .As there is a Ian Ix' pood zip-/14 inoinil.iiii 1 .iilw ix 
ax’ailable tor throu.ph liallie lluie is no puosiiip need fm 
the compittion oi the liiiiiiel, and doubt less, the K’lissi.uis, 
with whom tiinnelhn.p'is ,m imprai lised ail, xxiil ix.ippei.ile 
the diHiciilties eiieoniitei ed and snimoimlid, nil 1111.delx' 
aceomphshinn a ‘‘pre.it ti iimijih ol eiipineei mp ' al an iiiiiik iwi 
cost to the State. It max’ Ik‘ that llu' 10111 plelloi 1 ol the 
work will be postponed ilidelmiteix, 01 exeii .di-ohilelx’ 

ab.indoned. • , 

.\l0n4 the whole route the line x\as *411,11 (led Tx K’lissi.m 
soldiers, chielly Kiib.inski C'oss.u ks, bill Iheu wtii • ,dso 
intantry andsex’ei.d p.uks ol aitillerx’. 'Idle niiol 1 lotu i .d de 
loi tress is ne.u Fu-h-ah-de on *the west b.iiik ol the ,\onm, 
.ibout txxelxe miles lo the south ol Tsi-tsok.ir. d Ins o small 
but ol the modern ty|H’, and isiiiilhir piolicled by e.nlh- 
xx’orks, rille |uls and titiuhes. 'Idle b.in.uks ,im 'ilnatid lo 
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the north of tlie fort, and are prote/rted on two sides by a 
•rajiipart wall with trenches further alield. The ofticers’ 
quarters are in low ranj^es of brick houses, tiled and arranjted 
similar to ,those at Kharbin. Block-houses are neither 
numerous nor conspicuous. 

The ordinary stroni> army ppst consists ol brick built 
houses erected undt-i' a bluff, with the usual Cossack l()ok-out 
on the hi^'hest f'round beyond, as at Biaftchin. The Cossack 
posts consist of two lone trenches roofed with poles: waitles, 
and thatched or turfed, with small windows in tables along 
thefn-jut; a wattle and daub-house for the officers, and a large,’ 
low stable. These form three sides of a quadrangle, and the 
whole is surrounded by a strong wattle fence almost as high as 
the buildings. The well is near the entrance gate, and the 
courtyard is the muster grourid. Wattle fences surround 
adjoining paddocks for the horses. In some places, for 
instance at Vakshi, where there is more than one trooji of 
Cossacks, t’acli couqiany has its own camp, or c|ua(liangle. 
l''rom these posts, the patrol paities of lifty are sent at 
iiiteiv.ds, whilst some have also to furnish and commiimc.ite 
i.vith Coss.ick outposts, consisting of ten men, or fewer lodged 
in a felt tent, or yiirta, near the look-out tower. 

Infantry det.ichments are employed on the same duty, 
living 111 one or two lelt yiirtas, protected with idle trenches. 
'I'hose yu;:l.is into which I ventured were all clean, well kept^ 
warm and comfortable, esiiyciallv those of 'ihe mf.mtry. Five 
roiighlv constructed benches were fixed to posts about three 
feet from the e.irtli lloor around the sides of the tent ; on 
these the bedding was laid, and over them hung the few 
personal elfects of the occupants, fisirally there w.is a small 
ikon 111 the “ Kr.isiue Fgol,” a clieaii oleograph portrait of the 
'fsar opposite the door ; sometimes one of the Tsaritsa also, 
and a few gaudy coloured prints of fancy scenes in the Boxer 
war. 

The Eastern Chinese Railway is like those of Siberia 111 so 
far as it lakes the easiest route without reg.ird to the situation 
of towns between the terminal points. Modashi is the nearest 
station to Ningut, twenty versts to the south ; Kirin is three 
tunes th.il distance frvm the line. Hulan-chen is twenty miles 
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to the nortir, I'siNik.ir cl\c, kail,11 is nc.iu i. I■dl in.iiu 
miles tile luiek caosses kind wineli li.is been uiulei eulli\.itiiTn, 
hill Is now .ih.indoned and billow . 

In the e.islei n i'io\ nu e manv ('Inm sa o'm nn • Imai.ia,, ,s 



\ 1 I 


alre,id\ kiie;el\’ k'n-si.ni, hiil .\|ed%Lie is (|Mile M.inl/n. riii-. 
w.is I hr lii'st pl.ii e 111 M.iiii hill i.i ,il w h K U I liri r w ri e in mil si .ik- 
• ihle iiK 1 I')Md (il 11nc'-.c IIIIc ; Ii.tl I\ (' IH>1K (’llK 11 ,ni(i < liiu i,iK, 
Ustially .KH ()liij\inu'(l hv Ivii'-s^.ui ^nldicis, wcic « oiilinii.illy in 
r\i(IctUr, 111 uiiat niU'-I he K'^L;<n (li'< 1 a-’a vuv j h k h , s(| i laln I 

L llliU‘''C l( )\\ II. 

K’h.iihm li.is the credit o( heiiiL; .i wholk K’lissi.m lowii,*! 
settlement lli.iik- bv the i,iiK\,i\’ in tile Manihnii.ni wikk, 
w Inch s|'iaiip into liist-iate nnpoit.mce lomnuieialh and 
politic.illy ,it the maple loni h of Kiissian oienpatioii. Th.it is 
the Amei le.in w.iY of st.itinp die elianpe 111,it li.is In en m.ide ; 

it h.is also bei'ii ai ( epied b\ moi e ret eiit ti a\ elk i s. 

' - » • 

Kii.irbm is the iianie piven to ,i pioiip ol cilkipes iie.ii the 
tuiictioii ol the I’oit .\itliiii bi.ineli with Jin m.im line. ,il the 
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point wlici'c the r.iilway crosses the Sfmgari. The name, some- 
thnes spelt Hai frin, is properly Harbiliii, from a western spur 
of the Chan-kuan-tsan or “Long White Mountain’’"range. 
Here was a'Chinese citadel and town, desti'oyed by the Rus¬ 
sians, of which only the ruins remain near'Old Rharbin. The 
l^ussian settlement of Old Kharbtn was a west-end suburb of 
the Chinese town, near the residence of a 'rsian-tsiun, where 
were the better class fantsa^. It has grown into tpiite an 
extensive l-tussian town, the commandant and chief army 
officers being rpiartered there.. It possesses a Meteorological 
Observatory, and has,a Ifussian Church improvised from 
Chinese hiiiklings. The belfry is new. There are several pro¬ 
menades. A large public garden with open-air theatre, kiosks, 
Irind-stand, and the usual appurleiiaiices of a Siberian pleasure 
resort, appears onc.e to have lieen the [irivate grounds of ig 
monastery or seminarv. It has the nsiiat Chinese thatched 
mild wall round it, a bell of trees, and over the different gates 
some slight indications of Inuang been fortiliecl. There is a 
small joss-house, in ruins, iij a corner of the grounds, near the 
present premises of the khissn-Chmese bank. 

In 01^1 K'h.ir^iin theie are two hotels, of which the newest is 
the “ New York," several restaurants, and many stores of Rus¬ 
sian and other merchants, but no Chinese. 'I'he leading 
retailers of earlier Siberia, including the Cicrman linn of Kiinsl 
and Albers, /lave already established themselves, centrally in 
Old Kharbiii. 

'I'he line runs tinire ne.ir the settlement, sep.irating it from 
the new Chinese town, tint there is no sli'tion, and prob.dilv 
the trams will not stop there, bu't run three miles further west 
to New Kharlhu, the he<idi|uarters of the railway staff and site 
of the workshops, engine sheds,, and station warehouses. At 
fv'ew Khip'bin is the chief post-oftice, and the agencies of 
'various go\'ernment dep.irtnients. An imposing wooden 
church has Ireen erected within a hiRn fence, and at the 
entrance are two lield pieces'ot large calibre. New Kharbin is 
largely, if not entirely, a r.iilway and government settlement. A 
mile further west i,s Kharbin Uuay, the riverside station with 
sidings, w.iretiouses, and a station named Sungari, the present 
terminus of the Port* Arthur hue. The riversid? port has a new 
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•iiui exten'-ivc Climc^c Unvii, aiul ,1 ^rowigL^ Kus''ian soUlcnu'iit. 
I 5 nck^(l\vcllinas, mostly of one storey, are heme erected by tTie 
hundred—1 met one eontiactor who had himself enea"eil to 
build 500 for railway olliciaU and in a verv short time this 
Sungari siilKirb, will un- 
doiibt»dly be the most 
thickly populated and 

thiivine of all the Khar- 

« 

bins, if not the best busi¬ 
ness centre in Manchuria. 

'I'he river route is likely 
to remain the chea]iest 
for eoods tr.illic, .md the 
u.iter beine deep .done 
• the e.ist b.ink, the pl.iee 
will provide .m excellent 
market for the exch.inye 
of imported eiiods ,ind 
native produce. Ware¬ 
houses are needed; hotels, 
restaurants, co 11 c e 1 t - 
rooms, and a freej iitit- 
door summer theatre, with 
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such other commerci.il re(|Uiri lueiits ,is the K’jissian settleis 
demand, ale .ilre.nly piovided. I'di the olficriR .1 l•u;.te 
K’lissi.m hotel—ot .^od 100ms, a the.ilie ol v.iiieties ,iud 
1 est.iur.int all under the one roof is in com se ol ei ei lion. 

If .inv doubt the re.ihtv ol llie K’lissi.ui oeeiip.ilioii ol 
M.incluu 1.1, ,i knowle(|oe ol Khaibin wilj loiiviiue them 111,it 
the hold the K’lissi.ius h.ive ilpoii the (.oiiiiliv is ihoioii^^h, 
inid to all appi'.ir.uices must* be periii.iiieiil. Kh.iibm is ni^t 
cosinopoht.in as .Mexaiulria is, still hss rs il (.'liinese ; il is 
Siberi.in. 

I he Riissi.iiis with re.idv ada^il.dulitv li.ive m.ide the most 
of the material at li.ind; K'h.irbin is ,ui .ichievement of which 
they are proud, K’oa^ds are not .1 sliouf^ |iouit with Riissi.ms, 
still in ()ld Kh.u'bin there an.' sidi« w,ilk» p,i\ed wTlh bi icK, 
and ^'uttered. The use of the lele|)hoitc Is'rtf present I'estricled 
to r.iilway aiicV |,'overument (/FIri.iIs, but*the elei'tric lifihlin^ 
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of the principal tlioroughfarcs cxeiliplilics the' progress of 
‘nTOclern methods' in the h’ar East, for Irkutsk has only oil 
lamps m the streets and acetylene at its summer theatre. ‘ ' 

A point not so pleasing is the Russian endorsement of the 
brutal Chinese judiciary procedure. 'I'he pcdice of Old Kharbin 
are Chinese, but these ai e not expected to interfere with Russian 
subjects, and Cossa{ks are more in evidence than they. 'Phe 
Chinese temples, courts, and arsenal have been destroyed, 
but the prison remains; there the cang, the thick and thin 
bamboo, and the whole battery of the public headsmen are on 
view,'and behind the ca«e the prisoners are exposed in public, 
and tortured. In the mam street, just outside this part of 
Chinatown is a small joss-house, very dilapidated and forlorn, 
where I went several tunes to see if perchance any of the 
heathen still burnt joss-sticks at the old shrine. I found no 
evidence that the place was used for any such purpose, but one 
day, hanging by the pigtail from the tree facing the portal was 
a newly severed human head. I returned to the town by 
another road, and from the trees by the side of the highway I 
saw several hanging from the boughs to which they were 
'knotted by the pigtail. The Mant/ais passed by on the other 
side of the street, and though they saw, appeared not to notice 
these ghastly mementoes of legal vengeance. 'Phen I hap¬ 
pened on a Chefu “boy” I had met in \'ladivostok, and asked 
him to wjiat side this gruesome display belonged. 

“ No savvy ; top side savvv.” 

In this instance V top-side ” was the local administrative 
government. A Russian ofticer’s wife furnished me with the 
information. A number of vagnbonds, supposed to be out¬ 
laws and “khnngus”*or bandits_, had been captured and were 
being executed in batches out on the heath. In all she believed 
ftirty-two heads were to be hung upon the boulevard of Old 
Kharbin and‘ as the hard weather was fast approaching, they 
would remain there without change or decay for six months, 
and so impress the passers-by. The executions were in public ; 
the Afandarin and Russian officials both being present. 

In th« Khingan J passed a slope on which there hud been 
an engagement some time before between Khungus and 
Russian troops; weJves and carrion crows were much in 
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evidence, but the reiiKiifis on which they were fenstinj: were 
those of animals that liad fallen in the httht, and nowliere wCst 
of*Kriarbin were there signs of the Chinese leeal procedure 
beinff in force. 

From Zntun, on the west bank of the Sungari, to Siao- 
Bakhi4-ma, on the east bank of the Xoimi beyond Failutnn, 
the line leaves Manchuria and runs through Mongolia, entering 
the Ilai-hm-shang province again a few miles from 'I'sitsikar. 
This was steppe region, as was that after crossing the Khingan 
•to Kliadar. A highway runs parallel to the line for the greater 
part of the distance, but .neither iipon» it nor elsewhere in the 
neighbourhood were the Chinese numerous. •'I’h# most 
Chinese of the villages passed was Jalantun, but even here 
Russian stores, workslurps aiuj houses are establislu’d. Khailar 
» IS ipute Russian both as to the new town.near the r.iilway and 
the old Chinese town three versts distant. l''rom this old 
walled city—a chief town of the Mongols—not onlv h.ive the 
Chinese been driven, but the Daurs, Solons and other nomad 
races of the region have now n*) dwelling, excepting an inn 
near the western gate set aside for their.acconimodation. The 
Mongols live in a village some miles awav. Wyssian.inercliants 
have the old Chinese sfiops ; a Russian ta\'ern-keeper the inn, 
whilst the tinest of the buildings have been utilised for ol'liccr's 
clubs, the mess of the non-commissioned ofllcers, and bariacks 
for the treops. (ine of the large temples, wiih a* Buddhist 
seminary, has been converted into an artillery arsenal ; it is 
fortilied and its guns command both Ihe old town and the 
new. Another tc*mple is the residence of the Commandant. 
His suite are lodged m the best of the houses near by, which 
were formerly the liomes of ^he Chinese ollicials and wealthy 
merchants. A large space Iwis been cleared in the centre of t^e 
town for the new Russian Church. KBiilar is ijot a ruin, 
though its walls are decaying. Apparently it escaped destru’;- 
tion by the Russians, who were commanded by Ceneral Orloif, 
whose conduct throughout thi! campaign was most praise¬ 
worthy. Now Khailar is inore Russian than many towns in 
Siberia. The tri-colour Hag is ‘*.'en ewerywhere*; K’lissian 
feasts, saints’ days and Holy Days are rigorously kept. No 
shopkeeper njay open store on Court Tiohdays, and on tlie 
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Emperor’s birtluhiy and similar occasions everybody must 
•decorate liis hoiMe ffont witli tlie national flan just as though 
he were in St. Petersburg or Moscow. 

The rate,, of travelling by construction trams is very slow. 
From the official time table of the Eastern Chinese Railway I 
read that trains conveying material may atfain a ma.ximnm 
speed of eight mile*; an hour, or with stoppages six miles in a 
run of 390 miles—the schechiled time for the |ouiney being 
sixty-three hours four mmutes—1 know from experience that 
the rate is less. West of Tsitsikar the speed was even slower ; 
but there were trains,^^as those which conveyed (lovernor- 
General Crodekov and M. I.essar which averaged 300 miles a 
day. 

The accommodation I had was very rough, a place to stand, 
sit, or he down as luck migiit be, on a “ platform,” that is, an 
open trolley truck ; as a change a cramped corner between 
machinery. Sometimes it rained very hard and thei e was no 
shelter. One night the choice of .1 bed was on the track under 
a truck, or by the side of it in the interstices of a wood-pile— 
thei'c were worse times, when one could only sit still and allow 
the rain to soak through everv garment with which one could 
cover (life's self. At other tunes when crossing the Khingan, 
and on the Khingan plateau, west of that range, th.e cold was 
intense, on (occasions almost unbearable, when exposed upon 
the platfojm, although 1 had a leather jacket, a thick fur shoob 
and a large felt blanket. It was little comlort t(a know there 
were iiassengers who .-suffered more. The army officers had 
special trains; the (ieneral a splendid Pulhnan parlour car, 
with which he blocked the linv against us all one night. 
Accommodation of tire same class was at the disposal of the 
chief engineers of the ditterent sections, and a train with nice 
wiiite napery on the tables of its restaurant, bright silvered 
fittings, ancl ivplete with evevy comfort the ingenuity of man 
could devise, brought an Inspector alongside of our line of 
waggons at jalantun. 

'f'he railway authorities were within their rights in refusing 
to carry ai.y particular passenger by their trains, but so many, 
from card-sharpers to bank directors, obtained franks for any 
journey they wished to take, that to refuse any mere business 
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man seemed-uniust. Ty all appearances (here were lu) reasons 
for excludiip^ any one, and the treatmeiiW of the EnUish 
reminded me of a story told in Vladivostok of a ereat sea 
captain. He was a K’nssian on a voyaj^e from^ Nagasaki to 
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Vladivostok, and‘as passengers he had thret hi( 5 :hei's, one 
with an Ameriean p.issport, the other had l''reneh papers, 
the third Austrian ; they were milhonaiies and Jews. For no 
particular reason*the captaiij disliked millionaires and detested 
jews, so when one of the brothers caiiie to him and re(.|nested 
him to call with his shi[i at (lensan in passmn, he declined to do 
so. 'J'he jew persisted, and his brothers snirpoi'ted him. 'bhe 
captain was as firm in his refus.d. “ Hfit,” sa^d «ne, “ 1 will 
pay yon. What W4II it cost ? ’^’hen 1 am in R.iris I comimmd 
what opera shall be played —that costs money but 1 have my 
choice.” “And 1 ,” said another, “in Austria, am allowed to 
direct just where, when and how His Imperial Majesty shall 
arrange his shooting parties—surlily yoli will do what 1 want 
you to do.” “And 1 ,” said the thiic|, “when 1 am in New 
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^'l)rk I do wli.it I like ;md I am goiii^ to do as -1 like lici'e ! 
Yesh, shiree voii, held ” 

“Yes,” said llie captain, “von will all three of you like to 
go into your stateropni at once and stay there until I get this 
ship into \’ladiv()stok, for 1 intend to make you—you mdlion- 
aires and |e\vs ! And, if any one of.you dares to cinneoul, one 
of mv men will at once knock him down w ith a marlin'spike, 
for 1 am captain of this shiji, ipid here 1 do as 1 like !’’ 'They 
went. The captain s.iid hoastmglv to me, “'I'hen. I was 
proud ! Never in mv life ha\e I been so happy as at that 
time, when I had those three rich |e\\s who wanted to 
go to (lensan locked in the stateroom- -never so happv, 
never!" ' 

'I'he feeling that prompied that act is ci'mnion with lAissian 
olticials—at present it is the Rnghsh who e.xcitc it most. 
.■\lone it accounts for much of the dillerenli.il, discriminating 
treatment accorded Ifritons ; 1 applied it to my ow n experi¬ 
ence ; it did not seem suriicient explanation. 1 am vain 
enough to think so still. 

Soinegif the excuses 1 haVe heard both before and since 
ape ((iiite ridiculous, ft is a risky loiiiiiey and the oriicials 
cannot guif-antee'bie safety of the passenger—the country is 
not a whit more dangerous than Siberia. There is no available 
rolling stock—trains and engines, under a full head of ste.un, 
were nearly always waiting at everv sRling. 'i'he food has to 
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be conveved by the r.ulwav, and the olticiMs ,ue unable to 
provide a sut't'icient supply—most of the commodities go into 
the countiy by the river route, are coiueyed by road in Pekin 
carts, and there are iiedlars dislrib;itmg food evervwhere. No 
hotel accommodation—tit is easier to get hotel ac commodation 
in M.inchuria than m Siberian towns. W'ell, Ills Excellency, 
ting Commander-m-Chief of the forces in .Manchuria says you 
ma^’ not go J tliat is e'iiough. lliifortunatelv it is not, so long 
as men of other nationalities are permitted.not only to enter 
and cross, but even to establish themselves in the very heart 
of Manchuria. England is by tresity entitled to be regarded 
as a most faj.’oured nation. 'I'o close .Manchuri.i to her sub- 
jects whilst aiding thhse oP other nations to visit it, merely 
convinces the Englishgian that he must regard the C'hiiR'se 
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territory now occupiecC liy Russia as he does 'Pihet—a f.iir 
held lor desperate adventure. ^ . 

. T!ie action of the Russian authorities with rettard to this 
matter combined with tlie lailnre of the Ifi'itr^h .Anibas-^ador at 
St.'Petersburtt to obtain for me such privile,c;e^ as were yrauted 
to other foreu.itmJrs, indicati^l a special reason fi/r the e.xclusion 
of Englishmen. I made the journey ; I \was able to follow the 
railway from east to west throji,i;houl its entire length as 1 
intended to do, and 1 observed as closely as 1 could, hall 
e.xpectmi' to discover somethin,<< which it mi,r;ht reason.ibly be 
'suppo sed the Russian aiithoiitie' were desirous of keepiipy 
secret. Beine alone—free of the olanoxious C'.ossack ,euard 
with which it has been the custom to provide j)rivile}.^’d and 
detected straipners—I was able to move where I wished ; but, 
havinu no companion, my investi,i*Htions were (.jiiite supeilicial, 
and 1 lacked the means to follow what Lave proved clues to 
ihe mystery. 
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CONQUEST }5Y RAILWAY 

R ussia was mucli later than ’the west of Europe in 
'ma’ldni' railways, but when onee introduced, the country 
became suddenly enamoured of them and has been buildmj^ 
them where and where not* required ever since. In Poland 
and aloiyq the western frontier there are various strate^jic 
lines, but the first railway built with a view to conquest of 
foreE'n territory was the Traiis-Caspian line, commenced in 
iS(So when Ceneral Skobelev started upon his memorable 
campaQ^i into Turkestan, dliat line was intended to run to 
Askabad only, some 520 veisls, but now comprises 2345 versts 
of [mrely*ifulitary*raiKvay, riiimmq for lyany miles within a few 
y.irds of the Persian boundary and having a branch to Kushk 
on the Afghan frontier. 

This railw.iT produced such consternation in Eiigland that 
Russia, if she*did not objtain«an intlateci idea of the real 
military value of the Une, cannot but have been satisfactorily 
impressed by the importance British statesmen and strategists 
attached to its existence. • 

With designs upon* the acquisition of further territory in 
the Ear East, Kiissi.i constructed the Siberian railway as part of 
a^|)ohcy of military bluff with which to defy Europe and 
demonstrate iKumstaluibly herjiofential supremacy. The liiiiit 
of this railw.iy extension in .Asia has not yyt been reached. 

The Trans-Siberian railwa}iwas begun in 1891. Before the 
first section was ready for traffic in 1897, Russia had secured 
the concession for the Eastern Chinese railway, and the 
construction of the ^iiberian line by the original route was 
postponed in favour*of the Manchurian line. Then the 
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Enj^Iisli yit'kled Poit ^Arthur, a lease of fhe Qiiau-Tinyi; 
peninsula was obtained, and again tlt« R*issian rails eaniu 
fiiitlin' south. In iiSpH permission was obtained from China 
to construct a railway fiami the Ti'ans-SJ^erian jnink line to 
Pe’kin by way of. Kalgan, that is from tlie west. Russian 
diplomacy trmnfjihed easil;^: the construction of tile line was 
a moi'e dilticult matter. Even through p.w ts of Manchuria the 
route Iiad to be surveyed by stealth, and m 1900 the Hoxer 
rising dtilayed the actual work of building the line. 

It had another ellect. 

A number of Sc.indm.ivi.iii missionaries in MiMigolia 

# 

sought protection behind the k’nssian lines. Some fouiul 
emplovment at once as mterpretei s at the gold linnet on the 
Omni and 'I'ola ; others weie engaged by the loc.il agents of 
the Russian Governinent to* fm«nisli information as to the 
country through which tin- projected Inie to Pekin by w.iy ol 
Kiaklita and Kalgan would p.iss. 'I'liese men proved tli.it a 
better ami shorter route e.xisted than that of the caravan tr.ick 
across the desert of Oobi. It was shown that a line could be 
t.ikeii just as easilv, through nufle fertile country on,a higher 
level, along the west slopes of the Khing.iii range where ualra' 
was pleiitilnl. 

In i(}oi the construction of a railway by that route was 
actually commenced. 

Eor rc*asons nticdless to *pecdy, the RussiTiii government 
did not publish any particulars of the work undei taken. The 
building of a railway does not violate any treaty rights, and by 
kee[)iiig its existence uiiknewn Russia stole a march upon 
those powers interested in maintaining the integrity of the 
Chinese empire. 

Under cover of work necessary in order to complete tl^e 
iManchuriaii railway—declared by M. de XVitte lyi Xoveniber^p, 
1900, to be then callable of traitic through to Port Arthur and 
Vladivostok—this southern branch is being built with all 
possible speed, as a purely strategic railway having Kalgan as its 
objective. « 

The usual precautions have beeui takt-n to ensure secrecy. 
The country was cleared of Chinese a;^ far as Rhargo, m the 
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aiitunin of 1900, and all through the ijiring and’summer the 
•Cyssacks were hftntil*lg the country side foi’ Kh.ungiis, hut 
almosj every assemblage of poverty stricken Chinese havi* be’en 
regarded as ijiaraudofs and wiped out when found. Only the 
nomad Mongols have been allowed in the region and they favour 
Russia to the extent even of erecting a memorial at Tukume 
on which in Manchif, Thibetan, Chinese and their own dialect, 
they exiiress their satisfacfiou at the country being delivered 
from the Chinese by the Russians, Then such foi ergners as 
needed to be passed through Mipichuria bv the Kastern Chinese, 
railway, were accompanied either by a guard of Cossacks or a 
Russian agent. As far as known, no Knglishmaii was permitted 
ofticiall'y to make his way through the territory independently, 
and those who were detected in attempting to do so were 
turned back, or conducti’d fo the Russian frontier. Even the , 
tew Englishmen, who by special favour were granted per¬ 
mission to hunt in the Altai Mountains, were furnished with 
a guard of Cossacks and their limit of free action circum¬ 
scribed. The whole territorv was closely watched bv Russian 
agents who last year were [iresent in large numbers and 
vnusiially active and alert. ’ 

It was purely by accident that 1 saw this line and the 
construction trams bound south [tassing over it. It was useless 
lor me to attempt to tollow the line to railway-head, but I was 
able to get some information respecting it. 

About seventy miles west of Rhailar, where the trunk line of 
the Creat Siberian railviay, here the Eastern Chinese railway, is 
some 650 miles north of Pekin, the strategic l,ine of full gauge 
turns oft south, crossing a small tributary of the Khailar river. 

It then skirts the east shore ol Lake Dalai-Nor, passes on the 
east side of Huin-Nor, to the river Kiialka. 'riience it winds 
i^s way south along the high plateau of the Khingan moun¬ 
tains, above the level of the e.istern portion of the desert of 
Gobi, almost parallel to the old Mongol trade route from 
Khailar to Dolon-Xor and, pa- sing west of Khadjur-chin, will 
reach the Great Wall of China about sixty miles west-north- 
west of Peltin at Kalgin. 

This track, it is scared)’ more, follows the surf,ice contour 
and there has been littE attempt at lindmg a level, the sleepeis 
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being laid on' the top of Jhe turf, where this is sufficiently even 
to permit of them bearing equally, witholit btung embeddedjiv 
thft stiil. The embankments and cuttings are unimpiiitant, 
and the metals are carried over the manj^rivulett^ and moun¬ 
tain streams on wood-pile bridges. The western slopes of the 
Khinj^an are rolling, turf-C(»vered lulls, having a thin layer of 
black soil on lirni sand, with a soft sailTl-stone substratum. 
There is very little snow' in wink-r; 111 the north the hills are 
almost Itare of timber. 

At present this line, usable Jay military, goods and railway 
construction trains, is just such a rouj^i line as contractors )Mit 
down alongside a traclq before commencing to^majvc the 
embankments and cuttings, or lay the permanent way. Us 
construction has been supervased by Mr. Bocharov, the duel 
engineer of the west section of the Manchurian railway, and 
for the most part has been built bv Russian w’orkmen. Com¬ 
menced in the spi*ing of 1901 it is possible that it may already 
have reached as far south as Dolon-Nor-d'in, tar nearer Rekm 
than the tombs of the Chinese Imperial family, which it passes 
to west. Some st;ctioiis of the Silwrian railway wert»made at 
the rate of miles a vear, and this loiigli line could be laid 
as quickly as the consjruction line through *Maiiclrtifia, which 
in parts was put down at the rate ol three miles a day. 

I list how far it will be extended tlepends entirely upon 
political considerations. In certain events it may become the 
permanent line between St.• Petersburg and Pekin, and be 
open to the public. . 

The Pritish (jovernment has negatived the Russian propos.il 
lor a railway from Pekin to Ralgan, although there would not 
be any objection to a line thpnigh the •Peiho valley providing 
it were owned, and absolutely controlled, by the Chinese them¬ 
selves. Temporarily baulked in this direction, the Russiisijs 
ne.xt propose to continue the, e.xisting Hanhow-Pekm line 
northward from PB-ku-chiao to tlie Pataling (late of the (jreat 
^Vall, thence by wav of Ha«-lai-sin and Huan-hua-sii to 
Kalgan, where the line from Khailar w'ould join it. 

Its immediate value il enhanced by the fact thkt its where¬ 
abouts is unknown, and its very existence doubted. 

The powers who are giu'manteeini^ the integrity of China 
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may believe that tlie desert of Gobi is between Russia and tlie 
'G^'eat Wall on the west, and that this desert cannot be crossed 
bv aiv army, even of Cossacks, with certainty or without j^reat 
delay; such delay as would enable them to put troops i',ito 
China to hold Kalian aud the Hun-ho valley wes*^ of Pekin. 

If instead i;f having to cross the desert the Russian ac'vancc 
force, mobilised in Traus-Baikalia, can be brouulPto Kalgan at 
two days’ notice, the military situation is changed. 

If i'll addition to this, the K’ussian attacking force is detrained 
between Dalai-Xor-Tin and Kalgan, and proceeds e.istwards* 
by the Liiaii-Klie vallcw, it can reach Ilii-be-koy, and by that 
road attack Pekin on the north, and at various points can 
intercept any relieving force proceeding to Pekin from the sea 
by way of Tientsin, and oiittlack them although Russi.i may 
not be in command of the sea in the gulf of Pechili. 

'I'lie purely strategic value of the line is immense, as a 
glance at the map will make manifest. I'he desert is no longer 
a barrier ; the Great Wall and a few Chinese troops in the hill 
passes, no better protection. .Between Kalgan and Port Arthur 
Pekin is held like a nut between the jaws of a vice ; Tientsin 
i^ the only feeble block which can prevent them from being 
closed whenever it shall please Russia to advance. 

From the military point of view a railway is an e.vcellent 
weapon, but a poor bulwark. Since she has [lossessed rail¬ 
ways Russia has not been invaded, aud it is.'.piite possible that 
this long line from the Baltic to'the Paoilic may yet prove to 
be Russia’s weakness instead of stiength. Even as a weapon 
of olteiice 1 believe to be much over appraised. Its carrying 
power is indicated elsewhere, but' even with increased rolling 
stock the maximum is soon reached, as in some sections the 
supplies of water are so short until wells are deepened, that 
ij-tithing like contiiUKuis traftic can be attempted. There are 
other weaker 'spots, and there is alw.iys the possibility that 
even the accidental iiitcrriiptioii of commuu'ications may mean 
a serious disaster. 

Of the political value of the line there is no doubt ; it is 
indeed ditfitult to ovyrestin.'ate it. A railway no matter how 
poor its quality is the best proof of effective occup.iiion. 
Under pressiire, as F;(shoda^ the flag too hastily hoisted may 



'riiey also^arc confulciit that witli a railway in'cxistoiHc lioiii 
tlu; Siberian trunk-hnejo KalS'iH) Imve a ioollniid in the 
Chinese empire from which it will he ituist diHiciill to dislodge 
them. ^ 

'I'here seems little doubt* but an .idvance I m l her south is 
intended ; an e.xtension wlncli^ will meet "the northward advance 
of France in Yunnan, and so cut oil the Ihilish trailers on the 
Yang-tse-kianu fi'om commerce with the Chinese baek-l.inds ^ 
the ultimate market of foreign ^'oods iniported af Sh.inghui. 
The Siberian railways and the extensions thi'ough Manchuria 
and Mongolia will win trade fijr Khissian inainilaclnreis, and 
threaten China by attacking its re\'einies, or such of them as 
are derived from the duties levied on sea-borne lorvign goods. 

Of fhe progress made recently witfi the actual work of 
construction we know very little. Gre^t qiiantilies ol railway 
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stores were forwiirded in tlie spring of 1902, and' the Siberian 
•riwlways were cibsed" for a time to the goods ,pf .tlie general 
piihhp. A large army of workmen also went east, but as the 
outbreak of pholeraSs said to have stayed work in Khai'bin and 
eastern Manchuria, it may be assumed tliat most of Jhe labourers 
were employed on this Mongolian railway. 'Phe present limit 
of the completed section as indicated on the map, has been deter¬ 
mined from information I liav^e received from a (n ivate source. 
By another correspondent 1 am advised that the extent of the 
cholera epidemic has been grossly exaggerated in newspaper re> 
j-iorts'l-iecausc the Bussmii authorities do not wisli the interior of 
Manclpiri.j to be visited by inquisitive foreigners at present. It is 
an unefoubted fact that trams could pass over the whole length 
of the Siberian and M.inchuri.pi railways more than twelve 
months ago ; it is also a fact that the lines do not pay working 
expenses, yet not only is the Manchurian section still closed to 
the general public, but, according to the latest announcement, 
will not be opened to general through traflic until the spring 
(h' 1904. In the meantime photogr.tphing upon or near the 
Siberiaif railways is strictly prohibited. 

' The Russians may, ain't possibly will, use the railway for 
other thfui milit.uv purposes. It is quite conceiv.ible that 
I'Jussian Settlements will be founded all along the line, with a 
Russia town and mart at the Great Wall. It is probable that 
the railway will be used to foster Russian trade, ynd Itritish 
commerce with China may be irreparably injured, if not 
absolutely destroyed by'it, for Russia has differentiated success¬ 
fully against British travellers desirous of visijing Central Asia, 
and is attempting to carry out the same policy of exclusion in 
the Far East. ‘ . 

1 he Tartar invaded Europe oij horseback, and on horse¬ 
back hurried out of_ the country. Earlier and later kingdoms 
have been w6n by the swor'^’. and held by the sword—for a 
lime. Now Russia, extending an empire acioss two continents, 
employs that modern method -she deems to be more lasting, 
the conquest of territories by railway. So far it has been suc¬ 
cessful. Af least it is thorough, and so far as one can judge 
it is permanent. 
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R ussia has won an empire m Asia. The st«rv,t)l the 
actpiisilion is intere^tmt'. The conquest be^Ltan with 
the natural expansion of the Sl^vs in the lands vacated bv the 
•retiring,' Moipqols; it was continued as a raid for Imotv bv 
Verniak, and by the Stroqanovs as a trading venliiie, 'I'lie 
Russian pioneers, Ivhabarov and his like, were rapacious adven¬ 
turers simplv. 

The State, haviiyq to protect it+subjeet^, found iii the com¬ 
plaints of robber brands made bv the*pioneers a siiHicieiit 
excuse for the extension ol territory. From jthe okj Siberian 
road through (juircvaiul Retropavlosk, the lands, twelve hund¬ 
red miles in a straight line to the south, were aiiiu xed in a half- 
century. (iener.il Rroiievski was the pioneer here. In 184(1 
Dmitri (I()i«chakov pillowed a militarv force to..be -»i.‘iit aftei 
lz/X‘t Kutehan, or Kencssar, a Turcbm.ip robber whose .ibililv 
to evade capture seem to have been eqii.if to that of Cliristi.iii 
de Wet. An armywas despatched to defeat him. It erected a 
fort near the Altai, on the borders of China. Apparently the 
troubles in the steppe regioif, with the milit.irv operations 
required to deal with them, were as remunerative to the oilicers 
engaged, as the building of the Siberian railways at subsequent 
periods proved to the engineers tunployed. Difliciilties were 
magnified. Little collections of mud huts like Rishpek and 
I'okmak were blown to atoms wath artillery. In order that 
substantial evidence of great victories might not be jacking, it 
is said that Zimmerman, and other generais, even went so far 
as to have made and sent to St. Petersburg keys of strong¬ 
holds which nei'er possessed even gates. *’ 
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The Emperor Nicholas I. was most aggressive. It is stated 
thf.t when Ciovernor Obrucliov was putting permiinent garrisons 
on tlie Kliirgis steppes, he sent to headquarters frequent rtpo'i ts 
of progi'ess, (VI one o't whicli the Tsar wrote : “ It appears to me 
that it would be better to put forts on tlie Syr-Daria than on 
tile Yemba.” This meant a line of 'forts about 250 miles further 
across the desert, but it was construed as an Imperial com¬ 
mand, and the attempt to conr|ily with it led to the coiupiest of 
Turkestan. 

Obrucliov agreed with Nai.'oleon that waste land was the, 
most impassable barrier for an armv, so he devast.ited the 
steppe.coLvitrv, destroyed Bashkir settlements, drove some of 
the people into Russia, and settlers have now at great p.iins and 
expense to win back the Lind lu,- threw out of ciiltoation. 

Perovski, a later govern'or, had a licet on the Aral, s.iymg ,, 
that he required it to' supply the people with necess.iries. 
When told there were no people there to supply, he answered, 
“Then the tleet will bring them.” (teneral Kalinin, who suc¬ 
ceeded him, was an old m.m,_ but very ambitious. IR- wrote to 
Iv.m TiMstoi, the Irieiid and comp.inion o.'' ('lorcliakov, “ It is 
'imperative for us to go on 'making war liere, and it is imjHiss- 
ible for us to stop until we h.ive coiuiiuaed Meshed, Herat, and 
Balkh.” 

It is indisputable that the generals appointed to posts in 
Asi.i madp opportunities for war. They wanted war to make a 
name, to get promotion and ext'i’a p.iy, ,if not for the sole pur¬ 
pose of making a fortune out of the contracts and allow.mces 
passed by the dep.iilmeiits—a practice not (.'onlined to Russia 
or to ancient times. 

The Emperor Niciiolas is also responsible for the extensions 
in the Ear East. He wished the frontier to be a straight line, 
.after the style of the“4(Ah par.illel,” running from Abagel to 
the mouth ot'the Li.io, thus giving Russia four liftlis of M.ni- 
churia. Nesselrode is credited with the details of the scheme, 
and linding the right man to execute it. 

Niuolai Nikolaivich Muraviev, afterwards to become the 
honoured'" Amurski," was boin in St. Betersburg, 1810, served 
in the Caucasus, and later was with Paskevich at the taking of 
Warsaw ; in 1836 liecvas made Governor of Kursk, and m 1840 
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of Grodno,' in both districts rulin'* with i/rc.it severity. He 
was relieved tof his othce and sent to eastern Siberia to invfsti- 
gate'in 1847. He returned to St. Petersburg, where lus pi,ins 
were approved, his instructions being to act* aeeortiing to 
circumstaiy:es,,but not to ask for money. He set about linking 
irrejV'd'i''froops from the *rrans-Baikalian e.xiles and the con¬ 
victs working in the Crown mines there. 

Gavrilov, on the /\i>/;s/(i////i/,* had discovered the mouth of 
the Amur in 1846, but Admir.il Gennadi Iv.inovich Revelskoi 
was the man who annexed fhe territorv, founding (he port 
which afterwards becajne Nikol.nevflo His .iction w.is re¬ 
pudiated by his superiors in St. Petersburg, bi>t ajt ap|ie.il 
from the Council to the Emperor resulted in Ins f.ivour, the 
Tsar observing that, “ where <the Russi.in ll.ig h.id been hoisted 
it must not be lowered," a decfaratioij which has liecome .1 
policy, regarded by the Russians with as much reverence .is is 
the Monroe docfrine by Americans. 

In 1854, Muraviev raised half a million roubles, then got 
together twelve battalions of .irregular soldiery, and two of 
regulars. Next 'he obtained pej inisiiion of (he diinese to 
build two vessels—the Ai'i’iiii and Slii/ku -- ^■ijh wlych to tiafli' 
to Kamchatka. In* addition to these sle.liners he h.id ,i 
number of b.irges with stores, and rafts for ins c.ittle, hoises, 
and soldiery. Taking with him (he two batl.ilions of regulars he 
tlo.ited the e.\p*'dition down stre.ini mteiuliiyi^ to leach 
Nikolaievsk. • * 

'riu; result of that voyage has already been told. 

The CrimeaiFwar interfered but little with the |>rogress ol 
affairs in the I'kir East. Mur’aviev went to Kars, then to Moscow, 
but in 1855 anoiher expeditfon to the mouth of the Amur was 
litted out, and usetl to roinforce the armv near Nikolaievsk, 
the river being left m ch.irge of Korsakovgand supplies lurnisk^'il 
by Zaborenski who was (ioveilior of Irkutsk.* Between them 
they nearly wreclced the Russian empire of tlu' east. 

Km'sakov gave Obruchov'hoo men, and told him to go 
along the Amur and make Ins connections with Bai^kal, by forced 
m.irches at an average r.ite of ne;irly tv.'enty-seven miles a day 
up stream. 'Hie party got stopped by the ice between the 
Kuinara aud Kutumaiulo, to they 4 )roke up, and in small 
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pai ticb went ahead as fast as they could for lifteen days, siilTer- 
iiih tenable privations, a'nd losing' nioie than lialf their- nuinhei-. 
Korsakgv was attending the coronation of Alexander II’ nf 
Moscow and j^idtiipyf cbnlirmed in his command and raised in 
rank. .At the end of 1857 the Russians occilpied the f’pper 
Amur as far as Harmski, and no sooner was the treaty of 
Arnun signed m 1858, than an expedition was sent up the 
t’ssuri into the former coast-province of Maiicluiria, and the 
following year was spent in colonising d, Biigodoiski being 
despatched there with unlimited authority and some fifteen 
thousand roubles. Hussf”; a reasonable, but somewhat weak 
man, war niiide (iovernor of Blagoyeshchensk by Muraviey, 
who wanted him out ol the army, and Muraviev himself retired 
two years later, becoming a Stale t'ouncillor in 1861. 

Korsakov succeeded^ Busse, and his rule Listed ten years; 
neither he nor his successor, Baron Kriederichs (who retired 
111 1880), extended the einiiire, .iiid the corisohd.ition and 
tlevelopment of the provinces 111.ide more in ogress under the 
administration of Baion Korff, who was (loN'ernor-tieneral of 
the I’ri-Aninrski country from 1884 to uSiyy I tiikhovski sne- 
cetded him, but it was soon seen that a man of greater ex¬ 
perience and initi.itive was required for the troublous limes 
expected. 

'I'lie present (ioiernor-deneral, Nikolai Ivaiiovicli Grodekov 
was born in 1842 at Kherson ; entered the 3rd K’llle ILitallion 
in 1862, took the St.ill Course, ;868', and sn.tiseqiiently obtained 
a command in Kuban. ’ Itc served in the Caucasian war, 
was 111 the Khiva campaign 1873, Ixok.ind 1878, and Itie Akh.il- 
Tekmskoc expedition 1871;, going tljrough the Turkestan war 
with Skolielev. Alter work in Askatiad, Samarkand, and 
Herat, he was appointed in 1883 Governor of the Syr-l)aria 
pri^vince, a post lie lield for ten years. During tliis period 
he made a close’study of file Khirgis and has written much 
‘respecting tlieir customs, government, land teriure, Nc., but as 
a writer is besi known liy a s*nsational thesis, “Tlirougli 
.Afghanistan.'’ Of strong anti-British iirociwities and rare 
administrative atlainments, a better man for tlie forward move 
in .Asia could not have been cliosen. He is now Adpitant- 
General, practic.illy alrsokite ruler ot all the Russian empire 
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east of Baikal, as wijl as Commandcr-in-Cliicf of the forces 
there and yi Manchuria, which new cTiunrry he has aarruohed 
wftli his favourite Kubanski Cossacks, physically tjie linest 
men of all the divisions of that famou 5 cavahwy 

(leneral Crcftlekcrv is a short, well-huilt, enerectic man; his 
hay is almost white, but* there are traces of youthful blackness 
in his short beard and moustache. 1-fe speaks decisively and 
(.[iiiekly, but his bearmy is iTot briistpie, and Ins manners are 
courfeoiis and pleasina. His antipathy to Rnal.mfl and the 
Entihsh is his wo'st r]uahty.; unlike many Russian olticers he 
will not take bribes, and like soiw famou? BnahsTi empire- 
builders he is a b.ichelor. , , 

Local gossip in the h'ar L.ist indicated (hat Cener.il 
(frodekov and Admiral .Ve.xeiev were not in accord" as to 
Manchuria, but the thtferences Vhich e.xisted, if any, must h.ive 
been assumed, the better to misleai^ the foreigner. One of the 
last acts of Adrtiiral Ale.xeiev im the Racitic st.ition w.is a long 
journey in order to confer with (lener.il (irodekot', and the 
first honour awaiting him o|i his ainv.il m St. Betershurg, 
w.is promotioi* to the'post of Councillor of StaR'; the two 
together, an indication that Riissi.i s immediate concern is with 
her eastern policy. . 

Admiral Ale.xeiev has the reputation of hemg too ardent a 
worker to be popukir with the majority ol his otlicers ; he is, 
and always has been, of an active temiierainent, and he 
possesses the raie rpiahtv f>f Ixang able to go to sleep when¬ 
ever he has been badly worsteil or thwarted, liouhle seems 
to weigh hghyv upon him; he fires slowly and recupeiates 
r.ipitlly. Ills knowledge* of the J'ar Last is thoioiigh and 
e.stensive, and although* it is hinted that when upon the 
Racitic station, he was, somewhat' susceptible to Ameiiiau 
influence, there is little doubt fhal he remains a Russian ot 
the Russians, and in him tl*e 'I's.ir has not only a cap.ible 
Councillor, buf’one who has at his tinger-ends .ill the tlnc.id'* 
of Eastern policy and intrig^ie, bt sides possessing an intimate 
aceiuaintance of the ofticials, foreign and nati\e, interested m^ 
the direction of affairs in the Lar Las^. 

Ceneral Crodekov’s chief subordinates are men of widely 
different calibre. Theie aite for instance those like Ceneral 
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Chichagov, a Cossack officer, Governor pf Vladivostok and the 
Co:v;t Province, who iS a tine-mannered, kindly dispositioned, 
simple-minded soldier,dealing justly in Russian fashion amongst 
a heterogeneous mob a( nationalities. There is, or rather was. 
General Gribski, who has been held responsible for the mas¬ 
sacre of the Chinese at Blagoyeshchansk. ' 

Among the empirf-builders’in St. Petersburg are Mr. de 
Witte, the Minister of Finance,,to whose forward policy effect 
is given* through the Russo-Kitaiski bank and the Eastern 
Chinese Railway Company; , Baron Friediichs, whose 
influence is far-reaching, and initiative appreciable ; and 
Prince ykhtomski, who of late year's has been much in 
evidence ‘as the clever advocate of Russian expansion east¬ 
ward. ^ 

Prince Esper Esperovich Fkhtomski, is a short, dark, well- 
knit man, of impulsive temperament and considerable energy. 
He accompanied the Tsar on his memorah'e voyage when 
Tsarevich to the Far East in ifipo- 1891, and has chronicled 
these travels at great length, d'he Prince seems to have been 
impresseebby the might of the British’empire,as manifested in 
India, by Singapore, and the settlements in the Ear East. He 
is the inost'o'titspo’ken, the most enthusiastic and daring of the 
Russian imperialists, and has undertaken various secret negotia¬ 
tions on behalf of the Russian State. He seems also to have 
had the conlidente of Chinese officials and others when acting 
as mediator*. It is true that lie hus repudiated responsibility 
for some successes jourji'alist.s have attributed to him, and he 
is believed to have schemes of much greater magnitude await¬ 
ing the litting opportunity for their achievement. Personally 
he likes Englishmen, and admires, the imperialism which has 
made them present masters of their dominions beyond the 
seas, but he is an active and strenuous opponent of British 
imperialistic ‘pokey, as being absolutely detrimental to the aims 
and interests of Russia. His widely read paper, the I’etcrhur^ski 
Vicdomosti attacks British aggress/on most determinedly. In so 
far as Russia has political parties. Prince Llkhtomski may be 
said to voice'that section which is intent upon the absorption 
of Asia, as opposed to* the 'reform party, whose object is to 
induce the government ,to develop still further the natural 
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wealth of maaufacturyij;, commercial, ai^nculUiral, European 
Russia. Prince Ukhtomski is a memlitr, afid inobably poHU- 
cnll3» the most important member, of the Eastern Climese 
Railway Board. 



RDssl \N U'AMDERI'.Ps AT A sIl'kKtAN MMH'N 

Before consideriiuf the great corporations developing the 
cMst for l^issia, mention must be made of the Ml-import.int but 
little known corps oj secref aguiits, which peneti^tes to the 
most remote towns of Central Jisia,-:ind to the capitals aiul 
tr.iding centres i^f foreign countries east and west. I Ins service 
is well organised, its membi.rs exercising dilfeient professions, 
and, ostensibly eng.iged in getting money for themselves, are 
not often discovered or ev^en suspectc'd. In the collection o 
information, the knowledge that is power, Russia is at present 
far ahead of Japan, and has brought to a high ^tale ol perUic- 
tion a system of i^iws gathering which the British Covernment 
as yet has not even attempted- Then there are the frontiei 
guards, men closely in touch with the secret .igeiits. It is sau 
that the general instruction to those in Asia wliosl duty it is to 
inspect the boundary posts, is ti? look further south for any 
marks they do not at once find at the »pot expectec. 
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Tiie^ Mancliili'ian lines are being constructed under the 
general directionof Alex. Ivanovich Yugovicn, a son of the 
south, who, left an orphan at an early age, was hefriend(i:l by 
some Of the foreign merchants of Odessa. 'I'hey gave him an 
education, iifcluding a course at King’s ,College, Londo'n. 
Returning to Russia he soon ()bt;jined empiovment on the 
Southern railway, lafei' was engaged by the Ria/an Com^rany, 
which is admitted to be the best laid, best eejuipped and staffed 
railway in the whole Russian Empire, d’he Riazan hue from 
Moscow to Riajsk, is shorter than th.it by 'I'ula, which is taken 
in preference by the Siberian express, possibly because the 
Kursk line is State properly. . 

Chic'f-lCyigineei ■^'ugovich is a heavy, slow, I,irge-limbed man 
betvyeeii fifty and sixty ye,irs of age. He is dean-shayen but 
for the little cliin-tiift affected by many of the Manchuri.in 
railway staff, a fashiofi set by Prince Hilkov, the Minister of 
Ways and Commimic.itions, who by this and pther [reculiai ities 
ailopted during liis long residence m the United States, has 
earned the nickname of the " American." As an engineer the 
work of .Mr. 'S'ugovich has l-ieeii severely criticised, and Ins 
technical cap.ibilities ijnestioned, but as his ;//(’//cr is the organi¬ 
sation and d.irecti.).’! of an army of workers, the details of con¬ 
struction are relegated to the three sectional engineers. Mr. 
Yugovich speaks English with thiency, but his sympathies are 
not with us. From the conversation I had with him I do not 
think him to be'a man of genius or great-ability, but just a 
plain, good-tempered, ra'her c.isy-going, shrewd business man 
with plenty of common sense; a man of ample resource and 
persuasive manners, likely to get on well with'his fellows, and 
win over the opposition of all but the envious. At the time of 
the Boxer rising his live constructing parties all got into Rus¬ 
sian territory without disaster. 

'■ Engineer Xicolas Sviagin has charge of the e.istern section, 
the route for which he surveyed secretly gome years before 
the line was planned, lie is a small man, beyond middle 
age, fairly typical of the persevering, methodical lAissian 
engineer, pocsessing no great originality. Between the section 
he constructed and dhat relegated to Engineer Bocharov 
there is nothing to choose, and neither is despnnnrt nam 
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praise. The southern^ branch line from I'li.irbin to Purl 
Arthur has beeA built under the (hrectfon ell' Mr. Hirschm^m-, 
who ,of all tlie engineering stall m Manchuria is probably 
the most aggressive and capable. In i<Siyt lie succeeded’m ob- 
tafning the conces*iion for the Kiakht.i-Kalgan-I^ekm line, and 
is said to ha*ve Ifeen instruijiental m getting the consent of the 
Dovvitger Empress to a prolongation of tlft; Manehiirian Iiik' to 
Pekin from the east, lie is an, able negotiator, undeist.mds 
the Chinese character belter Ih.m his fellow s, aiul li.is sut about 
the diltrcult task of Russilying the heng-Tien province of 
Manchuria. He has been m.my tuna's ordered to iu*goti,itc 
♦lirectly with Pekin ol'hdials, and won many points lor Russia 
on the t|uestion of military occupation prior to thft Hoxii 
troubles. He is also supposed to hace' been ot servicu in 
getting the American linaiiciers h) take an interest m Rus¬ 
sian bonds to the e.xtent of some riitv*imllion doll.irs which 
Wall Street inv^isted wIkii llie Russo-CInnese Rank w.is 
founded. He has also had much to do with new frec-poit 
of Dalny, although its actual construction has been lell to 
Engineer Waldeinar-SaklMiroc'. 

'Ihe railway companv has nmny river bo,its, including 
steam ferries on the Sungari and Xomii, V'illi iclgs, barges 
and passenger craft on tlu' .Mancliiii laii i ivers ,md the Amur. 
Still more daring, it started an oce.m licet, ,it lu st with the view 
of maintaining direct communication with Vladivostok and 
Port Arthur. Tin? service, wii ich,includes c.ills at R?>rean and 
Japanese ports is still the most imyortflyt, but the llect Ins been 
largely increased^ some Atlantic liners and large new Shanghai 
built steamers have lieen addled, .md regiil.ir ser\ices now con¬ 
nect Port Artluii' with Chinese ports,* and, rnl X’ladivostok, 
with the trading ports on Sakh.ilm Island, Ihe ports in Ihe Sea 
of Okhotsk, and the caintalof Kamchatka, whilst liiiiher exten¬ 
sions are contemplated .is soon^as the fleet ol, eliven occgii? 
going steamers can be .ippreciably increased. seivices 

are run at a loss, the total rcgiclimg many thousand roubles 
yearly, but communications are maintained, and compclitioii 
by private lines is almost impossible. ' 

The railway comp.my did not MicceCd as b,inkers, lor the 
special notes they issued were^ not geijerally accepted as cur- 
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rency, and the simple blue and white tokens are n’ow somewhat 
•rare, their place being taken by the issue through the Russo- 
Chinese Bank, of i, 3, and 5 rouble notes no longer current* in 
Russia. ‘ 

The Easiern Chinese Railway Company has been used by 
the Russian Ministry of War as the instrmhent for covertly 
constructing the secH et military strategic railway towards Pekin, 
for the line is being built bydhe railway staff as distinct from 
the military staff to which the extension of the Russiaw military 
railway in Central Asia was entrusted. This fact shows how 
completely a private concern—for the Eastern Chinese railway 
is regarded as a “foreign line "—is utilised by the I■^ussia1l 
State ih advancing its work of empire-making. 

‘The Rnsso-Chinese Bank is,_the gieatest empire-builder in 
the Ear East. Xominally .r chartered bank doing private busi¬ 
ness, it is really an instrument of the Ministry of Einance, 
utilised by him to linance the' Eastern Chir.ese railway, and to 
develop Manchuria and east Siberia. It is meant to riv.il the 
Hong Ivong and Shanghai Bank, but it enjoys a monopoly 
within J^ussian territory. No business is. too small for its 
cattentioii, and as the origin‘ator and nurse of commercial enter¬ 
prises in'north Asia it has no equal. Its branches are every¬ 
where in the East, in Siberia, Manchuria and Mongolia. Its 
nominal capital is eleven and a cpiarter million roubles, and a 
deposit of liv'e million taels with the Chinese Imperial 
Treasury.' 

At St. Petersburg its'’ bo:>rd is Russian, but in the east "it is 
cosmopolitan, being stalled largely by foreigners, alwavs e.x- 
ceptmg British subjects, and itc local directors are .ill men 
with great experience'either of the Ear East or of banking m 
western Europe. Mr. v. Croot was formei ly an official in the 
Chinese Mari'imc customs under Sir Robert Hart, and he is 
"'also the prbrrvoter o( the kirgi^ international company working 
the gold mines in Chinese Mongolia, the >t;lean up linding its 
way via Mai nachin to the Rii.ssian mint at Irkutsk. Another 
high official, Mr. I). I). Pokotilov, is also a director of the 
Eastern Ch'inese railway, and like Mr. v. Groot formerly under 
Sir Robert Hart. He has' been able to arrange exceptional 
treatment for imports, by way of Dalny, and was one of the 
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nuist able and-persi.^toiU jici^oti.ilors ot dillcrcnt coiivoiitions 
with China favoifriiif^ Ru-sia in i\lanchi»na. • Mr. Moisc at 
I’or^ 4 i‘thur, \lr. Maslenikof and Mie Kpslun at Vladi¬ 
vostok, as local directors are iiulefali^aHe in pettiiii^ iVcsh 
enterprises started in their districts, and an rwaiMmation of 
their methods* wilT show Imx^ helpful the Russian Slate proves 
itself tfiwards the industries anTl eoinmerce it wishes to 
foster. , 

Russiik may not have the monopoly of ininmri in J\laii- 
churia by treaty, but usmu this bank as it will use it, no tine 
can mine at a prolit m Manchuri.i nnh^ss with ^he heljT.ind 
conniv.ince of the bank orl unless some neulr.il b.ink is started, 
willinj' and able to uive the same liberal terms to venliiifsome 
miners as the Russo-Chinese Ikyik will praiH, il met by sei lows 
competition. No private bank is likely to risk opposini; this 
state-aided, state-directed organisation, in* its ureat woik nl 
empire bmldinti in Jhe east. On The other h.md the b.ink will 
alt.ick them in their own strongholds, .ind .ilieadv is ni.ikmo 
itself felt within the Hritish sphere of inlhienn- m Cliiii.t. 
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RUSSIA'S MANIFEST DESTINY 

E N(jEAXI) and Russia, both at nearly the same (due, 
were coiK|uered and predominated by the same race, 
(he Norsemen. In about the same period both of the con¬ 
quered nations absorbed'the ruling race ; in the same centiu;,,y 
both extended their dominion to distant lands, and one nation 
produced Oliver Cromwell, the other Dofis ('lodunov. There 
are numerous other analogies, m earlier and more recent times, 
but notwithstanding all these there are no two civilised races 
more'dissiimlar than the English and Riusian. Both are great, 
and in each case the greatness is undoubtediv due to the same 
aggresC\Y Norse element; both are imbued wilh the same 
sense of their own power, each believes that it will attain 
world supremacy. During the nineteenth century, and the 
latter halt of it particul.irly, both races made enormous pro¬ 
gress. ‘'I'he means were different, but the results almost 
identical, m so far as Toth nations largely extended teititonal 
(iominion, accpiired wealth, and increased m [lopiil.i ion. 

In England personal and i.idividnal liberty seems csscnti.il 
t(i existence: m Ritssia the S'ate whollv subordinates the in¬ 
dividual; externally--even m the expression ol thought 
(here must be implied submissiveness to (he State. In England 
and in the Colonial nations she has founded over sea, a man is 
perfectly free ; m Russia he is not. Actually the difference is 
not great,^'Tr generally in both nations the ordin iry man has 
equal treedom to supplyjumself with what he may legitimately 
require, and practically the distinction is that whilst a Briton 
may accomplish wfiatever he will and can, a Russian may rise 
111 power only as an.oflicial of the State. On the other hand m 
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Knglund the afistocratic ;yicl moneyed classes unite in inakint^ 
it extremely dil'hciflt for the man possessed Iner^y of ability, 
raise* himself to a position of real importance : whilst in Russia 
birth is of less account, there the noble nii-fboinpoop and inept 
plutocrat is not entrwsted with the direction of any affairs of 
State, still less allo’ved an^ iwtluence in the direction of the 
nationarpolicy. The Russian State rewards^daility and.iccoin- 
plishmcnt rather than time service.. 

Freedom raises men possessed ot great individual resource; 
Stj,ite control inculcates ready pbedience and develops the 
passive rpiality of endurance. The free iiwn is inoA- .iggi es^n c. 
ln*natur<‘, the aggressive foViiis are shortest lived as a^spejies ; 
the weak, the unresisting, the non-coinbative forms p*ersisi 
longest. 

In England the initial force is dei^ived from the peojile, .md 
the Ciovernment is the expression ol tliwr will. In Idissia the 
will of the ruler as iiiterpreted to tlie people by oflicials is the 
law the nation must obey. With a ('lovernment so constitiitcal 
as that of Great Hritain, and also of the Fnitcd States of 
America, it is not eajy to pmdicate ex.ictlv what may Im the 
wish of the majority of the people in ?iny one matter, tiu ielore 
a fixed policy is next to inipossible--even Fi‘ee*'l*rade* .fnd the 
Monroe Doctrine may be abandoned when the people express 
themselves on either sub|ect. In Russia the ruler li.is only to 
form an opinion and declare it, for Ins will to be fullillcd 111 so 
far as the people can giveyetfeet tw tin; instructions they fcceive, 
and to*continue a policy is easier tli^ui tti.changc its direction 
or substitute sometlnng dillerent. 

Russia therefore might hav*; a lixec^ policy, instead she 
has a continuous one—the extciision of empire in the direetion 
of least resistance. ^ • 

ifeyond that imperative demand for increased territory 
which the growth of the nation piiotluced, the forwai d policy 
of Russia may be derk'cd in part from sentimental and m -part 
from practical causes. . \ 

Rurik and his kin were not content with Russia, tiivy wished 
to take Constantinople. They tried again and again aiul failed. 
The attainment of their object became a tradition and persists, 
but even so recently as 1878 the reiystance egas too gi eat to admii 
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of it hcin^ fulfilled on the eve of its a/:complishincnt. Ivan IVh 
;^-nd the Tsars of the middle ages, tried to conquer the west 
without success ; Peter 1 . even found the defence too^strRng, 
and last century probably witnessed the final advance of 
Russia in that direction. In the north, and in the east, 
Russia was the stronger, .and in therse directions expanded ; 
trying again and again to reach towards the south, and only as 
she g,lined in strength generation after generation, succeeding 
little <bv little. 

Peter the (ireat's mythical will does not di'serve a momenl,'s 
serious consideration, save as indicating the policy the Russian 
ruler,at the time of its first publication wished western Europe 
to believe. The world policy of Russia is a gradual growth. It 
is'the Cl.iristian ideal. The expulsion of the Turk, the con¬ 
version of the Asi.dic heathen, world-wide dominion of Russiai'^ 
orthodoxy, are nothing more than the realisation of Christ’s 
Kingdom on Earth. Hem v of Navarre evoK'ed a grand scheme 
for the Government of Europe and the attainment of perpetual 
peace. Alexander 1 ., imbued with the sentiments of the French 
Humanitarians, aspired also to till formation of a Christian 
Nation to embrace all r,\ces, and for this formed the Holy 
Alliance'. ' He waged a religious war against Napoleon for the 
sake of universal peace ; he listened to Moravians and Quakers, 
and came under the iniluence of Frau Krudener,a pupil of the 
invstic. Stilling, and she inspired and revised that Holy Alliance 
treaty wfiiieh was signed by tho^Tsar, the King of Prussia, and 
the Emperor of Austria, and was presented for the '‘same 
pui'iiose to the King of England and other monarchs. Canning 
broke up that alliance, which ■ Metternich had utilised as a 
means of oppression; 

When Alexander died—or became a religious vagrant and 
went to Tomsk—his brother Constantine ought to have suc- 
.ceeded him, luit was passed over in favour of Nicholas 1 . It 
was during this reign that Slavophilism ‘rose, and from that 
movement '.he policy of modern Russia is directly traceable. 
Slavophili‘\n was derived from Hegelian philosophy, which 
enunciates an Absolute Reason developed through incarnations 
of National Civilisations, each better than the last, whilst the 
last, a synthesis of the series of progressions, will exceed and 
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comprehend all of them gnd produce Universal Peace. Hegel, 
or at least the ^German Hegelians, saw fn Germany the la^t • 
Natioifal Civilisation : the Russians saw Russia as that^ not 
Germany. Hegel said the world was composed of men and 
Russians. Aksakov; the Slavophil, retorted, “ Yes,*we Russians 
are the Beyond-men,” an^ Dostoievski declared that the Rus¬ 
sians were something more than simply Ifuman, Pan-human. 
Aksakov thought that the princii^Ie of the Russian village com¬ 
mune ’cdVild be extended indefinitely—nationally and •inter- 
.j^ationally—and, that accomplished, the reign of universal peace 
would ensue. 

• Some Slavophils rejected Peter ’the Great’s inyov^tions, 
and reverted to earlier fashions in dress and manners ’others 
thought the reforms li#i and his successors had iiitrodiii?ed 
from the west were insufficient, thej' belonged to the period of 
transition from nationality to universality. 'I'he two camps 
quarrelled, then c»mpromised, and the compromise was ttie 
existing nationalism of Russia. Soloviev ridiculed Slavo¬ 
philism as “the worship of national viitiie, adoration of 
national strength,* and lAverence of national bai'lmrisni— 
Katkov's Islamism.” 

The chief direct iii'vportance of the Slavophil mbvVment is 
due to the fact that Alexander HI. was influenced by it. In 
his youth he revelled in its aspirations, its exponents were his 
companioijs, Katkov was his personal friend,* and Aksakov 
remained his cou’nse^lor aft^^r he asceiulecl th? throne. 
Alex*ander HI. put the Slavophil .the’nies into his practice. 
He was anti-Gernyin : his ide.i was, to ally Russia with I-ranee 
and thus squeeze Germany when needEih His successor, the 
reigning Emperor, continues the policy his father pressed into 
prominence,.and his sumu'^oning of^Uie Pe.ice Congiess in 
1898 is an indication of adherence to the ideals of the Slavophil 
party. 

The religious vi(*w, that of the orthodox Russian church, 
is that the Russian creed is, the only corr^t form of 
Christianity; that Roman Catholicism, Protes^ntism and 
heretical sectarianism will njerge ultim.'dely in “ Orthodoxy, 
and Wien, in an age of general forbearance and consent, the 
reign of violence will be at ai^ end. ^ts work is to repress 
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proselytisni by Uic lictciodox, lo convert lli,e lie;itlien. I'lie 
'territorial expansion of Russia is a means to attijininj^ its ends. 
The \ie\v of tire Russian Ciuirch anil of the*Russian pedple is 
that Asia is to be absorbed by I'Jussia, not always by act.ual 
conquest, but as destined, in order that lEissia’s .urission may 
lic lilled. 

Such is the I'lussian ideal. There is no reason to doubt 
tliat, though it may appear' fanciful .mil impracticable to 
people* of otlier nations, it is actually held by many men whose 
sincerity is beyond question, and these not only hope for, bill" 
also expect itsVarlv realisation. With tliese visionaries seeking 
the mu'lenium it is impossible not to sympathise, since every 
one, no matter of wliat race or creed, can |om with them in 
wishing f«r the triumpli of unie’ersal p 4 ace over the elements 
of disorder and confpsion. ’ It is possible the Russian Churcli . 
may attain a l.irge measure (if success. I\eprescnlmg primi¬ 
tive and communistic Christi.mitv p.irticuhirlv, it possesses 
essentials which appeal to all Christi.ni sects, and now that 
tlie Roman Church has p.issqd its zenith of temporal power, 
and Aiii’lican I’rotesliinism is sterile, the ntxt great religious 
Vevival may emaiijite from the Kaslern Church. A priest of tlie 
power of Viergiiis, the Father |ohn of Kvonstadt, working out¬ 
side Russia could aw.iken the west. The commercialism of 
the Fniteil States of America; of England and her Colonies, is 
widening the gulf between the classes, is n^.iking the few rich, 
riclier—the manv poor, poofcr s\ill. T.he despairing poor of 
all .‘\nglo-Saxondom ii'iight ree in “ Oithodoxv ” an aspect of 
Christi.inity not only new to them, but one tVey could accept. 
At the riglit psvchologicnnoment'some such wave of religious 
emotialisin as the wo'rld lias several times seen will again 
epiicken FAirope ; will rtilj over the .American continent from 
Cape Nome lo Key AVest. spread to the Rritish island nations, 
and unite all tti one creed. lt*it should be Russian orthodoxy 
that triumphs,. lEissia will become the worlif power. That, for 
.Anglo-Saxon/ especially, is tEe political danger of Russia’s 
ideal “ worl(/-policy.” 

It is apparent that^ with^ very little ingenuity the idealistic 
world-policy of Russia can be utilised to further the malerial 
welfare of the Fhnpire« The Ruler of all the Rnssias is an 
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•lutocrat. His will is la.w, and his power predominant, yet 
there exists anytlmr Governing force of Elncti the nphokkw • 
of \ni;itary iJi'estp^e are the most prominent members., So 


long as the 
idealistic poljcy 
is compatible 

with what they 
believe to be the 
best policy for 
J^ussia to pursue 
as a tempor.d 
[iriwer, they are 
silent. They may 
or may not sub¬ 
scribe to the 
essential Slavo¬ 
phil doctrines 
in the abstract, 
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d'norwlmlly^conc.'rned efith the’ materi.d beneli. of-.Russi.i, 
her aifttrandisement and enrichmeiu’. 

Without being actually antagonistic to the 

finished wares as she can supiaJy. possessions ; 

,ng. EnglaiHl hi. parts of 

Belgium has the Congo , 1 lanc , America, 

Africa, Papua, and Borjieo. lh» I nite ^ > tlie others are 

although not entirely m die V, „ie 

has aceiuired by coiupiest and pwi hast ti l e s^.,,,,,^ua 

and Wad I nd,e,, a,.d 1 kYC,,<V. 'W ^ 

and Venezuela dionc ho"' k“nly a _ . , l„„|K'rlRs 

tropicml feeders for her successfully 

no purely manufacturing community c. ij 1 
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in the world’s markets, and the necessity of^ possessing sonic 
' s*ich territory has forced itself upon modern Knssv'i. 

This is the real ground for apprehension Anglo-Kaxtins 
have in regard to Indig. Had Russia tropical possessions she 
would not Be so jealous as she is ol Britain’s hold upon that 
country. She has approached xXbyssmia. Tlie existence there 
of co-religionists afforded an excuse, aiul the act also shows 
the potency of the idealistic policy. The real quest was 
tropi'aal produce, and in order to obtain a supply from a 
s’onree she can absolutely control, she looks now upon Persia,- 
ArabTa, and “iiouthcrtn Asia much further east, as possible 
future po^ssessions. 

Altlioiigh Russia has immense territories in j\sia, these owing 
to'the s(;antiness and povertyvof the*^population do not [iro- 
vide the market desired, init by rigid protection the most is 
ni.ide of all new countries acrpiired. Still the need of additional 
iifarkets for manufactures is in no sense pressing upon Russia 
.IS it presses upon other countiies. 

As a nation Russia is less combative than (Ireat Britain, 
and cansequently her extension has been along the line of 
I least resistance. Rngland- has fought the strongest countries, 
those challenging her supremaev ; Russia, unless on the defen¬ 
sive, only neighbours, .ind of those the weaker aiifl decaying 
powers. In turn we English conquered the Spaniards, the 
Dutch, and the French when they were near the zenith of 
their poEer, and we captured tndia at a time \vhen it would 
have been easier for, us to conipier and hold an empi.-e m 
.Africa. To obtain a port on the Baltic Rijssia tried against 
Roland and Sweden in.turn, buhbefore successful first reached 
the Racific and hack occupied aiortlicrn Asia as far as Kam¬ 
chatka. The line of least resistance is taken only by moving 
bodies of small momentum and low velocity, so is evidence 
pf weakness* not strength. 1 Russia, wdierever the opposition 
to her ad\':;nce has been sucli as to Tiidanger her exist¬ 
ence, has withdrawn without risking so weighty an issue in 
.ictiial'conflict. It is merely a matter of national policy, per¬ 
sonal bravery of the individual is not in question- the in¬ 
dividual Russian will advance to certain death as bold-'.y and 
fearlessly as the best of other uaces. 
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'Taking a(lv;wifage t)f thi'^ known iv>li'-'>* of Rii'^sia, it^is 
apparent tlj'it*for Ihis reason, if no other, slie will not attack a 
strongly defended India if Persia, or Afghanistan, weakN sup- 
piyted is at her mercy ; thaf, stronsjly opposed m the Far 
F.ist, and aUowigTa free hand with reference to Asia Minor 
or thg Levant, her manliest de*liny will direct her to extend 
in the latter direction ; that, if resolutely opposed all along 
die southern coast hue from the Danube to Port Arllufi- and 
■'ossiet,*she will content herself by fullillmg her m.mifiist 
•lestiny in regard to Mongoli,i,*Tibet, and Chiijg’se'TiirUestan. 
Wherever turned back at one time; she wili, on some other 
(iccasion which she deems more lltting, return foi* tke con¬ 
quest or annexation delayed, and meanwhiJe seek scmie oUier 
weak point through wlfich she* c,in break when and as least 

I expected to do. , * 

So far as regards FurO[iean 4iations, the I'nited States.ot 
America and lapaii, the military advance of Russia in Asia 
can be reg.irded with equanimity. In f.ice of determined 
opposition Russia will halt. SI*.- has relied, and stijl relies 
almost entirelv upftn blufl. Her euormfuis bulk, like that of 
the old Pomeranian (Irenadiers, ovcrtowei* •posijfble com¬ 
batants and awes them*; she masses .irmV division, .is others 
do batalhons, and boasts her immense resources. 

The strongest curb to exp.msion of the h.mpiie by any 
military operations*vhich are^ 1 esolutely opposed l-g-foieign 
powers, IS supplied by Hie unrest m Rwssia itself. Iii .1 well- 
known publication, “ Russia on the’gve of the XXth Century, 
bv “A Russi.ui Kitriot,” it is pornted out th.it “ .1 sudden 
catastrophe will precipit.ite nmst imexr'evtedly the processp.f 
inner discontent.’' In short, when thej-tiissian army is fully 
emploved, orlieaten, the reclilutionai rt-s.will lind their oppor¬ 
tunity, and this the authorities know. 

The diss.itisfacti(m 1I1 Russia V genei,1^, and the Covein- 
ment against which*it is directed h.is no other way of dealing 
with the wide spre.id discontent ‘than repressing it- iii.uufeDa- 
tion Each successive act ofopprc’ssion weakens the state 
and, as indicated bv the otteii reciufing Mudent riots, k.bour 
sti-ikesrand peasant risings, increases the danger of an organised 
open revolt. 
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In Russia tlie ^vealtliy chiss—tlie cl.rss coiUeiil with Ihihffs 
as‘'tliey are—is about 8 per cent, only of the tol«al population, 
but oh these hot all skle with the Governnie'iit in every'casA, 
and even of ^the 5 per'cent. eonstitulinj^ the military caijte 
there are secret svnipathisers with the pebyle. .Nor is this 
surprising, seeiipr; th;j|,t if only ,i few^ peasants attempt to, form 
a book club, or circulatinf< library, they are forbidden to do 
so, and, when a kindly disposijd lulv institutes a rrei/ie for the 
b;j,bies of women workine m the nei{*hbouring factories, she 
is oiaU'red'to dehist from “ hafbourintJ an illerial assemblv oG' 
infants." No cfoubt such .intolerance .results from the stupidity 
of souTiiiifinor olfiei.il, but in every case it is the Governmeirt 
wIRch IS blamed bv.the people. 

'I'lien *the peasants, who m Icnrocff .in Russia form more 
than 85 per cent, of the population, look to the Govern- 
mynt tor everylhino, and, when tired of the hardships of their 
never very easy lives, call upon the Stale fo bettei' their lot. 
The students may be drafted into the army or deported to 
Siberia, the peasants impiT/uied, iloyoed or shot down, but 
this merelv incenses fheir fellows the morey'and the justice of 
their caipte is uciw believed in by the common soldiers who 
enter the army as conscripts. 

It is assumed that there is no cohesion amonjt the malcon¬ 
tents, and hepce the safety* of the State is assured, but it is 
■)Ossible,,and oven probable, that there may be a eo.ilition tid 
'loc on the simple issue,of a'n attack upon ofhciaidom. 

Another miwarraiited Irc'lief is that the Russian Churcri has 
its members under control, and not only'welds the hetero¬ 
geneous elements constituting 'Russia into a nation, but can 
iniluence the Rravoslavs in airsuch matters as obedience to 
authority and to their Tsar. The Orthodox are'not in a large 
majority,, are fewer certainly than 62 per cent, of the total 
population, and s© far as male citi'/.ens are concerned the 
general inflifence of the Church is very small. The dissenters 
are. i.i per cent, of the pojnilation ; each member is more 
religious than the average Orthodox peasant, and if those of 
certain non-combative sects could not actively side with 
the people in the event of a general rising, all undoubtedly 
would be warm symj^athisers'with the object 0/ the movement 
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if not of the mentis for fitt;iinin» it. Xe.xt in ;niinencal iniport- 
ance are the Roman Catliolics, between wlioin and llie Ortrio- 
d*)x Ihere n(> love lost ; moreover^ most oT the Roman 
Qitholics are Poles, and with Jhe PoUs the spirit of nationahiv 
IS still aefivt; and ' 
the c^esire for m- 
d c p e n d e n c e a 
slrone General 
impiflse. 

The Mahom- 
medans iiinnher 
hot fewer than 
eiftht millions ; 
to them ortho¬ 
doxy and dissent 
are one. Those 
in the army 
w o n 1 d n n - 
donhtedly ohev 
their of 1 1 ce rs, 
and, throiieh the 
love they h.ise 
tor liithtinooinell 
any risint' ol 
peasants!, stu¬ 
dents, citi/,#ns, 
or jhilitical mal¬ 
contents. Sedi- 

|. »S S I I 1 M 

tion the Slate has .* 

to fear here ; for, assiimme That the 
rism_e oenerHl, the MahoiiTinedans 14 
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time were ripe and'the 
iMlie arm\' or out of it 
would liitlit for Uieir own hand, hoping to ,u('t rid ol llie h’nssian,, 
yoke. 

The Lntherans'and Protestants, some live nXliions, eliiellv 


in the Baltic Provinces and h'fliland, are certainlv unlj i(;ndly 
to the kussitm State, wliicli diifine recent years has done much 
to embitter them. Armenians aiy;! pa^itans are a iie.ttlij^ihle 
ejnanfity, but it must be remendiered that from .imon;4st them 
and the disseijers from the Ortllodo.x (JTiurch most ol the pro- 
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selytes are gainecj. Dming the ten years prior to 1898 fewer 
tWin 100 Armenians were converted yearly, but i« that year the 
number suddenly rose to nearly 3000, and has continued—f*or 
special reasons. Seeing-that in ten years the Orthodox Church 
claims to have made nearly 200,000 converts,, pei haps l^ussuui 
Pravoslavism is not so strong tjiroughout the Kmpire as usually 
estimated. 

It ,is ridiculous to suppose that these various elements m 
Kussia'are united in a common faith, in love of the Isar, or 
even (^ommon patriotism ; tliey are held together by armed- 
force. Of theS’arious struggles proceeding, that between the 
Russi uij^Stute and Jewry is one of the most interesting. 

'I'lie.position of the live million jews m Russia is peculiar. 
Thev do hot enjoy the same limited i.ghts as other citizens, 
and successive restrictions have crippled their activities in 
almost every walk of life thev attempt to utilise. I hey are 
required to serve in the army, but may not receive commission 
rank ; they must reside in certain districts only ; they may not 
attend the universities sa\ e within certain limits as to the pro- 
portion'bf jew to Rra"Oslav students ; they are shut out ol the 
'liberal professions in like nianner, and hampered in many ways. 
This differential treatment is due to the fact that the greater 
ability of the jew makes him the master of the Russian, and 
the peasant particularly must be protected from the jew money 
lender, the astute merchant, the too energetic worker. Ify a 
heavy handicap the Staje lavours the Slav, still liie jew proves 
to be the winner in life’s game of mimey-getting. 

As a political factor the jew is of more invportance than the 
Pole, the Mahommedan, or any sectarian in Russia, for behind 
the‘'humble Israelite within the pale stands the international jew 
financier, who, since Russia adopted the gold standard, has held 
, the worldly fortune of all the Russias in the hollow of his 
Hand. 

More imjAsratively than any country I'tussia needs outside 
capijal, not only for the e.xtension and development of the 
immense State enterprises., but a continuous influx of money 
for the exploitation of private properties. Russia has tried 
repeatedly to borrow, otiering ample security and fair interest, 
but has been unsuccessful. She could obtain the money she 
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wants on tennj she not accept, for thew are political, not 
financial. ■ , 

The iniTer liistory ol Stale loans is not y't'nerallj’ made 
l^iown to llie public, and it vs nnhkuJy lh.it time will reve.il all 
details of tjic fictile .ittempls made bv Russia within the [last 
few j’cars, but it is no s*citt th^it the larue international bankeis 
have decided upon a bear movement wifh re^.ird to any fresh 
Russian loan, anil that then* relations with the ejch.injie 
bankers throughout the world aie such that collectively they 
. can entail a substantial monet.uw loss upon*anv one subscrib- 
mj4 to a Russian loan as ,i speculation.* Russta does not know 
'how to appc.il to the forei,L;n private invislor. • • 

Further than this the |ewish inllueiice is leltwilh ;es]iect to 
certain private nndeiiRkm”s,*in so f.ir as to lendei'tlie profes¬ 
sional comp.iny promoters ,uur undi^rwriters imwillme to 
negotiate without tnst obt.nmgc; the assent ol the |f \\ houses 
interested in siiflilar Russian properties ; as, lor mst.ince, the 
petroleum industry ol H.ikn, which is for all piactic.il pur|)oses 
controlled by |ewish c.ipital. , 

'file slrnus^le ^ill nol*bc decided i|uuddv ; Imu' piftmisesthe 
advantage to both icirties. It the'State, eitjier Iroyi pecuni.n*)' 
stress or [lohtic.il neciessity, has to vield, the Russ*.in |eus will 
receive the same riyhls as other Russian snb|eets, and the 
future of the Russian Empire w*ill no longer be wholly m the 
iiands of the Siavs.^ 'fhe cry of Russi.i for the J\pssi,nis must then 
be dropped,»and Rravoslavisin wrfl decay. If the Slate does not 
yic’ld, the faculty the Jews posses* for ol ^.misairon will be used, 
and the State C(*nfrontcd with swinethiny m the nature ol .i 
national demand for a consjilution and {treater mdividu.il fiee- 
dom. If this is refused, it will he met liot by an armed ftsm,!t 
but by a sallcn refusal t» comply, Aath Stale requirements, 
rendering local ''''N inoperative. Then tjie State ipay resort to 
force, when the oppoi'tunity of* Russia’s, foreicfi enemies will 
come. China, jaftan, Moiyitolra, and 1 ui*kestammay be able to 
put back the lAissian landmarks in Asia; and the |iower ol 
Russia be broken for ever. « • 

Truly, the realisation or that ideahsljc, or pi .ictical, manifest 
destiny of Russia to absorb even Asia, requires most cautious 
direction. The hune empircybuilt mr patiently throus^h the 
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centuries may be shattered in a few shwt days^andof thefraj^- 
mCnts many small self-governing states emerge—-a consumma¬ 
tion which however much desired now by>-foi Jign nations 
would be disastrous to tire welfar.e of the Russian people. 

The domestic policy of Russia, the relatiops existing 
between the State and Russian salviects, are really of little 
concern to foreigners except as a study. The well-meant, 
yet always injudicious and»too frequent interference of 
foreigners with internal affairs is to be deplored. It is‘u!?ually 
impotent and inv^ariably resented. Poles, Finns, and Russians, 
must themselvei strive' for such freedom as they need, until 
they seeiuw it. Those foreigners who are real well-wishers o? 
Russian .subjects will render them the best service by endeav¬ 
ouring to 'improve the relations' between the Russian State 
.ind their own Government'. This they can do to the best 
advantage by increasing the. general intercourse. Russia 
oug*ht not to be less known bv outsiders than is any other 
foreign country. To know the Russian is to like him. He 
is the last man with whom ^one would wish to be at w.ir, 
and, as .'icquaintance jipens, all dread of him vanishes. In 
character he is neither rapacious nor cruel ; and the policy 
of his government if. viewed from his, standpoint is defen¬ 
sible. It may not be altogether contrary to the general 
good of humanity, and the real question at issue is ; how far 
may Russia's priiicJ.ical, material policy be e.xtended w.ithout in¬ 
jury to Anglo-Saxondom ? • ' . , 

It is indisputable that Russia intends to extend her dominion 
wherever she can; it is as> certain that the„ freedom-loving 
Anglo-Saxon will be among the.last ever to become Russi- 
liedr Perhaps before ‘ the apparently inevitable great war is 
commenced one natio'n, or the .other will leave already 
^succumbed. As long as both exist, the contiijuous policy of 
eextension will'bring .the two'nations n larer together, nearer 
to a final tight ifor the world supremacy. That date may be de¬ 
ferred for generations by succossful diplomacy ; by common 
accord concerning the tre:i,lment.,of questions of less than vital 
interest to either side. , The_ centre of friction now is the Far 
East. Russia has extended as part of her general policy and 
has come into contact,iperhapa unwittingly, with British in- 
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lerests. It is unlikely jliat she will draw bacK ; that England 
or aiiy other nation, will force her hack,‘yet,Ve simply canpot 
atfoM to lose th^ Chinese market. Its importance is far greater 
than generally supposed, the Hoard of* Trade returns 'merely 
indicate its^ volume, 
but in fact the Vight 
to trade there on 
most favoured nation 
terme ks a matter 
vital to us, one to be 
as stubbornly con¬ 
tested as any other 
ejuestion of empire. 

To relinquish the 
Chinese market is no 
more to be thought 
of than losing the 
Colonies, abandon¬ 
ing South Africa, 
retiring from Eg\q)t, 
or forfeiting India. 

'I'he British Ministry, 
dull though it be, has' 
comprehended that 
one fact. With cha- 
racteristit feebleness 
it ^ champictns the i(esst\N' ( aFiu dhai ( iniia n, hiiAm.is 

.s 7 n///s and in *, 

order to support*that, forms an illli.ince with japan. Events 
will prove that this is insiftVicient, and that to champion the 
quo is as futile as it 'is inglorious. China is goiilg to 
change, ac?ording to western ideaa iij going to progiess, or at 
least to develop. d'he movements will be rapid and thy 
tr.insformation thoro*iigh, whatever partT 2 ngl^nd may play’111 
effecting or delaying the conversion. 

. The Anglo-japanese treaty is opposed to Russia’'} yreten- 
sions, to her work. It is disHked 1 ^ the Russian (fovernment 
not^only for the minor, military seasotis, which are apparent, 
but because it introduces a new factor entirely—. 4 nglo.-Sa.\on- 
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cloin not conqnering an eastern race, bat accenting an alliance 
with “ yellow me*!! ” on equal terms. 

Reverting for a moment to Russia’s ideai:slic‘()olicy, It w’ill 
be seen that the absoi pjion of Jhe eastern races as part of a 
religious mission permitted Russia to recognise the hold 
Rngland has upon India. -Unless 'forced upon her, there was 
I'lo need for war about India until at least sXsiati; heathendom 
had been absorbed. Russia' has repeatedly asserted, and 
undoubtedly in good taith, that before she will halt the borders 
of her empire must be contiguous to those of a Christian civil, 
ising power. On the-other hand English policy in Asia has 
been ty create “biiller” st.ites. England subsidises Asiatic 
native rulers, encouraging and supporting them against Russia. 
Now she c-hampions Chinese heathendom, and pledges further 
to assist a non-Christian and, according to l-iussian views, an 
uncivilised native Asian lace m upholding it also. 

'It is unlortiinate that Creat Hritain, whose national boast is 
freedom and humanitariamsm, practically maintains 'rurk, 
.Afghan, Rersiaii, Moorish, Chinese and other despotic and 
cruel goiernmenls in power, and (‘ipposes'-progress, reform, 
change, and civilisation Unless introduced through Hritish 
channels. ' Russia is etiually e.wlusive and successful. Her 
civilisation is real, and her occupation of northern and central 
Asia has been of beiielit to tlie inhabit,lilts. It was only her 
methods of conquest which were unnecessarily seven.-, possibly 
because Russia is weak and w-lien'ihe weak have ai; opportunity 
to show power they are usually more cruel than the stro'^ig. 
Generally the Russian treatment of the native and subdued 
races if not perfect, or eWiically correct, is not worse than that 
of other civilised Christian nations. No Asiatic natives under 
I-tussia’s rule have been ireated so inluimanely as Mie Blacks of 
Queensland under Britain, the Indians of America under the 
'Government of the United Stides, the Mf.dagascans and others 
under the h'rei/ch, the, African negroes under the Germans, and 
the East Indian natives under the Dutch, er eii if only the acts 
of the' last half century are .compared. 

Russia has not onl^v avoided war with Christians, but has 
endeavoured consistently to maintain peace between prof(?ssed 
Christian nations. Wludever luay be the actual material value 

t 
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of tlie ideiil'istic^Christii'ui policy as a iialional*or racial force in 
Russia, there; is no doubt that until h?atlie 1 ulo,in is occupied 
tlic 8tatc wi 41 , if-,possible, refrain from nivadine yi- even threat¬ 
ening territories in the occnpatioi; df civilisetl powers, foi 
these, possibly, are reserved for a peaceful cftiu]uest in the 
fulness of time. Con:^sU;ntiy therewith Russia believes that 
the F’ar East is her heritage, and that shells about to enter iiUo 
immediate possession if worfliy.to do so. She will make certain 
effoPts,’ strenuous elforts imssibly, to achieve her juanitest 
destiny there. 

The Anglo-|apanese alliance forn* ;1 str*fng anti-’K’iissian 
•combination. LocalN its op[iosftion is too formiijable to 
warr.int an immediate resort to toice. Russian ’policv is 
opportunist and fatalistic ; l^iissia will not imperil Ijie saltitv or 
welfare of her sub|ecls and her irtitional evisteiice in attempt-, 
ing to increase her dominion ; the-fiipreine ellort is,al\\avs to 
beheld in reser\*e to repel possible attack. She adv.inces.only 
when she is sure th.it success will .ittend hei. So now, siie 
.icipiicsces .md ostensiblv witlidr.iws, but this is only in order 
to obtain a hrsner loPithold Irom which to iii.ilse .1 le.ip 
forward when at a better advantage. 'The lorw.ird policy ss 
not forsaken, liisty.id, prep.n atidns .ire iliade tcV strengthen 
her b.ise, and, .is belore and alw.iys, the idvahstic poluv 
remains in abeyance until everything is made le.idy toi 
another .successful military advance. In Iht- Far East th.il 
forward mipvement ipay be'dcEyed lor .1 very long time ; it 
m*ay occur :it anv moment. All;lepei¥ls lessu^'ion Russia than 
upon the strength and serioiisneii'? of the opposition. • 

An understanding witli, Russia is not impossible, :uk1 bv 
this country it is much to bt desired. ‘It is not (he.it lyntam 
but Russia,that is dissatisfied witig Hie s/u/iis </iie. If Russia 
really wished^to establish permaneift peace on the b.isis of 
preserving the preseiit balance*of pivwer, she viponld do ong (tf 
two things. F'liiet, open the markets sIk* posV-sses to foreign 
competition, protecting her i*xdustries to a reasonable extent 
only, encourage international tradp and industries founded and 
maintained with foreign capital. The^alternative is to abstain 
frofn acquiring or occupying fresh territory. 1 he manufac¬ 
turing countries cannot suitui' markiits to be closed fo them, 
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cither in Asia or'elsewhere, and have l^jss respect for Russia's 
manifest destiny find tiic faith that prompts it, tlian they, liavc 
for the demands of their own people wlio require femuneiiatife 
employment. 

On sucli terms Russia is not likely to want peace ; she will 
rest for a time, gather fresh strength aimf again attempt 
conquest with an ovdrwhelniing military force. Whenever and 
wherever that attempt is made Anglo-Saxondom for its own 
self-pre<;ei vation is bound to oppose it and oppose vigorously 
and effectively. iThat is the o,nly possible political under-, 
standiilg with 'Kussia «.mtil she forsakes her national exclu- 
sivenes^, becomes cosmopolitan, and by immensely increasing 
her foreign commercial relations obtains a share in that 
comlnon interest which is the be.;t suref.y for the peace of the 
world. 
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liOR'l' the v.ist .fi’ul alreiidv iV'ei'itrowii l\iissian l''mi)iie 
Asia Kuropeaiis riMlIy know but little, *,111(1 we 
isii^itlish probably les'» th.m *most. It si*eins inerydtble*that 
, ith our boasted eiiteriu'ise and ’*or!d-wide eonimereial eon-, 
neetions we have allowed terntorv •ne!trlv thnee tl^e size ol 
Europe to be without a resideiil oiliei.il represeJit.itive, oi vveu 
a uews[iaper correspoudent ; that we do not follow the le.id of 
iMiropean powers ui havint^ ,i coiuiuerei.il a^ttout at Vkuhvostok 
when even Iteli^iun c;Ai niaint.iin its coiumission^r at that 
distant port nine-tenths of who^' casu.il shippniu is Hntisb. 
We Irive no one to tell Canadian ■^'he.lt j'rfiAers tTrat nearly a 
hundred million pounds of American Hour has been imported 
annually, or to sug,i;est to Australian shippers that canned 
goods aipl frozen meat would lind a market*; where—simply 
because there is*no^ one Ui report what is happening—we 
permit trade in manufactures ^to dgft from American to 
Cerman hands jvithout making n'bid for it. 'Hie denizens of 
Downing Street must surely have fopgotten the place since the 
]\ussians obliterated Port May and m;«le it Queen of the^East. 
Oris it th'it Britain will, not afford .what Norway posse.sses ? 
If that be so^ let it be known that ’the profit on orders for 
goods which might^have bee» sent to' Britaui from lrkyt4: 
only last year, wuld more than have i^intaVed a Vice-Con¬ 
sulate there for a decade. Should all the blame of a neglected 
■'market be saddled upon tjie lethargic British maifuhicturer 
when the Board of Trade Jonriiat for its information is reduced 
to*imblishing excerpts from forei,t!;n consular reports ? 

In greater Russia there isirade tc; be had, not pertiaps for 
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the askintf, but :i market to be won, ainl in oi'Aer to secure it 
thf appointment of o/ticial representatives is imperative.* NoV 
must the consul be of that type too commerli ifi Russia, tlie 
retired British army ol'ticer, wIjo knows little of commerce 
and is certainfS’ not /><’/',s()/;u r'ru/u amonjr Ruksjans.> They, not 
unnaturally, rej<ard him rathei' as a j>:)litical spy than a, man 
appointed boun fide to foster trade between their'- country and 
Great Britain. Ear better let the consul with his foreign office 
bumptiousness and gold laced uniform remain unknor^’u in 
Siberia, and send-only comiuerc'al agents who, east of Baikal* 
certainly, shouIR beGt^ier Canadians or Australians thoroughly 
couveryint,with the produce and trade of their native land. 

Dependent as Great Britain now is for information upon 
the (’enero'sity of tlR pi ivate trat'cller, i< seems desirable that 
the attitude of His ^faiesty's representatives abroad towards 
this class of person should be considerably modified. He 
ougiit to be welcomed, to be aided, to be' counselled, and 
furnished willingly with such information respecting the 
country he proposes to visit, and the work upon whicli he will 
engage, *.s the archives of the office' can produce. The im¬ 
pression the British Embassy at St. Petersburg succeeds in 
conveyingthat it would be more satisfactorv generally if 
Englishmen did not attempt to see what may be seen of the 
Russian Empire; that permi.sion to visit parts of Greater 
Russia can indeed be asked for, but are generally refused, and 
that if the visitor wishes to see or do anything there it depends 
upon his own ability, not on 'he power of his Majesty’s repre¬ 
sentatives to be of assistance t'lwards that end.' Instead, if his 
application be legitimate, no refmcil should be accepted, lu 
Russia the foreigner can accomplish much by polite insistence. 
At Kharbiu in the heart of Manclun'ia the Hamivirg lirm of 
Kunst and Albers had built a biick store and stocjred it, when as 

ihe British'Ambassador at bt. Petersk'ii-g could not obtain 
permission for fui IsT.gli'-.liman to visit the place even. Xo 
English Consul may be aware of the l.ict, or of the means 
bv vvhfcli it was aeeom[ilished, but Mr. Datan, the official re¬ 
presentative of Germany at the port of Vladivostok knows 
certainly. 

The'great endeavours Russia is making to develop Us 
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Asian possessions slu^w that British inethoiBi are inadequate 
ivith^ modern conditions. It is no Idliuer* enouU' to l<*’ep 
Hie k'iiig and allpw witli unconcern all comers t<i struggle with 
each other therein. Against a mighty'st.ite, the mdividu.il, or 
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the private corpoiation has no cli.ince of siictess in an open 
market. No British trader, «io/^merican Trust, cim v.ukiuisIi 
diii Russian'state even in Manchuria.* , The K’nssian policy is 
correctly stated ni .i recent issue the .Wnvr I'lv'i/v/i : • 

“After we have constriKjed tlie Raslern Iv'ailway 

we cannot play the part of :gi iinconceiiiied spect.itor lov^.irds 
tlie future fate of tins railway. It ha* cost us iii.iny millions. 
If the Manchurian K’ailway is to seiwe the development ol 
Russian trade*we mj^ist restrict the coi 1 inierci.il ‘Ireedonj ,ol* 
other nations, 'l^ie same applies to thj^iue'lion of inuiing 
rights, 'riie necessity of safegyarding the intei ests ol the M.in- 
cftiirian Railway compelv us to keeji a w.ilcliliil eyd dn the 
Shan-hai-kiian and Newchwang line. B this line were to he 
caraed across the Liao River aiuf connected with the South 
Manchurian line, traffic would Jie deflected from the province 
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of Pc-clii-li to Shan-liai-kuan, and the SQuUiern part of our rail- 
wap, together wfdi Port Arthur and Dalny, would lose iij 
importance. This is tlie reason why we cannQ.t allow the IKew- 
chwang Railway to cross the Liao. Moreover, this railway 
.runs to the north of the Great Wall ; that is to s.ay, througTi 
our exclusive sphere of interest. If wp neglect to see that the 
railway remains absolutely Chinese, the dange'' arises that 
British and Japanese influence may he established in Southern 
Manchuria—in territory exploited by our railway.” : 

■^'riiis policy will be followecj. Russian industries will be 
favoured by carrying’Russian'goods at a preferential tariff, by 
admitliyg j.hem duty free into Chinese territory through th» 
Russian Jiort of Dalny, thus diverting trade from its economical 
into' Russian chani'ids. That is a real dangei' at present 
threatening the open door,- a means of subverting Chinese 
revenues, which, as guarantor of the integrity of China, the 
irony of event,, may compel Free Trading'Great Ilritain to 
stop. 

The point has already been raised, and the issue is likely to 
prove how far th.e proposed guarantee of thedntegrity of China 
js genuine. Newchwang ism treaty port and goods imported 
there should pay the Chinese customs duties. In the spring of 
1902 Russia passed through to Newchwang, not only Russian 
wares but some thousands of bales of American, Indian, and 
British cotton goods which had been brought into the country 
duty free Ky way of Port Arthur'-in short,' by this act Russia 
suspended the'- colled,'dn o( dues at a Chinese treaty port, 
.indnvill continue to do so in order to propiote trade in its 
own ports on the Quan-Jung pepinsula. If this is prohibited 
at l^ewchwang, Russia will still,, forward goods duty free to 
inland towns, whence they will be conveyed to ojher parts of 
China. Again, Russian'goods conveyed by the Siberian railway 
‘do jiot pay dut^ on entering Manchuria, fpr there is no Chinese 
customs station at»»iiie frontier, or on the route, and it is 
unlikely that Russia will perinit Sir Robert Hart an establish- 
menfon their railway, or \yithin ^heir sphere of influence, rfor 
will they allow the Chipese Imperial authorities to restrict in 
any way the trade with China Russia has made, and is making, 
such enormous pecunia,iy sacrffices to secure. 



CONCLUSIONS 


305 

British ancUAmeiiCan traders in t|ieir ^)\vn tlefence will 
s'Iriig<!,de for ;» share of the m.irket open to Iheni by the Russfan 
free ports ; liior'i? especi.illy will this be_,lhe case Tf the (Chinese 
iiHport tariff is raised as is.proposed. If they succeed the 
Chinese retcnuts* will be very appreciably lessened, and ' 
Russian ports will lhnfe‘'at U,ie'expeii'^' of the established 
treaty-ports. *If they fail, the trade of China is hist to Creat 
Britain and the Cnilcd St,des. ‘In cither event Russia viitis— 
as win it must as long as it h.is not only ,i ii.iv.il b.ise' biit .in 
♦inmense trading-port on the (.hiiyi-Tung peiuiisjila' Cignn.uiy 
in Kiao-Chiaou may also be expecte*! iimlefence of its trading 
interests to do as Russia is doing, and pass goods China 
duty free by the ports it controls. Ciie.it Biitaiii will 1 ml 1^0 so 
w'thin her sphere of influence, lor Cre.it Brit.im‘counts it 
• ii politic.il sill to ;4iVL‘ its iii.uiuticlui'urs Ihu slightest 

advantage over their foreign •competitors, .ind somelinies 
neglects to get them even equ.d facilities for trading. 

The subject bristles with dilticulties. If Riissi.i is deter¬ 
mined to break through the Chiini'se tarill wall the .s/n/a.s (jiio in 
China certainly canno.t be m.iintajned,•’without hrst*tiii niiig^ 
J'tussia out of the Keng-'l'icn Provincg, if not iu.d ol IJ.inchuria. 
The existing import duties are not coHected to benelit the 
Chinese population, but to ensure the p.iyment of the interest 
to the bondholders of the Chinese 6 per cent, foreign lo.in. 
British manufacturiirs ami travelers may nghtty•object to their 
•'oods being ^^ubject to duty as long as Russian goods escajK- it. 
.1 they refuse to pay, can Iree Ir.idcrs withhold their symjiathy 
and support ? Or is Creat Bntaui, as guarantor of the 
integrity of China, going to ft'ircc British subjects to pay the 
duty and allow the Russians t(? go free t Or is Russia lo*'be 
induced, or forced, too ? 'And for wlgit purpose ? In order 
to make the Chis.ese submit to the imposition of inipoi t duties, 
when K’ussia is attempting to give them»h ee''rade. Woifld 
that be an attitude 'popul.ir 111 China, or inlOngland 

Suppose that the Russian free-port competition is so. great 
that the Chinese treaty-jiorts'have tUso to admit goods duty 
free, then the necessary revenue iiiuit be’Vaised m other ways. 
ways'\vhich will entail upon the powers guaranteeing the 
integrity of Clvna further interfe'reiicc ih the administration ol 
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Chinese internal*’arf:iirs—a matter in whkh-other powers 

m:ly feel themselves concerned. 

An, arrangement with Russia is imperative* if j'.eace is io Ife 
maintained; if it cannot be elected, a bold attack should be 
made upon the markets of northern Asia thiawigh China. 
Goods should be admitted free, rrr^lways should be built, 
and central Asia opened up by better through comntunica- 
tions' between Mongolia and '‘Manchuria from the Chinese 
coast; ^ particularly the development of the Yang-tse-kiang 
valley should be’ hastened and railway communication witl^ 
Burma establislfed beff)re France and Russia unite their Asian 
railways and cut off the upper Yangfse from communication 
with both east and west. The British Government being 
composecb of men 'who are not traders cannot be made to 
comprehend the importance of these commercial matters. For 
the battles won on the’ playing-fields of Eton Britons pay 
dearly by the foreign markets lost in her class‘*r()oms. 

Nowadays an empire is neither won nor held by signing 
papers, and the making of treaties is only the way 'in which 
nations ‘mark tune, but Great Britain is s'tow to learn new 
'methods, gind sti|l regards" a document much as an African 
aborigine does his fetich. The Russians give European states¬ 
men treaties to play with, as they would give glass beads to 
savages who want them. Ykhich does the world count of 
greater value, a' paper signed with honour in Berlin or a rail¬ 
way built’by labour from the sea to Uganda ? , What is the 
treaty of Berlin'f What the Biilwcr-Clayton .Agreement,’and 
the" Chinese railway concessions ? So nvich waste paper. 
Batum is not a free port ; Greid Britain has no fortress in 
NiCiragua, nor is the first sod turned of the railways in the 
Yang-tse-Kiang valleys.* Statesmartship which results in such 
a harvest i? unfittedTo the century, so the Anglo-Japanese alli- 
ilirce must be iappraised sim'lrly by wk-at it is the means of 
actually and materTllly accomplishing. 

The wars of the future \\"i=ll be for markets ; they will be 
wars of necessity, or rathe-, perhaps, prompted by the hope'' of 
material gain. Many of them will be fought, with other 
weapons than cannon and money. . Established comme'tce, a 
lirm hold of trade-routes, piTponderance at a trading post. 
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rllcctivc (K-c-ui^ition ol ,1 piodiKV e\cli.iii-r ,-m the ^trii-i;lr to, 
iiiarRcts tli(Se >vill he point-, of vantage worth inoiv l!ian 
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h.itt.ihons, and a slioit railway may he ot yrealoi value Ih.in 
a fleet of battleships. * 

Amone a^lbas^ildors the real statesmen tri.dav are not those 
who idle a*\ay thei.r tlavs m s'oeiaU fiivohties awailine the 
iccasion tor a y;rand I !>///>, the aetaimprishmenl 4if which may 
p:iss their illiistilous names down [hnnieh the next lew aees, 
but those who do the eve»i'y'day w(Trk nearest to hand, who 
sfrenj^then the commercial lies connecting their nalive'’land 
with that ol^the country t?i which tl»ev are sent. It liadc I ills 
away, if the commercial colony which iliisteis afoiiiid e\er\^ 
emhtissy dwindles aiftl becomes impoverii-hedlMhen the Anrtitis- 
sador may consider his tenure of oriice*tias been a lailiiTe, a 
h^ss to the country he repjesedPs, whose inihience m ih^- land 
has diminished. * • 

This is not the standard by wlych 'tlreat Hritain has been 
accustomed to Jt‘ni,i;e her public servants, but it is theyine by 
which the Ir.yiinn coniinnnily mcasiirSs success. 
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^Imperial aiitooyatic'Russia is moi e keenly ;Uive to the re¬ 
quirements of^her people and more in liarmony \vjth the com¬ 
mercial spirit of the age than is free, aristocratic Britain 
governed by I'lije gentlemen. ' _ , • 

■ The Russian State is democratic and socialistic in act; it 
\vj 11 sacrifice much in order to ;dTord’ the people facilities for 
increasing their material wealthy it will start, foster, and cherish 
trade, and itself regulate commerce in commodities it believes 
to be harmful to the general public. It is easy to accuse the 
State of greed, a^id say^that it studies only its own monetary in¬ 
terests. Had it no conscience, a revenue .would be derived from 
the saleV patent medicines. The simple lAissian peasants are 
protected from quack remedies on which^educated Britons, and 
,still more enlightened Americans, waste millions annually. But 
when it comes to build.ng a railway or financing an enterprise 
likely to be of general benefit, the ]^us-,ian State does not stop 
to considei' in wjiat proportion classes and masses will benefit 
individually, (freat Britain seems afraid to attempt any venture 
for the gjineral good, if by so doing any one.ylass may gain a 
somewhat-larger percentage of profit th.in any other. Even at 
home it expects pri .'ate conqranies to make railways and run 
trains where there is no population, in order to create a district; 
and abroad it would have British individual enterprise engage 
and vanquish not only great corporations, but a democi atic 
tr.iding empire, bo'mpeting actively and intent, no matter at 
what cost, to triumph oyer the Briton. 

Rpssia hopes to oust the ijriton from China, and in obtain¬ 
ing Port Arthur effected the key-move of the political game 
European I’owers were, playing iigthe Ear East. All counter¬ 
moves subsequently have failed not only to nullify, but even to 
diminish the advantage I-’.iissia thereby secured, and the aban¬ 
donment of the port by any Pqwer interested in maintaining 
the integrity of (lihiy3i^was worse than a blunder—in statecraft 
it wa*s nothing short of a crime. All that Russia has to do imme¬ 
diately is to establish herself firmly iii the Quan-Tung penii .• 
sula, then, as and when opjSortunilies occur, she can squeeze 
Korea between that centre and Vladivostok, or put pressure,pn 
Pekin b<y a simultaneous advance from east and west. 

As though Britain fiad not favoured Russia enougli, in 
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1899 she made ai\ ;i,!^reemeiit by which (Art.’l.) “ (beat Bnlam 
eiif'aj'es not !o seek for her own acVouih, or on beh;slf of 
British suljjecis or of others, any raiKv.iy coiicessions to the 
north of the Great Wall ol Cliina, and not t(' ohstmct",directly 
’or indirectly, apjrlicalions tor railway concc'-hions m that di.'-^ 
trict supported by thi^ (\iissian (lOvci nment,” and apparenth ‘ 
ioi?cres the, menace to I*ekii\‘which the extension of kiisMan 
raijways constitutes. 

, England—the England of the F.ir Ea^t kiic\v' of the 
intended Russian advance in Manclmn.i,; it was publ/shcd 
years ago, and again and again’ rcpresyiitatiij/is on tl.i' subject 
have been made witl^mt a\ail fro’m the traders in the cast to 
their rulers in the west; rulers whose pohev apparently is based 
on the unexiiected jiKvays •haj'ipening. > Known, too, \ias the 
intention of France to share with Russia dominion ol the e.id. 
It may not be so gener.dly known, aj Rast bv the Hi'ilish’public, 
that Japan, tir(*d of the British policy of drift, and exaspyi,ited 
at the continuous successes and encroachments ol R’lissia, 
practKiidly forced its alliance upon the British Goveinment, 
threatening if jits tenus were refused to, thiow, m its lot 
with Russia and accept from her what she could’siicc,ed. in 
extracting. • ^ * ° 

The alliance is meant by Great Britain to protect her 
trading interests >11 the Yangrtse-Kiang v.illey ; by japan to 
safeguard Korea. _ ■ 

Russia and Ei'ance conjointly can, and probably soon will, 
try its ^strength. Throughout Mongylia Russian inihicnee is 
supreme. Alrc^xidv Russia is ta,hing the place'weak, fi’Jieniig 
China occupied in Tibet. ^ Erom-'Jibet a rising in C hina can 
be started and secretly eiicyuraged when needful. Or d may 
be that the present rebejiion m Yupnan originated theie, .iiid 
will extend throughout Chin.i. France may send tioops iiilo 
the province to restore order and sodriVetIg; ijistirrectionai ics 
to the valley of tHe*Yang-tse-Kiang ; tlV'ie England and jajiaii 
may smtceed in restoring orden In the meantime I'insot, to jiio- 
^ect her increasing interests,^will occupy the Bekin jiroVince if not 
the capital itself, which the*railway wiH enable her to do easily.' 

j When*Pekm is once in Russmn hands the whole em|iire of 
China will break up ; Europiian powers and the Cnit-ed Stiites 
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iii;iy pacify their open market as best they can. Russia at least 
wilUbe satisfied f6r a'time, with the share she will have 
secured. 

* ( • * 

Rusitia’s ,itreatest danger is from China herself. With a 

progressive China threatening her borders she will be fotccdto* 
'ad upon the defensive. Here again Great Hritain has signed 
away power by the fatuous Arms Act—drafted to allow J^iRn, 
Belgium, and the United States of America to rearm jhe 
Chinese nation if so disposed. Russia will reply by armjpg 
the Mongols, in whom they have men, according to the 
reports o'f the ofi'.''ers who have fought in Manchuria, almost 
equal whtjn well equipped and officered tv* the Cossack cavalry. 

Russia lias acquired an enormous dominion in Asia which 
she wishes both to extend a'nd consolidate. These territories will 
not be opened to settlement by Europeans, but will be peopled 
by Russian subjects for wk.om the commerce and industries 
of these regions will also be reserved. The Russian railways 
in eastern Asia iwe intended primarily to serve a political 
purpose, and until Russia’s military dispositions are completed 
there, the ffiies will not be opened to go leral t attic. Brobablv 
before that happens the world will be asked to accept Russia's 
views and Rtissian'rule in the Ear East—to prevail against her 
the various industrial Bowers interested in the trade of the 
Chinese empire must unite, and be alwavs as ready as Russia 
is to maintain their lights bv force of arms, 



